
Control of existing telegraph line?, or to con
struct others wi h a view of entering into gen
eral competition with private enterprise. Tbe 
objections which may be justly urged against, 
either of these projects and. iudeed, against 
any syreru which would require an euormous 
increase in the civil service, do not. however, 
apply to Boiuo of the plans which have lately 

Erovolted public comment and discussion. It 
as been claimed, for example, that centre's 

might wisely antuorifto ttie postmaster general 
to contract with some private person or 
corporation for the transmission of messages 
at specified rates and unde.r govvrnmnt 
f^spervisiou. Various such schemes, of the 

1 turn upon tueir investment ana to reasonao e 
freedom in their regulations must be 
recognized, but it seems only just that, so far 
as its constitutional authority will permit, con-
cress should protect people at large _iu their 
interstate traffic against an act of injustice 
which State governments are powerless to 
prevent. 

ffli FOREST PRESERVES. 
In my last annual message 1 called att a'ion I 

to the liecessitv of proteciiny l>y suitable legis
lation the forests situated upntlie public do- j 
main. In manv portions of Uia West tlm pur- I 
suit of gcnetal-a^ricuiture is only made prac-! 
ticaijle by resort to irrigation. While success- ] 

game geuertil nature out widely differing in j fu! irrigation would be impossible without tjio 
their special characteristics, have been sug
gest-d in tha public prints, and the ar uments 
by which they have been supported and op
posed have doubtless attracted your attention. 
It is likely that the whole subject will be con
sidered by you at the present session. In the 
nature of" tiling's it involves so many questions 
of detail that your d liberations would prob
ably be akled* slight,y, if at all, by any par
ticular suggestions which I might now submit. 
I avow my beliof, however, that the govern
ment should be authorized bv iaw to exercise 
court supervision over inters:ate telegraph 
communication, and I express the hope that 
for attaining that end some measure be devised 
which will receive your approbation. 

DEPAI1TMENT OF JUSTICE. 
REGULATION OF FEES. 

The attorney general criticizes in his report 
the provisions of the existing law fixing the 
fees of jurors and witnesses in the federal 
courts. The provisions are chiefly contained 
in the act of February 20, 1853, though some 
of them were introduced into the &3i 
from statutes which had been pas-i-d 
many years previous. It is mani
fest that such compensation as might, 
when these laws were enacted, have 
been just and reasonable, would in many in
stances be justly remanded at the present day 
as inadequate. I concur with the attorney gen
eral in the belief that the statutes should be 
revised bv which theso fees are reeulated. So, 
too, should be the laws to regulate the com
pensation of distriot attorneys and marshals. 
They should be paid wholly by salary, instead 
of in part by fees, as is now the caso. Tho 
change would prove to be a measure of oeou-
omy, and would discourage the institution of 
'needless and oppressive legal proceedings, 
which it is to be feared have in some instances 
been conducted for the more sake of personal 
gain. 

aid aff >ril':d bv forest* in contributing to tho 1 
regularity and constancy of tho supply of j 
water. Durin,' the ya-t year severe suffering 
and groat loss of property have been occa- j 
sinned by profuse fl M followed by periods ! 
of unusually low witter m many of the great' 
rivers of the country; these irregularities were, : 
in frmit measure, caused by th-i- removal from 
about the sources of the streams iu question 
of the timber by which the water supply had 
been nourished and protected. The presort- I 
tiou of such portions of the forests ou the na
tional domain as t sseutially oontributa to tho 

rXTKIUOTt Dfil'AlSTM EXT. 
EVILS TO EE REMEDIED. 

Much interest and varied information is con
tained in the report of the secretary of the 
interior. I particularly call your attention to 
his presentation of certain phases of the 
Indian question, to his recommendations for 
the repeal of the pre-emption and timber cul
ture acts and far more stringent legislation to 
prevent frauds under the pension laws. The 
statutes which prescribe the definition and pun
ishments of crimes pertaining to pensions,could 
doubtless be made more elfective by certain 

», amendments and additions, which are pointed 
\OUt in the secretary's report. 1 have previ
ously referred to the alarming state of illiter
acy in certain portions of the country, and 
again submit for the consideration of congress 
whether some federal aid should not bo extended 
to public nrimarv education wherever ade- j 
quate provision therefor has not already been 
made. 

UTAH. 
The Utah commission has submitted to tho 

secretary of the interior its second annual re
port As a result of its labors supervising 
the recent election in that Territory, pur
suant to the act of March 122, 1882, 
it appears that the persons by that act 
disqualified, to the number of about 12,000, 
were excluded from the polls. This fact, how
ever, affords littlo causa for congratulation, 
and I fVar that it is far from indicating any 

• real and substantial progress toward the extir-
1 pation of polygamy. All of the members of 

the legislature are Mormons. There is grave 
reason to believe that they are in sympathy 
with the practices that this government is seek
ing to suppress, and that i's effort in that re
gard will be more likely to occouoter their 
opposition than receive their encouragement 
and support Even if this view should 
happily bo erroneous, the law under 
which the commissioners have been acting, 
should be made more effective by the incorpor-

katcliewan, rise in the mountains of Montana, 
now the northern boundary of the United 
States, betweea the Blackfeet and Fiat head In
dian reservation*. This lvgion is utisui'able for 
settlement, but upon the rivers which flow from 
it, depends in the future the agricultural 
development of a vast tract of country. The 
attention of congress is called to tho necessity 
of withdrawiug'from tiie public sale this part 
if the public domain, and establishing there a 
foreBt preserve. 

The industrial exhibitions which have been 
held in the United States during the present 
year attracted the attention of many foreign 
countries, where the announcement of those 
enterprises had been made public through tho 
foreign representatives of this government 
The Southern exhibits at Louisville were 
largely attended by tho exhibitors of foreign 
countries, notwithstanding^ the absence of 
any professional character in those undertak
ings. The centennial exposition to be held 
next year at New Orleans, in comtnemoratiou 
of the couturv of the first shipment of cuttou 
from a port of the United States, bids fair to 
meet with like gratifying success. Under the 
act of oongress of the 10th of Feoruary, 1883, 
declaring that exposition to bo national 
and international in its character, 
tho foreign governments with which the 
United States maintains relations, have been 
invited to participate. The promoters of this 
important undertaking liavo already received 
assurances of the lively interest it has excited 
abroad. . . 

Tho report of the commissioner of 
tho District of Columbia is herewith trans
mitted. I ask for it your careful attention, es
pecially for those portions which relate to as-
sements for taxes and water supply 

'LYIE CIVUJ SERVICE. 
WORKINGS OF THE LAW. 

The commissioners appointed under the act 
of Jan. 10, 1883, entitled "An act to regulate 
and improve the civil service of the United 
States," onter'od promptly upon the discharge 
of their duties. A series of rules framed iu ac
cordance with the spirit of the statute 
was approved and promulgated by the 
president. Iu some particulars where
in they seemed defective those 
rules were subsequently amended. It will be 
perceived that they discountenanced auy polit
ical or religious tests for admission to tho 
offices of the public service to which the statute 
relates. The statute related iu its original form 
to tho classified clerkships in the several exec
utive departments at Washington, numbering 
about 5,000, aud to similar positions in tho 
customs districts and poetoiliees where as 
many as fifty persons aro employed. A classi
fication of theso positions, analogous to that ex
isting in tho Washington offices, was duly made 
before the law went into effect. Eleven customs 
districts and twentv-throe postoffices wore 
thus brought undor ihe immediate operation 
of the statute. The annual report of the civil 
service commission, which wiil toon bo submit
ted to congress, will doubtless afford tho meas
ure of a more definite judgment than I am now-
prepared to express as to tho merits of the new 
system. I am persuaded that its effects have 
thus far proved beneficial. Its practicable 
methods appear to be adequate for the ends 
proposed, and there has been no serious difti 
unity in carrying them into effect, sin.., Since the 

ation of some such measures as they recom- , 1(Jth Qf juiy-ia8t no person, so far as I am 
mend and as. were included in bill Mo. aware has been appointed to the public serv-
on the calendar of the senate at its last session. jce in 'tb<J ciaa8jfiQj portions thereof at any of 
I am convinced that polygamy is so strongly 
intrenched in the Territory of Utah that it is 
profitless to attack with the state weapons 
which constitutioual legislation provide. I fa
vor, therefore, the repeal of the act upon which 
the government depends, the assumption by the 
national legislature of entire political control 
of the Territory and the establishment of a 
commission with such powers and duties as 
•hall be delegated to it by law. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
is accomplishing much in the direction of the 
agricultural development of tho country, and 
the report of the commissioner giving 
the results of his investigations 
and experiments, will be found inter
esting and valuable. At his instance a 
convention of those interested in the cattle in
dustry of the country was lately held at 
Chicago. The ' prevalence of pleuro-pneu-
monia and other contagious diseases of ani
mals was one of the chief topics of dis
cussion. A committee of the convention 
will invite your co-operation m investigat
ing the causes of these diseases, and pro
viding methods for their prevention and euro. 
I trust that congress will not fail at its present 
session to put Alaska under the protection of 
laws. Its people have repeatedly remonstrated 
against our neglect to afford them the main
tenance and protection expressly guaranteed by 
the terms of the treaty, whereby that territory 
was ceded to the United States. For sixteen 
yoare they have pleaded in vain for that which 
they should have received without ask
ing. They have no law for the 
collection of the debt, the support 
of schools the conveyance of property, tho 
administration of laws, or the enforcement of 
contracts—none indeed for the punishment of 
criminals except such as are afforded by cer
tain customs, commeroe and navigation acts. 
The resources of Alaska, especially in fur, 
mines and lumber, are considerable in extent 
and capable of large development, while its geo
graphical situation is one of political and com
mercial importance. The promptings of inter
est, therefore, as well as considerations of honor 
and good faith, demand the immediate estab
lishment of civil government in that Territory. 

RAILW ATSi 
Complaints have lately been numerous and 

urgent that certain corporations controlling in 
whole or part the facilities for the inter-state 
carriage of merchandise by the great railways 
of the country have resorted in their dealings 
jrith the public to divers measures unjust 
and oppressive in their character. In some 
instances the State governments have attacked 
and suppressed these evils, but in 
others they have been unable to af
ford adequate relief because of the 
jurisdictional limitations which are imposed 
upon them by the federal constitution. The 
question wbeiher the national government may 
lawfully interfere in the premises, and what, 
if anv, supervision of control it ought to exer
cise, is oue which merits your careful consid
eration. While we cannot fail to recog
nize the importance of the vast rail
way systems of the country, and their 
great and benefloial influence upon the 
development of our material wealth. We 
should, on the othur hand, remember that uo 
individual corporation ought to be invested 
with absolute power over the interest of auy 
other citizen or class of citizens. The right of 
those railway corporations to any profitable re-

j» iu iisiguij and fetfikcfi 
Is a good old maxim, but no more reliable than the oil re
peated verdict of visitors that 

COOPMR8TOWN, DAKOTA, 
is the Queen City of a magnificent county and the most 
•beautifully located of the many new and prosperous places 
of North ihikota. It is the 

Permanent County Seat of Griggs County, 
and. though only a few months old, already has a repre
sentation in nearly every branch of business and each man 
enjoying a profitable trade. Plenty of room for more bus
iness houses, mechanics or professional men. Cooperstown 
is not only the 
TERMINUS OF THE S. O. & T. M. R. R., 
but is also Headquarters thereof. In short, the place is, by 
virtue of its situation 

The Central City of the Central County of North Dakota. 

TIIE GEOGRAPHICAL CENTER ! THE COMMERCIAL CENTER ! 
THE FINANCIAL OUSTER! THE RAILROAD CENTER! 

and tlif outfitting point of settlers for fifty miles to the 
North and West The energetic spirit of Cooperstown's cit
izens. who in most cases ha ve not yet reached the meridan 
of life, the singleness of purpose and unity of action in push
ing her interests, have resulted in giving her an envious 
reputation for business thrift even this early in her history. 

r _ ; any < 
tho departments or at any of the postoftices 
and customs districts above named, except 
those certified bv the commission to be compe
tent in the basis of the examination held iu 
conformity to rules. 

M ISC KLIL, A X EOTJ!«. 
THE PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION. 

At the time when the present executive en
tered upon his office, his death, removal, resig
nation or inability to discharge his duties would 
have left the government without a constitu
tional head. It is possible, of course, 
that a similar contingency may again 
arise, unless the wisdom of congress 
shall provide against its recurrence. The sen
ate, at its last-session, after full consideration, 
uassed an act relating to this subject which will 
how, I trust, commend itself to tho approval of 
both houses of congress. Tho clausas of tlio 
constitution, upon which must depend any law 
regulating the presidential succession, presents 
also for solution other questions of para
mount importance. Those questions relate to 
the proper interpretation of the phrase "ina
bility to discharge the powers and duties of the 
s»id oflice." Our law providing, that when 
the president shall suffer from such 
inability, tho presidential office shall devolve 
uoon the vice president who must liinise'i, un
der the circumstances, give place to such offer 
as congress mav bv law appoint to act as 
president. I need not here set forth numerous 
and interesting inquiries which are suggested 
by these words of the constitution, J hey were 
fully stated in my first communication to con
gress and have since been the subject of fre
quent deliberations in that budy. It is greatly 
to be honed that these momentuous quesuons 
will flncl speedy solution, lest an emergency 
should arise when longer delay will be impos
sible, and any determination, albeit the wisest, 
mav furnish cause for anxiety aud alarm. For 
the'reasons fully stated in my last annual 
message, I repeat my recommendation 
ihat congress propose an amendment to that 
provision of the constitution which prescribed 
that the formalities for the enactment of laws, 
whereby in respect to bills for the appropria
tion of public moneys, the executive may be 
enabled .while giviug his approval to particu
lar items, to interpose his veto as to such others 
as do not commend themselves to his judg
ment. _ 

THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT 
of the constitution co jfers the riguts of citi
zenship upon all persons born or naturalized 
iu the United States, and subject to the juris
diction thereof. It was the special purpose of 
this amendment to insure members of the 
colored race the full interment of civil 
aud political rights. Certain aiatuatory pro-
visions, inteoded to secure th© enforcement of 
tho*6 rights, have been recently declared uu-
constitucnal bv tbe supremo court. Any legis
lation whereby congress may lawfully supple
ment tbe guaranties wbicli tbe constitution 
affords for the equal enjoymeut by all the citi
zens of tbe United States of every tright, priv
ilege and immuuity of citizenship, will re* 
ceive my unhesitatiug approval. 

[SiRued] CHESTER A. ARTHUR# 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 3, 1883. 

Miss Alice Gardner has been se' ected 
out of twenty candidates as professor of 
history in Belford College. London. 

is the acknowledged Eden for settlers and home-seekers. Its 
soil is unsurpassed; its drainage the. very best; its climate 
salubrious*, and its railway advantages par-excellent. Pub-
lie land in the county is becoming scarcer every day, yet 
there are still thousands of. opportunities for the landless 
to get homes. 

GREAT STRIDES 
toward Metropolitan comforts have been made in Coopers-
town and the wandering head of the weary traveler can 
here find rest and entertainment at an 

BEAUTIFUL ANI> ELEGANTLY APPOINTED HOTEL, 

erected at a cost of $21,000. The man who becomes a cit
izen of (iriggs county's thrifty capital can have, without 
price or waiting, the advantages of 

GOOD SCHOOLS AND SPLENDID SOCIETY. 
The rapidly growing embryonic city of Cooperstown is 

surrounded on all sides by the very richest lands in North 
Dakota. Cooperstown, situated as'it is in the very heart of 
a new and fertile region, must boom to keep pace with the 
UNPARALELLED RAPID DEVELOPMENT 

of the surrounding country. When yon stop and consider 
the facts you will realize the advantages this new town 
enjoys. It being the terminus of a railroad, the entire 
country makes it a 

UNIVERSAL TRADING- POINT, 
a fact demonstrated by the merchants already established 
and enjoying big trades. Cooperstown is not an experi
ment but is built on the solid rock of commercial indus
try. Sonnd investments can be made in Cooperstown city 
property or Griggs county farm lands by applying to the 
1 x COOPER TOWNSITE CO., Cooperstown, D. T., 
Or J. M. BURRELL, Sanborn, D. T. 

Plats »a*vit on Request. Uniform Prices to All. 


