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9%a first intimation given of theacosntricity 
«Hh» testator was, I think, in the spring of 
MM. II* wM it that time in pmaion of: a 
c—ililwiihla property, heavily. mortgaged to 
snsSfriend, and a wife of somo attraction. on 
aatose affections another friend held an ia-
caunbering lien. On* day it was found that 
ta bad secretly dog, or canned to *• dug, a 
j»—p trap before the front door of Kb dwell
ing, into which a few friends, in the course 
mt the evening, casually and familiarly 
(dropped. This circumstance, slight initseH 

to point to the existence of a certain 
nor in tbe man, which might eventually 
i into literature, although his wife's lover— 

of quick discernment, whose leg was 
by tbe-fall—took other views. It was 

weeks later that, while dining with cer-
other friends of bia wife, lie excused him-

: ortf from the table to quietly reappear at tbe 
Croat window with a three-quarter inch by-
afcaalic pipe, and a stream of water projected 
Mt the assembled company. An attempt was 
«aade to take public cognizance of this; but* 
^Mojority of the citizens of Red Dog, who 
am not at dinner, decided that a man bad a 
*tgbt to choose his own methods of diverting 
Mb company. Nevertheless, there were some 

i of his insanity ; his wife recalled other 
clearly attributable to dementia; tbe 

afppled lover argued from his own experience 
;< that tbe integrity of ber limbs could only be 
v secured by leaving her husband's house; and 
Ike mortgagee, fearing a further dainago to 
kia property, foreclosed. But here the causa 
•Call this anxiety took matters into his own 
lands and disappeared. 

When we next heard from him he had, in 
•ana mysterious way, been relieved alike of 
liia wife and property, and was living nloneat 
Sackville, fifty miles away, and editing * 
•jthpaper. But that originality be liad dis-
gtfayed when dealing with the problems of bia 
own private life, when applied to polities in 
(becolumns of The Rockville Vanguard was 
cingularly unsuccessful. An amusing exag
geration, purporting to be hii exact account 
of the manner iu which the opposing candi
date had murdered his Chinese laundryman, 

: ana, I i«gret tg say, answered only by as-
aault and battery. A gratuitous and purely 
iaaagi native description of a great religions 
awvival in Calaveras, in which tbe sheriif of 
the county—a notoriously profane skeptic— 

- -was alleged to have been the chief extorter, 
. reaultcd only in the withdrawal of the county 
Advertising from the paper. In the midst of 
this practical confusion he suddenly died. 
It was then discovered, as a crowning proof 
«f hia absurdity, that he had left a will be* 
^osathing his entire effects to a freckle faced 
•Mid servant at the Rockville hotel. But 
that absyrdity became serious when it was 
4fc» discoveredthat among these effects wars 
m thousand shares in the Ridng Sun Mining 
company, which a day or twoafter his de-

i anise, and while people were still laughing at 
•, Ms grotesque benefaction, suddenly sprang 

Into opulence and celebrity. Three millions 
mt dollars was roughly estimated as the val'— 

tae estate thus wantonly sacrificed. For 
Is only fair to state, aa a just tribute to the 

enterprise and en-
"1 * 1 trgf of that young 

and thriving settle
ment, that there 
was not probably 
a single citizen who 
did not feel him
self better able to 
control the de
ceased humorist's 
property Some 
had expressed a 
doubt of their abil
ity to Rnpport a : !  
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• 
FSGGY WOFFAT. 

ffsmlly; others bad felt perhaps too keenly 
the d<aep responsibility resting upon them 
wbm chosen fromtbe panel as jurors, and 
tad evaded their public duties, a few bad de
clined office and low salary: but no one 
tihnunc from tbe possibility of having been 
called upon to assume the functions of Peggy 
Jloffat, the heiress. 

Tbe will was contested—first by the widow, 
whoa-, it now appeared had never been le
gally divorced from the deceased; next by 
Sour of his consins, who awoke, only too late, 

consciousness of his moral and pecuniary 
-worth. But the humble legatee—a singularly 
plain, unpretending, uneducated western 
Sbi—exhibited a dogged pertinacity in 

, claiming bar rights. 8b) rejected all coinpro-
•rism. A rough sense of Justice in the com
munity. while doubting her ability to take 

i of tbe whole fortune, suggested that sbe 
to b« content with gSOO,OQOl "She1* 

twoud to throw even that away on some 
dsnwi skunk of a man, natoorally; but 

millions is too modi to give a 
fnr malun1 bar onhappy. It's offerin' 

• temptation to cuaaedneaa." The . only 
•»posing 'vote*, to, this counsel came frota 

< «ha santonin HpeofMr.Jack Hamlin. "Sap; 
9*aa,n auggoated toatgentleman. turning 
abruptly on the speaker—"suppose, when 
gum won $20,000 of ma last PMday 

• « ; handing 
T«w over t̂ iao)|ayaal,dld--suppaae rd got 
oponmy hind legs, and aaid,'Look yer, Bill 

; 'Wothenbee, you're a d-d fooL If I give 
jn that twenty thousand, you'U throw It 

syin the first akin game ia Triaco.and 
' I it ovtr to tbe first short card aharpyoall 

There* a thousand—enough for you 
to fling away,—take it and getf Suppoaa 
what TO . said to yon was tbe from truth, 

I ypuknoWd it, would that bavebean tbe 
to play on ftmf Bni -hare 

quickly pointed out thslnaO* 
nhwny of the comparison by stating that he 

: 5US ibo "*rA 

agely, tmndinf his blade eyes on the asten-
ished casuist—"ho wdo youkndw ti»t thsgal 
btA^putdown a stal̂  ̂ Tbo iMn stam
mered an dniiitelligihle reply. ; The gambhr 
laid bia whi te hand on VVetbersbeels tf>ouMer. 
"Look hers, old man," be said, ^every gal 
stakm ber wbolt frfie—you can bet your Hfs 
on that—whatever  ̂ ber littleglune. If aha 
took to keerds instead of her fealinga, if abeVI 
put up >chi{<ai instead of body and aoul, dnU 
bust awry Iwnk tarixt thia and WkoI Yon 
hear mef? '• 

Somewhat of tbla idea was conveyed, I fear 
not quito as sentimentally, to lVggy Moffat 
herself. The best legal wisdom of Ban Fran* 
daco,r«<tainod by the wklow and rriali ves,took 
occasion, in a private interview with Peggy, 
to point out that she stood in the quasi-crimi
nal attitude of having ttnlawftilly practiced 
•pon the affections of an insane ald«rly gsntle-
snan, with a view of getting poasesrion of bis 
pmperty, and suggested4o brrthat no vestige 
of oer moral character would remain after 
(bo trial, if she persisted in forcing her claims 
to *hat issue. It is said that Peggy, on hear' 
ing thia,'stef^ed washing the idafe dw bad in 
her hands, and, twisting the towel aroundher 
Angers, fixed ber small pale Uue eyes at the 
lawyer. 

"And es that tbe kind o,ch|rpln these crit> 
tors keep upr ' 

"I regret to nay, my drar. young lady," re
sponded the lawyer, "that thf world is ten-
aorioiis. I must add," bo continued, with en
gaging frankness, 'that we pruftssional law* 
yers are opt to study the opinion of tbe 
world, and that such will be the theory of— 
our side." 

"Then," said Peggy stoutly, urx I allow 
Tve got to go into court to defend my char
acter, I might as well pack in tneni three mil
lions too." 

There is hearsay evidence theit Peg added 
to this speech a wish and desire to "bust the 
crust" of ber traducers, and, remarking that 
"that was the kind of hairpin" she was, 
closed the conversation with an unfortunate 
accident to the plate that left a severe contu
sion on the legal brow of her companion. 
But this story, popular in tbe barrooms and 
gulches, lacked confirmation in higher circle* 
Better authenticated was the legend related 
of an interview with her own lawyer. That 
gentleman had pointed out to her the advan
tage of being able to show some reasonable 
cause for the singular generosity of the tes
tator. 

"Although," be continued, "the law doea 
not go back of the will for reason or cause for 
its provisions, it would be a strong point with 
the judge and jury—particularly if the 
theory of insanity were set up—for us to 
show that tho act was logical and natural. 
Of course you have—I speak confidently, 
Hiss Moffat—certain ideas of your own why 
the late Mn Byways was so singularly gen
erous to you." 

"No, I haven't," said Peg decidedly. 
"Think again. Had he not expressed to 

yon—you understand that this is confidential 
between us, although I protest, my dear young 
iady, that I seo no reason why it should not 
bo made public—had he not given utterance 
to sentiments of a nature consistent with 
aome future matrimonial relations)" But 
bore Miss Peg's large mouth, which had been 
slowly relaxing over her irregular teeth, 
stopped him. ; 

; 

"If you mean be minted to maî r'me— 
NoP « 

"I see. But were there any conditions—of 
course you know the law takes no cognizance 
of any not expressed in the will; but still,for 
the sake of mere corrrooration of the be
quest—do you know of any conditions on 
which be gave you the property!" 

"You mean did he want anything in re-
tnrnr 

"Exactly, my dear young lady." £ 

Peg's faco on one side turned a deep ma
genta color, on the other a. lighter cherry, 
while her nosa wns purple and her 
forciiead aU'Indianred. To add to the effect 
of this awkward and discomposlng dramado 
exhibition of embarrassment; the began to 
wipe her hands on her dresa, and sat silent 

"I understand," said tbe lawyer hastily. 
"No matter—the conditions were fulfilled." 

"Not" said Peg amazedly. "How could 
they be until be was deadi" 

It was tbe lawyer's turn to color and grow 
embarrassed. / 

"IIo did say something, and make some 
conditions," continued Peg, with a certain 
firmness through her awkwardness; "but 
that's nobody's business but mine and bis'n. 
And it's no call o' yours or theirs." 

"But, my dear MUs Moffat, it these very 
conditions were proofs of bis right mind, yon 
surely would not object to make them known, 
if only to enablo you to put yourself in aeon-
dition to carry them out" 

HButt"'said Peg cunningly, ̂ pose you and. 
the court didn't think 'em satisfactory? 
S'pose you thought 'em queer! Eh?" 

With this helpless limitation on the part of 
the defense, the case came totriaL Every* 
body remembers it—ho w for six weeks it was 
the daily food of Calaveras county; how for 
six weeks the intellectual and moral and spir* 
itual competency of If r. Janaes By ways to dis-
poaaof his property was discuased with learned 
and formal obscurity in the court, and frith 
unlettered ind independent prejudice by 
camp fires and in barrooms. At the end of 
that time, when it .was logically establisoedi 
that nt lei)gt nine-tenths of the population o  ̂
Calaverassier îrinlitssiBfeirtiafc-and every-' 
body elseVireason ,:se»rf -t<».,Jtdtter on Its 
throne, un exhausted jury succumbed one day 
to the presence of Fsi to tha oourt room. 1| 
was not a prepoMeasing pweencs at any tii 
hot the excitement and an injudicious 
tempt to ornament haraslf bcou ît her de  ̂
fects into s glaring rslief that was aUmost 
unreal. Every ireckleon hsr face atood out 
andaaasrtaditeaU alngly; berpala bin* ejmi 
that gave no indtaation .of bar force of 
dmnakti eat atod wand«i«g, o  ̂
atarad btaikly at thai judge; her over-stepd 
head; broad s|t tho bawj terminating in tba 
v.. » -A -• .i: 

l hud 
.aid ;|lt«;1iraodkiii: 't̂ AaMW that 

topped tbe raiUng ajpd  ̂W  ̂ sbe safc 
Tbe jury, whb foraix weeiks had had ber do> 
icribed to thml̂  the|iMutiin» as an ltd, 
wily ancWlii»^whp,hs<l sapped the falling 
reason of Jim By trays, revolted to a man. 
There waa something so appallingly gratui
tous in bar plainueas, that it was te|t that 
three millioits was «earcdy a compeusatioo 
for it "Ef that money waa givo to her ehe 
eari»ed it uu$, boys; it wasn't bo softness of 
the old man,"said tho foivntan. When iht 
July retired it yraa falt.tbat sbe had cleared 
her duuraotor; when Utey ro-witared the 
room with tht# verdict it was knovrn that 
dw had been awarded Uireo'inilliuus dauiages 
for its defauatiou. 

Motfaiug was known definitely until 
month later, turned np in Hacramento, with 
m billiard cue in hw Lwtd, and a heart over
charged with indignant entoMoft "I don* 

f 
tfygu in ouurt. 

Oho got the money. But those who hod 
confidently expected to see her squander it 
were disappointed  ̂ on tlm contrary, it was 
presently whispered that she was excMedingly 
penurious. That admirable woman, Mrs. 
Stiver, of Red Dog, who aurompaitied 
ber to San Francisco to assist ber in mak
ing purchases, was loud in her indiguatkm. 
"Sbe cares more for two - bits than 1 do 
for five dollars. She wouldn't buy any 
thing at tho "City of Paris," because it was 
"too expensive," and at last rigged her
self out, a perfect guy, at some cheap slop
shops in Market street And after all 
the care Jane and me took of her, giving; up 
our time atid experience to lier, she never so 
much as inade Jane n single present" Popu
lar opinion, which regardixl Airs. Stiver's at
tention aa purely apeculative, was not 
shocked at this unprofitable denouement; but 
when Peg refused to give anything to clear 
the mortgage off the new Presbyterian 
church, and even declined to take shares in 
the .Union' ditch, considered by many as an 
equally sacred and safe investment, she be
gan to lose favor. Nevertheless, sbe seemed 
to bjas regardless of publio opinion as she' 
had been before tbe trial; took a small 
house, in which sbe lived with an old woman 
who had once been a fellow servant, on ap
parently terma of perfect equality, and 
looked after her money. I wish 1 could say 
that able did this discreetly; but tbe fact ia, 
ahe blundered. The same , dogged per
sistence sbe had displayed in claiming Iter 
rights was visible in her unsuccessful ven
tures. She sunk (300,000 in n worn out 
shaft originally projected by the deceased 
testator; she prolonged the miserable exist
ence of The Rockville Vanguard long after 
it bad ceased to interest even its enemies; 
she kept the doors of the Rockville hotel 
open wheu its custom bad departed; sbe lost 
the cooperation and favor of a fellow capi
talist through a trilling misunderstanding, in 
which she was derelict and impenitent; she 
had three lawsuits on her bands that could 
have been settled for a trifle. I note these 
defects to show that she was by no means a* 
heroine. I quote her affair with Jock Fol-
irnbee to show she was scarcely the average 
woman. 

That handsome, graceless vagabond had 
struck the outskirts,of Red Dog in a cyclone 
of dissipation, which left him a stranded but 
still rather interesting wreck in a ruinous 
cabin not far from Peg Moffat's virgin 
bower. Pale, crippled from excesses, with a 
voice quite tremulous from sympathetic 
emotion, more or less developed by stimu
lants, ho lingered languidly, with much time 
on his hands and only a few neighbors. In 
this fascinating kind of general deshabille of 
morals, dress and tho emotions he ap
peared before Peg Moffat More than 
that, be occasionally limped with 
ber through . the settlement The 
critical eye of Red Dog took in the singular 
pair—Jack, voluble, suffering, apparently 
overcome by remorse, conscience, vitupera
tion and disease ; and Peg, open mouthed, high' 
colored, awkward, yet delighted; and the 
critical eye of Red Dog, seeing this, winked 
meaningly at RockvUia, No one knew what 
passed between them, but all observed that 
one summer day Jack drove down the main 
street of Red Dog in an open buggy, with the 
heiress of that town beside him. Jack, albeit 
a trifle shaky, held the reins with something 
of bis old dash; and Mistress Peggy, in an 
enormous bonnet̂  with pearl colored ribbons 
n shade darkeir than her hair, holding in tor 
short, pink-gloved fingers a bouquet of yellow 
roses, absolutely glowed crimson in distressful 
gratification over the dashboard. So theas 
two fared on, out of the busy aettlement into 
tbe woods, against the rosy sunset Possibly 
it was not a pretty picture; nevertheless, as 
the dim aisles of tbe solemn pines opened to 
recei ve them, miners leaned upon their spades 
and mechanics stopped in their toil to look 
after them. .Tho .critical, eye of Red Dog, 
perhaps from tho sun, perhaps from the fact 
that it had itself once been young and dissi
pated, took on a kindly moisture as it gased. 

Tbamoonwaa high whan,they returned. 
Thoaf wbq had waited to congratulate Jack 
on this near prospect of a favorable change in 
his fortunes were chagrined to find that, hav
ing seen the lady safe home, ha had himself 
departed from Red Dog. Nothing .was to bo 
gleaned from Fag, wbo, on tha next day and 
enauCng days, kept the even tenor of her way, 
synkn tiioiuaod or t>wo more in unsuccessful 
speculation, and made nochange in ber babita 

continued, looking dowti on bar 
fonowiugwlthherfingerand'lhWnha 
of her gown—"I beyn't eo maay 

mind saying to yon, gsnttanen, in confl- [ stings •'kind word for me tliess tisiM 
denca," aatd Jack to a circle ot sympathizing i dlsremembar tbem." Her under lip t~ 

. players—"1 don't inind lulling you regurditig ' up a little here; and, after vainly 
i this thing, that 1 was as aattm that treckled ; for a forgotten handkerchief, she 

lifted the hem of ber gown, wiped her 
noso upon it, but.-teftthev, te ;̂i£tiUv!la; 

faced, red eyed, tallow haired gal as if she'd 
boon—a—a—an actruss. : And I don't mind 
saying, gentlemen, that, a* fer as 1 under* 
stand women, abe-was jut. as soft on me* 
You 'kin laiigh ; but it'sjn Ouo day I took 
ter out buggy riding— în style, too-^and out 
on the road 1 ottered to do tho square thiug, 
just as it sbe'd been a lady —offered, to marry 
her then and there. And what did she do!" said 
Jack, with a hysterical laugh. "Why, blank 
it all! ofl!t<red me £23 a week allowance—pay 
to bo stopped when: I wasn'tat home!" Tha 
roat uf Uaghter that <reeted this frank con* 
tension was broken by a quiet voico asking, 
"And wbtt did you sayi"—"Sayi" screamed 
Jack, "I jnst told Her to go to —— with her 
money."—"Th«y say," continued <ho quiet 
*oiM| Hut yui asked her for the loan of 
*250 to get you to Sacramento—and that you 
got it "—"Who say* so?" roared Jack. "Show 
me the blank liar." There was a dead silence  ̂
Then the posacsaor of the quiet voice, Mr. 
Jack llamliu, languidly reached under the 
table, took the „ chalk, and, rubbing tins cod 
of bis billiard cue, began with gentle gravity; 
"it was an old friend of mine in Sacramento  ̂
a man with a wooden leg, a game eye, three 
fingers on bis rigl)t hand and a consumptive 
cuugh. Being unable, naturally, to back 
himself, lie leaves things to me. So, for the 
sake or argument," continued Hamlin, sud
denly laying down hia eve and fixing hb 
wicked black eyes on the speaker, "say it's 
me!" 

I am afraid that this story, whether truth
ful or not, did not tend to increase Peg's pop
ularity in a community where recklessness 
and generosity condoned for tbe absence of 
all the other virtues; and it is possible also 
ti>at Red Dog was no more free from preju
dice than other more civilised but equially 
disappointed matchmakers. Likewise, dur
ing tbo following year, sbio made several more 
foolish ventures, and lost heavily. In fact, a 
feverish desire to increase her store at almost 
any risk neenied to possess ber. At last it 
wns announced that sh$ intended to reopen 
tbe in Mix Rockville hotel, and keep it 
herself. VV ild as this scheme appeared 
foi theory, when put into practical 
operation there seemed to be some 
chance of success. Much, doubtless, was 
owing to bar practical knowledge of hotel 
keeping, but more to her rigid economy and 
untiring industry. The mistress of mitiimm, 
she cooked, washed, waited on .table, made 
the beds and labored like a common menial. 
Visitors were attracted by this novel specta
cle. The income of tbe house incrcasod as 
their respect for tbe hostess lessened. No 
anecdote of ber avarice was too extravagant 
for current belief. It was even alleged that 
she had been known to carry tbe luggage of 
guests to their roojps, that sbo might antici* 
pate the usual poiter's gratuity. Sbe denied 
herself the ordinary necessaries of life. She 
was poorly clad, sbe was ill-fed—but tbe 
hotel was making money. 

A few hinted of insanity; others shook their 
heads, and said a curse was eutailed on the 
property. It was believed, also, from her 
appearance, that she could not long survive 
this tax on her energies, nnd already there 
was discussion as to the probable final dispo
sition of her property. 

It was the peculiar fortune of Mr. Jack 
Hamlin to bo able to set the world right on 
this and other questions regarding her. 

A stormy December evening had set in 
when he chanced to be a guest at tbe Rock
ville hotel. He had, during the past week, 
been engaged in tbe prosecution of bis noble 
profession at Red Dog, and had, in the 
graphic language of a coadjutor, "cleared out 
tbe town, except his fare in the pockets of the 
sfc.p:e driver." The Red Dog Standard had 
bewailed bis departure in playful obituary 
verse, beginning, "Dearest Johnny, tbou 
hast left us," wherein the rhymes "bereft us" 
and "deplore" carried a vague allusion to "a 
thousand dollars more." A quiet content
ment naturally suffused bis personality, aud 
he was more than usually lazy and deliberate 
In his speech. At midnight, when he was 
about to retire, he was a little surprised, 
however, by a tap on bis door, followed by 
tbe presence of Mistress Peg Moffat, heiress, 
and landlady of Rockville hotel. 

Mr. Hamlin, despite bis previous defense of 
Peg, bad no liking for ber. His fastidious 
teste rejected beruncomeliness; his habits of 
thought and life were all antagonistic to 
what be bad beard of ber niggardliness and 
greed. As she stood there, in a dirty calico 
wrapper, still redolent with the day's cuisine, 
crimson with embarrassment and the recent 
beat of the kitchen range, she certainly w&s 
not an alluring apparition. Happily for thQ 
lateness of the hour, ber loneliness and tha 
infelix reputation of the man befor» ber, sha 
was at least a safe one. And I fear tbe vary 
consciousness of this scarcely relieved hie' 
embarrassment 

, "I wanted to say afew; wotds to yo aUns, 
Vr. Blmlin," ate BtgantaMng an unoOrad 

<» «he erf flt Ms porti»teau,-<* l 

$6 
uyea as sbo raised them to tho nan. . 

Mr. Hamlin  ̂who bad by this time divtpMtt 
himself of his coat, stopped unbuttoning Jdft-
waistcoat, and looked at her. 

"Like ez not tbafll be high water on tha 
North Fork, of this rain keeps on,? said Ag  ̂
as if apologetically, looking toward tbe wto-  ̂ 4 
dow. 

Tha otber main having ceassd, Mr. Hamlin 
began to unbutton bis waistcoat sgalp. 

"1 wanted to ask ye a favor about Mr.-  ̂  ̂
about—Jack Folinsbee," began Peg. agafth 
hurriedly: "He's ailin' aginV andismightjy 
low. And he's losin' a heap o' money MS-
and thar, and mostly to yon. YOa cleanedi 
bira out of two thousand dollars last night-*-
altbeliad." v 

"Well?" said tbe gambler coldly. > 
"Well, I thought, es yoa was a frietida '̂ 

mine, I'd ask ye to let. up a little on him,*' 
said Peg with an affected laugh. "Toa kin> 
do it Don't let mm p||j with ye." 

"Mistress Margaret Moffat," said Jack wiHkt 
laty deliberation, taking off his watch and 
beginning to wind it up, "ef you're that much-
stuck after Jack ̂ oliiubee, you kin keep him 
off of ine mucb easier tban l lcin: You're •> 
rich woman. Give him enough money b> 
break my bank, or break himself for good, 
and ull; but dou't keep him forlln' round me 
in hopes to make a raise. It dont payi Mis
tress Moirat—it don't payl" 

A liner nature than JPeg's would have mia-
nnderst<i«l or resented the gambler's siaag 
and tho miserable truths tlmt underlaid it 
But sl:e comprehended him instantly, and sat 
hopelessly silent 

"Ef you'lf take my advice," continued Jade, 
placing hiB watch and chain under his pilloifi 
and quietly unloosing his cravat, "you'll quit 
this yer forlin', marry that chap and hand 
over to him the money and the moneymaldn*: 

that's kiilin' you. He'll get rid of it soa  ̂
enough. I don't say this because ̂  expeot to 
git it; for vvhenbe's got that, inuchof a raise 
he'll make a break for 'Frisco, and lose it to 
some first-class sport there. I don't say; 
neither, that you maynt be in luck enough 
to reform him. I don't say, muther—and itti 
a derned sight more likely 1—that you maynt 
be luckier yet, and he'll fip and die afore ho 
gite rid of your money. But I do say yoult 
make him happy now; and, es I reckon 
you're about es badly stack after that dap 
es I ever saw any woman, you wont ha 
burtin' your own feelin's either." 

The blood left Peg's face as sbe looked upk 
"But that's why I can't give him the money—* 
and he won't marry me without it." 

Mr. Hamlin's band dropped from the last 
button of hiB waistcoat- "Cant—give—hino 
—tho—money!" ho repeated, slowly. 

"No." \ 
"Why!" " ' - , 
"Because-^-because I lore him." 
Mr. Hamlin robuttoned his waistcoat and' 

sat down patiently on the bed. Peg arose 
and awkwardly drew tbe portmanteau • 
little nearer to him. 

"When Jim Byways left me this 
property," she began, looking cautiously 
around, "ho left it to mo on conditiont; not 
conditions ez was in bis *written will, hot 
conditions ez waz spoken. A promise 1 
madia him in this very room, Mr. Hamlin?— 
this very room, and on that very bed you're 
sittin' on, in which he died." 

"On that very brd you're aittin' on." 
Like most gamblers, Mr. Hamlin wassupsr*^ 

stitious. He rose hastily from tho bed and 
took a chair beside the window. The wind-
shook it as if tho discontented spirit' of Mr. 
Byways were without, re-enforcing his last 
injunction. 

"I don't know if you remember him," said: 
Peg, feverishly. "He was a man ex bed suf
fered. All that he loved—wife, fammerly, 
friends—had gone back on him. He tried to' 
math* light of it aforo folks, but with ms,. 
beingnipoor gal, be let himself out X never 
iold naybody thia. I don't know why he told 
Mî t don't know," contbiued Pfcg, with a 
sniffle, "why be wanted to make me unbappW 
toa But he made mo promise that, 
mohisiortune, Pg nnw,MT<r-w telp 
Go«j-#vsfsi " 

AiinMtit her tntrided. Bok lft tho i didnt think it wwddte 
time I can ketdi yon, or yoa me; for Ite 
down in the kitchen from sanup till now." 

She stopped awkwardly,asUtoUrtentotlia 
wind, which was rattliaig.~. tlik^winioitet/'«iil-
spreading a film of rain againsfe the opaque 
darkness without Then, smoothing her 
wrapper over her knees, she remarked, as if 
opening a desultory conversation: 

'sapoworof rsin oatfirte.* -' 
Mr. HandinV only renkmaa to this asts* 

jriiminafj tag at his coot as ho began to 
move#. 

"I thought ye couldnt mind lob' me a 

to keep that promise then, Mr. Hamlin, for I 
was very poor and hednt a friend nor a Uv* : 
î gMnf kind-to me but Afm." 
"Bifc yob^ro as good as broken your pnxn- •; 
ise already," said Hamlin. "You've given 
Jack money," as I know." 

"Only what l mado myself. . Listen, to. me,̂ ",: 
Mr. Hamlin. When Jack proposed tome, 1 1 

offered him about whatl kalkfiatedl ««•'*' 
••in myreie, •' When ha went sway, and was 
fekkandtotronlile, Icam»hmand«Mk«Us 
boteL I knew that byhard workIcotfd 
•akait pay. Dont hmghatms, plsassi t 

lid make it pay—without 
the fortin'. And all I 
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favor," continued Fog, with * hard, awk-' takin* om oant of 
Weoks nasMd withmit ' wwd bwm. made, werkut' by aigbt and day. lgav, 
weoka pasi*d iorter. .bih.̂ ':triend ff miiie, and bad - , |1n oonttlilmil j «• 
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