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Sl Ole aidmen. 573"?"‘“ 6

" /The pavents of Uy, Ole {lfson were ¥r, ALY Thorson and Ingeborg Jerome,
. The pionsers name is Mr. Ole Alfsor. My, Ole Alfeon wes born in fele~ -
- Juerken, Horwey, nesr the town 3kjien. He wae bowrn May 5, 18850, - |
oA UHe came to the Unlted Statés to become s oltizen, He oade to Dekets
¥ - County, vlinesota ond farmed for a few yesrs, o -learned of the land in
| Yorth Dakots which could be taken up 58 homeetesd and deoided %o come %o
_ 9 Woxth Dekots 20 that he mignt become a lendowner. e loaded hiis four
. horses, & pettle snd burmilture and got all ready to ship 1% on the trefn,
.. - Mg was ghe firef imsmigrent ourlosd te ome on t¥ain se faf ns ¥ayville, |
° . T™he Eailcrond went only as far as two wiles from Weyville, Wrs, Ole Alfe
. 8on was the firei woman t0 oome on the train with her three children to
Horth Dakote, He look him loed on two wagons snd atarted on hias journey |
| - of about 50 wilsa. It took two deye to resoh the lsnd on which he tbok
| . Big presupiisn near Sheyeuns River. He filad hls preemption Usroh 1881 -
Lk ARG Droved. L6 Mey 22, 10BS at Velley Oteyy o e Sl L T F
\

“from the loge. The outside wus plastered with mud., The roof wip made

Cof brush gnd asy fillled in with :iirts  There were two hall windows and .

] Mj aoor 1ln the house, : L : s g A A
. THis near ueighbors were Ralph Johnson; Ole Groff, and flef Okeson, ..
i Jis preemptlon was in townehip 148, runge 58, SR S e T
- AT Apwil 1888 a Tlebdd eeme 8o they had 1o move out of their howa, The
| . water wss as high es 3 feet in the Nouse. They put the flour on top eof
- the tsble, they Hung the maeks of potstoes in the oeiling and put the _

» | 8ewing msghlne on ehairs. There wee £ neighbor that woved \on top of the
C 0 Bouge and lived for a few deyas till he g0t help to wove. - The catile gwan
| . oacross &hd the omlves were taken ia the aﬁ{m boxes msde from loge which
-1 wwere used op boags. They had to move Yo the neighbors thet were safe -
L_ . from the flood end live for ¥ weeke, There were ap many as 3 families *
B

itving in one small log house, 15 people in all, On June 3, 1882 he took .
Up his howsetead snd July 5 ng woved on the homestead about 5 wiles fyom =
- his preesption in Pllot ¥ound., ile was the firas ope ‘to teke land se far
i+ from-the rivers,  #e ngd no neilyhbers until the next sumzer. He moved «
i gpghe 106 hutss MR BGLL $6 1he heuwstend, R L e
. Ine nearest town they firss hed to get tueir provisions fros wee Mpyville
| 'whieb was gbout 50 wlles. It would take them sbout 3 deys in the winter
S %o make the trip, They would stay at the fermhouses nlomg the way at.
o nlghts  In the suswer time they would gamp ny their wagons, s

ifhe sarly farm mmchinery he used was the Dearing binder, which naed wire
" instesd of twine, Volorplck mower, Monitor brosdcasting seeder, walking -
: Dlow, snd bresking plow, - They used norses on thie maohinery, @ The esrly
C‘s _Crope rolised were wiheat und vste. The fuel ussd in those ‘deys was wood 0
o’ lmbich they got from the irees by the river. Thev weuld have to ehgp the
| o M0043 they used for fuel. The storms in those deye were bad and would
o last several days. Many times when people were out in/those storme and
. -pould get lost they would unharness tho horses snd tie thea t5 the rig.
~ The i?ﬁ#ﬁh would cover up in the clothes snd stay until {hey could find
- T¥r. Ole adfson eame to ¥, Dsk. the lsst of October 1881, e wee merried .
-+ So Xerl Dssundson, February 6, 1673, Dakots County, winnesots Farsington.,
. The descendants of ¥r. Alfson are ¥re. Lewis Zerg, Jooperstomm, N, Dak,y
S . ¥r, Albert Alfeon, Biaford, ¥, Dak., ¥r., Henry alfecn, Binford; M. Dek,,
. Mr. Alfred Alfeon,/ ®hite Tail, ¥ont., Mre, Oeorge Olsted, Rinford; N. Dak,
- Ble Alfson lives at Binford, é b Sl S e
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PIONEER BIOGRAPWY ,
NOle Alfeon

The parents of Yr. Ole Alfson were ¥r. AlfY Thorson and Ingeborg
Jerome. The pioneers name is ¥r. 0Ole Alfson. Yr. Ole Alfson was born
in Telamarken, Norway, near the town Skjien. He was born May 5, 1850.

He came to the Unlted States to become a citizen. FHe came t0
Dakota County, Minnesota and farmed for a few years. He learned of
the 1land in Yorth Da¥ota which could be taken up 2s homestead and de-
cided to come to Yorth Da%ota so that he might become a landowner. He
loaded his four horses, 8 cattle and furniture and got all ready to ship
it on the train. His was the first immigrant csrload to come on train
as far as Mayville. The railroad went only as far as two miles from
Mayville. Mrs. Ole Alfson was the first woman to come on the train with
her three children to North Dakota. He took his load on two wagons and
started on his journev of about fifty miles. It took two davs to reach
the land on which he took his preemption near Sheyenne River. He filed
his preemption March 1881 and proved it May 22, 1882 at Valley City.

Fe got two men to help him cut wood for the house and barn. It

s built from the logs. The outside was plastered with mud. The rod
was made of brush and hay filled in with dirt. There were two half
windows and a door in the house.

His near neighbore were Ralph Johnson, Ole Groff, and Elef Oleson.
His preemption was in townshin 148, range 59.

In April 1882 a flood came so thev had to move out of their bome.
The water was as high ag 3 feet in the house. They rut the flour on
top of the table, they hung the sacks of potatees in the celling and
put the sewing machine on chair . There was a neizhbor that moved on
top of the house and lived for a few days till he got help to move.

The cattle swam across and the calves were taken in the wagon boxes made
from logs which were used =s boats. They had to move to the neighbors
that were safe from the flood and live for three weeks. There were as
many as three families living in one small log house, 15 people in all.
On June 3, 1883 he too» up his homestead and July 5 he moved on the
homestead about 4 or © riles from his preemption in Pilot Mound. FHe
was the first one to take land so far from the rivers. He had no
nelghbors until the next summer. He moved the log house he had built

to the homestead. ' :

The nearest town they first had to zet their provisions from was
Mayville which was about 50 miles. It would take them. about 2% dave in
the winter to make the trip. They wonld stay at the farmhouses along
the way at night. Tn the summer time they would camp by their wagons.

‘The early farm machinerv he used was the Deering binder, which nsed
wire inestead of twine, M~Cormick mower, Monitor broadcasting seeder,
walking plow, and breaking plow. mrey used horses on thisg machinery.
The early crops raised were wheat #n3 ocats. The fuel used #in those days
wag wood which they got from the trees by the river. They would have to
chop the wood they used for fuel. The storms in those days were bad
and would lest seversl days. Many times when people were out in those
storms and would get lost thev would unharness the horses and tie them
to the rig The peoml2 Wou?d cover up in the clothes and stay until
they conl d find their way. Mr. Ole Alfson came to N. Dak. the last of
Oct.1881. He was married to Rari Osmundson, Feb.8, 1873, Dakota County,
Minnesota Farmington. The descendants of Mr. Alfson are Yrs. Lewis

Berg, Cooperstown, Mr. Albert Alfeon, Binford, Mr. Henry Alfson, Binford,
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Ole Alfson (continued)

Mr. Alfred Alfson, Thite Tail, Mont., “'re. Ceorze Olstad, Binford,
North Dakota. Ole Alfson lives at Binford, North Dakota.

--Signa Boyer
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