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Over 400 applications have been filed 
in the patent office sincejthe adoption of 
«tandard time in this country for clock 
dials and other devices intended to pre-
«ent the 24 hours in convenient form. A 
large number of these have been reject* 
«d, however, on the ground that the ap
plicants are 336 years too late, a watch 
having been made in 1547 upon the dial 
•of which appeared the hours from one 
to 24 arranged in two concentric circles. 

Brockway, the great counterfeiter, 
lately arrested in New York, was a man 
with an exceptionally good education; 
vet almost his first venture in life was 
in the ways of crime, as far back a9 1853. 
Thirty years of his life have been spent 
in the effort to cheat the world out of a 
living. For the first offence be received 
five years' imprisonment, and after his 
release apparently led *a reasonably 
honest life until 1865, since which time 
he has been engaged in a succession of 
crimes. Now, at the age of 61, he is 
likely to be convicted on a charge that, 
with his past record in view, will cause 
him to pass the greater part of the rem
nant of his days in a prison cell. 

The tfiicial treasury statement on the 
1st of December shows that the reduc
tion of the public debt in November 
amounted to less than $1,750,001!. An 
explanation is to be found in the sum 
paid on account of pensions during the 
month, which was $12,00i>,000. The pen
sion payments in Octobcr amounted to 
less thanr$2,500,000, and in the four 
months of July, August, September and 
October to only $18,682,000. It is prob
able that the Pension Office will require 
only a small Bum this month, and that 
the reduction of the debt for December 
will be much larger on that account. 

The secretary of the treasury has 
transmitted to congress estimates of ap
propriations for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1885, The amount estimated 
required for all expenses of the govern
ment is $283,125,3(.'5, which is $22,323,282 
less than the aggregate appropriations 
for the present fiscal year, and $57,154,• 
S57 less than the sums called for in the 
estimates submitted last year. The ap
propriations for the present fiscal year, 
including deficiencies and miscellaneous 
were $305,448,587; the estimates upon 
which these estimates were based call
ing for $340,280,162. 

There were 7000 bills introduced in the 
last congress, most of which found their 
way to the paper makers. And there 
will be as many more introduced in the 
present congress. The members do not 
expect their bills to pass. That is not 
the object. They must introduce bills 
or their "deestrct" would not think 
they were doing anything or worthy of 
being menticned in the Record, save 
among the "ayes"or "noes"—and these 
must be dodged wherever there is the 
slightest difference of opinion at home. 
So the reader must not be disturbed by 
the introductions of any outrageous or 
nonsensical proposition. It is purely 
"buncombe." 

From the annual report of the surgeon 
general of the army it appears that the 
general belief that colored soldiers do 
not endure military service so well as 
whites is erroneous. Four of the regi
ments in the army are composed of col
ored men. In the whole army thirty-
eight whites in each thousand are con
stantly on the sick list, and only thirty 
colored men. Ten white and eleveu 
colored men in each thousand died dur
ing the year, but of these, six colored 
and seven white men died of disease, 
and five colored and three white died 
of wounds. The colored suffered more 
than the white from disease of the nerv
ous system, but irom alcoholism and its 
consequences they were remarkably ex 
einpt, only four per thousand were ad 
mitted to the hospitals for this cause, 
while of white soldiers the admissions 
were sreventy-six per thousand. 

The Indianapolis Journal makes the 
recent lynching at Oxford in that state, 
:i text for some very pointed criticisms 
of the legal fraternity. It declares that 
one of the main reasons why justice has 
become so uncertain, and the people are 
so frequently moved to take the law 
into their own hands, is that the lawyers 
always stand ready to use their talent 
and skill in preventing the conviction 
and punishment of any kind of criminal 
on technical grounds, and by prolonging 
the proceedings by all the arts of sharp 
aud unscrupulous legal practice. There 
is truth in this statement, but the pub
lic, as in other cases are much to blame. 
A criminal lawyer who has 
by the practice referred to, managed to 
clear half a dozen murderers, is looked 
upon with admiration. People allow 
themselves to become indentified with 
h:s fortune and hail each new accquittal 
as they would the lowest time of a fa
vorite racer. He is looked up to as an 
eminent benefactor of his race and the 
average juror take3 pride in yielding 
judgment and conscience to his wiles. , 

EPITOME OF THE HEWS. 
Washington Gossip. 

The following are the changes in the 
chairmanships of a majority of the senate 
committees: Foreigu relations, Miller, 
California, viae Windom; manufacturers, 
Riddleberger, vice Cougar; agriculture, Mil
ler, New York, vice Mahone; postoffices 
and postroads, Hill, vice Ferry; pensions, 
Mitchell], vice Piatt; mines and mining, 
Wilson, vice Hill; revision of laws, Conger; 
vice Miller, California; engrossed bills, A1 
lison, vice Sanlsbur;: improvement of M's-
siseippi river, Van Wj ck. vice Mitchell, 
transportation routes to seaboard, Aldrich, 
vice Harrison; examining branches, of civil 
service, CuHom, vice Sawyer; Nicaragua 
claims. Maxey, vice Davis ot West Virginia; 
public buildings and grounds, Mabone, vice 
Rollins; revolutionary claims, Jones of 
Florida, vice Johnston; Sherman and Wil
son were placed on the committee of for
eign relations. Miller of New York fills the 
vacancy on finances,JFrye holds fourth place 
on tbe commerce committee. The remain
ing changes are unimportant. 

The bill introduced by Mr. Belford to 
regulate railway traffic between states and 
territories provides for the establishment in 
the department of the interior? of B bureau 
to consist of three commissioners appointed 
by the president to receive a salary of $10,-
000 each with necessary expenses, and with
in ninety days alter tbe apj>ointment of the 
board the railway companies are required 
to forward statement of franchises and pres
ent condition of the roads. Power is con
ferred upon tke commissioners to examine 
books and recorcis of any person or com
pany operating any railway. They are 
also empowered to prescribe maximum rates 
and make regulations torching the manner 
of packing transportation of freight and ac
commodation of passengers. 

In conversation recently with a promin 
eat senator President Arthur spoke of the 
proposed English expedition to the Arctic 
regions as "more of this Arctic insanity.' 
He said that while he was willing that 
everything that could be done for the relief 
of Greely and hig party should be done, he 
would prefer that a whaling crew should be 
sent instead of a big government expedition. 
He thought that alter Greely was brought 
back there would never be an other sent by 
this government to the Arctic region. 

Mr. Strait ias made the;following rec
ommendations to the postmaster general 
for -, reappointment of postmaster*: V. M. 
Hal\ol Glencoe, and J. H. Morris of Litch-
field.WTheir appointments expire next 
mont^i. Mr. Brown of Blakely, Minn., 
has nMn appointed postmaster vice Brink-
er, deceased. 

Tbe bill introduced by Gen Rosecrans for 
the encouragement of building of American 
iron and steal steamers provides postal sub
sidies of not more than $5,000,030 a year to 
owners of steamers built after the passage 
of the act tn the United States iron and 
steel manufactured in tbe United States. 

Postoffice Established—Dakota, Ida, 
Ciark county. Postoffice Name Changed— 
Dakota, Camba, Billings county, to Medora. 
Postmaster CorcmissioLed— J.-siah Frazier, 
Hatton, Iowa. 

Postoffices established—Minnesota: Suere-
drum, Lvon county. Postmasters commtj-
sio ed—John McAuley, Dannville, Wis.; 
William Hen/y Dufrane, Scran ton, Wis. 

The government disposed of 19,430,032 
acres of land during the year, getting there
for $11,713,883. 

Representative Warner will soon intro
duce a bill in the house for the retirement 
oftride dollars. 

Railroad News* 
The Northern Pacific land sales In the 

Montana districts for the month of Novem
ber were 2,196 acres for $10,000. The town-
site sales amounted to $9,860. 

Crimes and Criminals. 
J. B. Seeley, a prominent contractor and 

builder of Joliet, III., was arrested on a 
charge of bigamy, on receipt of a telegram 
from Chief Campbell of St. Louis. The case 
excites considerable interest, as this is the 
third time he has been hauled up on this 
charge by his avenging nemesis, v. 8. Jor
dan, the divorced husbai-d cf Seely'a pres
ent wife. Seeley threatens to kill his perse
cutor when he sees him. 

Dr. John S. Matthew3 of Cleveland, Ohio! 
who decoyed Mr. George A. Gordon into an 
unoccupied house and robbed him, was 
sentenced at Sandusky to two year's im
prisonment in the penitentiary. 

Personal Gossip. 
Joseph Beacb, who gained noteriety by 

kidnapping bis divorced wife's child and 
fleeing with it to Canada, whither she pur
sued hiin, recovered the child and brought 
it back to New Hartford, Winona county, 
in this state, is again in tronble. He was 
arrested recently on a warrant for assault 
sworn out. by Mrs. Clow, sister of Mrs. 
Beach. He pleaded guilty and was sen
tenced to jail for fifteen days. 

Col. Allen of the Merchants hotel was ar
rested and tried in St. Paul for keeping his 
bar open on election day. A detective tes
tified that the bar was open and liquor sold, 
but Ool. A!!en and a dozen others denied 
the story. The jury was out but three min
utes and on their return announced a ver
dict ot not guilty. 

William I. Weld, Jr. of Bostor, has 
sailed on a six month's tour, accompa
nied by Dr. Royal Whitman, Patrick Grant, 
Jr., and Ittchard Se^is, in the yacht Gitavi. 
They are bound first to Bermuda, Mud. ria, 
Sicily, and the Canary Islands. 

Jack Starves, the old Chicago speculator 
is the managing man of Henry Clew .fc Co., 
Wall street, now. He makes $1,000 a week 
as a broker. 

Rev. Dr. John O'Mears corresponding 
secretary of tbe American board of foreign 
mission, died in Boston on tbe 0th. 

Mrs. R. B. Hayes is visiting -in Chicago, 
and on the 5th inat., was given a reception 
by Mrs. John N. Jewett. 

Rev. W. H. Hoyt; of Si. Ann's church. 
New York, was stricken with apoplexy, at 
mass recently. 

Arthur Scliofield, who died recently in 
New York, left $50,000 to the Boston pub
lic library. 

Bob Toombs has made $100,000 from his 
Texas lands, and ovms three tines as much 
more. 

Casualty Record. . 
The young men who were drowned in at

tempting to cross from Lake City to Stock* 
holm on Sunday evening, the 2d Inst., were 
named Andrew Barger, nineteen years ol 
age, and John Johnson, abont seventeen 

Sean old. They came from Stockholm, on 
lie day they lost their lives, in a boat 

mounted on a sled, which was drawn by 
Louis Lnndgren, who was on skates. The 
parties visited a saloon in Lake City and be
came more or less intoxicated. Lundsren 
declined to return with tbe others, so they 
started back without the boat or sled, and 
went down not far from the shore. Their 
bodies have not been recovered. The par
ents of Johnson live in McGregor, Iowa. 

At Chattanooga, James Gillespie, a work
man at the Lookout mill, while boiling 
brick clay in a huge vat, missed his footing 
and fell into the seething liquid up to his 
shoulders. His body was stewed, and the 
skin hung in huge flakes, and in parts of 
his body the flesh was cleaned from tbe 
bone. 

The Athena worsted mills in Milbury, 
Mass., burned on the 7tb. T oss estimated, 
at $100,00. The stock and a portion of tbe 
machinery was owned by Keating & Briggs 
of Milbury, Their loss is estimated at $50,-
000. 

On the night of the 8th inst., the Cath
olic church at New Richmond, Wis., was 
burned to the ground. Loss, $10,000; insur
ance, $5,000. 

James F. Gein, a spiritualist, died sud
denly of heart disease in St. Louis, while 
giving an exhibition. 
• i • 

Foreign Items of News. 
A meeting of Orangemen, to express indig

nation at tbe suspension of Lord Rossmore's 
commission was held at Monaghan, I e 
land. A carriage containing Lord and Lady 
Rossmore was unharnessed and drawn by 
tbe crowd to the place of meeting. A res
olution was passed condemning the remov
al of Rossmore. The latter said that what be 
had already dona he was ready to do again. 
The bait yearly meeting of tbe grand lodge 
of Orangemen of Ireland passed a strong 
resolution addressed to loyalists of the 
British empire, resenting the insult offered 
to loyalists in Ireland through the suspen
sion ot Rossmore's commission, and asking 
all to stand by and lor tbe integrity of the 
empire and honor the throne against repine 
and rebellion. 

The British Columbia bouse recently 
passed a resolution instructing the govern
ment to introduce a bill to restrict Chinese 
immigration. The startling statement is 
made oy the provincial government that 
there are 3,000 destitute Chinese on the 
mainland, who can only subsist by murder
ing or stealing, which they have already be
gun. 

An immense throng of poor people in 
Moscow gathered before the house ot a mer
chant lately deseaEed to receive money usu
ally distributed from the estates of wealthy 
persons. The pressure was so great that 
several persons were crushed to desth, and 
four severely injured. 

Miscellaneous News Items. 
The point will be raised that the jury in 

the O'Donnell trial should have been com
posed of six British subjects and six Amer
icans. American citizens of Irish birth or 
parentage, resident ia London, are about to 
wait upon Lowell to urge him to use his in
fluence with the British government to ob
tain a respite for O'Donnell even if proofs 
ot his American citizenship do not arrive 
before the day fixed for bis execution. 
O'Donnell continues calm in demeanor, and 
pays marked attention to priests who visit 
him. He teems prepared for the worst. 

The first strike of the locomotive engi
neers that ever occurred in Manitoba took 
place on the 11th inst., when 300 Canadian 
Pacific railway engineers stopped work on 
the same day. Up to that morning every
thing was running as usual, and now the 
entire business of the road was at a stand
still. Three hundeed firemen are also on a 
strike. The cause of tbe trouble is, that 
when the Canadian Pacific made a _ general 
reduction, on the 1st inst., a reduction was 
also made of the wages oi engineers and 
firemen. 

Negotiations between Marquis de Mores 
and the citizens of Biilings, Montana, have 
culminated in a written agreement being 
entered into bv which the marquis agrees 
to erjet a slaughtering and refrigerating es
tablishment in Billings, of a size and style 
similar to those at Little Missouri, and to 
carry on a general slaughtering bmincss at 
that place. 

Flora Gulpe, sixteen years old. the daugh
ter of one of the wealthiest citizens of Elk
hart, Ind., eloped with a hackman named 
McGowen, who is abvut forty years old. A 
telegram was received the 9th from Sturgis, 
Mich, annouueing that the pair had been 
married at that place. 

Thomas Evans, an aged and wealthy 
citizen of Erie, worth over $100,000, has dis
appeared mysteriously. He is nearly blind, 
is tbe sole occupant of a large homestead, 
and has a reputation ior keeping valuables. 

Kev. Anna Oliver, lately in charge of tVe 
Methodist church, Brooklyn, was mulcted 
in $860 at the suit of Rev. Edward Jones. 
She claimed the money was a gift to the 
church. He said it was a loan to the lady. 

William Conlin'ssuit against Daniel New-
hall at Waukesha, for $5,GOO damages, came 
to a sudden end by the plaintifi's withdraw-
<ng. Conlin accused the defendant of hav
ing caused his wife to leave him. 

Edwaid Malley, father and uncle of Jen
nie Cramer's persecutors, was be.iten in his 
suit for $150,000 against the Fireman's Fund 
Insurance of California for the burning of 
his dry good store at New Haven. 

Business of the Fargo laud office for the 
past week: Homesteads, 52; tree claims, 23; 
declaratory statements, 31; soldiers' declar
atory statements. 3; final proofs, 91. Total, 
collections, $22,260.60. 

In the Vermillion region there is plenty 
of snow :or lumbermen, and lafces arc 
frozen so teams cannot cross. 

San Francisco is shipping nearly 1,000,-
000 feet of bard lumber this month. 

The St. Paul postoffice is now handling 
70,000 pieces of mail per day. 

The agricultural report '.puis the .wheat 
crop at 400,000,000 bushels. 

Chicago put up 2,634 buildings last year, 
worth'j$15,648,700. 

Castle Garden rec»i ved 24,444 immigrants 
in November. 

: CONGRESSIONAL 
Monday, December lO. SEXATK — Mr. Cameron of Wisconsin in

troduced a bill xegulating elections for 
members of congress. 

A resolution of Mr. Voorhees was agreed 
te authorizing the committee on military 
affairs to Inquire into the expediency of 
gurchasini! encampment grou • «ls occupied 

y the revjlutionary army at Valley Forge 
for a national park. He also offered the 
following which he asked to have printed: 

Resolved, That in tbe judgment of the 
senate, the public debt is not a public 
blessing, and any measure of financial pol
icy looking to the perpetuation of the pres
ent interest-bearing national debt for pur
poses of national banking or any other ac
count meets the disapproval ot this body, 
and should b* viewed with alarm by tax
payers of the Uaited States. 

HOUSE:.—An immense number of bills was 
introduced, the following being the princi
pal one3: Repealing the pre-emption and 
timber culture laws: amending the home
stead law: preventing undue discrimination 
in railway transportation; declaring forfeit
ed land grants to the Northern Pacific, 
Houghton & Ontonagon, North Wisconsin, 
St. Vincent extension and Brainerd branch, 
Hasting?, & Dakota and other railroad com-
ptnies; appropriating $6.0d0,000 for 
M<ssisaippi river improvrfuieut; es
tablishing maximum rates of fare 
on tbe Uaion Pacific and Central Pacific 
railways; abolishing the postage of second 
class matter and reducing drop letter pos> 
age to one cent; putting salt and agricultur
al implements on the free list; regarding the 
presidential succession; for a civil rights 
amendment to the constitution; appropria
ting $25,000,000 annually for common 
schools, for a postal telegraph; prohibi
ting special legislation; a prohibition 
amendment to the constitution; re
lieving the merchant marine; 
repealing internal revenue laws; limiting 
the disposal of public agricultural lands 
to actual settlers; granting women suffrage; 
repealing tbe silver dollar coinage ant; re
moving taxes on national bans circulation 
and fixing tbe amount of such circulation. 
The call of states was not finished. A reso
lution was adopted calling the attention of 
the president co the case of Patrick O'Don-
nel. 

Something of a breeze was raised just be
fore adjournment, when Mr. Hewitt of New 
York asked unanimous consent to cli'er a 
resolution asking the president to rt quest 
the English government to delay tue execu
tion of O'Donnell's sentence until 
Ihe f««t* in relation to his trial 
could be mouired into, and it couio be as
certained whether or not O'Donnell was an 
American citizen, and whether he had been 
tried in accordance with English and inter
national law. The resolution was passed 
without discussion and without dissent. 

• 
Tuesday, December 11. 

SENATE.—Senator Anthony was present 
and took the oath. Bills were introduced 
promoting commercial relations between 
the United States and Mexico and Central 
and South America, and determining pres
idential disability. 

Senator McMillan introduced a bill for 
public buildings at Winona and Duluth. 

Smator Cameron of Wisconsin introduced 
a bill to provide for places of deposit and 
distribution of public documents. 

The president sent a large number of 
nominations to tbe senate mostly recess 
appointments. Among them ware: 

Walter Evans, commissioner of internal 
revenue; Benjamin Butt,»'rworth, commis
sioner of patcats; Albert U. Wyniau, treas
urer of the United States; Martin S. 
Chandler, surveyor general, Minnesota. 
Collectors of internal revenue; James H. 
Stone, first district of Michigan; John W. 
Burette, fourth district of Iowa; William 
W. Carter, seve th district of Iudiana. Jacob 
Wheeler, eighth district of Illinois; Edwin 
Farley, second district of Kentucky. 

The senate confirmed Walter Q. Gresham 
postmaster general. 

The president has nominated William 
Livingston, Jr.. to be collector of customs 
at Detroit, Mich. HOI-SE.—Bills and resolutions were in
troduced for a postal savings deposit branch 
of the pastoffice department; enlarging the 
powers aud duties of the agricultural de
partment; establishing a oureau of animal 
industry and preventing the spread of cat
tle diseases; making sugar free of duty; call
ing on members of the cabinet for intorma 
tion concerning our relations with 
Great Britain; abrogating the Clay-
ton-Bulwer treaty; authorizing the 
secretary of the treasury to purchase and 
cancel 4 aud 44 per cent, bonds instead of 
calling in 3s; establishing a board of inter
state commerce as a bureau of the interior 
department; putting lumber for house, 
fence and ship building on the free list; re
organizing the legislative power of Uah; for 
general amnesty; for tbe relief of Fitz John 
Porter; fixing * the postage an first class 
matter at two cents pn1 ouncf; estab
lishing the Territory of North Dakota; ol 
the admission of Utah and Arizinainto 
the Union; regarding the duty ou wool: re
tiring trade dollars; limiting the cninv;e of 
silver dollars; repealing internal revecus 
laws; civil rights amendments to the con
stitution; surpressirig polygamy; increasi. g 
pensions of one-armeJ and one-legged sol-
fliers; punishing violation of tbe election 
laws; regulating inter-State commerce, 
transferring th« Indian bureau to the war 
department, for the election of Territorial 
governors. 

Delegate Raymond introduced a bill 
to establish the" territory ol Nonh D.ikota 
by dividing the recest terrritory cn the 
toity'sixth parallel. He also introduced a 
bill to provide two additional judges of the 
federal court of Dakota,one for tne north and 
another far the south part of the territory: 
also, a bill to vacate the Fort Rr.sdall ana 
Fort Rice military reservations. 

Ilcrfumthty, December J?. 
SKNATK.—A lou£ discussion took place on 

the sinkitg fund, participated in by Messrs. 
Beck, Sherman and Plumo. Mr. Wilson's 
proposed civil rights amendment was de
bated by the author and Mr. Garland. 

The following nominations were made by 
the. president: 

Royal A. Johnson, New York, surveyor 
general of Arizona; Lawrence Weldeu, Illi
nois, judge of the court of claims; John R. 
Tanner, United States marshal ior the South
ern district of Illinois. 

Confirmations—Seth Ledyard Phelps, en
voy extraordinary and minister plenipoten
tiary to Peru; William V\r. Tnomas, Jr., 
minister resident to Sweden and Norway; 
Henry White, second secretary of legation, 
London; Edwin Farley, collector ot inter
nal revenue second district of Kentucky. 

Housii —Not in session. 

TbeCaae of the Rev. R. C. Ambler. 
The trial of the Rev. R. C. Ambler of 

Sank Center, Mina., charged with raring 
Mrs. Keith of Casselton, Dak., took place 
at Casselton and resulted in finding the 
charge not fally sustained, bnt enough to 
suspend him from the ministry until the 
annual conference. Rev. W. W. Satterlee 
of Minneapolis conducted the prosecution 
and Dr 8. G. Smith ot St. Paul the detense. 

Mr. Keith, the alleged injured party, 
states that evidence was brongnt out show
ing Ambler had previously been a horse 
doctor in Illinois, and that one ot his pre
vious wives had dropded dead in a south
ern Minnesota town, under circumstances 
pointing strongly to foul play by the ac
cused. Mr. Keith has not decided on what 
course he will pursue in view of the verdict. 

It was on the 4th of October last, while 
Rev. C. Ambler of Sauk Center was attend
ing the Methodist state convention in St. 
Paul, that Bishop Sampson vtas given an 
affidavit signed by D. E. Keith of Cassel
ton charging Ambler witn having attempted 
to rape hie wiife. It was stated that on 
January the 19th Keith sent for Ambler 
and charged him first with indecent pro
posals, afterward with attempted outrage 
and finally with the commission of rape. 
He wanted Ambler to sign a confession; but 
the clergyman denied the whole matter. 
Mr. Ambler was formally both a physician 
and lawyer, practicing in Iowa and this 
state and it was while attending Mrs. Keith 
as a physician that the alleged offense wes 
committed. After the adjournment of the 
state conference at St. Paul, Ambler was 
arrested at Casselton and gave bonus. He 
is fifty-three years old au-i has preached, 
having previously held a pastorate ior two 
years at Casselton. 

Big; Fire in St. Paul. 
Tuesday, at midnight, an alarm called 

the entire department to quench a fire in 
the five-story pressed brick block of E. F. 
Drake, Numbers 178 and 180 East Third 
street, Sc. Paul. The fire caught in the low-
tr basement, and either in the engine room 
or in the wine room of George W. Ma-
gee'a place which occupies nearly 
the whole of the ground floor. 
At 1:30 Magee's restaurant, which, with the 
bar at the lower corner, occupies nearlv all 
of the first floor, was seen to be in fl a rues. 
It was the handsomest restaurant wtst ol 
New York, its fittings costing $30,000. 

Mrs. Magee, who was on watch at mid
night, had just finished counting the cash 
and put i in the safe when she smelled the 
smoke and immediately sent a waiter to 
give the alarm. She tken warned the ten 
g rls and as many men s rcants, who sleep 
in the basement, aud they readily escaped, 
some of them taking a few of their eilects, 
though in the hurry but little salvage was 
secured. There were some fifty tenants in 
the building, which was completely gutted. • 

Magee's fittings cost him fully $30,000, 
and his insurance amounted to but $13,000. 

E. F. Drake says his insurance is between 
$50,000 and $63,000, but how much he can
not tell, neither can he tell Lis loss. 

At 2:50 o'clock the burning roof of 
the Drake building fell in, forcing the 
flames through into the Hardenbergh build
ing adjoining. The fire made rapid headway, 
in spite of the efforts oi the firemen,aud in
side of fifteen minutes the flames reached the 
upper floors and burst through the windows, 
breaking the glass as if struck by a heavy 
instrument. 

P. R. L. Hardenbergh & Co., leather and 
findings, lose $115,000. luliy covered by in
surance in various companies. 

Arthur, Warren & Abbott, notions and 
furnishing goods occupying the second 
Hoar of the Hardenbergh building,lost their 
entire stock, estimated in value at $50,000. 
They are also fully covered by insurance 
and will lose nothing. Lsss on Hardenbergh 
building $40,000. The total losses will 
amount to 4350,00"). 

Romance in Texas. 
Beu9ton Special:—J. W. Rose, a wealthy 

carriage manufacturer, disappeared on the 
2d. His wife and her supposed step-son 
teU the grand jury Rose is Cornelius K&um, 
who in Kingston, N. Y., iu 1866, commit
ted a heavy forgery, deserted his wife and 
three children, came to Texas, made money 
and married Mrs. Dagnall. Rose returned 
to Kingston in 1876, after tbe charge ot 
forgery was outlawed and promised to bring 
his first wife to Texas. Failing, the son fol
lowed him a few months ago and threaten
ing exposure Rose shot him six times. Tne 
son showing signs of recovery, was sent to 
Florida, Rose assuring him that his second 
wife was only his mistress, and at the same 
time inducing her to *ay he uid riae shoot
ing. The boy is now at Houston, but his 
father's whereabouts Is unknown. 

An Interesting' i'atent Suit. 
An interesting case, involving a very in

genious and economical device, has just 
been decided by tbe courts, the particulars 
of which will bear brief mention. Nelson 
Lyon of Albany, N. Y., h-ss recovered judg
ment of $8,447.10 besides cost and interest 
against t*. 1'. Fisher & Co., in the United 
States Circuit Court, at Detroit, Mich., for 
an infringment ot what is known to the 
trade as Lyon's Patent Metallic Heel S.iffen-
er. This contrivance is «neof the most use
ful of modern inventions, and has achieved 
a remarkable sale —over-three-quarters of a 
million dollars worth, the testimony in the 
present suit showed having been disposed of 
since the patent was granted, being a grand 
total ot 273 478 Dounds, or 3 888,000 pairs. 
At oae time the Attorney General or the 
United St.ites declared the Lyon patent in
valid, simply on account of an informality 
ia the application, but this was afterward 
corrected by the Commissioner of Patents, 
in accordance with a special act of Congress 
authorizing sucb correction. Fisher's main 
improvement consisted in elongating the 
screw-hole fastening the plate, and, as de
fendants they based their main defence in 
trying to show the spscial act of congress 
was unconstitutional and that plaintiff's in
vention was not new. Action was com
menced in May, 1880, a perpetual injunc
tion was obtained in December following, 
and the case was referred tc a master to as
certain the profits made by defendants and 
the loss sustained by Mr. Lyon. The mas
ter reported the sum as $3,384,bnt on motion 
the court doubled the same, aud directed 
judgment to ba entered against defendants 
tor sucb double damages, with interest from 
the date of the master's report and costs. 

Joseph Proctor, tne actor, weil known 
hrougli his performances in "Nick of 

the Woods," first appeared on the stage 
in Boston on November 29. 1833. and 
his fiftieth anniversary U to be celebra-
ted in that city by a special benefit mat
inee at the Boston Theater. 

Senator Miller oi California is president 
of the Alaska Fur Seal company a::;] a mil-
ionaire. 


