
GOVERNMENT LANDS! 
iHow to Get Uncle Sam's Gracious 

Gift of a Good Farm. 

The U. 8. Land Laws Briefly Summarised. 

Following is a summary in the briefest 
possible manner of the leading points of 
our land laws, so far as they refer to the 
Timber Culture, Pre-emption andllome-
stead acts, itemized in such a way that 
will be clear to all desirous of such in
formation. Intending settlers can ob
tain the full text of these regulations by 
addressing "Commissioner of the Gen-
end Land Office, Washington, D. C.," 
and also obtain all information with re
gard to the locality in which thfey desire 
to settle, from the agent of that particu
lar district. The officers are located as 
follows: 
Grand Forks, for Red River Valley, mid

way between Canadian boundary and 
Fargo. 

Fargo, intersection of Red River Valley 
and Northern Pacifin Railroad. 

Bismarck, Missouri River Country, at 
intersection of Northern Pacific Rail-
road. , 

Creelsburg (Devil's Lake City) for the 
Devil's Lake region, North Dakota, to 
the Canadian frontier. 

Anerdaen, midway in the James River 
country. 

Mitchell, on Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul R. R- Southeastern Dakota. 

Watertown, on Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad, Eastern Dakota, midway be
tween Fargo and Yankton. 

Yankton, Southeastern Dakota. 
Deadwood, for Black Hills Country, in 

Southwestern Dakota. 
The address is simply, "THE U.S. 

LAND OFFICE, FAKGO, DAKOTA TEK-
KITOKY, U. S.," or whichever office it 
may de desired to communicate with. 

PRE- EMPT ION ACT. 
WIIO CAN CLAIM—Heads of families 

(whether 21 years of age or not) hus
bands, sons, or widows; all persons, male 
or female, over 21 years of age, citizens 
of the United States, or who have de
clared intention to become such. 

WHO CANNOT CLAIM—No person wlm 
is the owner of 320 acres of land in any 
state or territory. So that any one who 
desires to have the benefit of all three 
acts may pre-empt when • he holds a 
homestead or tree claim, but is not al
lowed to pre-empt if he already holds 
both a homestead and tree claim. 

REQUIREMENTS—Continuous resi
dence, settlement and cultivation until 
final proof. 

PKICE—In Dakota, within the 40-mile 
railroad belt, the price per acre is $2.50; 
outside the belt the price is $1.25. 

FINAL PROOF AND PAYMENT—Must 
be made in 33 months from date of set
tlement and may be made after six 
months of actual residence and improve
ment. The improvements must be of a 
substantial and valuable character, and 
the facts must be attested by claimant 
and two competent witnesses. 

FEES—Two dollars when the applica
tion or declaratory statement is made, 
and $8 at final proof. 

NOT TRANSFERABLE—Claims cannot 
be transferred until title is perfect . 

ONE ENTRY ONLY—Only one pre
emption is allowed to one and the same 
individual. 

No SPECULATION—Pre-emptor must! 
also swear that he has not settled said 
land ior speculation but for his own ex
clusive use. i 

HOMESTEAD ACT. 
WAO CAN CLAIM—lleads of families, 

(whether 21 years of age or not) hus
bands, sons, or widows; all persons, male 
or female, over 21 years of age, citizens 
of the United States, or who have de
clared their intention to become such. 

RETIREMENTS—Continued residence 

FINAL PROOF—Cannot be made with
in five years and must be made within 
seven. Settlers must swear to his con
tinuous residence and cultivation; that 
the homestead has not been alien
ated (unless for church, school seminary 
or railroad requirements) that he is sole 
bona fide owner of it or actual settler; 
that he will bear true allegiance to the 
Government of the United States. This 
testimony must be supported by two 
credible witnesses. 

TREE CULTURE ACT. 
WHO CAN CLAIM—Heads of families, 

(whether 21 years of age or not) hus
bands, sons, or widows; or all persons, 
male or female, over 21 years of age, 
being residents of the United States, or 
having declared their intention to be
come such. 

ONE ENTRY ONLY—Can be made by 
the same individual for one quarter sec
tion of untimbered land, but as many 
entries can be made in the same section 
as will aggregate a quarter of one whole 
section. 

ONE CLAIM IN A SECTION—Not more 
than one tree claim of ltiO acres can be 
allowed in a section of 640 acres. 

How CULTIVATED—Of the quarter 
section allowed for tree culture, ten 
acres must be pianted to trees in the fol
lowing manner: | 

First year, five acres must be broken. | 
Second year, the first five acres must! 

be cultivated, to a crop, and another five j 
acres broken. 

WHY THEY KICK! 
A Courier Correspondent Tells 

Why Eastern Squealers Squal 
so About Dakota. 

Gotthold tells us that Hans Priem was 
admitted into paradise on the express 
condition that he was not to indulge a 
habit he had acquired of censuring and 
criticising whatever came under his no
tice. As he entered he saw two angels 
carrying a beam crossways, and knock
ing it against every object they met. 
but he said nothing. He next saw two 
angels drawing water from a fountain 
and pouring it into a cask which had 
holes in the bottom, but still he held his 
peace. And many other things of the 
same kind he although suppressed his 
his thoughts and his remarks appre
hending that he might otherwise be ex
pelled from the place. At last he saw a 

i cart stuck in the mire, with one pair of 
horses hooked into it before and another 
pair behind, and the driver urging both 
simultaneously forward. This was too 
much for Hans, and he was unable to 
refrain from some criticism. The con
sequence was that he was siezed by two 

I angels and turned to the door. Before 
| it stood behind him, however, he looked 
| behind him and perceived that the 

horses were winged, and had succeeded 
in drawing the cart out of the mud into 
the air, and he wisely concluded that 

GEO. I.. LESHAM (j ,1. JI. BURIliSLL 

H. Ck PICKETT, Cashier. 

BANK OR COOPERSTOWN 
A General Banking Business Transacted. 

Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 
Negotiate for Non-Residents First Mortgage Loans 

BEARING* lO AMI) 12 PER CENT! 
Interest on City Property and Improved Farms. 

COUNTY AND SCHOOL SECURITIES BOUGHT AND SOLD. 
Insurance Written in the best Companies at reasonable 

rates. A large amount, of city property, improved » 
and unimproved farms for sale. 

WSEND FOR OUR CIRCULAR. * 

EVERYBODY 

: there could be no doubt that in the cases 
Tlmdyear, the hrst five acresi inust be jofthe beam and the ^ there were 

planted with timber seeds,cuttings or, bisons why things were 
trees, and the second hve acres cropped.> as th were h| the ,and of 

lourth year, the second 5 acres must, Quil,8 u,ere are aml not a few math RIld 

be planted with timber seeds, or- cut- j eagt aml west in our coimtry, who like 

tings, or trees, and hrst live acros oi tim- „ can,t retrai„ and are pouring out 
ber properly cultivated. 

Fifth to eight years, the whole amount 
of ten acres of timber must be contin
uously cultivated, and, if destroyed by 
grasshoppers, drought or other inis-

their native colic against the land of the 
Dakotas, and all that's being done by an 
enterprising, prosperous people in the 
permanent development of one of the 
most fertile districts on the contiuet ol' 

chance, must be replaced. In such cases j North America. It is one of the most 
an extension of time is allowed. | inexplicable things to these editors that 

FINAL PROOF—A patent for the land exist, in the reason of things, that a man 
will be issued at the expiration of eight: having one hundred acres in Pennsylvan-
years from the date of entry, or at any ' ia of which 20 under the plow cost him the 
time within five years thereafter, if j best part of twenty years labor t t redeem 
ant or his heir shall prove by two cred- j from stumps, roots and stone, should 
ible witnesses that not fewer than 2,700 sell out his old home and locate in a land 
trees have been planted to the acre and j where ltiO acres good land is given him 
that 675 living and thrifty trees are grow-1 and in one year s thne ^ have Wlth 

ing on each acre, or c,7o0 in all, at time j one team ioo acres under the plow 
of proof. i Wdl in hand for a good crop. The im-

\\ HAT IS TIMBER i The following penetrable mist still blinds these disciples 
are recognized by the act: Ash, alder, 0j- growler w hen their neighbor aiul friend 
birch, beech, black walnut, basswood, a.ft*?r one year's sojourn in Dakota sends 
black locust, larch, maple, box elder,, them cheerful news—saying that he is 
oak, pine, cedar, chestnut, cottonwood, j happy and contented, and that his ex-
elm, fir, spruce, hickory, honey-locust,: perfence has confirmed his mostsanguine 
plane-tree or cotton-tree, buttonwood or ; expectations and that no inducement 
or sycamore, service tree or mountain coul(l t.lk<; hin, back u, dodge his team 
ash, white walnut or butternut, white |K.t\veen stones and stumps on the old 
willow, and white wood or tulip tree. | plantation. As dark as ever seems the 

Y\ HEN FORFEIT A RLE If require- mystery to these grumble-town people 
ments of law are not complied with • when at the end of the second year they 
within one year from date of entry, claim jK,ar ajrajn from their old neighbor that 
reverts to Government. i jie |ias jiad g0(Ki health, good crops, and 

I1 EES tour teen dollars at time of as jr(KXj time generally in his new west-
entry for 1(50 acres, and $4 more at final, ern home, and that the gift of Uncle 
Pr<M)t- Sam of 1(50 broad acres is estimated to 

NOT LIABLE FOR I>EBT-The tree be worth 

claim cannot be liefd for debts contract-, -jenisha, whafs the matter with 
ed prior to the issue of the patent there- j that brat that she squalls all the nioru-

' i • i * . ! ing through? I wish you would exain-Thetree claim does not require resi- . .... . ., , me carefully and see. ' denee. ••1 es, ma am I will. 

s 
SHOULD .KNOW 
that the cheapest place in seven counties * 

to buv 

HARDWARE 
* STOVE* 

is at the emporium of 

STEVENS & ENGER, 
COOPERSTOWN. DAKOTA, 

where can lie found a complete Line of 
Stoves and Tinware. 

Builders' Hardware, 
Iron, Nails, Glass Putty. 

OUR STOCK OF 

HEAVY & SHELF GOODS 
is lull and our prices are guaranteed to be 

as low as the lowest. 

Guns, Ammunition, Blacksmith 
coal, etc., etc. 

We keep a First-Class Tinsmith and are prepare*! 
to do jobbing expeditiously. Come and look 

our stock over before doing any business 
in our line, and you will find us ready-

to sell honest goods for honest 
prices. 

STEVENS & ENGElt. 

GEO. L. LSVII VM, Pruiidmit. 
N. L. L!I VIIWI. tf ju'L MI:U,MI\ 

L'MJTS S. L'iVII VM, TYnistirer. 
RUDJLF UiilU, Swretary. 

-:0: 

The Lenham Elevator &LumberCo., 
I INCORPORATED.! 

CAPITAL $503,033.00. 

Grain Elevators, 
LUMBER YARDS, 

Farm Machinery ! 

Dakota's Productiveness. 
Dakota takes takes the pot, when you 

come to talk about fertile soil. A farm-
! er planted a small house. lUx 1:2 on his 
quarter section, and the next year it 

| had grown into a large and pleasant 
| farm house, with green blinds and ver-

" Well, I declare, if there isn't a pin 
sticking right into her poor little body ! 
It's enough to make any child squall." 

Some of our eastern, western and 
southern brethren have pins still in their 
swadling clothes. In a few years the 
nurse will have them out. Then they 

ETC., ETC. 
At all paints on the line of the Sanborn, Coopers-

town & Turtle Mountain Railroad. 
COAL BT THE TON OR CARLOAD. 

Prices Lower than can be found elsewhere in North Dakota 
oil all kinds of 

j anda attachment, llis pump had grown will feel better, 
into a wind mill, and instead of one cow 
he had a whole herd. His land had run 
over its boundary and covered three-
quarters of a section. He had grown 
from a slim, dyspeptic person to an in-

Ql'ILL. 

.. „ .. [dividual of over 'J(J0 pounds, and liis! 

settlement and cultivation for live years ; pockfct hmk ,|ad so ,ieavy he had 

trom date ot entiy. j to invest in government bonds. Who' 
SALE INVALID—The sale of a home

stead by the settler to another party be
fore the completion of the title, vests no 
title in purchaser and will not be recog
nized by the Government. 

ONE ENTRY ONLY—The law allows 
but one homestead privilege, and a set
tler who abandons or relinquishes his 

| says Dakota soil is not productive?—Ex. 

Vacant Land Limited. | 
One of the papers in a new county.1 

not far from the Missouri river, express-1 
es the opinion that at this time next 
year there will not be a piece of desir-; 
able land east of the great river. That 

claim cannot make a second entry: j looks somewhat extravagant, but the ' 
FEES—Eighteen dollars at time of en- j more carefully the situation is examined j 

try and $8 additional at final proof when j—the extent of land yet to be entered,; 
patent issues. i the rapidity in which it is being taken i 

ABSENCES—An occasional visit to j and the indications for immigration in j 

the land every few weeks, and occupa- ! the spring—the less of improbability ap- ! 

tion by a steward, with cultivation is pears in the statement. New railroads 
not sufficient. The homestead must be | will give easy access to all the new sec- ; 
the actual home of the claimant. Occa- j tions to surpass anything known in the, 
sional absence for a few days, or even i history of the country, unless it should | 
weeks, if good faith be shown in all re- J be checked by unfortunate legislation in 

BLACKSMITHING! 
The Place for BluckHiiiithiiig 

A S  IT S H O U L D  M E  i 

— IS AT 

MOORE & SANSBURN'Sl 
On Roberts Street, Gooperstown. 

j HORSESHOING rect-ivcN MpRcinl intention and in 
| done in tin: Hict nwl Mont Careful manner. 
! J CUBING of every di-wcription. 
I A trial Hclicited. 

G. F. NEWELL, M. D. 

Physician and Surgeon! 
Corner of T.enbam Ave. and Tenth St., 

Cooperstown, • • Dakota. 

SASH DOORS, MOULDINGS, 
BUILDING PAPER, 

BUILDING MATERIAL, ETC. 
Allow us to Estimate on anything in our line. It will Con

vince you that we will not be Undersold. 
MAYNARD CRANE, Manager, 

COOPERSTOWN, Dak. 

-HAS A FULL LINE OF 

PURE DRUGS, 
MEDICINES, 

TOILET GOOnS 
and STATIONERY. 

LIM mm HI LUI ASK, 
j Coopeistown, Griggs Co., D. T. 

SPECIAL ATTENTION Givn to FINAL PROOFS and CONTEST CASES. 
Money to Loan on Final Proof and Real Estate. 

I'lats and Abstracts of Uriggs County on Hand. 

Real Estate Bought and sold on Commission. 
Taxes-paid and Investments Made for Non-Residents. 

Choice Farm Lands and City Lots For Sale. 

spects, will not subject the claim to for
feiture. 

NOT LIABLE FOR DEBT —Home
steads are not liable for debts contract
ed prior to issue of patent. 

COMMUTED HOMESTEAD—If a settler 
does not wish to reside for live years up
on his tract, he may pay lor it at the 
rate of $2.50 per acre any time after six 
months' residence and cultivation. 

CHANGED TO PRE-EMPTION—Ilome-
stt ads may be turned into pre-emptions 
at any time within five years from date 
of entry. 

congress.—Fargo Argus. 
| Will exitmiw! and ptweribe for pinii'iitn. com 

"To Dakota" is as common a word as j 
was "On to Richmond"' in the days of i 
the rebellion, and the echoes will not die ' 
away until the thousands of flourishing 1 

and happy homes will have beautified; 
the land, and the power of man trans- ; 
formed the whole of this great territory j 
into aland the choicest on earth.—Min
nesota Farmer. 

pound iirecriptioiiH und practice fitrgcry 
gftiieralJv. 

BYRON ANDRUS, 

Law and Real Estate, 
r «> 

COOI'EHSTOWX. DAKOTA. 

figrWm. Glass loans money 
proof, and on titled land. 

for final 
;istf. 

Spodal utU'niioii giwn to Inisiiu-MK before tho L\ 
S. LaiM Otlicviil Kjirtro. Funn Land* aiid 

Town Lot* BOUGHT nn<1 HOJII on 
commission. 

COOPERSTOWN LOTS! 
For ifiiic at Hrst hand*. 

(H. A. ROBERTS. 

Fargo Roller Mills 
Flour at Wholesale and Retail. 

OKDERS BY MAIL OR TELEGRAPH ALWAYS PROMPTLY ATTEND];] 

— — O N  T H E  U S U A L  T E R M S . — -

The Highest CASH PRICE Paid for Wheat. 


