
THE PITH OF THE NEWS. 

Washington vm. -
The public debt statement shows an apparent 

increase of 9750,0000. 
Ex-Senator Windom will probably visit Mexi

co this winter on railroad business. 
The rivor and harbor committee is already at 

work. It will only expend $8,000,000. 
Senator Hawley introduced a bill appropria-

«ng quite a large sum for the relief of the of
ficers and crew of the Tallapoosa. 

Washington match-makers have a scheme to 
marry Mr. Cleveland to a Southorn bride. 
Millionaire Corcoran is in the plot 

Postmasters commissioned:—Seymour D. 
Colby, Carbon, Iowa; Emerson J. Stimson, 
Brownsdale, Minn.; Victor Bader, Robinson, 
Wis. 

The atate department at Washington has re
cently received from Consul Atherton of Per-
nambuco a sample of the medicine now being 
it is olaimed, successfully used in South Ameri
ca in the troatment of cancers. 

The very positive recommendation of Sec
retary McCulloch that the tax on tobacco should 
be removed, gives new courage to producers of 
that artiole that this session of congress will 
witness the abolition of the tax. 

A workingman named Williams employed on 
the upper scaffolding of the Washington mon
ument, slipped and fell ten feet, his sleeve 
oatching on a nail, preventing his plunging 
•down the other 490 feet He is glad about that 
aaiL 

The postoffices named have been changed as 
follows: Minnesota—Lake Valley, Travers 
bounty, to Wheaton; Upland, Yellow Medicine 
sounty, to Clarkfield. Postmasters Commis
sioned—John McGuigan, Millville, Minn., 
Lewis J. Baker, Clarkfield, Minn., N. F. 
Schroeder, Wheaton, Minn. 

In spite of all doubt there is a general belief 
-among the Democrat senators that Senator 
•Bayard will be invited into Cleveland's cabi
net and that he will bo given the state port
folio. His acceptance is not a matter of so 
much confidence, as Mr. Bayard's known pref
erence is for the senate, where his family has 
been distinguished through most of the cen
tury. 

Tho annual report of the chief of the revenue 
^marine sorvice shows the relief work per
formed excels that of any other year. They 
assisted 240 merchant vessels, shipwrecked or 
in distress, valued, with cargoes, at over $7,-
000,000, and saved many whose lives were im
perilled, Iu addition to regular work, vessels 
maintained a, sanitary patrol along the coast 
against the introduction of cholera and yellow 
fever by ships arriving from foreign ports. 

Two new members presented themselves 
for admission to the house to fill vacanciea 
caused by the resignation of Mr. Calkins of 
Indiana and Mr. fiasson of Iowa. B. F. Shive-
ly, Greenback-Democrat, succeeds Mr. Calkins, 
and H. Y. Smith, Republican, succeeds Mr. 
Kasson. The admission of these two memoers 
etill leaves vacancies, caused by the death of 
Mr. Evans of South Carolina and Mr. Duncan 
of Pennsylvania, both of whom were Demo
crats. In the senate there is the vacancy 
caused by the death of Senator Anthony of 
Rhode Island. This will be filled temporarily 
by Mr. W. P. Sheffield, who was appointed by 
the governor of Rhode Island to serve until 
the meeting of the legislature. The term for 
which Mr. Anthony was elected began with the 
•present congress and will expire in 1889. 

Bailrwl and Biver Hews. 
At Dubuque Mrs. Mercer is suing the St 

Paul road for $10,000 for tho death of her hus-
•band. 

Iietrd of Casualties. 
Lester V. Spicer of Albert Lea, Minn., was 

•gorod to death by a bull. 
Mrs. Jane Patterson of Ringgold, Ga., has 

jusc diod from a rattlesnake bite received thirty 
years ago. 

John Grey of Weston, Wis., went deer hunt-
' ing recently, and, not returning, search was 

made. He was found under a pine tree, shot 
through the heart 

The venerable wooden signs attached to the 
desks in the senate, denoting who sat at them, 
have been replaced hy'handsome silver plates, 
bearing simply the senator's name without even 
the respectful "Mr." 

The boiler of a saw mill about seven miles 
from Elisabethtown, Ky., exploded, tearing the 
building to pieces and killing John Morgan 
James Morgan, Richard Pigg, and four others 
whose names are not known. 

Th* Criminal Calendar. 
Simon Trudusky, farmer, was murdered 

near Minto, Dak. 
Dr. F. De Castro, a crank, killed himself in 

Now York, willing his body to tho Chicago 
Medical college. ° 

Hoagon Grossott of Racine, Wis., caused the 
arrest of his wife on tho charge of criminal in
timacy with her own brother. 

Mrs Mary Wenthworth, was probably fatal
ly shot in her apartment-!, on Joy street, Bos
ton. Her husband, from whom she has been 
eeparated, is suspected 

Alexander Buntin, vice president of the in
solvent Exchange bank of Montreal, was sen
tenced at tho criminal assizes to ten days' im
prisonment for having obtained undue prefer
ence over creditors by withdrawing $10,000 
after the bank's suspension. 

The people of Eastern Kentucky are said to 
be in a truly pitiable condition. Successive 
failures of their crops have resulted in famine 
and destitution, and now they are scourged by 
a disease that has alroaily proved terribly fatal 
•and which is attributed to poisonous water. 

Personal Points. 
Edward Mulharen Warum, M. P. for Coun

ty Kilkenny, Ireland, has resigned his seat be
cause he docs not oiijoy the confidence of Par-
cell. 

Henry Smith, speakor of the New York aa-
aembly in 1870, a prominent Republican and 
lawyer, died in Albany of congestion of the 
'brain. 

The better half of ex-Congressman Lcckwood 
-of Buffalo, who nominated Cleveland, has a 
$2,000,000 bank account, and alio would like to 
spend some of it in Paris as the wife of the 

.American minister to France. 
Rev. Luke Davis died at Binghamton, N. Y., 

'recently, aged ssventy-^evon. He was grad
uated from Madison university in 1840 and 
F uached in several prominent Baptist churches 
in Now York state, Michigan, Indiana, Wiscon-

• sin and Ohio. 
James G. Blaine, Miss Dodge (Gail Ha.mil. 

ton), James G. Blaine, Jr., Miss Sherman and 

Mrs. and Miss Goodwin arrived at New Yorl 
and were driven to the residence of Stephen B. 
Elkins. Mr. Blaine is in most excellent healtt 
and Bpirits. He is only on private business 
He expects to stay in New York for a day oi 
two, and then proceed to Washington. 

Gen. Gersham G. Mott of Bordentown, N. J., 
died suddenly a few days ago. Ho served ai 
colonel in the Moxican war, and won tho rani 
of major general in tho late war. Gen. Mott; 
at the breaking out of the late war, was ap
pointed lieutenant of the Fifth Now Jorsey vol
unteers, then promoted to the colonelcy of th< 
Sixth New Jersey volunteers, being wounded 
at the second battle of Bull Run. He was pro-
moted to the* command of the Second Noa 
Jorsey brt,<M*F, in Hooker's old division of tli< 
Third army corps. He was again wounded ai 
the battle of Chancellorville. At tho beginnm; 
of the wilderness campaign he was placed ii 
command of the Fourth division of the Second 
corps, after the Second division. He was i 
third time wounded at the skirmish at Amelia 
Springs. He was breveted major general ol 
United States volunteers. He resigned his com
mand in 186& 

WiotllnMiia iTsws lotN. 
The Farmers' National bank of Bushnell, HL, 

closed its doors rscently. 
A New York olergyman received a wedding 

fee of $1,000 the othef day. 
Kramer Bros. A Co., wholesale hatters, Chio-

ago, were closed by the sheriff. 
The Union Democratic club of Richmond, Ya., 

had a 210-pound plum pndding for its Thanks
giving dinner. 

The Northwestern Car company has been re
organized, with seven milions of capital, and 
will make only threshers now. 

The Vermont legislature has just voted—118 
to 69—against giving women the right to vott 
at municipal and town elections. 

Seven Philadelphians out of ten, wear badgei 
of some sort One Chestnut street jewelei 
makes $50,000 worth of badges annually. 

Waldo B. Brigham of Hudson, Mass., hai 
gone into insolvency. He owes about $37,000 
of which $4,000 is secured. The assets for uiv 
secured creditors are light 

Kramer Bros & Co., a large wholesale hat 
house at Nos. 507 and 209 Monroe street, N. Y., 
were closed by Deputy Sheriff Burke to satisfj 
creditors amounting to $28,100. 

The Gloucester, N. J., gingham mills, idl« 
for three weeks past, thereby throwing abouf 
600 people out of employment, resumed op
erations Monday morning at reduced wages. 

The cane which President Lincoln carried or 
the night of .his assination is now tlidfc prop
erty of Col W. H. Harris of Cleveland, one ol 
the occupants of the president's box on the 
night of the assination. 

Gov. Glick of Kansas says that the schemi 
for a great cattle trail from the Rod river U 
the northern boundry of the country as marked 
out by the late cattle convention in St Louii 
is entirely impracticable. 

The Virginia general assembly passed ovei 
the governor's veto the electoral board bill 
This is the second time this year that the legis
lature hero has had to do this, aB the court oi 
appeals decided the first bill passed last win
ter to be unconstitutional 

Charles S. Voorhees, a son of Senator Voor-
heos, has been elected as a congressional dela-
gate from Washington Territory. He fir» 
came into the blaze of public observation be
hind the footlights of an Indianapolis theatei 
in the role of Hamlet—for one niglit only. 

A semi-official count was made of the vot< 
for congressman in the Seventh Iowa district^ 
from certified duplicate returns, by the statu 
board and a certificate thereof given to H. Y. 
Smith, successor to Mr. Kasson, and he hat 
left for Washington to be present at the open
ing of this congress. His commission canno 
issue until Thursday. His majority is 2,754. 

2farrets of Foreign Sews. 

Gen. Wolseley farbids any of his Nile party 
to send any news to the press. 

The French minister of war, it is said, hat 
had several interviews with the inventor of th* 
so-called navigable balloon. 

The Trinidad Chronicle gives an account ol 
a coolie riot in that colony. A telegram re
ceived by a gentleman in town from San Fer
nando reports fifty coolies dead. 

Prime Minister Ferry has given the poweri 
official information of the complete cessation 
of cholera in France, and requested them to 
abolish quaratine agaiu3t Franca 

Judge Manisty of London, whose course ir 
the Coleridge case caused so much criticism,is 
to >|^ire from the bench, the ostensible reason 
being old ago. He is seventy-five years. 

Bernard Coleridge, son of Lord Chief Justic* 
Coleridge, is endeavoring to arrange a compro
mise with F. M Adams, barrister, to whom a 
jury lately accorded a verdict for $15,000. Cole, 
ridge has offered to pay all the costs of prose
cution and 5,000 cash to Adams to settle the 
matter. 

A correspondent with the Canadian contin
gent on the Nilo writes an eveniug paper to 
the effect that considerable indignation exists 
over the fact that Lord Wolseley has forbidden 
any party to write the press anything respect
ing the trip. For all this, the correspondent 
says, the Canadians are determined to keep the 
papers posted on the movements of the con
tingent 

Bartons loss to Wisconsin. 
Science hall of the state university at Mad

ison, was entirely consumed by fire Mondaj 
morning, tho walls only being left standing. 
The fire broke out in the engine room, presu
medly from sparks from the forge, in the ex
treme northwest corner of the basement, onij 
about ten feet from tho door to the boiler room 
and burned slowly but strongly till the interioi 
was one mass of flames. Tho efforts of the 
firemen became absolutely fruitloss, and by 
midnight the building was a mass of ruins. 
Science hall was built in 1870 and 1878, tho leg
islature of 1876 making an appropriation of 
$80,000 for its construction. David Stephont 
of Madion was tho contractor, and dnrmg the 
erection of the building the northwest wall 
was blown down in a gale, involv
ing a loss upon Stephens of ton thou
sand dollars. The coutract prico was 
$78,474, and the heating apparatus and intro
duction of tho system of water works coat $17,. 
000 additional, thus making tho structure cos) 
a total of $05,000, or practically $100,000, by 
reason of subsequent improvements, irrepar
able and almost untold loss is entailed, how
ever, in the destruction of tho magnificent zoo
logical museum; the coast and state survej 
notes of Prof. J. E. Davies, representing tor 
years of labor; the geological notes and speci
mens of l'rof. R. D. Irving; the botanical speci
mens of Prof. William Treleaso: the handsom< 
art collection, which included many rare anc 
valuable oil paintings; tho innumerable me
chanical appliances in the machine shop, anc 
the chemical and assay laboratory, and draw
ing plans of over fifty student*, ranging in val
ue from fifteen to thirty dollars each. Two 
hundred tliousaud dollars would no more than 
cover tho actual loss. 

t 

THE DOME CIRCLE AND FAILM. 
Household Hints. 

The gravy made from roast lamb is 
much improved. in flavor if a few thin 
slices of bacon are laid over and under 
the roast. 

The best way to boil corn is to boil it 
with part of the husks on it. Bemove 
the silk and the tough outer covering, 
leaving the white inner leaves. The 
corn will bo much sweeter if cooked in 
this way. 

If you are to have winter window gar
dens, now is a good time to start them. 
The experience of amateurs is, general
ly, that the slips do better with ordin
ary soil and care than the old and stocky 
plants. 

A correspondent, "E," asks how to 
clarify sugar: To three pounds of sugar 
allow three pints of water; melt the su
gar in tne water, and let it come to a 
boil; then add the well-beaten white of 
one egg. Let this boil from eight ta 
ten minutes, and then strain it. 

A delicious dish for breakfast is made 
by boiling some potatoes until tender, 
but not soft; remove them from the 
water, dry them on a hot plate, then 
rub them through a coarse sieve. If 
they were boiled in salt water, tlie.v will 
require no other seasoning. Rub them 
through a sieve held over the dish in 
which they are to be ser/ed, as any 
handling will make the particles fall, 
and the effect will be spoiled. 

Preserved Tomatoes are a luxury 
appreciated in winter. To seven pounds 
of tomatoes add one pint of vinegar, 
three and a half pounds of sugar, one 
ounce each of cloves, allspice and cin
namon. Scald^and peel the tomatoes 
(very ripe ones are best); drain tliem. 
Let the vinegar, sugar and spices boil 
for five minutes, then put the tomatoes 
into the kettle; these should boil for at 
least half an hour; if they were notsu3-
cessfnlly drained, three-quarters cf an 
hour is none to long. Keep them in 
jars closely covered. 

Oatmeal 27ine Days Old; 
I find that oatmeal porridge is great

ly improved by being made some days 
before it is required, then stored in a 
closed jar, brought forth and heated for 
use. The change. effected is just that 
which theoretically may be expected, 
viz., a softening of the fibrous materi
al, and a sweetness due to the formation 
of sugar. This sweetening I observed 
many years ago in some gruel that was 
partly eaten one night and left standing 
until next morning, when I thought it 
tasted sweeter, but to bo assured of this 
I had it warmed again two nights after
ward, so that it might be tasted under 
the same conditions of temperature, 
palate, etc., as at first. The sweetness 
was still more distinct, but the experi
ment was carried no farther. I 
have lately learned that my ensilage 
notion is not absolutely new. A 
friend who read my Cantor lectures 
tells me that he has long been accus
tomed to have seven dishes of porridge 
in his larder, corresponding to the sev
en days of tlie week, so that next Mon
day's breakfast was cooked the Monday 
before, and so on, each being warmed 
again on the day fixed for its final 
execution, and each being 'ras 
seven days old. He finds the result 
more digestible than newly-made por
ridge. The classical nine days' old 
pease pudding is a similar anticipation, 
and I find, rather curiously, that nine 
days is about the limit to which it may 
be practically kept before mildew— 
mouldiuess—is sufficiently established 
to spoil the pudding. I have not yet 
tried a barrel full of pease pudding or 
moistened poase meal, closely covered 
and powerfully pressed down, but hope 
to do so.—From "The Chemistry of 
Cookery," by W. Mattieu Williams, in 
Popular Science Monthly. 

Care of Boy's Clothes. 

The worst of boys' clothes is that be
ing mostly woolen they absorb dust and 
odors to that degree Aunt Jane de
clares she can smell a boy across the 
room by his fusty jacket. Every clos
et ought to have a window; but as every 
closet does not, all the boys'suits should 
have a thorough airing once a week. 
On a sunny day at Aunt Jane's you 
will see the back porch strung with 
lines of trowsers and jackets turned in
side out and swinging in the wind from 
breakfast time till 4 o'clock in the af
ternoon. First they are whipped and 
shaken till the dust is out, grease 
and mud stains taken out with a still 
Manilla scrubbing brush, hot water, 
and soap—any part of the lining that 
is soiled is scrubbed in the 
same way, rinsed in liot water— 
sometimes Aunt Jano says it takes 
a dip in very weak copperas water to 
cleanse and sweeten them to suit her— 
sun and wind all day doing the rest. 
Then the closets have the floors washed 
often, and the doors left wide open ev
ery day while the rooms are airing, and 
by tlii3 care that immacculate woman 
keeps her boys' wardrobe as neat and 
sweet as any girl's. One rule is that no 
boots and shoes are kept in closets with 
clothing, for leather and woolen suits to
gether get up a smell of their own that 
is, to say the least, extraordinary. The 
boys never wear their boots or thick shoes 
up* stairs or in a carpeted room. Aa 

soon as they come home the boots are 
taken off in the little dressing room off 
the entry, put on the back porch to be 
cleaned if they need it, and then all 
go in the boot closet down stairs, while 
the boys wear slippers or low shoes 
about the house. It was some trouble 
to make them understand they were 
not to come stalking into the sitting 
room • in rubber boots or walking 
shoes, but the noise, dust and wear 
of carpets saved by it would make any 
woman's heart glad. The boys pretend 
their mother copies Turkish manners 
and would like them to leave their shoes 
outside, like the Turks at the door of a 
mosque; but they find stout shoes last 
longer for being kept to their own par
ticular uses, and carpets certainly wear 
better when not ground by half-inch 
soles. How baggy at knees and wrink
led at elbows the suits are when school
boys have nearly gone through them. 
To prevent this, every Saturday night, 
after they have been brushed, dampen 
the knees of the trowsers and press 
them with a heavy iron, or leave them 
all night under a smooth board and 
heavy weight, the way soldiers keep 
their uniforms smooth. When a jacket 
is worn rough, lay it on a table, scrub 
with a stiff brush, hot water and soap, 
using as little water as possible; rub 
with a dry crash towel, put a thin cloth 
over and press the garment well. A 
shabby coat often comes out as good as 
new from this treatment. Coats must 
not be hung by the loop on the collar 
for any length of time, but be put away 
on the wire shoulder forms, which sost 
ten cents apiece. Trowsers and vests 
should be laid away in press to keep them 
in shape.—Wide Awake. 

Imported Horses. 

A writer from France to the Breeders' 
Gazette thus describes how some deal
ers purchase horses for the American 
market: "We have'seen this year some 
very selfish Americans who came to 
Perche and have spent their time in 
looking after the poorest stock because 
it was the cheapest. Such exportations 
can only do harm both in America and 
in Perche. No doubt some are 'regis
tered,'and by means of this may be 
palmed off as the cream of the Perche. 
I can not help relating to you how an 
American of your Western states trans
acted his business. He did not even 
pay a visit to the Perche. As soon 
as he arrived in Paris he took a 
cab, went to a dealer there and 
said: 'I want fifty horses,'and sat 
down while the dealer gathered them 
for him. These animals came from 
the Lord only Knows where, very likely 
the most of them from Belgium, with 
which a few from the Perche or else
where are mixed; but it is all the same to 
this gentleman from the West as long 
as they are cheap. As soon as he had the 
required number he herded them to
gether and sliiped them to America, 
where I am told they are sold under the 
name of "Normans." It is indeed a 
wonder that the old dukes of Normandy 
do not get out of their graves in their 
wrath at the idea of calling these heavy 
draft-horses ' 'Normans." In view of 
such practices it is well for buyers to 
know from whom they purchase when 
paying good prices for "imported 
stock." 

Strawberries, Set Them How. 

Now is a good time to start a bed 
of strawberries. Few who have not 
tried realize how small an area and how 
little trouble it takes to grow strawber
ries in plenty for family use. The 
young plants, either common runners 
or potted plants, can now be safely set 
where they are to grow. The latter set 
on rich soil will bear well next June. 
One hundred plants well cultivated will 
give an abundance for family use. 
There is no farmer in the state of Mich
igan but may have all this delicious 
truit that his family desire for use 
during the season or for canning. 
They are as sure as the wheat 
crop and for the space used more prof
itable. The lot owner in town will find 
more satisfaction in a plat of strawber
ries than in anything else he can raise. 
A class of fruit that is so easily spoiled 
by handling one only knows its true 
worth who can pick it fully ripe from 
his own garden. He can never get it 
second-hand iu perfection, and besides 
when one depends on the market he 
does not provide his family with half as 
many as they want. 
. If 100 quarts are used during the 

season they will cost at a low price ten 
cents per quart or $10. This will seem 
a large amount to pay out for one fruit, 
but they can be easily grown on four 
square rods of ground and will be a 
perfect surprise to the family and a 
great saviug as well. Who will not try 
them. 

An Excellent Stock Hals. 

New York Tribune:—An excellent 
rule for owners of live stock of all kinds 
to be guided by is this: that what is 
bad for his own health is bad 
for his stock. A man feeds him
self reasonably; he would not think of 
eating the hard, unripe, windfall apples 
which he gives to his cows, nor make a 
meal of chaff instead of bread, although 
his cattle may be forced to feed upon 
swamp weeds and dead and dry herbage 
picked up from what has been rejected 
during the summer; nor will he drink 
foul water, nor live in such filth as he 
keeps his poultry or his piga in. I 
don't know but what mankind can stand 
more of this than our domestic animals 
can. but at any rate as a rule we try to 
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avoid it, and if we should have sound 
healthy stock we must treat them, at 
regards sanitary laws, precisely as w< 
do ourselves, and in some coses better. 

Take a Holiday at the Pairs. 
Prom Rural New Yorker. 

Even a comparatively light burden be« 
comes almost intolerably oppressive if 
constantly and unceasingly borne, and 
it helps one wonderfully to lay it down, 
straighten up and take a deep breath, 
if only for a moment. If it makes the 
burden no lighter, it does what amounts t 

to the same thing, it rests the tired 
muscles and makes them the more able 
to bear it. It does a team engaged in 
heavy work an awful sight of good to 
occasionally stop, have the harness 
loosened, and be allowed to get a long 
breath; it seems to put new life and vig
or into them, and they always look 
their thanks. The farmer is too apt to 
make bis life like the constant bearing 
of the heavy load, or the drawing of 
the team. He does not have resting 
and breathing spells enough; he seems 
to think he cannot afford the time. He 
forgets that the distance is much short
er to the rested horse, and the load 
much lighter to the rested man.* 

Just now is a splendid time t / turn 
over a new leaf. The season of fairs is 
is just opening, and every farmer should 
so plan his work that he can go to on* 
or more of them. We believe that thi< 
year they will be more free from objec
tionable features than ever before. Do 
not think it enough that you go alone, 
brother farmer; your wife needs a rest 
as badly as you do, and often ten times 
worse. Plan, therefore .to take her. 
And then the boys—they have been 
good boys, and have worked hard and 
faithfully; of course you will take them. 
And the girls—well, you might as well 
make up your mind to take the whols 
family, not forigetting the hired man. 
Go early and go every day. When yon 
get there, don't get to talking politics 
and forget all about tho family; they 
are worth more to you than all the 
poiticians; so stick by them and 
let the button-liolers go. Take the 
whole family about, and show them 
the improved stock; call attention to 
the points of excellence in the dif
ferent breeds, aiutl kinds of domestic 
animals. Show them the fruits and 
flowers; show them the farm and house
hold machinery; and see if you can't 
find some new improvements in it. Be 
sure to point out everything. Mak« 
yourself happy by seeing how inuct 
you can interest them in what come: 
from the farm, and what tends to light
en the labors of the farm. 

If you see anything on the ground 
that merits your disapproval, call the 
managers' attention to it, and beg of 
them to abate the nuisance. If thej 
neglect to do so, make a memorandum 
of it, and be sure to settle with them at 
the next annual election. We believe 
that two or three days thus spent will 
be much better than money at interest, 
and we believe you will bo surprised ai 
how many new ideas you will get, anc 
will be charmed at the new zest and 
interest it will put into the work, oi 
even the hired man. Try it. 

Chinese Feeding Their Dead. 
From the Portland Oregonian. 

Early yesterday morning hacks and 
express wagons loaded with Chinamen, 
roast pigs, etc., commenced to pour 
across the Stark street ferry on their 
way to Lone Fir cemetery to observe 
the religious ceremony commonly called 
feeding the dead. A reporter of this 
paper, who visited the cemetery during 
the afternoon, found a large number ol 
Chinamen engaged in this pious duty. 
The roast pigs and chickens were placed 
around on the ground among the 
graves of the Chinese and at the head 
of nearly every grave candles were burn
ing. From the best information to be ob
tained in regard to this custom it seems 
that the food is intended as a sort of 
propitiatory offering to the Chinese 
devil. The offerings varied according 
to the habits and tastes of the occupants 
of the graves. At the grave of one, 
his friend, after digging holes in th« 
hard ground with his knife, stuck up 
two candles and then laid out several 
sets of chop-sticks and as many small 
cups, which he filled with wine; then 
he placed some bawls of rice and a 
package of cigarettes and a small vessel 
of opium. Then he made several bows 
and genuflections, as if inviting hia 
dead friend or the other party to set to. 
A number of fires were burning in 
the vicinity, and on these were placed 
pieces of paper with squares of imita
tion gold leaf pasted on them represent
ing gold coin, and smaller squares 
punched full of holes represented the 
brass cash, which coin has a hole in the 
center. Some burned small garments 
made of paper and this furnished a new 
suit to their deceased friends at small 
cost. After the pigs and chickens had 
been displayed long enough to give the 
devil time to satisfy himself they were 
carefully replaced in the wagons and 
brought back to town. 

At Cedar Bapids, Iowa, a very destrective fire 
occurred Friday afternoon, resulting in the al
most complete ruin of J. R. Merin & Co.'s cold 
storage warehouse, filled with butter and eggs, 
chiefly tho latter, of which there were 300,000 
dozen. The origin of the fire is a mysteiy. 
The building was worth about $L0,000, and th? 
stock $40,COO. The building ia burned to the 
ground, and the stock nearly destroyed. 

At a fire in the residence of Joseph Biglowo^ 
Toledo, a daughter eight years old perished in 
the flames. His wife and infant child were badly 
burned. 


