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PIO}IEIR BIC$F.AP':Y
1 1 e  A l f s o n

The  p r ren ts  o f  " r .  r l e  A1 f  son  were  1 { r .  A1 f  Tho rson  an , ' l -  l n rebo r r
J e r o : n e .  T h e  p i o n e e r s  n a " r e  i s  o . { r .  n 1 e  A l f s c n .  ' , f t .  0 1 e . A , l f s o n  w a s  b o r n
in  Te lan i r r ren ,  I l c r iTa r r ,  nea r  t he  to "vn  X l r i l en .  i { e  was  bc rn  l , qa - r r  5 ,  1u5O.

" e  c a a e  t o  t h e  l T n i t e d  S t a t e - e  t o  r e c o n e  a  c l t i z e n .  ! ' e  c e ' r e  t o
Dai 'o ta Co' . rn t . ' r ,  l f innes. te  enc ' ,  far r r ted f  or  a  f  er" l  yeFrs.  , !Je learned of
the  l anC in  5 r : r t h  Da to ta  wh i - ch  co ' l ] -C  be  re l l en  r - rp  r s  ho ' . l es tenc l  an ' i  de -
c i l ed  t c  co lne  t c  l i o r th  l , l a ' l c t { i  sc  thn t  he  "n igh t  beco re  a  l en io - i rne r .  1 -1e
l o e C e d  b i s  f c u r  h o r s s g ,  I  c n t t l e  a n d  f r , r r n i t ' r r e  e n d  g o t  a l l  r e a d l r  t o  s h i p
i t  on  the  t re in .  I { i s  l l l as  the  f i r s t  i r n "n iE ra "n t  c i  r l . oad  to  cc re  on  t ra in
8 s  r a r  a s  l , { a ; f v i 1 1 e .  T h e  r e i l r o p d  r e n t  o n " l - y  F B  f e r . ? s  t v * r o  r " a i l e s  f r o : n
l / rayv i l l e .  i { r s .  C le  A l f son  wes  the  f i r c t  l , ' r o ,nan  to  cone  on  the  t ra in  v r i t h
i : e r  i h ree  ch i l d ren  to  l i o r th  Da .kc ta .  He  toch  h rs  l oad  on  t l yc * , ' rF , ' - nno  and
s t a r t e d  o n  h i s  j c r : r n e r r  o f  a b : ' : - t  f i f t - r ' n i 1 e s .  I t  t o r k  t w o  C a v s  b  r e a c h
the  l and  cn  wh ich  he  too :<  h i s  n ree "n r : t i on  nea r  $heysnns  F . i ve r .  I r e  f i l ed
h i s  p ree 'nn t i on  i , i a r ch  1881  a r .d  r rove : i  i t  l l a - v  22 ,  18SZ f , t  

' 1 ,7 r1 - t  
e . . r  C i t y .

re  go t  two  nen  to  ne l ,n  h i ' r n  c : t t  wocd  f r r  t l i e  h 'o r r se  en i ' J  ba . rn .  I t
w a s  b u i l t  f r o : n  t h e  1 o . ' . : s .  T h e  c r t t s i 4 e  w a s ' p l a s t e r e d  r r i t h  r n u d .  T n e  r o o f
! va .s  "nade  o f  D rush  and  hay  f i l 1ed  i n  w i th  d i r t .  T l : e re  n /e re  t ; o  ha . l f
; r in f l .3 ' ,1 is  anC a dcor  in  the L ior_1F€.

1 1 1 s  n e a r  n e i r h b t r R  i r e r e  F . a l a h  J c i n s c n ,  0 1 e  S r o f f  ,  a n C  E l e f  0 1 e s o n .
I I i  s  nr l :  ' - r t ' ! .  t r l  r ro c  i  n  to ' , ln  o] . i  r '  14? ,  T(e-n:  e Zq .

f n  Ap r i l : l - y ^82  a  f l ood  caq re  se  tbe r r  haC t r  "nc r re  o " .1 t  o f  t he r r  hc r r l e .
? h e  w a t e r  i v F i s  € , s  i r i . q h  a s  3  f e e t  l n  t h e  b , r u s e .  T h e v , - . r t  i l - , .  f . l _ o r t r  o n
iop  o f  t j : e  t ab l -e ,  t i e l r  h . : ng  t i : e  ,<ac ' . : s  o f  i r o te f , c r s  i ' r  t ne  ce i l t ng  and
lut  th  e se ' r inr  'n i :e l ' i  19 cn c ta i . rs .  The re , .v ;  s  r i  ne ighbor  t .h l t  "ncved.  on
tcp  o f  t he  h :use  i l nC  l i r . r s r i  f : r  6  f s i : . r , j avq  i i - l - l -  he  r , : c t  hd l . . ' t  1o  13 r r€ .
T1 ]e  ca t t l e  s " r i , .  r  ac ros*q  : , nC  t l e  c ; t 1 \ r r : s  i i ' e re  t ; - t : g ,1  i r  t he  , v i l  , r n  boxeg  "1 : , ' l e
f r c r r  1o ,s . r , vh i c t r  we re  ' . r sed  , ,  q  ' coa t i .  

T i -e r r  h l ^  t r  ' : r o r re  to  the  ne iE i - . bc rs
t r a t ' , r / e r e  s l ' f e  f r o r r  t h e  f l o c d  * - i . i ' l - i . r e  f c l  t l r e e  r i ' e e l . s .  ? h e r *  r , r e r e  i , r s
' r 1a i1 r  as  th ree  fa :a i1 i -es  l i . v i ng  i . n  ane  s t ' l a ' 1 , ' .  1og  h l - t - : e ,  15 : .eo t1e  i n  a l l - .
6n  J r : . r " , e  3 ,  1883  he  to l ' ' . t r , - ,  h i . s  l : , o rues tead  and  J r : l y  5  he , ru , ' e {  on  i l t e
ho 'nest  ear , r  aborr t  4  cr  - ,  nn i lee f  rcr  h |  s  1 . r ree:npt i  on rn Pi le t  r , lor :nC .  " re
l I B s  t h e  f i r s ' i ,  t n e  t t  t a ' k e  l a n d  s o  f a r  f r c n  t h e  r i v e r s .  I { e  h e d  n a
na i  rh  ' r nn^  ' t -  + ' i  1  t he  ne r t  s ' l r  1e r .  l l e  no r reC  the  1os  ho r rge  he  had  b r : r . i 1 , tf r v r F : ; r j i J \ / r D  t - t ( J

t o  t i : e  h o r t e s t e a d .
ohe  ne .  res t  t ? , , t n  t . : ' e r r  f i r s t  had ,  t o  - . ' e t  t he iT  r ; rov - - i - s i : ns  f r : ' ' ' .  was

l i e l r v i l l e  wh i - ch  i l r as  ebc , - l t  5 t l : n i1es .  l t  u ro r r l . d  t a t - .  t he ' ' r  pb . i i : - t  3  d -a . . / s  i n
1 X 6  r r i n t e r  t o  ' r a r . e  t i : e  i r i l .  T h e 1 , ' u ' c : t l . d .  - q t p - , ' a t  t h e  f ' r ' t h o ' - r s e , q  e r c n g
tbe  way  e t  n iq :h t .  rn  t l : e  ?1 .1 "nne r  t i " ne  t i e "  wo ' r - " l d  ce , . l - t  b r r  t he i r  r ragons .

The  ee r l ' . r  f  a rn  ' neeh ine rJ '  he  used  , rp  q  the  l ee r in -  b inde r ,  wh ich  ueee l
w i re  i ns tead  o f  t r r y ine r  n , : - i " o rn i l l :  ' , ' , r cwe : : r  l r on i t c r  b roe4cpe t i -nq  seed-e r ,
l ra- Ik in ; :  p lc i r i ,  and breaking n- l -or l r .  Thel r  r . rsed horse,s  on th is  "nacn1ner l t ,
The esr ly  c : l io?, rs  re j -se j -  r ;ere r ' ' lhe i ' t  ' , * - i  oats .  T: re fu-e l  r . rsed , tn  those dey s
H : s  w o o d  w t - i c h  t h e l ' r s 1  f r e ' : t  t h e  t r e e s  b r r  t h e  r i r r e r .  T h e y  w o r : . 1 C  h n v e  t o
oncn  t l ' e  wood"  the r r  r . r . sed  fo r  f r : 91 .  T i : e  s to r .nq  i n  t hose  Car , r3  r , . r e r r l  bad
: ' : ]d  r ryot : . ld  lest  gerrera l  c 'e ' , ' -e .  J , {an: ' t i r les zhen r :eo i - ' le  $ Iere c ! . r t  in  thcse
S tOfnS  a rC  916 r r1  d  c rc t  ' l  ne t  t i : e1 '  r yg ' r ' l - d  i t n l t a f  nes t  t he  hOrSeS i - , ' t . J  t i  e  t he t
t ; r  the r i , l .  i i ;  ; ; ;p i i  

- *c ' ' r r r  
c . : r ier  ,1 ' r  in  the c lc thes anc s ta l r  r :n t j . I -

t i : e v  c o u l c  f i n c ' t h e i r ; J a \ r .  L I r .  O 1 e  A l f s o n  i a ' r . r e  t l ' r .  D e t r .  t h e  l a s i  o f
Oc t . l t 81 .  r l e  : , " i as  ' r r l r r i ed  to  " l a r i  os r r1n r , i . so l1 ,  FeD.  - i ,  I 877 ,  l a ' r t t a  Coun t . , r r= ' i nnesc t i  Fe r "n in r to : r .  The  - l eFcen lan ts  o f  1 , ;1 r .  A_ t -+ l s in  p re  l l : : s .  Le r . i i s
3 e r ; ,  J o o n e - : s t : ' v i  ,  

- ' T .  
A l c e r t  1 1 l - f  s c n ,  S i n f ' o r i  ,  l 1 r .  f l s l a r r  4 1 f  s o n ,  B i  n f  o r  4  ,
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