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New York has added 10,000,000 gal 
Ions of water a day to the Croton sup 
ply of 98,000,0000. This extra supplj 
comes from a lake that is fed exclusively 
by springs, and is turned into the Cro 
ton pipes after it reaches the city. Ovei 
fifty gallons a day to each inhabitan* 
would seem to be more than ample, af 
it is, but the largest portion is used foi 
public purposes, and waste, which is 
immense. 

The late Senator Anthony of Rhod« 
Island, took his seat in the Senate of 
the United States on the 5th of Decem
ber 1859. Of the men who sat in the 
Senate with Mr, Anthony that day not 
one is a member of that body now, and 
very few are still living. Public life 
in this country is camparatively short. 
A seat in the senate, the summit with 
few exceptions, of political ambition, is 
rarely held more than twelve years, the 
limit of two terms. s 

France and Germany, and in fact all 
European nations, explain their mili
tary activity by saying that in order to 
preserve the peace, war establishments 
must be kept in the highest condition 
of readiness for emergencies. The 
time will come, it seems certain, when 
the tax-ridden people will protest in 
violent and effective terms against the 
hypocritical pretences of sovereigns 
and princes, who pursue the policy oi 
turning plowshares into baynots instead 
of the reverse. There will surely be, 
at no distant day, either general dis
armament or a general revolution. 

Of the $300,000 appropriated by con
gress for the New Orleans Exposition, 
$75,000 was apportioned to the Smith
sonian Institution. That institution 
lias begun the preparation of its ex
hibit. A number of agents have been 
sent to different sections of the country 
to collect specimens, so that a complete 
exhibit of the various branches of the 
deparment can be made. These ex
hibits will consist of as complete and 
exhaustive collections as can be obtained 
sf mammals, birds, building straw tex
tiles, animal products, fishes, shells, 
and gems and minerals. The gems to be 
exhibited are valued at about $10,000, 
and consists of specimens from all over 
the world. 

WRECKED BY THE FLOODS. 

The Caws and Effects of the Inundation at 
Ban Claire Fairly Con-

aldered. . 

No Business Firms Are Seriously Affected by 
the Disaster—Additional List 

of Losses. 

Belief Work at Home and Abroad—Drowning 
of Mr. David Cover of Stillwater— 

• , Minor Mishaps. 

Causes and Effects of the Flood. 
from the St. Paul Pioneer Press, Sept 15. 

Eau Claire is recovering from the dismay 
which overwhelmed her lost week; and her 
people on looking over the situation, find 
that their loss, great as it is. is not irretriev
able, and are taking heart of grace to repair 
the damage done by the flood. It taught 
them some lessons—deoily, it is true; but the 
cost of which will be well covered if they are 
heeded. Mr. E. P. Putnam, cashier of the 
Chippewa Valley bank, interested in many 
large commercial establishments in the city, 
says to-day, the reason of the great damage 
is that the people made the mistake of build
ing on low ground next to the river. Thw 
might have gone to the bluff to build just a 
well, and escaped the disaster. If the city 
had spent one-tenth of the money in making 
streets on the bluff that it has in fixing roads 
near the river, the population would have 
stretched farther back. 

"What will be the permanent effect of the 
flood on the interests of the city?" was asked. 

"A good one. We hare learned lessons as to 
where and how to build bridges, and how to 
make foundations. Private citizens have not 
paid so much attention as they ought to the 
city's public affairs, and as a result these numer
ous low and flimsy bridges «;ave been built and 
swept away. They will probably now take hold 
and advise the council to sec to It that bridges 
shall be fewer, higher, and of better construc
tion, aud the people encouraged to build farther 
away from the river. One good result of the 
freshet is that it lias demonstrated the strength 
of the dam and reservoir of Dells Improvement 
company, of which we feci very proud. It has 
been shown that they can hold all the logs that 
come down, the only place on the river where 
thay can be held, in fact, since the Chippewa 
Falls dam fell out. This will give lumbermen 
and manufacturers confidence in the eligibility 
of Eau Claire as a location for their business." 

LOSSES TO IAIMBEPV-N, 
while they are heavy are pretty evenly distrib
uted, and none of them are crippled, as I am in 
a position to know, for our bank carries a num
ber of them. It is the same way with the gen
eral business of the city. While there is no in
surance on damages, the loss in almost every case 
is not total, and the stability of the houses will 
not be affected." 

"Do you expect much suffering among the 
poor this winter on account of the calamity?" 

"No. The present necessities of those made 
houseless arc being provided for. The repairs 
which the flood makes necessary will furnish 
work for everybody. The mills, too, will start 
up in a couple of weeks." 

THE CAUSE OF THE DISASTER 
Speaking of the cause of the disaster, Mr. 

Putnam said: 
I understand that the men in charge of the 

dams up the river were not at their posts when 
the flood came, and neglected to open the gates, 
so the water, instead of being let out easily and 
gently, was penned up until it burst the bounds 
and came down as a destructive flood. If this 
charge is true, it shows very serious dereliction 
on their part. 

Pennsylvanians are celebrating the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the striking 
of the first oil well, near Titusville. j 
That has grown to 38,000 wells, 20,000 
of which are still producing, and the ten 
barrels a day with which the infant en* 
terprise began has grown to a daily pro
duction varying during the past four or j 
five years, between 65,000 and 100,000 j 
barrels. The little oil field bounded ' 
by the encircling bluffs which hem in i 
the Oil Creek valley has been extended I 
over portions of eight or ten counties, | 
and the little hamlet of 3 few hundred 
inhabitants has grown to a city of ten 
thousand people, and is only one of a 
half dozen or more flourishing towns of 
like size, while the smaller towns 
which the industry has given rise to are 
almost countless. 

France has already obtain ed a foot 
hold in China, and the indications are 
favorable to its definite extension, and 
With the tacit acquiescence of other 
great potvers, most of whom are en
gaged in the same business of territorial 
extension in various parts of the world. 
Oermany, especially as well as England, 
seems determined to carry out her colo
nization scheme and will probably lol-
low up the advantages which she has 
already obtained in Africa. It is now 
well understood that there are vast 
regions north of Cape Colony and the 
Transvaal and south of the Egyptiau 
Soudan in which wliito men can live 
and flourish. In these regions are yast 
deposits of iron, copper and coal, be
sides gold snd silver. The crops of 
southern Europe can be grown there, 
and the temperature is nearly the same 
all the year round. This inviting terri
tory is about six times larger than 
France. It is the opinion of recent 
travelers that great tracts of land in 
this country can be made salubrious 
and productive at no great expense. 
Of course the pioneers will have many 
hardships to contend with, but organ
ized European colonics, well equipped 
with all the constructive and destruc
tive agencies of civilization, will grad
ually exterminate the native races and 
turn a large area of the dark continent 
bto ft white man's country. 

tosses at Eau Claire. 
That part of the North side which was in

undated is a low flat along the river, occu
pied principally by one-story frame dwellings 
of poor people. The scene has already been 
described in general in these dispatches, and 
a more careful survey only emphasizes the 
seriousness of the disaster. The bank of the 
river rises quite abruptly for a few few 
feet to an elevation of about one hundred or 
FO feet wide back to Forest street, on which 
is the track of the Milwaukee road, and 
which is depressed three or four feet below 
the lots on 'either side. The strip between 
this and the river was well filled with popu
lous shanties, and when the big rise occurred 
Wednesday night the people at first refused 
to leave. When the logs came down, how
ever, and battered at their doors, nothing was 
left for them but to flee. They found 
that Forest street, which they must cross, 
was a rushing river, whose depth was more 
than the stature of a man, and full of crash-
lug logs. The crossing was made success
fully, however, and as far as can be learned 
not a life was lost, nor was any serious 
injury incurred. The flood made great havoc 
with these little houses. They were floated 
away in every imaginable shape. The topog
raphy of tlie land is entirely changed. The 
drive along the river front is gone, and with 
it is annihilated fifteen or twenty feet of the 
rear of the lots. What were fertile gardens 
are now beds of quicksand and sawdust, or 
ponds and creeks, the whole covered with 
logs on which one may walk over the whole 
district without touching the ground. Forest 
street and its railway track is piled with logs 
three feet deep. A smart lawyer could no 
doubt involve these poor people in some 
Interesting legal complications. For in
stance, one man's wood pile floats off 
to the premises of hia third or fourth neigh
bor; whose will be the wood, and what out
rider can decide as to its identity? A man's 
house floats a block or so and finds an 
anchorage in some one else's back yard. If 
the building is worthless and its owner don't 
take it away, can he be sued for trespass? 
Buch are some of the problems which will 
arise to the legal mind. 

THE LOS6E8. 
The principal loser here is August Huyssen, 

who owns and rents eight of these' little 
dwellings. His tenants are all poor, and 
many of them lose their little all. Mr. Huys-
sen's loss, including his own premises, which 
were quite ornamental, will amount to 
£4,000. Other losers in this vicinity on 

$2,000. On the eust side of Forest street 
and the railway track, and on cross streets, 
jfieat damage was found. The houses there 
were mostly two-story frames occupied b}' 
Norwegians - and Swedes. The principal 
.osers are— 

Chris Sock, residence, $GOO; William Sclirie-
fter, residence, $.->50; J. llepriclit, residence, $100; 
Pete Peterson, residence, $700; Lena Hole, resi
dence, $100; Adolph Sasskn, residence, $500; 

C. Johnson, residence, $200; P. Gordon, resi-
dencs, $200; G. U. Bartle, residence, $108; W. 
Klumeter, residence, $200; M. Johannes, 
residence and factory. $10,000; Bargon, 
(•500; J. C. Olson, store, $500; C. 
Nelson, residence, $300; A. S. Bostwick, 
residence, $UOO; Mrs. Garland, residence, 
£100: Madison hotel, $000; R. Yunn, residence, 
PlOO; Luner & Bran&tcails' store, S3,OOO: Run-
ttcad block, $500; William Bachmann, resi
dence, $100; Anton Meyer, residence, $400; J. 
H. Guil, residence, $200; G. Ellison, residence. 
1500; John Olson, residence, $100; E. Solberg, 

residence, $350; Ole Hanson, residence, $500; 
Miss Berg, laundry, $200; five or six residences 
near Phoenix mills, owned by Ole Mortimer, 
Jacob Lorbc and others damaged over $1,000. 

. icipal loners, there 
being a great number of little houses demol-

These are only the 

, the foreign names of whose owners it 
is impossible to obtain correctly, much less 
to send by telegraph. 

ON BAB8T0W STREET. 
On Barstow street, going north from the 

bridge and on the East side, losses are: 
Ullrich & Nygardis, store, $200; S. Arnold, 

saloon, $200; Nelson Bros., general store, 
$1,900; Mr. Holmes, saloon, $1,000; Farr Bros., 
store, $250; A. Halverson, store, $500; S. Strum, 
store, $500; Simpson & Co.. store, $300; Ide & 
Co., store, $300; Nelson <fe Palmer, store, $200; 
O. La Londe, barber, $100; J. Bosenbloom, tin
ware, $100; Frawley's block. $500; F. Kemps, 
store, $250; McMahon & McElroy and 
Val. Blum, saloons, each $200; George 
Link, bnkerv, $1,000; A. H. Hol
land, dwelling, $300; Paul Bromsted, 
furniture, $500; Holm <fc Thompson, dry goods, 
$300; Mclntire, groceries, $1,200; H. Kcliwan, 
butcher, $200; S. C. Posick, gents' furnishing, 
$300; Larson & Johnston, grocery, $500; ten 
saloons, $100 each. Other losses on the North 
side were: J. C. Olson, cigars and tobacco, $500; 
H. Peterson, saloon and dwelling, $500: C. P. 
Johnson, hotel and dwelling, $1,000; Eric Skam-
sen, hotel, $500; John F. Wilson, dwell
ing, $200; John Higgins, dwelling, $500; 
Mangus Olson, dwelling, $500; Hugh Carey, 
dwelling, $300: Bersang & Girnan, tobacco, 
$300; John Girnard, dwelling, $100: Gaston 
Brothers, boiler shop, $7,000; Frank Kc-
Donough, four dwellings, $1,600; John Britton 
hotel, $200; D. B. Campbell, dwelling, $500; W, 
F. RidelL dwelling, $400; Sam Regelman, dwell
ing, $200; Olson & Foss, saloon and livery 
stable, $1,200; N. J. Anderson, dwelling, $400; 
B. Storm, two dwellings, $200; Jung & Bur-
chert, beer depot, $1,100. 

These figures are obtained in a majority of 
cases from owners. To the above damage 
on the North side must be added the loss of 
the track of the Milwaukee road, damage to 
rolling stock and depot of over $5,000. Over 
800,000 feet of logs floated into and on 
most of the North side property. 

IN OTHEB DISTRICTS. 
Madison, Hobart, Forest, Wisconsin and Gal

loway streets are badly damaged, filled with 
debris and logs. Many people iu this district 
are destitute, and suffering is feared. Nelson 
Brothers donated $200 of tinware to the poor. 
The water went no farther cast than Barstow 
street. The Phoenix mills are also on the North 
side, and suffered most of all the mills. F. Gra
ham, treasurer of the Phoenix company, says 
that their loss is dry kiln. 300,000 feet of hard
wood lumber, and minor damages to mills. 
Total, about $11,000. 

THE EAST SIDE. 
The East side is the principal part of Eau 

Claire,and the part which was inundated was 
substantially built, so that to the eye, at 
least, there is as yet but little injury to 
the buildings. Figures as to lossen to their 
occupants are as yet unattainable, as the 
damage to most of them was injury to goods 
in basements. Most of them are yet under 
water, and the goods inaccessible. Many of 
such stocks will be found uninjured by the 
water. The principal retail 'business is 
saloonkeeping, and tne proprietors of these 
establishments can give no estimate until 
they find out whether their spirits are still in 
the barrels. The following is, however, the 
list of the losses as they could be ascertained 
to-day. Only a partial list of the losses can 
be given on the East side: 

Gurnau & Doherman, shop, $1,000; John 
Powers, residence, $40: M. Smith, livery, $200; 
A. Weiscngger, residence, $300; J. Laugdon, 
store, $500; Windsor bouse, $1,000; Johnson & 
Murphy, livery, $250; E. A. Ballard, drugs, 
$3,000; S. J. Smith, grocer, $2,000; McCnmber 
& Co., auction, $300; Newlins, saloon, $500; 
Harrigan & llanklin, tailors, $500; C. F. Dun
can, jeweler, $300; Mrs. Steppler, restaurant; 
total loss, C. W. Cliappell, Kcyler & Co., Rich
ardson & Co., L. G. Moon, Bullard & Potter, 
Misses Masse, W. H. Kreeland, Shute & Smith, 
G. W. Robertson, wholesale liquors; $1,000; 
barn $050. Hinricks & Hartman, sigars and 
tobacco; $200. Weil & Steenluck, saloon; $200. 
Youug Bros., trunk manufactory; $800. Cle
ments & Lytic, livery: $250, E. M. Fish & Co., 
sash, doors and blinds; $800. Mrs. G. E. Por
ter, dwelling; $500. Mrs. J. 8. Owen, $500. E. 
P. Putnam, dwelling: $250. Opera house, $300. 
London Tea company, $500. 8. C. Brooks, 
hardware; $500. Williams & Williams, furni
ture; $200. C. B. Walworth, printer; $800. 
Chicago carpet store, $250. Charles Albenburg, 
dry goods; $400. N. S. Stein, clothing; $500. 
Sam Ellis, livery stable: $400. Mathias Kneer, 
hotel; $1,000. 

Thirty or forty residences on South River 
street had their rear fences next to the river 
carried away and their yards filled with 
debris, which causes damages approximat
ing $150 each. Some of the brick blocks 
show signs of settling some as the water re
cedes, out it is hoped they will not be 
rendered unstable. From Main to Kelsey 
street, along Barstow, stocks in cellars are 
damaged from $100 to $500. There are no 
reasons for changing estimates made in Sun
day's PIONEER PRESS, that the total losses are 
not over $1,000,000, 

The loss of life in the city, so far as is 
known, is confined to one person. Consid
ering, the extent of the flood and its sudden
ness, this is remarkable. Other drownings 
in the valley are three men, one woman and 
one child, whose bodies floated down from 
above and have not been found yet 

Since Thursday noon the river has fallen 
twenty-two feet, and is within five or six 
feet of low water mark, which at thepresent 
rate of decline it will reach by Tuesday 
morning. 

Indications to-night favor rain, but no 
fears arc expressed of another freshet 

On the excursion train which came from 
Menomonee to Eau Claire to-day, $50 was 
taken up for sufierers by the flood. 

THE MILWAUKEE'S LOSSES. 
. MILWAUKEE, Special Telegram, Sept. 14.— 
General Superintendent Clark, of the St Paul 
road, has not yet returned from the scene of 
the Chippewa river floods, where he went on 
Friday. He is personally overseeing the 
work of repair going on there. 

NO DAMAOB AT DUBAXD. 
DUBAND, Wis, Special, Sept. 14.—This 

place is all right this evening. The water 
reached a point two feet above the high 
water of 1880, but there was no damage ex
cept to cellars. The bridge across the 
Chippewa is all right Beef Slough boom 
and the mills below will round up all logs 
that come down. 

Xarllar Accounts. 
From the St. Paul Pioneer Press, Sept 14. 

South of the Omaha railway bridge, in 
West Eau Claire, from the Pioneer Lum
ber company's mills to Westville, two miles 
away, and at the extreme end of West Eau 
Claire aud at Westville, the damage wrought 
by Thursday's flood iB tremendous. Along 
this section the banks of the Chippewa are 
low; but notwithstanding this and the 
fact that the soil is sand, the people had con
structed their dwellings close to the water's 
edge, apparently fearing no overflow. The 
west side of Shawtown, a division of 
West Eau Claire, is where chaos reignB. 
The streets are filled with lumber, houses 
turned and twisted in all ways, the whole 
place covered with a layer of black mud, 
left by the flood, from one to three feet in 
depth; bedding, household furniture, roofs, 
shingles, logs, fifteen-foot pileB of wood; 
houses with logs driven through them; the 
depot inclined at an angle of forty-five de
grees, and telegraph, telephone and electric 
light wires down. The Milwaukee railroad 
track and bridge are completely uprooted; 
the street car tracks are buried under the 
blackest, nastiest mud that ever was formed. 
The city bridges are literally distributed in 
out-of-the-way places — one indescribable 
mass of everything that could float The 
rise of water at Shawtown was twenty-
two feet six inches, the most of the flood oc
curring Wednesday night and Thurs
day morning. No lives were lost 
there. The main damage is to the Milwau
kee railway, its loss certainly being ovei 

$10,000 In that locality, while the street! 
of Shawtown are swept out of existence 
The estimated damage from Westville to th« 
Half Moon Lake canal, which is the northers 
boundary of Shawtown, is over $25,000. 
Of deaths on the West side there 
are not many, as near as they can be 
traced now. It seems that a Mr. Lilly, wh< 
lives near the Madison street bridge, wai 
trying to save hiB wife from the flood. Hii 
body was found Friday morning. Friday 
evening a float passed down the Chippewi 
with two men on it According to the storj 
of the bystanders it disappeared just opposite 
the Babey house and the men were not seen 
again. ilGrossly exaggerated stories are liv
ing around about other deaths in the vicini
ty, but their truth is doubtful. Of the logs 
that have broken loose, lumbermen say not 
one will reach Durand, and they 
can easily be recovered when the 
water goes down. Between Eau Claire and 
Rumsey's Landing, down the river, many 
farmers were found by the relief party 
perched upon knolls with their families; 
homes gone, fields under water, and no pro
visions There are fears of great suffering 
between here and Durand. A careful esti
mate made bv parties resident there approx
imates the West Eau Claire losses about ai 
follows, and the figures given cannot be fai 
from correct: 
Milwaukee road $25,000 
Lumber firms, foundry, etc 25,000 
Municipal loss, bridges, etc. 300,000 
Residents. 150,000 

No outside aid will be needed. A pubAa 
subscription is being taken up in tne 
city for aid to sufferers It ii 
believed that the total loss in all Ean 
Claire will notexceed$l,000,000. A house 
passedthe city Thursday half submerged, 
a woman with a child in her arms standing 

rapidly 
day, at the time of writing having gone down 
from fifteen to seventeen feet It is stated 
that over 400,000,000 feet of logs have 
drifted into the Dells reservoir from nortn-
ern points. The Phoenix Lumber company 
estimates its damage at $10,000. The 
bridges across the Eau Claire in the city 
are jammed into all possible shapes, 
the damage to them being heavy. Report) 
of a house having floated into the Dells 
pond with five dead persons in it have just 
come in. Summarizing all the damaga 
resulting to this town up to date, 
from Chippewa Falls to Eau Claire the main 
damage is to the mill and lumbering inter
ests, though private property in that section 
has suffered considerably. At Eau Claire the 
city and railroads suffer; the mills are less 
damaged. It is stated that over 5.000 peo
ple have been directly injured by this flood, 
over twenty-five corporate firms clamaged.one 
of the principal divisions of a great railroad 
almost entirely swept away, one-fifth 
of a large city submerged, a dozen and ovei 
smaller places more or less damaged and a 
great agricultural region turned into a sea 
The flood is directly traceable to the cyclone 
that swept St Croix and Polk counties. The 
great bulk of rain did not fall though till 
after the blow of fast Tuesday night, when 
all the small streams in Chippewa and Bar
ron counties north of here were turned into 
rivers and lakes that discharged themselves 
into the Chippewa and came down its course. 
No such rainfall has ever occurred in Wis
consin before since early pioneer days, and 
the destruction from wind and rain is unpar
alleled. Nearly four millions damage from 
wind and over three millions from water is a 
terrible record. 

THE LUMBER INTERESTS. 
CHIPPEWA FALLS, Wis., Special Telegram, 

Sept 13.—Fred Weyerhauser, president of 
the Mississippi Lumber and Logging com
pany, was here again to-day looking aftex 
the interests of the company. He states that 
there was in the Chippewa 525,000,000 feet 
of logs belonging to his company, and above 
75,000,000 belonging to other parties. Ad
vices received from Mr. Irvine, at Beef 
Slough, are to the effect that all the logs run 
in there thus far are safely cared for. Mr. 
Weyerhauser thinks there is more than 100,-
006,000 there, an equal number at the Dells 
reservoir, and 150,000,000 in the Paint 
creek dam, and, as far as is known, even 
more above Little Falls, filling the mouth of 
Jump creek and the main river for some 
distance up to the stream. No advices have 
been received from Little Falls, but Mr. 
Weyerhauser believes that everything is safe 
there. The ends of the Paint Creek dam are 
washed out, as is the east end of that on the 
fallshere. Mr. Weyerhauser says that bis 
company 
000 on the 
will cost at 
pairs. From $25,000 ' to $40,000 will be 
necessary to build the Point Creek dam. The 
smaller dams above he thinks are pretty 
generally gone, but has no positive informa-
mation. The storm he believes to have been 

MOST SEVERE ON THE EASTERN TRIBUTARIES 
of the river. He has heard from the West 
fork and the Court d'Ourelle, and everything 
is all right in that direction, but the storm 
seems to have been along the East fork and 
the Flambeau, where the water must have 
fallen in torrents. A telegram from Hay-
ward states that no damage is done there. 
A large proportion of the logs now in the 
four great reservoirs will be high and dry 
when the water falls. Of the 600.000, OOO 
on the river, Mr. Weyerhauser estimates that 
fully 300,000,000 are so high up on the 
banks that they will have to be 
hauled into the river again. Little, if any, 
more lumber will be cut on the Chippewa 
this year, and there are enough logs from 
Little Falls down to start the mills waiting 
their supply from the Chippewa next year. 
He believes that the winter will have to be 
occupied in hauling the stranded logs into 
the river again, and that the lumbermen 
will probably have to do their logging before 
securing the stock for next year. He urges 
that this work should be done before going 
into the woods to get another start for next 
winter. With the water fallen no more than 
at the present time, 

LOOS ABE SCATTEBEO ON THE BANKS 
two and three hundred feet out of the water, 
and high and dry. He does not estimate 
the damage to the Chippewa Lumbering 
oompany's mill and buildings here at more 
than $10,000, although the yard and sur
roundings present the sorriest sort of a sight. 
The work of repair of boiler and of yard has 
been commenced, but will occupy several 
weeka The partially demolished buildings 
will be repaired. Some of the improvements 
swept away were made on the basiB of the 
flood of 1880, and above the high 
water mark then. Mr. Weyerhauser says 
that the most serious Dart of the whole 
affair is that it is almost impossible to pre
pare against the recurrence of similar disas
ters. The flood will limit the lumber pro
duction of the Chippewa to about 125,000,-
000 feet on this year's stock, and accomplish 
what it was hoDed to do by the combination 
to shut down. The mills are all more or less 
injured, but the most serious loss will be to 
the logging company in the damage to its 
improvements along the river. A new dam 
recently built at Pike lake, it is believed, is all 
right The estimate of a damage of $100,-
000 is only approximate, and the actual loss, 
it is not at all unlikely, will far cxceed that 
amount An enumeration of the losses in 
Chippewa Falls gives an aggregate of about 
$100,000. A large number of stores and res
idences were either swept away or damaged. 
The county board are receiving bids for the 
reconstruction of the river bridges, which 
will be completed in a shoit time. The bod
ies of an ola couple named Rogers, who lived 
about three miles below the city, were found 
inside their house, which was washed away. 

ODDFELLOWSHIP. 

Address or the Grand Sire of the •ovartign 
Grand Lodge.—Satisfactory Growth of 
the t rder. 

The following is an abstract of the address 
of Grand Sire Leech, of the sovereign grand ?• 
lodge of Odd Fellows, delivered at the 
session in Minneapolis, Minn., on the 15th inst: 

"To the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the In
dependent Order of Odd Fellows—Represent
atives: Cnce morel greet you, as you gather-
iu these seats, to enter upon the work of an-
other annual session. Let us reverently thank 
our Almighty Father for the great privilege 
granted to so many of. us, as we assemble 
here this morning. I congratulate you that ' 
your are holding the sixteenth annual 
communication in this great North Star 
state, and one of the eight states in that sec
tion of our land which contains nearly one-: 
quarter of the membership of the order. Let; 
us see the roll—Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Dakota. It is a proud day for the 124,000 
Odd Fellows of the vast region of our beloved 
country. In their name and in their behalf 
I greet you all. As required by the 
constitution, I have the honor and take great 
pleasure in submitting to you my report of? 
$he official acts and decisions, and the gen
eral condition of the order for the year. 
During the year there have been instituted 
four grand lodges, two grand encampments, 
189 subordinate lodges and forty-two sub
ordinate encampments. New territory has 
been invaded and occupied, aud our field 
of labor largely increased While we 
have not initiated so large a number of 
members as in the previous year, yet oui 
growth is a healthy one. We now number 
nearly 506,000, and taking all things into 
consideration the prospects of the order were 
never more flattering than at the present 
time. Returns show the following figures, 
the increase being given in the last figures: 
„  . . .  I n c r e a s e  
Grand lodges 54 4 
Subordinate lodges 7,70s 189 
Grand encampments 43 j 
Subordinate encamp'ts.. 1,906 43 
Lodge members 605,871 11,875 
bncamp nt initiations... 10,620 676 
Encampment members.. 90,852 5,742 
Total relief $2,015,832 52 $133,388 64 

5,350,041 47 104,095 47 
43,774 *3,775 

Total revenue 
Lodge initiations 

The chronic grumbler is now dis* 
tressed because food is too cheap, 

•Decrease. 
Following this are decisions of points of 

special interest to the order, with a review 
of the status of affairs in Australia, Chili, 
Cuba, Denmark, Germany, Mexico, Nether
lands, Peru, Sandwich Islands, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey and Trinidad, showing 
a generally flattering condition, with a 
healthy growth anticipated. 

THE PRESS ORGANS. 
Regarding the press of the order, he says: 

"The discussion of the internal affairs of the 
order by and through several of our fraternal 
journals, styling themselves 'organs,' will, I 
greatly fear, be seriously detrimental to the 
best interests of Odd Fellowship. While I 
cheerfully accord to the brothers who have 
so earnestly labored to extend and build up 
the order in its various fields of occupation 
the purest motives, and willingly acknow
ledge the great good they have accom
plished, yet I am reluctantly impelled 
by a sense of duty to say that many erro
neous constructions of law and usage, many 
erroneous impressions of the effect and bear
ing of those laws have been, by means of the 
press, scattered broadcast throughout our 
wide domain. The constitution of the 
supreme head of the order, as well as many 
laws of the sovereign grand lodge,have been 
subject of bitter and unfavorable com
ment and controversy, and in the 
columns of some of these journals 
it is strenuously argued that the-
soverign grand lodge is not the source of 
true and legitimate Odd Fellowship, etc. 
Paper has warned against paper, each, as a 
matter of course, having the support of a 
portion of the order, and thus already discord 
is being fostered and a loosening 
of respect for the mandates of the supreme 
law-making power is growing where peace, 
harmony and obedience to our laws 
formerly prevailed. Certain parties 
during the year — some of promin
ence in the order—referring to the-
source of all true and legitimate Odd Fellow
ship, seem to contend that the sovereign 
grand lodge is not the source of all true aud 
legimate Odd Fellowship in the United 
States, etc. AgainRt such doctrine I 
desire, here and now, to enter my 
solemn protest It sustains and perpetuates 
not only itself, but the order of which it is 
the great supreme head by engrafting into 
its constitution such provisions and amend
ments as may be deemed wise. It was hoped 
that the legislation had at the last session on 
the question of the 
SUPREME TEMPLE AND PATRIARCHAL CIECLE 
would have been a finality. From all I can 
learn, no attention is paid by the cir
cle adherent* to the act of the su
preme temple, and they are still con
tinuing to form circles and take in 
members as they did at the beginning. The 
supreme oracle of the circle organization h" 
boldly declared that he will accept a charter 
unless all the charter members are of the 
royal purple degree thus, virtually nullifying 
and setting aside the order made by the su
preme temple in the interest of peace. It is 
true that no very great progress has been 
made by the circle during the year, only 
eight subordinate temples having been, 
instituted during that period, to wit: four in 
Wisconsin, three in Minnesota, and one only 
in Illinois: whilst two have surrendered 
their charters, one of them being in Ohio and 
one in Maine, showing quite a falling off 
from the preqious year, and being a gain 
of only six temples. They do not seem to 
get a foot hold in more than eight or nine 
jurisdictions, yet with a stubborness worthy 
of a better cause, they seem to be determined 
to try and force the sovereign 
grand lodge to yield to them 
illigitimate demand. Some further action 
seems to be demanded from the grand body 
to finally settle this annoying diffi
culty, and I leave the whole sub
ject to the wisdom of the repre
sentatives, who, I have no doubt, will 
do what is proper in the premises. Docu
ments and proclamations accompany 
the grand sire's report Grand Sec
retary Theodore A. Ross presents 
a voluminous annual report of 
seventy-nine pages containing carefully 
compiled statistics with a tabulated exhibit 
of the financial transactions of his offica 
Grand Treasurer Alexander L. Spear's an
nual report shows an aggregate debit ac
count of $59,647.60; aggregate disburse
ments. $38,802.85; balance on hand, $20,-
784.75. ^ ' 


