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J .  : .  A r i s t r o n s :

J o h n  B .  A r m s t r o n q  r n e  b ? r r  J € - n r 1 E r : : ' 2 9 ,  I S 6 1  i n  O n t a r : . o ,  C a ' r a d a r
Fe r th  0o t rn t y ,  ' ] ea - r  S i re t f  c rd  l i t i ' .  . { e  uas  21  : i ea r *  c lC  i : n i i  be " l  i e r re
t n : 1  t h e ' l e s t  o - ' : i e r e c  o i r n o r t ' . r n i t i e s  r i r e a t e r  t h e r  t h e  4 a s t .  * t  t h e
t l - re  i re  s t : r te : ' l  i i :est  t j te  l?r r . i : i  e  States 1,Tere bei -ng Dcnned.  i :nd.  ' . rere
oi . '  :er : '1-a;  :nr1 ' : "ce:nents t l  set t lers  i ' f  , : /4 : '  r f  c i ,ear ' l  l i : tes en: ' l  1 : r : i . l  : ; : r t ' - r ts
1 r :  h o ' r e s e , ? ' : e r c .

- - ' e re  i g  r ; h i , , t  l c  : a id  f i a : ' l t  i i i s  ex r fe r l ence  f ro ' r  ho ! :1e :
] r - ;e* '  

r  l -s j ' t  per t r :  lOunt . . ,  l : . , ter i , : ,  t j . :e  s :1a. . r i  i :e in ; .  So.1e B; .  ar4 4
i '9" t  dee1.  r ' t I  ' ' . .O q i rn  c f  Co' ;1111i  s : ' r ' i  n ; ; - .  ? l - : ror rqh o i lch i r :en,  f  r , : l " ia .na,
T l l l - - : : t - s ,  ' , 1h .gc l " r s : . n ,  , ' 1  rC  l l i r r : r . eg? -=  i , 1  i i , a ,g  e , i r t : n l r c ' r s  r - -1 r ; . J -g lusn  an i : l
I ' i iL ier .  Icr  ne-n l /  : l t - l  j - is  i l :  - r r1 i .  ce s  t i : r ,  la i l : :oa- i  r ; : :  s  g9r , ' ;1 'g l -  gnd the t r ;  j -n
t r ; i r l e l e : j  Ve I ' 1 r '  s l - c  , .  The  rOSt  i ' l t e : . ' e  s t i . n [  r ; l r t  C1 '  t ne  t r i i ;  r J , .OS ' , ? .  e  T€
1 ,?e  r , : l e  a10n l  t . : e  

- ' i s s igs i : - rp1  
,  ; i t l t  t r : e  t i t r e r  on  ane  s i . 1e  a : r . :  i i : e  . . r ea t

sa: rc j  s tone c l i f  : 's  on t i :e  c t i :er ,  tor . 'g f  in : .  I r i i .  - ier  t j : i .n  , i re  cou" l i i  -eee f  ro i , , r
t i -e  ccr  rv in , iO, , ls ,  en i  ' ' i r , )1 '€  t i : : . t i  anyt r " i i  r r , ;  e . ' - :e  t le  ;€e L in; : .  t l : i : t  ,goDrr  T
l , t r r u l , i  D e  i n  t i . r e  g r e a t ' . ' i e s t  c o r l n f , 3 1 , ' ,  t i : e  E r e a t r r A ' n e r i e a n  D e s e r t r r w i . t i l
e  sot ' t  v ' ia" r rn wi .nd 01ov ' r in f i  f ro :n tne t rest ,  t i :e  nra i r j "e  p j rnss,  , jTr r  an, l
i i f  Ow l l ,  u l o t t i  nc '  i - n  t ,  e  I ' r i  nd  , r n i  t i : e  l rA  i r  j  e  Ch i  a , ' e l  B  i l oa i , j i  r t i '  (  i ; r r 1 f ,  T  r ' l i  r :
nOt l . t : tOt . r  ' , r : l : i , t  l , i : :  cn-r . :1- , r l  r - . :3_J. ' r  ;  , ' , r  , -h l  e  : r . , , :  - r ' ,L  t :  I  . - \  ^ :  Of  f : : l -LCTi  3. . i r r r r i  grp
I  a-rr ivcr l  i -n i :a:r : ' i r f  o. i l ' i  ,  l - .  ! ; , ; - r , r .  T j , rmr-rel ; - - f  ro ' , r" t t ie {"oi"  

-^t* . r -"  
i r l t l '

t t : e  g ra  sc ,  t i : e  J i : . : : .F ,  e  c l f .  dc r r  s l - i c i  cpe t l  l r : ' l  n  i i c i ce  e i r_ ' l - l _e ' i ,  r ' " ' r e  re
to: r ,  '= ' r i - r i i  -1 : /gr - l . r i  t r l ln ' .1 .  r '  ' l i th  th ig  Cone t i - .e  t l 'a in  pr r l led on leav l -n; :  ' le
n ' i  t t inc. .  ^"1 1-r 'e  t I . . . r t r  n lOne end-  'nOnlrCl - :  l f  a l l  T  Sr : . fv ; : rg4 ; : {Jr  f  i : : . } : t - -
t h e r e  v / F s  t - 1 o n e  t o  d t s p r r t e .  ? l : e r e  r " v a s : D  e t l r e r : ' 1 a n ,  n l  h c ' D s e  c r  i } r r l d i r i '
i r .  s i ' h t .

f n  l i a . - r  1 fu?  T  f i l _ : "  on  i '  c l a i ' n  ( r - , l esen t  : : , 1 ' 4e )  i n  t sa r t - l e1 r  f ognsh i1 t .
T bot . r : : l , ' t  tne h l ' , restea^ l  -F ' r i : r  e  "1an ho i - :a id  f  i  1e i ]  i )n  i t  .so,1€ seven r r€ i : : , f  s'  ^ r o r e l  g l y ] ! i , - h i . ' n  r l r  

! i  *  r i g i r t  1 n e  c a r t  * r " d  e i n g l e  h l r n e s i { , ,  a n 4  a
n c t e  - o i  r l l - ; . c 1 .  T i r e  1 0 c , , t ' : o l  o i '  i h e  - r - . : , n , ^ l  i s  r 1 - o f  l l : - ,  g e c i i o n  1 0 ,

Tot' inghir- ' '  14 ,!  ,  F.gn,-:e ' ' j ' r- , ' .  1'1, '  f  irst t :cr,r.eg *" * a f ra,,te. , ,r i :en_ f 'novecl tr'1Jr c1ei."t T f Cr:n,J tL;e si.?nt ' .  i :ai b-t-Orl1 F-i11a.lr s,f : .-;1' l l61g:1 ' ;T,, ScrapS i:_r.C
t ' : i t i - '  sD re r ther  l ! - r r : i t ' r :e  r  1 ; r : i l - t  a  - l .ean t ,  ' , r . '  c i ln  us inq t i :a t  t i i l -  the
f  , r l1or . ' r i  n l  sr - l : ! ' , rer  i rnen r  b l r i l . t  a l l , r ther .  r  l :ac l .  : :  r rse i  a- i l  ^ : r  r r3  t l
Cooners to r i n ,  1 i :  "n i1es ,  c r  Daze \ r ,  13  ' r i 1eg .  Ec ' r t e  o "  ' i t r r  ea r l  * . '  l r e i ; r l r l r c rq
1 ' , , e r e  O l - e .  L .  F c 3 r i e : r _ r d ,  A n . l r e r :  i o r * - r ,  . I o s 3 r , f  H o g 3 n r t h ,  J c 4 n  F r a r e i s .
E ind  lOna1J  C i r xz l )911  .  i ' oy  naC j : j : r e r ' , '  J '  j : e : r  a  ' , t a ,1 l i i n ;  i , f o , , _ : fq -=  fe  i * . '
b l ea r l i n : ,  enC s t ' r n i l e ,  sn r i n i  t oo t i  h i i : r r c r r  &n l  c rc r , c i cas t -g6e r1e r .  : i . hen t
T lae t r ie  r - r r inc i .p* i  L  crc l r  nn i i  L l ie . l .d i : ,1  f ro ' r  ' ) l )  t t  40 bus: :e l  s  per  a-cre of
l i o .  t  ha : : : i  i n ;h , .e t .  i  g re : r  : n1 r  f i r s t  co rn  i n  18 t1  .  Fo r  f ' r e1  J  r - l sec i  wood
an :1  {C t  i - t ' : ' : :C ' t  Sne -venne  Yr - -11e_ t r .  T t  rac  j - y r i ' , : ; n  l l : ' t eg r ' " : r  i . n  r i n te r  t i ne
ler  t r in : , t  :e icre ,5 .ay11r i ,1 : t  an. i  get t ing i , r : re  af  t : r  i j_ar ' : .
_  In  t i :e  ] rear  of  1SS' j -?0 f  wcr '<e ' l  i :a : ' :4  an *eect lon 2,  ?or inshj . r ,  I44,
Fante 6C. That ' i . ' inter I ,Uot ,,-;oOC frot: l  3he:ren::e Rir ler s:r,-- '1 ha.r fb.r qt,rclc
f ro ,n Sr l t : t .g : tpn Count i -  anr i  i " ;c t  . rv  b :e i - : i  f ro .n Cco" i :er . , torn--not  a  r :oo<1
co 'nb in i . j , t i on .  0ne  s to r l n "  spe l i  I  a :D t  r : r t  l f  1 ' r r . rb .  I r e . v inq  so ' t e  i - ! - c l l r ,
s o . i r t ,  a r - - c  i r i l t  t i - - o r r ; i  T  c c l : 1 . 1  n i r ' : e  S l ' , *  c t  s c i r i t s .  r : t  : . l r i n i  i  ; : ; i  a t  o n l
l ine b: r t  : , ' ; i :en f  s ta i teO tc  ro l - l -  i t  'n_: . '  t rour les 'ue, ;a11.  I t  r ror_r1C nct
s ta- ' r  ro11e : i  c ' j t  t i l  L  I  got  t ie , " r r  cut  o . : : . t .  ' , , ihen t i : i  wei : i : t  r rye s ;  ia l ien at ' ! '
i t  tvouid s-or i .n : -  tc : -c t . :er  bu i  i ' in ; .1 i1 , ' r ' ' '  nr : t t ln+ I ' r iJ r  l . :nee on one s iLe
a n d .  h o l C i n r  i t  e n d . p r e s s : . n 1  r o l l e r  c n  f r : r  s i i e  I  h e l d .  i t  t i l 1  t 5 e  b i s *
c i t i t e  were  c r : . t  o i : t .  The : f  l na r j . e  ve r j / ; co i l  ea t i ns  an , j  l es tec l  . , . e1 -1 .
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J .  B .  A g r i i s t r o n : -  ( c o n t i n u e d )

l r l , '  nex i  
" ;as 

rn 1t l9- ! - -?2.  l jhen 1,1 ' , r i t r - i  on c1; - :  j . , :  i . -  a+91' , : ic . i  i ic r  t l t ree
weeks  rnd  I  neve r  *qav i  o r  t i : r keC to  i i n : "  1 ;e l son  an i i  i he  l as t  t h ree  n i , r , : i : t g
I  had  n  i l e r cse rc  f r : r  l i gh ts .  f  t r i e . l  t o  read  f r cn  i i , e  l . i i : L t  o t '  t i : e
stcve Coo: :  i : r - r t  i .  t  ; i t  s  t  . , i  : : t  io t '  ' -  fa ,ce.  r  f  i : r i  s l -eC the l . i r - i : i  br . '
w i - : i - q t i i n i r ,  e r r_ j  tA r - l : i n : :  i r :  t i : e  dOI .

r  t :a-g marr i -e4 to  Ar l ie  Ci : : rp , :e11 1ro, , 'eo lber  I { ,  Lg94,  at  t i :e  h: l 'ne
o f  l 1 r .  ! .  e i  ng ' !  e  i r ,  : , ; i 1C  ' r i 11  Toyp  sh i -p .

The  Cesce l i an ' f s  o , i  p ioneer  a rs ;  l l e : : r r i n  J .  \ i " r s t ron r : . r  i J : - * J .  J l r1 l '
? 1 ,  1 ? 1 g i  E r l n a  r l l l l r r e  l n d  " a l : . r  T - - t - l e n ,  H r e ; :  S c h o O l  t e a C h e r e  A . t , S o c l e r -
s f  o - i n ,  ] i .  na i . : ;  T l : e l - ' : l l  3e11e ,  .TF r , l e  g to ' r *  Co1 !e re ;  1 )one l - , , i . e  J io , :e  r t e ,  a t
h t ' n  e  ueT 'na " ' o - i f  

,  11  .  ! a ' : .  i  
' r o r r i s  f  l ' t r - : oe11 -  A r ' l  s ' ; r onc . ' ,  1 i  e , r .  l : ove .n i )e r  2 ' l  ,

l -1 : lec.
l l : e  n : c s e r t  i - : r e  : i '

l o r : t i  o n ' J  ^  i : n r r r r c l - i  r ,  l , l i l l .L  
t  _ v r j t i ) : _ L i -  I - - : - i ,

- -E l v in  Lo ' ce r t

t : r L f n e e T  1 $
?-r: r'r a 1ll

cn th .e 11 ' : l  i io : reg ieac l  l , l , : .  o f  lT i ,' { a : i n i ' ' o r ' : = ,  
? r i r - l s ' l o , r n i r ' r ' . - l i - -
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Jr?l i l i  
'a.  

, ls i ; lnNr;n; &;. : .*  b ' . ' ;yn i ; :n*ary ; : t r  l r i .3t  1n i l r , t l r1*,  f i*rundrio
r ' ' * :*&i"r  l* i ; t r ty * ; i {1$r i t , r rr t {r ;y, i  i : ; : ty.  i i f i  l i , " t$ f l  y{rstr f ; r  * l i l  arr i r i  *el t*v**
l , : i , , r  { .  *h* i ,&#t *f{"or l l ; ' j  * : } i " i ,* : l r&ulr i l , l t ' *r  g4r**. t*r  th*r:  tsqi  ' i , i *r*1. ,1? $htr
t , i , ;**  i r r :  r* i*r i ;* '1 F*#st t ; i r*r  i ] t r ra ' l r ie l ' r i i l f l r . t i is $i l r*  *etnug'br:*xer l  nr i ' j  sul*
' t l t ' * f fLt , ,1 Xlt$ur;ggg111g ts iJgt,  f ; i i : , r rT 1i l  €, '11v *f  *?iee:p g'pr$rrg **f td Lr,*t j  t i ; r r*r t ts
f . ' r . r  1: l* ia*x*elk#1" r1.
i iS i r , ' * }  l r  X t rnh  i t i , :  * ; :L 'J  r , i : rO i ; *  i ; i i r  t *X t t * f t r " , ; : I i * r ' i t  l . r t ' n  l : t .n* i
l l t r* i ;  i -  Ief ' i l  f r t - . f  t -h 

' ; , r1rr l ty,  
?; i t* tr l i )1 f , i r ' *  * : t ' *- iv i ;etng.;  f$*t i*  3]  i . r i i r i  r l  f , .  r t

, ,1+r: : l )  ' ; l  t l ' ;  : "r ' i  f r l  : ; r  +1" '  : ;  qyr i l r ' . . : '  { , }pf  tRrj ; , .  i ' , i l f r }Uif i :  , : l * i r ! ; ; ,1 ' rr : ro '  St i r i iEi l f i :  , ,  IJ.} t*
:i*i*' ,;t frti iri l i: l-n r r.it;i ' 'r 

i, ';;1r:i:, 1ilr l t i ' i l i: * i*nt i i ' i*nu* *iui{ nJ"uEril fi;i i: ".Tft fl*r*
r ' ' * i  , l ;6r ' i l /  r : l l l r*n 1si  i : } , ,3r;** ' r l i ; l  r l  t l t ; . t l ' *  i { : r  f r  , -} tV€f r l {}  i , : : : i i : " f  i i i .*  ' t . f  

l [n tr f iy*
i . , ] ; , : r  Vr; :" fJ,  r I*s" Tl l*  , r ;* i i t  l$tu; ' r . t  #i l : i * . ;  ' r :1 f ,  s{ t l : ; . i  t r '1.  ,  , ' :gtg .- i , : :gf* r  *
r t f i ' ;  i r l  ) i r , : :  in *  i "J l rg ln+1; * , : i ,  l t i t ' r  t l l . r  ; ' l * r i r  + 'n  ' ] r : *  s : l , , i i :  i , : i j . { i  Shr*  ; { r * ro t
$* { i l i  f r t r } i l *  * .1 , i , f . ' f i : ' } r :  i " l l r : : ' J I i i i v f r  t i ] s ' { l i t t - " '  i i l ;1 , ' r * r  t t in r :  wg # ' } t } i r i  $ {s*
j ' f  r r , r  i i t*  { j r ,"r  ' i i i i ; i i ; r i " I i i  r  * l i l }  , i : f l f  # Lhi i in r ' f  rYl i i i r r .  t lge t i rc} ' f  c,}el" tn '  t  h*t
. : ' ] : ) i l  I  ' : '1 ' , ,x i  I  ;*  i l i  ' ,Jt{r  : ; i f ryrt t  rr /* .$t  *n*r i t" f ;g o t , i l , )  t ; f  Ostt  ' r  i . r r :* t l  iq: : ;n : ie. :* f  t { t
* l  , ' , r  i j i ,1" ' l ! , "  *r tr l , i i .y l  ht? r i , l f$,  .  t . . r f  t : : r11 3n : :TlJ[ ,  . r .  belut l f ,ui  i lunfr . f  *ay
: ' ; . [ l i  : t  ; ' ) r1, i ' ' ,  i { ; l i1 ' . '1 v ' tn '}  hl  . ; } , : ;3. t i r , '  f ; "1l i i  l . j ' r  r ; :  1": f , j  gt  r  t , i , ' l  pf$. l f  tS r . i : , t r i }Si :  i  iJt ly
' : r " i  i . , r i l , : i ' : r ,  [ , - l t l l i , r : i ; '  [ :1  l . i r t r  u l , ; : ' : ]  i i ' r ' t r " i '  L i r i i  ! ] In l . r l r  ch t * lq*ns  b+nm!rq ;  {  r . , t ; t
I '1 i '. i i ':I krri ',,i ' l l it i:, t; 1.4{ '^t$',t:iri ;,n.s j Otlii l fi,ir*f{} ,i i.rf$ ll 't Sl",:-li $l ,:i:sw f,ii ' i^?*
, . : i : r , : ; , t : i l  ,  i  , i t : . f r  i .V,)d t ; i  i , i , i f i : i l  i  : f i " ' '  ,  . t  "  

tJ, l ,  l i .  i  j r . r ; r l*eCl f . f* ,1l  hi , , ;  t r r l ,  ln i . :1,0:)$
i i t t , , r  i ; l l ' :  , ' . r l , , t$ r  t , l r ; l  ! : ; i ,d l l ' " : ; tEt ef ' . :g *.*n;,  r l I l t j  ) ; : ! t ln r j?"tr !  { , :  Vntf lS t i l . l l r l r l ,
' i ' r i i : * l - r :  l " i f t I r  , : i : l l ;  

' : i " : r . i f  t fu t l i . , ' r .  i ' i i ; ' ' :  1 ; i t tE  ; i l r i i i  f , l ' , ,1  t f i  l * ^  : i , J l  l i l ; J  $ f i
I , l r* .r /Lr;  : ' r l f l  .1. !  [  { , : i ;  ,  l r" l  [ , i ' i r ,  t rnl i -  1, '1ry1i1 * i i r )  r i i lRtrqh , :  f  I  ] .1 I  ; l r rr"vry* i j
; i j : j  gf  i r i*- t , l i , : : ,1 ' r ; '  ] i r i . r  r .  t i i -?u, i l  t i l  ' j l  g lrr i te ,  

' i ' j tSTf $i . j . f : r  t . r t  St i t r  T i r :n: i ,  , -1$
, ' , ' g : : *  . l f  l , t . l L i  ' 1 , .  t  r  j l ; , b t .

{ ;"r  
' ' " : l /  l i " i . : i l - i  t  " i  i I , :11 ,?i t r  , ,  , i i * ' , l , r i  { ' r rr : , r , t i r i t "  ' ' r ( }rx ir : ,  

}  f  n lprt i r ly ' i ' * i i l r rrs}t1: ; .
j i . . ' . : i , l ' l . } " i ; | , " . ' ' . . i f l t . : . r , : r ' ; t , * * i 1 : i ] r t : , l i ] . i ] ' i ' 1 . ' i w i r ' : : ; t l , . l 1 1 1 i . : i i . . ) f l u s . i { } i i , . j , i l : j . : | ? 4 : i i

hr, i  [ ' ' i t "8 1 - , , ; l l t t r  l l " '  ; i i , f i  ] l , r r  hle f  l ,$xtt  ] i i ;3 * i ' ,  f  f ;  l . : ' :  l i  # l l - ,41.*]  :1 i : , r l i { r  i i  i ,  i r t , . i . ' :  : .1
i l . i - " r  l r . :  io r  

'1 ) , . , ; , ; .  ' ; . : r . ' ,  i , , rc ' , f ,1 ,+ l I  . r i '  l l i i , ' , '  ,1 . : i , , : !  1*  . i l  C I f  1 i  r  i , r , r ; i } , * f r  l - r " r r
T,. .1 , , , :1^; l i i l  i  Io i i i  I  : i r i : i , , f  i lL i "  '  ' {  f  i - f  r : t ,  i , : , i ; r : i { ; '  ' . ' . ' i i  {  n ,  f f i * f f i$ ,  , , : ' i  i r : ; ; *  I  , l i iVql l l '
1 , , ' )  ; !y  f i j . :  ! ' : .  | ,  i r1r , l  i r r i  ) - .1 i , . "  ! . ! i i , : r i t ; ! r  i t r  , ' ;  r : ; i , ; : r :n  l ' r t l i ; i  , l : i .J  l . ;1 .  | ; l t , :  r , . ;  , :  l ; , i  i r , , ; I . : : i ' .$
) t ' . t i  r1  [ r - ,  r : . r r . . ]  { . i ' : '  . r t ,  , ' i , . . { -  l r i i f i l } * r  i rL ;1 iX l ,  1 t* iqn t : :  l r , .u l .  i : / i i t r ' t l  t i ; , I i ' i i ;  t ; : i r .  I  h i l l
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tsio3ra1,'hy of J. E, Armstrong
--Xlv in Lobers

John l j .  Ar instnong was l ;orn Janua-r ;J  29,1861 in  Per th County,  Ontar io ,
Canada  nea r  S t ra t fo r "d ,  C i t y .  i l e ' , yas  2 I  yee" ra  o ld . - rnen  he  be l i eved  tha t
the ' i f es t  o f fe red .  oppor tu ; r i t i es  g res . te r  t i r an  t l : e  l l as t .  A t  t he  t i r ne  he
- r ^ - ^ ! ^ i  r i ^ - !  t i r e  P ra l r . i e  S ta tes  we l re  be ing  l : oo :ned .  and  r ve re  o f fe r i ng  i n -i i U < j r l ' U C l ' l  , r U D U :

c1 ' . r ce , l en ts  to  se t t l e rs  i n  t . r e ' - ra , l  o f  cheap  ra tes  and  l anc ;q ran ts  fo r  ho tne
s e e ] < e r s .' - \ - |

.  Tlere is ' l lhat l :re said a', ;orrt ir is experiences frora h.ome; ' , ' ; I i len f left
i ' e r th  Cor - rn t y ,  Cn -ba r io ,  bhe  sno ' r ' l a ; ' , r  sone  5 ;  t o  4  fee t  d "ee1 : ' : l i t h  no  s lgn
n f  a n i - n i n T  s r n . r . i h d  r n L - ^ . ' . " L  , i c h - l r : A n _  T n r l i n n a "  T 1  l i n o i o  l . l i a n n n c i n  a n d .v I  u v r : a r r r j j  u y r  + r 1 6  .  * t l a  u u t l r :  , ' M r r r | j s r r ,  ! r r L r r q r r e ,  r 4 r r r r v l p  ,  , r  4 u v v r r o ! I I  ,

r l r  . ^ . .  ^  ^ ^ f ^  - !  +r , . r r r . r ru ; iL- /ua: .  ,  - r - r , ' l / ! ,S co: r t l : ruor- ts ,nt rd,  s1 ' r rsh,  and t ' la ter .  t r tor ;nanf  in i les the
ra l l roe id.  was covered in  p laces ancl  t i re  t ra in  t raveled ver l l  s1ow1; , ' .  t lee
. ; i o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r i p ' , ? a s ' a h e r e ' , r r e  r o d e  a l o n ;  t h e ; i i s s i s s i p p l ,
ry l th  the r iver  on one s ide and the 4reat  sandstone c l i f fs  on t ] te  other ,
to 'o ler in : . r ' , t i ;her  t i ran rye corr ld  see f ro in  the car ' : l l -nc1orys.  . i lore than any-
th lng e lse ' - ras the fee l ing that  soon f  , . 'y6r . r . f f l  t36 in  the great  " rest  country ,
f " ra  dEAo+  r ta ' -61 " i can  Deser t t r  o f  my  ea . r l y  schoo l  boy  d "ays .u l r v  b r  v c r

Apr i l  3 ,  1885 ' r ras a beaut i fu ]  su.nny dal r  rv l th  a sof t  war j i l : : r ind b lowing
frc l :n ' lhe " rest .  

' fho 
l r ra l r i -e  i rass,  c l ry  and bro ' " rn ,  ' ' ras l l lo ' , l in6 in  t l re ' . r lnd

onA f 'ha nro imj-6 ch ickens ' rere boo-u: in ;1,  
'but  

I  d ld  not  lcnou wl :a t  thc soundI ' r  
q : r

' yas.  ' j " 'here 
" ras l : Io  s i - ;1n of  sno.r  any ' " 'here.

' . 'hen I arr. ived in JTarrnaforcl, --ort ir Daltota, f  jru;rpec1 fro.ir the train
ste. ; r  iL l : to  t r :e  grass.  The i , ;a .q.qare car  door  s l id  o1- len and a vo lce caLled. ,
l t  - -" j lere,  boyr  i l ra 'b  yo l r r  t run l i . "  

' . I i th .  t lL is  done t t te  t ra in  pul led o l r  leav lng
rnc n i t t in 'v  on the i ,nrn l r  a lone,  a i rc l  r r rnonarch.  o f  a l l  I  s r - r rveyecl ,  i ly  r i ih te r v v r r r L )

th .ere " ra.s  r .one to  d ispute. f r  lhere was no other  n1an,  no house or  bu l ld lng
ln s ight  "

In  i ' iay ,  18811 ,  f  f i - lcc l  on a c la i -n  (present  h.orne)  i i r  i iar t le ; '  To 'ynshl } : .
T l rn r ' r l r l -  i - ha  hOrneS tead , .  f fO : i t  A  r [An , : t hO  fuad  f i l ed  On  _ i t  Seven : Iee fs  be fO fe ,J -  v v

; i v i n6 ;  h i i n  f o r  h i s  r i g l r t ,  one  ca r t  and .  s ing le  ha rness ,  and  a  l o te  fo : .  { }15 .

The loca-b ion of  the land is  I I$  of  N$ sect lon 10,  tovrnsnlp 144,  Range
An 'T-r  r i rc{ -  house 'yas a f rar i re .  ' rThen f  inoved to rny c}a im,  f  found t t re
s l ran t r r  had l t1o ' . ' r '  g r "?n \ r  So T  r 'o |165po.1  r ' - , - )  snr rA  r )s  nnr l  . ' r i f ,p  SOtne Othef  ] -U : . ; fbe fs r . r s r r v J  r  i : *  

v v -  s I J p  \ v

bu-i l t  a lean to in;r barn us:i .ng t irat t i l I  the fol lor"r lng srl i i r iner' . ' rhen I bui l t
ano the r .  I  had  ho rses  anc l  d rove  to  Coopers tov rn ,  15  m l les ,  o r  Dazey ,  ! 3
m l 1 e s .

So; t re  of  m;r  eanly  neighbor"s  vrere 01e I r .  Fogclerud,  Andrevr ' l jon ju,  Joseph
' '  lggarth, John- F'rancis and" DonaLd Carnpbell

Iror" rnachlnery I had a 16 inch ' 'valklng plough for brealcing, stubble
spr j -ng toot i r  harro"r ,  and broadcast  seeders.  ' , /heat  was the pr ln ;c ip1e
n1.^n qr , r l  r r io lc led f rorn 2O ta 40 bushoi -s  per  acre,  r tu 'nber  l l rard r lheat .v r  v I r

T r:- ,1ar, '  l1r i r  f  ing! co1'n !n 1891. FOr fuel  I  used. ryOOd and gOt i t  f fOm the:  ( ) r  v v /  * , . J

She; 'sna6 \ ra I ley.  Tt  rvas drar" rn bv tea,n in  the " r in ter  t  i r , te ,  leav ing bef  ore
rln: '"1 r '  ,-ht anrr '  r-r 'et h-i  nrr Jro uc af ter d"ark.

In tire
Ii.ange 6CI.
stock f ro:n

year  o f  1889-90  I  r vo rked .  ha rd  on  Sec t i on  2 ,  Townsh ip  I44 ,
T i rat ' .v in ter  f  got  wood f ron the Sheyenne r lver ,  hay for  the
Stri tsrnan Uounty, ancl irry iJread. from Cooperstown--not a good.

!  . _ ,
I, t

Apri l t  7,  .192' l
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Blography of J. B. Armstrong
--Elv ln Loberg

John B. Armstrong was born January 2:9, 1861, 1n Onta-rlo, Canada,
Perth County,  near Strat ford C1ty.  He was 21 years old and be1leved. that
the West of fered. opportunl t les gree.ter than the East.  At  the t lme he
started. west the Pralr le $tates were belng boomed" and. were of fer lng ln-
aucements to set t lers 1n wa.y of  cheap rates and. land grants for  nome-

eekers .

Here ls what he sald.  about hls exper lences from home:
When f  L: f t  Perth County,  Ontar lo,  the snolr  belng some 5$ and 4 feet

deep wlth no l lgn of coralng sprlng. Through },I lchlga.nl Ind.lana, 1111-
nols,  Wlsconsln,  and L{ lnneiota l t -was cont lnuous m[d slush s.nd. iwa.ter.
F_or many ml les ln ulaces the ral l road. wa,s covered and. the t ra ln i rav-
eled very s low. The most lnterest lng part  of  the t r ln was where we
rode along t !9^t{ tss1sslpp1, wl th the r lver cn one s1d.e a-nd. the great
sand'  stone cl l f fs on the other,  towerlng hlgher than we could" s6e from
the car wlndops, and. more than anythlng"-else the I 'eel ing tha,t  soon I
would" be ln the greai  west country,  th6 great r fAmerlca-n Desertn of  my
ear ly school  boy da.ys.  on Apr l l  g,  lggb; a beaut l fu l  sunny d.ay wl th a
soft  l rqarm wlnd blowlng_fr9m the west,  the pnalr le grass,  dry and" brown,
blowlng 1n the w1nd, a.na the pralr i -e chlckens boomlf ig (out i "afa 

"oi  
tno*

what the souncl was) and. there was no slgn of snow a.riywhere, I arrlved.
1n Hannaford,  N. _Da.k.  r  Jurnned fron the t ra ln steps'1nto . the 

[ r"*r ,the baggage ca"r  door s l1d ooen and" a rrolce ca_l led,  ?r f lere boy, Cir"n your
trunktt .  Wlth th ls d.one the traln pu11ed on lea,v lng me sl t t ing*on the
trunk alone a.nd mcnarch of  a l l  r  surveyed. my r lght l - there *as none to
d" lspute.  There was no other man, no hbuse or n[rratng 1n slght.

In l ' Iay,  1889, f  f11ed. on s.  c1a1m (present home) fn BartLey Townshlp.
I bought the Homestead. from a man who tre.a rtled on it some seven years
before,  g lv lng hlm for h1s r lght  one cart  qnd slngle harness, a.nd a note
lo" i$15'oo. The locat lon or the land. le N* of  Ngl  Sect lon Io,  Townshlp
!4+'R?tS-" 60. fu iy f l rst  house was a- f rame. When f  moved to my elalm
I found. the sha.nty ha.d. blolrn s,way so ga.thered uo scraps and wriir someother lumber bul1t  a rear i  to my bern is lng ths. t  t r l r  the rorrowin[
sumner when f  bul l t  another.  f  had. horsei  and. d.rove to Cooperstoi ln,  lb
ml les,  or  Dazey, 15 ml les.  Some of my ear ly nelghi :ors were OIe L.  Fogd.erud,,
And-rew SonJu, Joseph Hogge.rth, John tr 'rancls, and Donald Cemubell. For
macnlnery r  ha.d e ' , r 'p lk ln$ plough, 16 lp.  breaklng a.nd stubbre,  spr lngt?o!!  harrow, and broad.cast seeai l r .  Wheat was t i ie nr lnch al  cron and.ylelded' from 2a t 'o 40 bushels per acre of i\o. t hard. whes.t. I g"u* *y
f l rst  corn ln 1891. For fuel  t  used. wood and. got 1r f rom Sheyei l ;e' ' '^.11eI. It was d.rawn by tea-rn ln wlnter t lme lEe.vlng before alyirifrt
t,, id. gettlng hone after d.ark.

i , :  In the_yea-r  of  1889-90 I  worked. hard.  on Sect l  on Z,  Townshlp 144,
hange 6u. Tha! wlnter I got wood, from Sheyenne Rlver and. hay fbr stockfrom'Ttutsman County and._[ot  my bread from Cooperstown--not a gooA connblna-
t lon.  One stormy_ tpel l  l -got  out of  grub. r iavtng some f lour,*soda, andmilk though I could make some bls,:ultE. In mlxlnfi I got along flne butwhen I  started. to ro11 1t  my troubles began. f t  #ourd not st iy rol led
out- t1ll I S"ot thera cut out. }$'hen the wetght rrtras taken off 1t would.
sprlng together but, f1nal1y by puttlng ny finee on one sld.e and. ho1d.lne
Lt and. presslng rol1er on far s ld.e f  Eeld l t  t111 the 
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Blograpby of J. B. Armstrong
--E1v1n Loberg

They made verJr good' eatlng and lastect wel-l. Iiy next was ln 189L-92.
lllhen llvlng on claln lt stormed. for three weeke and I never saw or talked
to ell person and" the last three nlghts I had no kerogene for 11ghte.
I trled. to rea0 fron the 11ght of the etove d.oor but lt wae too hot for
mY fae6, I f lnlshed the:h1ght by whlstl lng and. talhlng to the clog.

I wae marrled. to Annle Canpbell November L4, 1894, &t the hone of
Mr. D. Blnclalr, Balld. Htl l Townshlp.

The d.eecend.ants of ploneer are: Mervln J. Armstrong, dle0 July 2O,
1918; Erma GJ.ad.ys and Mary E11en, Hlgh School teachers at Cooperetown,
H. Dak; fhel-ma Belle, Jamestown Col-lego; DoneLd.a Robenta, at hone
Ilannaford., N, Dak; Morrle Campbell Ar:mstrong, dlect }lovember 27, 19P0.

fhe present home of plotleer 1s on the oLd llonestead N* of N$, $eotlon
1O, Townehlp t-44, Range 6O, Hannaforcl, Grlggs County, N. Dak.

. \


