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4 0 n ldrr  & Mrs. Ole (Otav) .&l fcon

Irrom $sr*pbook of ltirc. U, Ti, i.{iclraolEon

it{r. anrl }frso llav.Alfson arrived ln i:ort}reastern FlLot ilound lovunshi.p Ln 1890
to settle on tnolr nomesteacir 1',?of onriro frorrr .i.akoi;a ilousti/" ,riinnesota,

l , l rs" - t l fson s":Lt i r : ror tnree s,ral l  * l r l ldrenn Ingoborg, f ivo years old, Aibertr
tnree, &d -Ionry, stii l a babe in snns h'*aded for i.Iayvillo via train, t*rsre to arryalt
tiro arrlvaL o.f her huebandn $ineo tL:ir: :ruiLtri;l:.d cn,trod "blrree milss from *tta;rril le *rg.
ii ' lfson ',teth chlldren sot out to ralk, a.ssinted by a young boy. After v*allcing ono-
half nilc tlroy stoppod to rest at e. sr,ra"ll cabin occupied by a young couplo. rlfter
liearlng iiirs. Alfsonrs story shs wes invited to reruain"hir€ro unril jr.er nusband would
arrtvo wlth tnolr  pos$es$tonr,  aonsist in6 of houeoirsir i ,  6 ioods, four horees, corrsr
pi.l,q, nnd shlci<€rtr: r -

i ' ':ron lJrq ,{.f,son arrlved wlth his 'property throo woeics later, he nad oonsidorabl-e
trr:ubLs uni.oad.lng frontho traln. there w€r6 no loadi.ng plabfonns ln tnore dayo,
so l.n ordor tc 6et the sbock unloadod, blts tios lying; along the treciss rrore oonvErted
into a br i-r ige to epan tho gap across the di tah. i ,ur ing t i re prosess of unloading
one oc'\ir, frnntic rrlth friglrt, leapod from the sar acruss tho ditoh naying no hesd-be t.t's bridgo ut'ricir irad i:een Lain so painstakin6ty for hor, thisr howevor, oaueed
cinsideral.le exajtomont and mirth for all eoncsrned. :{ad it not been for the renss
of hu,rror anrJ. vd"t possessod by these earl.y pionoors theytrlould havs j,ouncl it orbremely
. l i f f icrr l t 'bo ehoulder responslbj . l i t ies nthrov,rrr  upon them v,hi lo tr ionecring.

this cotrple settled in n vrocrled sea'bion near tire $trotyenns i{iverr ao thoir first
task rlas tr: fell trees in orrler to build a sabin. i-'urin$ bhls oroeedure the faloil,y
Iiveid v'i"th a alnd n.olghbor by the u,ame of ttoLlef, Johnson.

'Ihe first wlntor brought heevy snows, but ovcqything had been propared, so tho
tlme passsd v.'i"th no ntiohapn.

'hen snrlng arrlvetd i,r. lrlfepn left for [layvllle to 6ot supplloc for tho sumrner,
l rur lnf l  hte absenee l , i rs.  / l l fson hsd t i re help of a young, boyr Olo-:ruo.

0n llaster sunday r;iire. ]11trotl &\r,"oko to .r"'ind about two fsat of water in lrer homor
Reeouroaful younl; Rue nlaced pLanko across chairg to erabls *irE" Alfeon to go about
her work of preparing moale ,  1)reaici 'ast,  conslsLing of f r ied osg,s.tqors sorvod to
ths chi.ldren in bcd,.

itir. rtue sueeeeded in owlrnartng all the stock &croso tlie rlvor to eafoty oxoept
onc ornsry plg t,rrat inelsted on staylng atop a woodptle uatll. tns "mter reoeded.

irlhen !1r" Alfson reoohad ttrro $oora itlver on nLg rsturn trlp he found tt had
fLooded lts banLm, TJndaunted, he unhooked the horses and auain them &oro8s wlrite
he used rnkeehlft oars and hls wagon box ard ealled baok aatl fcrbh unttl alL hla
oupnLles ntre taken oare o1'. i{o wao proud, and rightLy eo, to hnvs brsught hfs
f lour ecross in 6ood condit lon"

i{ts deep eonc€rn for his fanntly $ras somouhat ullayed. wlren ne found thenr safs
at ths fdegaardts,  their  nolghborl

'Jhetr first harveut consisted of, a bounteouc suppl.y of vegetabloo, potatoon,
and some grain.

In order to avoid annthor suoh experienee tho Alfaon famlly movcd four nilea
f,rom tho rlver.

Thrso moro shl.ldron wsrs born to t*rls famlly, only one of nirlch gurvlT€an and
he, Alberb, livos with his rrife ln Blnfor*rl.


