
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 
Senator Sabin K lee ted Chairman of 

the Republican National Commit
tee, Which Decides Upon Chicago, 
Jane 3, as the Place and Date of the 
National Convention. 
The Republican National Committee met 

et Washington on Wednesday. All the 
states and territories were represented. 

First in the order of proceediBgs was the 
election oi chairman to succeed tlie late Gov. 
Jewell, and this subject WFS dis
posed of shortly after the com
mittee was called together. If was 
shown that he was the only man 
whom it seemed possible to hit upon as ab
solutely free from old factional agreements, 
and tLe only committee who could be 
elected to the place without a contest, which 
it was desired to avoid. This having been 
settled, the programme was carried out by 
placing Ghatfee in the chair temporarily, 
and thea electing Sabin permanent chair
man, he being named by Mr. Elkins. Ibis 
was done unanimously, and Sabin pre
sided over the delioerations of the day, and 

kwill continue to manage the business oi the 
committee and convention. Oa taking the 
chair, Mr. Sabin siid: 

While deeply sensible to the distinguished 
courtesy you have conferred, I am doubt
less, as much surprised as tne country at 
large will be at the announcement of your 
choice, but being pressed by all parties in 
the interest aud claim of jieaceand harmo
ny I uccept what is rather a distastelal posi
tion this time. I trust, however, the work 
of this committee will bs character! z 3d r>y 
the same unanimity with which 1 have 
bee/: elected and at the next election a re
publican president by a like unanimous 
vote ot the whole country. [Ipplause.] 

Gen. John C. New otlereu a resolution, 
which was adopted, providing that a com
mittee of five should bs appointed by the 
chairman to have complete charge ut tne 

^convention, of which committee the presi
dent and secretary should bj iiio uotrs. 

It wa* also decided to have the tiist ict 
conventions within ninety days of the con
vention tQe date of waich was Hied as 
June 3. 

lhc place for holding the contention ex
cited a good deal of interest. Gsutleuun 
were hc-aid in favor of Philadelphia, In
dianapolis, Naif York, Uh*tuqua, esc, but 
Chicago won on tl:e first bsfloi as follows: 
Chi -ago -0 : Saratoga l 
Cincinnati: IS | 1'hilaiielpnia 1 

Chicago was declared the place of the next 
Republican com-ndou. 

T H E r ' . l . r . ,  
The foliowing wns mio:>ted: 
A Republican natioiiHl c-nvcntion will 

nieet :-i Chicago, 111., Tucs lay. J une 3, 1SS-1, 
10 o'clock nooi:, for the nountn t o« ui 

Candida'.'.;.5 to be supported for president 
and vie;- president at the next election. Ke-
pubiican eke ors ot the seve; a! slates, and 
all ottic-r voters without regard to past po
lities; difference?, who are in favor oi ele
vating ami ligniiying American labor; ex
tending and promoti g tiome industry, giv
ing free popular education to the masses ot 
people, seeming free suffrage and honest 
couuiir.e oi ballots, elieciuaiiy protecting 
all fcuniiin rights in tvery section of the 
common country, and wtio oesire to pro
mote triendly feeling and permanent nar 
mony throughout the lanu by securing a 
national government pledge to these objects 
and pr nciples, are cordially invited to send 
for each state lonr delegates at large, for 

i^och congressional district twa delegates, 
T'a'nd for each representative at large two del

egates. 
The call is signed by all the members of 

the convention. Mr. Chandler altered the 
folio win?, which was unanimously adopt
ed: 

Resolved, that th's committee views with 
regret and indignation the rccent attempts 
to suppn;ss°liKman rights, destroy free tu'-
lrage and hmiest counting of ballots in vari
ed States, by methods foreign to humanity 
and civihzitloa. A^aiust the prevalence 
of such methods the Republican party 
stands irrevocably pledged, and we extend 
our sympathy to all sufferers from &ueh 
inhumanities, and pledge our earnest un
conditional support and right hand of fel
lowship to all men, all organizitionc what
ever may be in past political action, who 
now unreservedly commit themselves to an 
organ effort to secure free education, 
free suffrage and protection of life and 

property of all citizens, without regard to 
:ace, cofor. political op nion or vote. 

The committee at 11 o'clock adjourned to 
meet as the Grand Pacid? hotel, Chicago, 
the 3ist of May, ISS-l. 

Mr. Frye of Maine ti-en submitted his 
proposition for the new basis of representa
tion in the next convention which was dis
cussed at great length by various members. 
Logan argued that the resolution proposed 
was not such as the committee had power to 
act upon. He W8S willing to defer it to the 
next national committee, for that was a 
body that had the right to consider it. 
Clayton, opposed the plan, and Magee 
moved that the whole matter be referred to 
the next national convention. Afaeee's 
motion was finally agreed to—yeas 23, nays 

*33. 
The plan was finally referred to the con

vention by a decisive vote, so that the ratio 
of delegates and the size of the next con
vention remains as it was. Senator Logan 
proposed a resolution, making it mandato
ry upon the districts to hold their conven
tions separately and within the several dis
tricts. By the action of the committee at 
the last meeting, it was left optional with 
the districts either to hold their conventions 
for the selection of delegates separately, or 
to separate at the State conventions and do 
their business ot the same place. The 
Southern members of the committee object-
ad to Senator Logan's resolutions to strike 
out the optional feature, saying that in 
many districts thty had no organizations 
and could not holrt sepai ate meetings. It 
being evident that the proposition could 
:it»t p&?3, Senator Logan withdrew it. 

Washington Special:—The election of 
Senator Sabin as chairman gives universal 
satisfaction, owing to the confidence teit 
by all in his personal fairness and his busi
ness-like politics. He said that the lionor 
was unexpected and unsought. He bad de-
cliu d, thinking it wiser to tske some older 
member; but his colleagues be ieve other
wise asd he had yielded when it was 
inown that he was the unanimous choice. 
He had been in favor of Blaine in ISSO, but 
had no candidate, as yet. for 1S84. He was 
not insensible to the compliment to 
himself and to Minnesota, and should 
do all in his power to accomplish 

" the most good for his party, with perfect 
fairness to all aspirants lor the presidential 
honor. Mr. Sabin is one of the youngest 
men in the senate, being but forty years of 
age, and is. ia addition one of the new 
members oi that body, but is already con
sidered one of its most promising men. He 
has been a delegate to eeery national con
vention since he went to Minnesota, name
ly tknse of 1872, 3876 and ISSO, having gone 
to the state iu 1871. In 1872 he was in favor 
ot Grant's nomiaation, and in 1S7G and in 

1880 favored Vlafne, although obliged Co 
oast the Minnesota vote at Chicago lor 
Wirdom. 

Painting the Sky Red. 
Anotbar surprising sunset spectacle was wit

nessed in St. Paal late yesterday afternoon, the 
phenomenon Dresentiog all the characteristics of the 
bright red atmospheric picture oi a week or ten 
days ago. Shortly before 5 o'clock a red glow 
began to lisht up the western horizon, gradually 
apreadinc until a huge area of sky was marked by 
the blood-red coloring. The brightest and clearest 
tingo was just before C o clock, after the sun had 
disappeared from view, and the effect 
was marrelously pretty and brilliant The 
reflection sestued to extend to every
thing in tte range of ona's vision, giving 
the atmosphere, _ ttio buildings, aud the high 
bluffs across the river a rertJish or dark pink tinge; 
while, looking toward the illuminated sky, it 
seemed as if there real!;.' was a tremendous fire 
raging at Minneapolis or away beyond. The red 
glow extended upward to a great height, and 1*. was 
after O o'clock before thft sky assumed its normal 
appearance. The brilliant spectacle attracted 
wide-spread attention and ail miration. A similar 
display, occurring about ten days ago. was made the 
subject of extended comment by the scientists and 
newspaims throughout the civilized world. Last 
evening's phenomenon was much less striking, 
though brilliant enough to entitle it to mention 
a* a most remarkable atmospheric spectacle. 
The display of tea days ago has puz
zled astronomers and the scientific world generally, 
wide differences of opinion existing a* to the causes 
leading to such a wonderful effect. At a meeting 
of the American Astronomical society in New York 
on the evening of the 3J, the curious problem was 
exhaustively discussed. Ono of the members said 
the first phenomenon appeared in San Francisco 
about Nov. 20 of the present year. It was then 
supposed that the appearance was caused by some 
fire burning in the West, although such a supposi
tion placed the fire in the Pacific ocean. Subse
quently the phenomenon was observed iu the Mis
sissippi valley. It seemed as if it progressed from 
west to east across the continent. But on the 9th 
or 10th of November, nearly two weeks before it 
was observed at San Franc sco, similar phenomena 
were seen iu F.nglaud, So wide-spread was the red 
glow that the speaker soon formed the opinion 
that it was due to cosmical causes. He advances 
the theory that the cause of th<* phenomena might 
be reflection from meteoric dust. He also suggest
ed that <h« plieuoinemt of the green snu seen in 
India and South America might be accounted for 
in the same way. The idea was discarded that 
either of these phenomena could be accounted for 
by the volcanic vapors from the island of Java. 
Certain it ia that soma very unusual condition of 
thing* exists in the atmosphere to produce the sin
gular appearances that have recently been wit
nessed. and the display of l ist evning will tend to 
still fnvther mystify the scien'ist and stimulate an 
effort to solve the extraordinary problem. 

DAPTKUN INVESTIGATION". 
New York Sun: A remarkable observation 

was niado by Frof. 13tv.ok->, an industrious as
tronomer of Western New V ork on Wedn s.iav 
eveuiL'g. While searching with his telescope 
for comets, lie saw what lie describes as a 
shower of telescopic meteors "near the situ." 
This, of course, means tliat they were near the 
apparent place of the sun i:i the sky. and not 
literally near that body, for the sun had already 
set at the time, and if what Prof. Brooks caw was 
really a meteor swarm, the meteors must have 
been in the upper regions of our atmosphere. 
Supposed flights of meteors -e:i through tflo-
SCM.'OS liavo occasionally turned out to bo 
ilocks of birds, but an observer as careful and 
experienced as Frof. Brooks SROITH to be 
would not be likely to make ciich a mistako as 
that. Assuming, then, that he really did 
see an extraordinary swarm of uiu'toors, 
and remembering " that meteors large 
pnough to be visible without telescopes 
and some of great size and brilliancy, 
have recently been unusually numorous. 
the suggestion"that the red light seen in the 
sky for several evenings past, long after sun
set, may be caused by reflection froui clouds 
of meteoric dust in the upper portion of the 
atmosphere is not unnatural. Tnere are sev
eral reasons for thinking that the strange light 
is tlio result of some such cause as the pres
ence of meteoric dnst rather ttiau of differences 
of density iu the atmosphere leading to extra
ordinary refraction, la the first place, the 
phenomenon has not only been visiblo over 
an immense extent of territory, but it has 
lasted several days, and has been seen in the 
east before sunrise as well as in the west after 
sunset, so that any abnormal refraction in tho 
atmostphere would have to bo of almost in
credible persistence iu order to account for tho 
observed appearances. Besides, during this 
time thero have been considerable atmospheric 
changes, in respect to temperature, i  huso 
remarkable sunset tiisolays" have also been 
accompanied by a notably hazy appearanco of 
tho sky. 

It is well known that the earth is daily and 
nightly pelted with millions of meteors, tho 
vast majority of which are a'raost instantly 
consumed by the intense heat developed as 
they dash into our atmosphere. Tho products 
of the combustion of these maleors filter fiowly 
down through the air, and have bieu found in 
the shape of metaliic dust oi: the snow fields 
iu the arctic regions, on mountain peaks in 
Europe, and in other similar localities, being 
recognizable by their peculiar chemical com
position. It is also known that the solar sys
tem abounds with swarms of meteors revolv
ing aronnd the sun, and that the earth crosses 
the paths of a number of these, occasionally 
encountering the s'.varan themselves. The 
vast majority of those meteors are very small, 
those that are seen weighing on an "average 
probably only a few grains; and since the tele
scope reveals millions which escape the naked 
eye, it is reasonable to cone'ude that millions 
more are too small to be seen, even with tele
scopes—mere meteoric dust. There are his
toric instances of supposed falls of meteoric 
dust, the most remarkable, perhaps, being that 
of 1783, when Europe, part of Asia, and part 
of Korth America were cuvored for months 
with a dry fog, or haze, which excited tu 
greatest alarm. Frof. Brooks' sn ggestion tha( 
the earth has encountered a cloud of meteoric 
dust is not, therefore, without foundat on iu 
probability. If the recent blazing sunsets have 
really resulted fr.im such a cause, they are 
likely to continue, in a modified form, for some 
time, gradually disappearing as the dust sinks 
lower in the atmosphere. i!ut. although so 
many reasons can be advanced which give 
probability to the theory that m-'teoric dust is 
concerned i:i the production of these strange 
sunset effects, yo' it cannot bo considered as 
pmved, and some better explanation may be 
offered. Whatever the true explanation may 
lurn out to be, however, everybody seems to 
agree in the opinion that the red g are in the 
west during tho last throe or four evenings has 
been one of the most singular spectacles be
held in the sky for many years. 

Frank. James Xot Yet, Clear. 
Kansas City Special: There was a gather

ing here recently ot oid time confederates 
and companions of Quantreli and other 
rough riders of ihe ''Lost Caii3°," in order 
to a-jsist Frwik .Tames, the noted outlaw, in 
obtaining bail for his many crimes. It has 
been kaown for sometime that the step was 
to be taken, and in consequence officers 
from various localities were on band to se
cure the prisoner, if perchance he was «n've 
bis liberty. His bail in flic sunt_ of io,./uO 
lor the Blue Out robbery was finished, but 
he wc3 immediately rearrested 
by the sheriff of Gallatin county 
upon the charge of having murdered 
Cashier Sheets at Gallatin, Dec. 7. 1£G9, and 
will 1)2 taken to that point the 14th. 
United States marshals were on hanrt with 
writs for James' arrest for tho llussel Shoals 
(Ala) robbery, and for stopping United 
States mails." A 'so an ctiicer from North-
field. -Minn., witb a requisition from Gov. 
Hubbard, The prisoner and his friends 
were greatly surprised at the course taken 
by the oilicers: in returning the outlaw to 

his old quarters at Gallatin. It is not known 
whether he will bs allowed bail in that 
case. 

A Sad Tale or City Life. ' 
G. P. Pease forged checks in New York 

for $43, being driven to it by banger. When 
c ught he was so weak that it was with dif
ficulty that he was led to a restaurant, 
where a hearty meal enable-1, him to tell his 
story. About two weeks ago ha came to 
New Yojk with his young wife. The coup
le endured a srrat many hardships through 
the inability of Pease to obtain work, and 
after daily wandering about the streets they 
were obliged to ston at nights in the parks. 
At last the won-.an's strength gave out and 
slia went to the home for the friendless. 
Pease, while warming himself in the v'etro-
politan hotel, fouti •' the check on the floor 
where it had been dropped by Lesh & 
Hecht'a bookkeeper, aud was in so desti
tute a conditio;* tnat it induced him tc com
mit the crime ot targety. The prisoner Mas 
dressed in a summer suit, and had a num
ber of newspapers wrapped around his 
body to keep him warm. He had no stocK-
ings. The complaining parties refused to 
prosfcute the unfortuuate man. He was 
discharged. 

PInc Land Classification and Sate. 
Mr. Strait also introduced a bill to rrovido 

for the classification and disposition of the 
vine timber latfds belonging to tho public do
main. It wi hdraws these lands from sale or 
o'her disposal ond provides that:' 

Tney shall not be subject to pre-emption or 
homestead eutry. It directs tlio secretary of 
tuts interl'ir to ciassity the lands which 
art) chietlv valuable or salaole for 
iiine timber und cause a;> anpraisat 
of the fine tti '-renii, so far as surveys have been 
lead p. and ;it llie value o; such lands In' letrul sub
divide;! of folly anil lidity acre tracts or I'ruo-
iionals thereof, and all pre-emption or homestead 
••titri-r. ur ti 'inas tnereof, made after the ilain of 
t!i" at'lirov.u of this act. sltnil 1k» canceled ami tiie 
moot y ]iai'l therefor returned in t;;e manlier wn-
vid d tiv law in cute of eiToiu-oiis saics. Jt fnr-
tlit '. '  (jj jviiles that HID presid--nt m.iy tiom tini" to 
time, ai lit-d:«Te:io'!, In- nroeiam ition, ;.n;lii r '/. _• 
t lfjMiioof sn. h i>i:i» timber latuK in siii-u •tistiictf. 
(jtla'iiiiie* aud tracts a< lie deems for ;lm iiitc:vsts 
of Hi" cuverrmeiit. iieidM-rs mid reciveis of tins 
'and districts ill widcii as:y »t:cli lands s-o aulliori:: i.i 
to l-i) s.-ld ,:ie situate.1, shall, upon the SSIM of 
si.cii i.in.iaiuatii.u, advertise tilts i.iKiis [or silo in 
ih' ir i esjii .-tit e districts in iln> r.i.inu-.-r now pro
vided IIV law ami tip' regulations ot the sieii-rai 
laud :. 'lu'i\ descrili t.v: m sneh ii"ti. '.M the tracts 
.iiitho:./. >d t.i 1)-.' sold. Tin) public sales t.f 
-i.vli ian.'.s shad lie l:t-p: open for lour 
wo an 1 no longer. The iiids aliaU b-* 
iv ity or eiii 'tty nor.' tracts, or fr.ictio:iaN Iher-of, 
ami ea.-ii I i ! shlie iu writing ale! s •; I •,!, and no 
n d suatl in- opeiwd:>r accented uuiii the rxiKiati.ut 
ot the 11;i. ' ot iiI.T:'lie sal'1, a:i.i ti:e no ;:••(» or auV"i*--

-!:;eiit of s:u- sli.*v!l specify the tii;-,. '  and p'aco of 
op-ii:!i '» Mich'bids. Ti." c.nnniHsion-r oi the u>'n-
er.ti latid v>ltict) shall prescribe sip-h IU c.S ami 
1 atiivis for makiio.. '. receiving, oiicinii^ 
ant eirtriie,' such luiis as be may lieeta 
Iie.-c-s Ii y, ami no b ds ,-h.ill be considered for a less 
sua) ili.in iwo-'hi.-d- tlie appraised vaiivt thereof. 
1 tie slie, shad be to the hie!,,.;! balder for cash, to 
be paid upici iu..- acc'ititauec ..I lie* hid, and tin* siie 
si la II ii1 sill ,i - et to i lie appi o val of t lie s.er.-iar;,- of 
the in-1 nor, and shall be canceled i: it appears that 
by coiitisioii of bi.ld jr.-. or oit:e:' cause nr mean-, a 
firr sale has been prevented. All mineral I amis 
shall bo i-sotupt. from the operations of the act. 

A Sou'h"r:i Tnuvily. 
Jli!lodgnviHo(Ga ) Special: Twelve years ago 

Hubert Humph1 eys of jtiu-tow comity grew 
jealotiH of the attentions paid his wife by other 
men. Ho watched for criminating evidence 
without avail. One night,while peering through 
the bedroom window, lie thought he detected 
a man in bed, and, tiling m him, ran off, not 
knowing that it was bin own child lie had 
kil luii. The mother, knowing that her 
imsbaud was not coming hack, lad 
taken her daughter to bed with her. Hum
phreys was tried, convicted, and sentenced 
to death. Jtelora the day of execution ar-
lived lie made liis o-capo. Tvve.ve years 
( lapsed ami nothing was heard of him. during 
which time his wife, believing him dead, had 
remarried. Three months ago .-several Harlow 
enmity iiu'ii, prospecting through tho neigh
boring eouuty of Catoosa, cmuo acros-s die 
alino-t forgotten murderer, who, under another 
came, had went to work, tai ncti a, sintll farm, 
and was thriving within a day's walk of tin: 
Kc-. no of his crime. T'ney promptly tool; him 
in charge. Since then ho has beau iu Uartow 
jail awaiting resentetica. The governor, on 
being iippealed to, ordered a commission ot 
inn iey, which decided that tho mall was hope 
it -.-ly dcnifutjd. To-day lie was placed in the 
S at.: Ksyluin for insane. 

Gsn. Longstreet made a speech at Wood
stock, III., last summer, artd was visibly 
overc me, according to the papers, by his 
feelings on the new friendship of north amJ 
south. He now explains that it was sim
ply pain caused bf a bullet in his threat 
which he got at the battle of tha Wilderness. 

Mr?. Mary Pcnfield of Kockford, III., and 
her daughter, were arrested in Berlin, Ger
many. recently'oti suspicion of being nihil
ists. Thay were sin1 ply going about shop-
pine in the unattended American way. 

The postmaster general has called on ti e 
attorney general for an interoretation of 
the act of Murch 3, 1883, providing a read-
jiislment of salaries of po-tnitistets in ac
cordance with the act of June 12, 18CC. A 
very large number ot" claims have neen 
made by postmasters for back pay under 
this act, and the amount involved is vari
ously estimated at $2,000,010 to $4,000,000. 

A meeting of members of the Van tier-
slice family vva3 held at Philadelphia to 
prosecute their claim to the property of 
Jacob Yanderslice, who died iii U )rt, Hol
land, in 182 >. leaving an estate no*' valuc-d 
at jioO.OOti 000. .lacob hid no cniidren and 
the claimants ars descendants of his fivj 
brothers. 

The wife of.Tohn ITorrie of Honiarvilie, 
New Brunswick, gave birth to four boys on 
the afternoon of the 13th inst. o.iedie-1. 
two hours aiterward. The others are dointr 
vieil. 

One of the largest cattle saiea on recorr] 
was consummated at Denver, D. H. and J. 
W. Snyder & Co., of Denver.bougbt of Sny
der Bros., (it Georgetown, Tex., over29 0t)0 
head ot cattle and 400 horses; consideration, 
$700,000 cash. 

At Indianapolis Dr. E-lward Griffiths, 
whose daughter, MTS. E. T. Johnsou, dic.1 
recently from the effects of a pisiol nhct 
wound, suppose:-! fo have befu inflicted by 
herself, bus brought suit to set -t-ide a deed 
executed oy i er the night before the tradg-
edy. He alleges that her bus1 and obtained 
the property by fraud and deception, aided 
by i!?v. Dr. Wakefield oi Richmond, Iori., 
who was mislfd and countenancea the 
scheme. The plaintiff cVargcs that John-
son'falseiy represented his wife to have 
been seduced fey Col. Henry of Knoxville, 
Tens. He says she was shot and kilted iu 
bed. intimating foul play. 

Tyler & Frost, shoe manufacturers, of 
Lvnn, Mass , and Joseph Mullet of Eist 
Brookfield, have failed. Liabilitiej not 
stated. 

A CLOSE CALL 

A Storm of Ballets—An Incident of 
tlie Cattle of Fredericksburg. 

"Did you ever have a very 'close call* 
during the wa«-? "asked a Stat reporter of 
n prominent clerk in the Postotlice de
partment, who served in Hancock's old 
division of the 2d corps. 

"Close call?'—yes, several. We had 
them nearly every day from '61 to 'OV, 
but the closest call I "ever had was at 
Fredericksburg, when Gen. I>urn«ide 
oidered the attack oil Marye's Heights. 
Our division was in the advance, and 
lost more men that i'.;y than the balance 
of the troops engaged on the right wing. 
When my regiments filed out of the 
streets oi' the town we mustered 2IS, and 
that night only twenty-seven answered 
roll 'call. All were not 
killed but every man left alivo out
side of the twenty-seven could show a 
wound. I was one of the number who 
responded at muster after the light. 
Our adjutant was also present, yet dur
ing the engagement he received an in
jury that prevented hiai from lying on 
his back or taking a ootnfoitable seat for 
two weeks. We noticed something pe
culiar in his trait, but, he being a proud 
maD.'jio one dared to ask what was the 
cause, and it was months before we found 
out." 

"I will tell you the story of my ex
perience that" day," continued the vet
eran. "Directly after we leitthe streets 
to make the attack, I felt a tug at the 
haversack by my side, hut, was too busy, 
looking ahead, to investigate the cause. 
Next, came a decided jerk under the left 
tu in, and upon examination a hole was 
found through both my coats—for it was 
winter, December loth 1802. The 
Johnnie's bullets did not touch my 
clothes again until we got to within oO 
feet of the xtone wall, at the base of the 
hill, under the Marye's mansion. 
The lire from the three lines of 
battle oi the enemy.—one at tl;e top, 
one on the side, and o:\e at the foot of 
the riitge,—had been steady ail the way 
tip the slope from the town; but when 
we reached the vicinity oi the wall, and 
it appeared we were carrvitig every-
thinu before us, the jaws of hell seemed 
to open on both sides. 1 never was in 
such a fire, from Hull Run to Appomat
tox, as we experienced that moment. 
r«ullets or pieces of shell seemed to be 
striking everything sibove ground, near 
where we stood iu line, and one by one 
our men fell dead or wounded. A smal! 
board fence in our front disappeared in 
less than half a hour. A spliuter from 
this fence struck tne across the bridge of 
the nose and eyelids, aud made the 
biood lly for a second or two. It wasonly 
a scratch, but I thought at the time that 
halt m.v head was gone aud concluded to 
lie down and calmly await the approach 
of death. Just then a piece of a shell 
took oil' my rigid, coat-tail. This hasten
ed the movement into a horizontal 
position on the ground, from 
which I did not stir, until dark
ness put a stop to the slaughter, except 
io crawl up u few feet closer to the hub 
of an old wagon-wheel, that had been 
stuck in the ground probably for years. 
The rains of many seasons had washed 
the earth down hill against the hub, aud 
it afforded an excellent protection 
for my wounded (?) head. Once, and 
only once, did I venture to look out 
from this haven of rest, and then a 
southern gentleman behind that mem
orable stone wall took the cap off my 
head with a bullet from his rifle. Gou 
only knows where that cap went, for I 
never looked for itngain. After this a 
bullet lodged in my knapsack, which 
was exposed above the wheel hub. Tho 
old spokes of the w'teel were all knocked 
out. in fact the members of the oppo
sition behind the wall shot off their guns 
at everything within range until they 
(jot tired, and the line of blue coats was 
so still that there seemed to be no life 
in it. .Someufew were crowded behind a 
lu ick house a short distance off. These 
were the only men who*appeared to be 
alive, and towards the last all their en
ergies were apparently devoted to keep-
inu under cover of the house. 

"Just, at this time a new danger ap
peared in our rear. A green regiment, 
over whose backs we marched into the 
light, t'uit morning, opened fire on the 
enemy, us they thought, but their ran^e 
was too low, and the bullets from their 
guns were striking along our posi
tion and finishing the work of destruc
tion. My place of shelter and that be
hind the houses was open and exposed to 
this fueiiade. One of the first bullets, 
fired by ibis regiment ought in the 
hollow of in)- right, shoe and tore oft' the 
heel. This "was the only danger done 
tne by these blundering volleys, but 
many of our men were killed by the 
shots from behind. Tiie knowl
edge that a tellow is bet ween two fires is 
not pleasant, and for nearly three long 
miserable hours we waited for night to 
•e ieve us from our awkward position. 
It was by this fires from the rear thatoui 

gallant adjutant was damaged in the way 
I have mentioned. 

"When darkness came on the few who 
had strength enough to move cratvled 
down to the city. A tall old veteran, 
who had followed Gen. .Scott through 
Mexico and who was then a member of 
my company, was the only man in my 
immediate neighborhood whom I could 
recognize as belonging to the regiment 
of 21S men who faced the heights that 
morning. We brought out the colors 
and by" rolling and creeping succeeded 
in reaching shelter under the brick walls 
of the town. Nearlv two ami a half 
years after, when Lee's army slacked 
arms for the last time, I asked what was 
the hottest place he was ever in, and 
fie replied, without a moment's; hesita
tion, 'Fredricksburg.' That night while 
old Mike ahd I were preparing to have 
some supper, near the corner of lJriu 
cess and Caroline streets, I put my right 
hand in my haversack to get some crack
ers and iipon examining the handful 
brought out we found tiiu bullet, which 
had caused the first tug at mv side that 
morning. This discovery led Mike to 
remark: "Better have it iu your hand 
than where you are putting that hard 
tack and coflee." 

"That is t.'ie storv of one day's life in 
the army of the Potomac," added the 
veteran. "Tiie experience is not ex
clusively mine. Hundreds can fell a 
similar "storv; and for that reason you 
are not to usa my name. All you want 
33 some more li'-ht on the events of a 

day (Hat will never be efibc'ed from my 
memory if I live to the age ot Methuae* 
ah." 

^ m  -I 4~ f  

Miscellany. 
Some San Francisco fisuermen recent

ly caught a singular marine monster, 
which they call an elephant fisb, in 
their net, after a struggle or several 
hours, during whicb ihe creature drag
ged the smack a long distance, li .neas-
ures nine feet eight inches iu length, 
Jour feet wide, and seven feet in cir
cumference, and has a mouth eighteen 
inches wide. It appears to belong to 
the shark species, and part of a humanr 
body was found in its maw. 

The value of the willow crop of 
Wyoming county, N. Y., is estimated at' 
$12,001). The heaviest crops are found-
in the towns of Perry, Gainsville and 
Warsaw, and the willows are shipped to 
Syracuse, Buffalo and New York to Ger
man basket-makers, where they com
mand fi\ m il to $24 per ton. He fore 
ISti'J the willows had to be stripped of 
their bark where they were raised, 
which was accomplished by standing 
the bunches in a stream of water. 
Since 1SI»0 tue buyers take them bark; 
aud all, and strip' the stalk by steam 
power, which makes it more profitable 
for the producers. 

Among the Oriental rugs oa exhibi
tion at the Boston Fair there are two 
which are so fine that photographs haves 
been made of them for exhibition, am! 
tiiey are some of the finest ever seen in 
this country. One of them is 21 feet,. 10 
inches by 7 feet in size. One scarcely 
recognizes the fact that such specimens 
as these find ready sale among connois
seurs at Jl.outl each. Another good rii_',; 
smaller in size, line and thin, woven nr 
dark, rich colors, is the Senoh. In many 
respects it resembles the Afghanii-tan. 
These rugs are valued at about $2oi>. 
There is not one factory in the world 
that makes Mecca rugs. They are made 
entirely by families, and it is only pos
sible to get three or four at a time". 

.Some views on cholera, bused on a 
successful practical experience with .lit 
disease in Madrid and the Phililippinos. 
have been expressed to the Paris Acad
emy of Sciences by Mons. Hainan do 
Lumi; lie believes thai the cause of 
cholera is always to be found in the at
mosphere; that ii. exerts its action exclu
sively through the respiratory organs: 
that its inculution is most likely to take 
place during a passive condition of the 
individual, particularly during sleep; 
that the microbe or ferment acts chiefly 
on the blood-corpuscles,(preventing prop
er oxidation, and no leading to gradual 
suffocation; that the only safe remedy is 
the inhalation of nitrous acid mixed with 
air; and that, the best means of preven
tion is the tiilrous fumigation of rooms, 
utensils, etc., twice a day. 

The Dashaway Society, a noted tcm-
perancu organization of San Francisco, 
had a peculiar origin. One night in the 
early history of the city a party of men 
were winding up a spree in a sdoon, 
when one of the members dashed the 
liquor from the glass, and mid: "1 dash 
it away forever!" From 'his incident 
the society was formed. 

The New Orleins Times-Democrat 
claims that, according to the census re
port, although the southern states possess 
only one-eighteenth of the wealth of the 
country, they contribute one-sixth of all 
the money expended lor school purposes 
—contributing to their schools three 
times as liberally as the north or west, 
while they furnish one-fourth oi all the 
scholars in the public schools. In the 
south, loo, theie is no distinction in the 
pay of male and female teachers—both 
are paid alike. The census also shows 
that children are much more numerous 
in the south than in the north and west, 
in proportion to the population, the 
birth rate being decidedly higher, and 
the number of children to tho family 
greater. 

One of the best stories of Jthe season 
comes from Wrightsville, S. (J., and is 
thus told by the Recorder: "A lady 
while engaged in the pursuit of her <io-
meslic duties, encountered a niou.se in 
the flour barrel. Now most ladies, under 
such circumstances, would have uttered 
a genuine shriek and then sought safctv 
in the garret; but this ono possessed 
more than the ordinary degree of genu
ine courage. She summoned the man 
servant aud told him to get the gun, call 
the dog and stationed heisell tit a con
venient distance, then she clambered 
U[.-stairs and commenced to punch the 
flour barrel with a pole. Presently the 
mouse made its appearance and started 
across the floor. The doif started at 
once in pursuit. The man filed and the 
dog dropped dead. The Jaily i.\inte<j, 
fell do wn thej-tuiirs, and the man, think-
iug Htie was killed, and ft tiring i.hat be 
Weill I be arrested for murder, disap
peared, and bus not, been Keen shite. 
The mouse escaped." 

.New York spent for education la';t 
year, 

JIow "Tilt; Srfuiet Letter" W a s  
Written. 

An intimate friend of Hawthorne's 
nas related the fo'lowing charming little 
anecdote, showing the circumstances un
der which one of iiis best novels was 
written: One wintry day Hawthorne re
ceived at the oilian notification that his 
service would no longer be required. 
With heaviness of heart he repaired to 
his J«u nbie home. His voting wile rec
ognized the change and stood watching 
for the silence io be broken. At length 
he fahered: ' I am removed from office." 
She left the room; soon returned with 
fuel and kindled a bright fire witb her 
>wn hands; next she brought pen, pa-
ner. ink. and settiiein before him. Then 
-.'le touched the sad mau on the shoui-
ier, and, as he turned to the beaming 
fice, said: "Now you can write your 
•look." The cloud cleared away. Tne 
. )st office looked like a cag-; from which 
:.e had escaped. "Tiie Scarlet f.etter'' 
••as written, and a marvelotH success re
garded the author ami his stout-hear.-

«l wife.—N. Y. Home Journal. 


