PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Omund Ashland

. : e :
I have chosen to write the blography/of a pionesr whose parents

were also ploneers of North Dakota, namely NMr, Ashiand of Cooperstown.
Mr.., Ashland is Norweglian desecent. His father Aadne Ashland
and his mother Dorthea Ashland of Stavanger, Norway. X
Mr. Omund Ashland was born on July 20, 1868 at Stavanger, Norway.
He 1ilved with his mother and stepfather there until he was twelve years
of age. It was then declded that they move to a better home. They
chose to go to America and made preparations to go.

The family of six children, mother and father, sailed from

Stavanger to Christiansan on a sallboat. W#While on the Skager Rdck water

a storm arose and the pioneer family's lives were endangered. The
small vessel was tossed about, the masts dipping down into the water.
After a few terrible hours they reached their port and boarded the
liner Thingvalla for America. The Thingvalla was must nieely started
when the engine broke. They sailed to Copenhagenin Denmark for re-
pairs. After a weeks delay they started to cross the Atlantic. Dur-
ing the fourteen days from Denmark to America the nioneer's mother
contracted a severe case of rheumatic fever. This made the voyage
very had, the children ranging from six months to twelve years were _
forced to care for one. another as best they could. Their leaving the
ship and entering Castle Garden, New York must have been quite a plc-
ture. The mother being helpless was carried on the father's back

and a group of small children frightened and weary with the voyage

came tfooping behind. Next day they left New York for St. Paul. Thenn

they rested in an immigrant house for three days. This house was a
very unsanltary place. There were filthy men, women and children
sltting about on the floor all smoking or chewing tobacco or using
vulgar language. From there they.struck out for their new home.

It was late spring when they reach Yell{w Medicine County in Ninne-
sota where the ploneer family livede.Oni® a short time. It seemed to
the pioneer family they were moving fromiworse to werse. Conditions

in Yeéllow Vedicine were deplorable., The housesawgfere overrun with rats.
Work was as scarce here 1t appeared as it was inorway. Mrs. Ash-
land's condition was serious and the baby, not a year old yet, was not
thriving. For a time.the piloneer believed they made a foolish i
move for the hard times in Norway weren'tfnearly ! bad as the posi-
tion they were in now. "Mro. Qmund Ashland, nor th' gen vears old,

set out to a farmer some miles from his home where he Was obliged to
do'a man's work. One day while at work a horse kiecked him, cracking
his skull just between the eyes. His employer seemed fo,think nothing
of the bruise but poured alecohol into the wound to tak? t<the poison-
he sald. Being only a boy he wanted to go home to hisM@ther. He 2
walked all the wav leaving a trail of blood behind him. A week later
he went back but the farmer refused to hire anyone who couldn' work

for a wee 1ittle seratch. WNot discouraged at this he walked to the
next farm where he found work. He and another boy were sent out twenty
miles from the farm to herd a large herd of cattle. They were to stay
a month. After two weeks they had a terrific thunder storm. This
frightened the cattle and they broke away. The boys worked for hours
and finelly corralled them. 1In another two weeks the cattle were herd-
ed home again. - It was night when they came to the farm but the boy.
being anxious to get home started off. He intended to surprisé his
mother mother and crept quitely into the house, while feeling his way

through the entry he came across his baby sister who had died that dav;.
ey |
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Just a year passed and the Ashlands decided to move to the Dakota
Territory. They had heard of the free land and the great opportuni-

ties there and they also had some relatives living in the east cen-

tral part of what is now North Dakota. Preparations were made for

the long journey which was to be made in covered wagons with oxen to

draw them. . The drive was a hard and tedious trip. The roads were

poor and there were very few bridges in those days. Often times all

the loads had to be carried across the streams article by article for

the water was high and the wagons were low. One team of oxen became
lame. They stopped at a farm house where a man trimmed the .oxén's

feet., Thils proteofeo and the the lameness was soon gone and the pioneers
were once more on the way. The pioneer family met with few obstacles
after that and in less than three weeks they had reached thelr destin-
ation, then called Gallatin Post Office on the Shevenne River nine

miles southeast of Cooperstown. They stayed for a short time with
relatives. |

In the spring of 1883 the ploneer and his father planned to take a
claim. This was done by squatting as it was then called, or settiing
on a section of this land. Hach settler was entitled to the section
they lived on. They chose the north half of section 10, range 59,
township 145.

The piloneers builtia sod house and barm. The sod house was Poubeen
feet square. Most sod houses at this time were all sod and trees but
Ashland's put a good floor in their home. The walls were two
feet deep at the base and grew narrower at the top., The roof was made
of branches, twigs and br'uqh piled on three large poles across the top.
To f1ill in the sm2il Openings they filled them with hay. This
structure had one window =nd one door. In 12384 the ploneers's. father
made an addition to the hut. This part was fourteen by ten and gave
them a good sized room. The ploneer's parents were busy at all things
in itqp‘f. The father made the family's shoes and all the furniture
and even ,some of the dishes used were carved out of wood, while the
mother spun and wove and knitted for the family., The beds were a
wooden frame with straw for mattresses, chairs and tables were made
from logs brought from the Sheyenne. Aside from those things
furniture was scarce. The Frolland's were the most fortunate people
in the community for they owned a sewing machine.

Gurina Froilland, an aunt of the ploneer, was the businest body in
the household during the summer of 1885, She was staying with the
piloneer family preparing her wedding outfit.

Meeting were held in the homse of the different peopl
that the folks met at the Froiland. homestead on onhe part lar day.
While there a terrific blizzard arose and the people wer@® obliged to
stay at the hut for three days, for blizzards always lasted three days.
The house was so full and so small that they had to take turns sleeping.

The pioneer family's possessions were gradua11" increassing, espec-
ially thelr stoek, %This rpquired a better and larger ban so fhnv set to
work and built a barn twenty six feet wide and forty feet long. The
barn was bullt on the same principles as the house.

Griggs County was a large level prairie with no trees for miles
and mlles about the Froiland homestead. The Fort Totten Road coming
from Fort Totten ran just west of the sod stable. It was a common thing
to see small bands of Indians traveling this road. They often stopped
at the ploneer home to buy food or feed for thédr horses.

In the early eighties the nearest town was Valley City, which
close as 1t seems now that we have’automobiles, wus a great distance
for ox teams and even horses. Mr. Ashland drove to Valley Citv to have

Capireinl
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his wheat ground to flour and brought back other provisions. This
trip took him several days. Late in 1883 the branch line of the
Nor thern Pacific was built to Cooperstown. The railroad bullt up
Cooperstown and brought many conveniences for the pioneeres.

The Froiland's first néighbors were the Fred Willisms family to
the north, Ti T. Fuglestad and Jens Bull famlilles to the south and
Jorgen Soma, an uncle of the Pioneer, to the east.

The first implement used by the ploneer was the walking plow
drawn by ox teams. The oXen were very hard to control as reins were not
used. They were managed by words such as "haw" and "gee" to turn to
left or right. Toward noon the oxen would hear no command but would
deliberately turn home., Oftentimes when the oxen saw a slough or a
preen medadow they would wallk from the field to drink or graze. iy

~ The early crops Mr. Ashland ralsed were mainly wheat. The first he
broke seven acres of land and had a very good yield.

For fuel Mr. Ashland had to go to the Shevenne River for wood and
i1t was green wood so they had to dry it in the oven in the stove and it
smolred so that it made the house full of smoke.

The pioneer family had at all times a good supply of food and a
good shelter. Their main hardships were the storms and prairie fires.

The fire of the fall of 1885 burned up nearly all the settlers
grain and hay. The piloneer's father was lucky not to lose any grain
and hay. The pioneer saw the fire come % mile off, he hitched up the
three oxen and plowed a few furrows which killed the fire. The pioneer
saved all the buildings of neighbors. The flames were higher than a
house, when the fire was ten rods away it 1it the tops of the hay
stacks. The children and wife stayed in the sod buildings because it
could not burn and they were saved. The fire traveled to the Sheyenne
River. It sent through all of North Dakota.

Mr. Ashland walked to the neighbors once and while he was there a
storm arose and the neighbors did not want him to leave because they
thought he would get lost, but he said his mother would worry for him
so he left and faced the storm. When he got home his face was all
covered with ice. The storm became so bad that no one could move out-
side. ' .

In the spring Mr. Ashland drove the stock to Fort Atchison and they
grazed there all summer., He had to pay one dollar per head.

Mr. And Mrs. Ashland had eight children., They are Nr, Amnold
Ashland, Cooperstown, N, Dak., Mrs. L. Lier, Mose North Dakota, NMr.
Jens B, Ashland, Cooperstown, N. Dak. Mr, Oscar Ashland, Hannaford,

M. Dak., Mr. Albert Ashland, Cooperstown, W. Dak., Mr. Henry Ashland,
Silverton, Oregon, NMr. Roy Ashland, Cooperstown, N, Dak., Mr. Walter
Ashland, Cooperstown,N. Dak. :

The present home of Mr. Ashland is Section @, Township 145, and
range 59, just west of 0ld Fort Totten road. Siﬁgey Fort pope 1 mile
north west of Mr, Ashland. " '
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-entering Castle “arden, New York must have been guite a picture. The

PTONEER BIOGRAPFY
Omund Ashland

I have chosen to write the biography of a pioneer whose parents
were also pioneers of North Dakota, namely ¥r. Ashland of Cooperstown,
North Dakota.

‘Mr. Ashland is of Norwegian descent. His father Aadne Ashland
and his mother Dorthea Ashland of Stavanger, Norway.

¥r. Omund Ashland was born on July 20, 1488 at Stavanger, Norway.
He lived with his mother and stepfather there until he was twelve
years of age. It was then decided that they move to a better home.
They chose to go to America and made preparations to go.

The family of six children, mother and father, sailed fron Stawv-
anger to Christiansan on a sasilboat. While on the Skager Rack water a
storm arose and the pioneer family's lives were endangered. The small
vessel was tossed about the masts dippirg down into the water. After
a few terrible hours they reached their port and boarded the liner
Thingvella for America. The Thingvalla was most nicely started when
the engine broke. They sailed to Copenhagen in Denmark for repairs. 1
After & weeks delay they started to cross the Atlantic. Puring the
fourteen days from Denmark to America the pioneer's mother contracted
& severe case of rheumatic fever. This made the voyvage very hard,
the children ranging from six monthe to twelve vears were forced to !
care for one another as best thev could. Their léaving the ship and

mother being Lelpless was carriec on the fatrer's back and a group of
small children frightened and weary with the voyage came trooping be-
hind. VNext day they left Vew York for St. Paul. There they rested

in an immigrant house for three davs. This house was a very unsani-
tary plaece. There were filthy men, women and children sitting about
on the floor all smoking or chewing tobacco and using vulgar language.
From there they struck out for their new home. Tt was late spring
when they reached Yellow Medicine County in Minnesota where the pioneer
family lived only for a short time. It seemed *o the pioneer family
they were moving from worse to worse. Conditions in Yellow Medicine
were deplorable. The houses were overrun with rats. Work was as
scarce here it appeared as 1t was in Norway. ¥re. Ashland's condition
was serious and the babv, not a year old yet, was not thriving. For

a time the pioneer believed they had made a foolish move for the hard
times in Norway weren't nearly as bad 2s the position™hev were in
now. Mr. Onmund Asbland, now thirteen vears old, set ot to a farmer
some miles from his home where he was obliged to do a2 man's work.

One day while at work a horse kicked him cracking his skull just be-
tween the eyes. His employer seemed to think nothing of the bruise
out poured alcohol into the wound to take out the poison he said.
Being only a boy he wanted to go home to his mother. He walked sll
the way leaving a trail of blood behind him. A week later he went
back but the farner refused to hire anyone who couldn't work for a
wee little scratch. Not discouraged at this he walked to the next
farm where he found work. He and another boy were sent out twenty
miles from the farm to herd a large herd of cattle. They were to stay
a month. After two weeks they had a terrific thunder storn. This
frightened the cattle and thev broke away. The boys worked for hours
and finally corralled them. In another two weeks the cattle were herd-
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Omund Ashland (continued)

ed home again. It was night when they cawne to the farm but the boy
veing anxious to get home started off. He intended to surprise his
mother and crept quietly into the house, while feeling his way through
the entry he came across his baby sister who had died that dav. Just

a year passed and the Ashland's decided to move to the Dakota Territory.
They had heard of the free land and the great opportunities there and
they also had some relatives living in t*e east central part of what

1s now North Dakota. Preparations were made for the long journey which
was to be made in covered wagons with oxen to draw them. The drive

was a hard and tedious trip. The roads were poor and there were very
few bridges in those days. Often times all the loads had to be carried
acrogs the streams article by article for the water was high and the
wagons were low. One team of oxen became lame. Thev stopped at a fara
house where a man trimmed the oxen's hoofs but he clipped them so close
that their feet were worse than ever, g0 the farmer made heavy felt
boots and bound them on the oxen's feet. This protected and the lame-
ness was soon gone and the pioneers were once more on the way. The
pioneer famnily met with few obstacles after that and in less than three
weeks they had reached their destinations, then called the Gallatin
Post Office on the Shevenne River nine miles southeest of Cooperstown.
They stayed for a short time with relatives.

In the spring of 1823 the pioneer and his father planned to tavre
a claim. This was done by sguaetting as i+ wae then called, or settling
on a section of this land. Fach settler was entitled to the section
they lived on. They chose the north half of section ten, range 59,
township 145.

The pioneers built a sod house an’ barn. The sod house was
fourteen feet square. 'fost sod houses at this time were all sod and
trees but the Ashland's put a good floor in their home. The walls
were two feet deen at the base and grew narrower at the top. The roof
was made of branches, twigs and brush piled on three large poles
across the top. To fill in the small open spaces they filled them
with hay. This structure had one window and one door. In 1884 the
pioneer's father made an addition to the hut. This part was fourteen
by ten and gave them good sized room. The pioneer's parents were busy
at all things in itself. The father made the family's shoes and all
the furniture and even some of the dishes used were carved out of wood,
while the mother spun and wove and knitted for the family. The beds
were a2 wooden frame with straw for mattresses, chairs and tables were
made from the logs brought from the Sheyenne. Aside from those
things furniture was scarce. The Froiland's were the most fortunate
people in the community for they owned a sewing machine.

Gurina Froiland, an aunt of the pioneer, was the busiest body
in the household during the summer 1885. She was staying with the
pioneer family preparing her wedding outfit. -

Meetings were held in the house of the different npeonle. T%
heppened that the folks met at the Froiland homestead on one partic-
ular day. While there a terrific blizzard arose and the people were
obliged to stay at the hut for three days, for blizzards always lasted
three days. The house was so full and so small that they had to take
turns gleeping.

The pioneer family's possessions were gradually increasing,
especially their stock. Thie required a better and larger barn so
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they set to work and built a barn twentv six feet wide and forty feet
long. The barn was built on the same principles as the house.

Griggs County was a large level prairie with no trees for =niles
and miles about the Froilsnd homestead. The Fort Totten Road comin~
from Fort Totten ran just west of the sod stable. It was & common
thing to see small bands of Indians traveling this road. Trey often
stopped at the pioneer home to buy food or feed for their horses.

In the early eighties the nearest town was Valley City, which
close as 1t seems now that we have automobiles, was a great distance
for ox teams and even horses. ¥Mr. Ashland drove to Valley Citv to
have hie wheat ground to flour and brought back other provisions. This
trip took him several days. Late in 1883 the branch line of the
Northern Pacific was built to Cooperstown. The railroad built up
Cooperstown and brought many conveniences for the pioneers.

The Froiland's first neighbors were the Fred Williams fanily to the
north, T. T. Fuglestad and Jens Bull families to the south and Jorgen
Soma, an uncle of the pioneer, to the east.

The first implement used by the pioneer was the walking plow drawn
by ox teams. The oxen were very hard to control as reins were not
used. Thev were managed by words such as "haw" and "gee" to turn to
left or right. Toward noon the oxen would hear no commande but would
deliberately turn home. Often times when the oxen saw a slough or &
green meadow they would walk from the field to drink or graze.

The early crops r. Ashland raised were mainly wheat. The first
he broke seven acres of land and had a very good vield. For fuel Mr.
Ashland had to go to the Sheyenne River for wood and it was green wood
so they had to dry it in the oven in the stove and it smoked so that
it made the house full of smoke.

The pioneer family had at all times a2 good supply of food and a
good shelter. Their main hardships were the storms and prairie fires.
The fire of the fall of 1885 burned up nearly all the settlers grain
and hay. The pioneer's father was lucky not to lose any grain and hay.
The pioneer saw the fire come ; mile off, he hitched up the three
oxen and plowed a few furrows which killed the fire. The pioneer
saved all the buildings of neighbore. The flames were higher than &
house, when the fire was ten rods away it 1it the tops of the hay
stacks. The children and wife stayed in the sod buildings because it
could not burn and thev were saved. The fire traveled to the Shevenne
River. Tt went through all of North Dakota.

Mr. Ashland walked to the neighbors once and while he was there
a storn arose and the neighWors did not want him to leave because they
thought he would get lost, but he said his mother would worry for him
so ne left and faced the storm. When he got home his face was all
covered with ice. The storm became 'so bad that no one could move out-
side. In the spring Mr. Ashland drove the stock to Fort Atchison and
they grazed there all summer. Fe had to pav one dollar per” head.

¥r. and Mrs. Ashland had eight children. They are Yr. Arnold
Ashland, St. Cloud, Minn., ¥rs. L. Lier, Mose, North Dakota, ¥r. Jens
B. Ashland, Cooperstown, N. Dak., Mr. Oscar Ashland, Fannaford, N. Dak.
Mr. Albert Ashland, Cooperstown, N. Mak., Mr. Henry Ashland, Silverton,
Oregon, Mr. Roy Ashland, Cooperstown, N. Dak., Mr. Welter Ashland,
Cooperstown, N. Dak.

The present home of Yr. Ashland is Section 9, Township 145, and
rangeb59, just west of old Fort Totten road. Sibley Fort pope 1 mile
north west of Mr. Ashland.

——Leif Aalgaard
3
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) have:chosen to write the bliogrephy of a pioneer whose parents
were also ploneers of North Dskota, namely Mr. Ashland of Cooperstown,
North Dakota.

Mr. Ashland is of Norweglen descent. His father Aadne Ashland and
his mother Dorthea Ashland of Stavanger, Norway.

Mr. Omund Ashland was born on July 20, 1868, at Stavanger, Norway.
He lived with his mother and stepfather there until he was twelve years
of age. It was then decided that they move to a better home. They chose
to go to America and made preparations to go.

The family of six children, mother and father, sailed from Stavanger
to Christiansen on a ssllboat. While on the Skager Back water a storm
arose and the ploneer family's lives were endangered. The small vessel
was tossed about the masts dipping down into the water. After a few
Terrible hours they reached their port and boarded the liner Thingvalls
for America. The Thingvalle was most nicely started when the engine
broke. They sailed to Copenhagen in Denmsrk for repairs. After a weeks
delay they started to cross the A tlantic. During the fourteen days from
Denmark to America the ploneer's mother contracted a severe case of
rheumatic fever. This mede the voyage very hard, the children ranging
from six months to twelve years were forced to care for one snother as
best they could. Their leaving the ship and entering Castle Gardend,

New York must have been quite s picture. The mother being helpless was
cerried on the father's back and a group of smell children frightened

and weary with the voyage came trooping behind. Next day they left New
York for St. Paul. There they rested in an immigrsnt house for three
days. This house was a very unsanitary place. There were filthy men,
women, and children sitting about on the floor 211 smoking or chewing
tobacco and using vulgar language. From there they struck out for their
new home. It was late spring when they reached Yellow Medicine County

in Minnesota where the ploneer family lived only a short time. It seemed
‘To ‘the pioneer family they were moving from worse to worse. Conditions
in Yellow liedicine were deplorable. The houses were overrmn with rats.
Work was as scarce here it sppeared as it was in Norway. Mrs. Ashland's
condition was serious and the baby, not a yesr old yet, was not thriving.
For a time the ploneer believed they had made a foolish move for the hard
times in Norway weren't nearly as bed as the position they were in now.
Mr. Omund Ashland, now thirteen years o0ld, set out to & farmer some miles
from his home where he was obliged to do a man's work. One day while

2t work a horse kicked him crecking his skull just between the eyes.

_1s employer seemed to think nothing of the bruise but poured alcohol
into the wound to take out the poison he said. Being only a boy he wanted
to go home to his mother. He walked 211 the way leaving = traeil of blood
behind him. A week later he went back but the farmer refused to hire
anyone who couldn't work for a wee little scratch. Not discouraged at
this he walked to the next farm where he found work. He and snother boy
were sent out twenty miles from the farm to herd a large herd of cattle.
They were to stay s month. After two weeks they hsd s $errific thunder

storm. This frightened the cattle &nd they broke away. The boys worked
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for hours and finally corrslled them. In another two weeks the cattle
were herded home again. It was night when they came to the farm but the
boy being anxious to get home started off. He intended to surprise his
mother and crept guietly into the house, while.feeling his way through
the entry he came across his baby: sister who had died that day. Just a
sar passed and the Ashland's decided to move to the Dskota Territory.
They had hesrd of the free land the great opportunities there and they
2lso had some relatives living the east eenttal part of what is now North
Dakota. Preparations were made for the long journey which was to be made
in covered wagons with oxen to drsw them. The drive was g hard and te-
dious trip.. The rosds were poor and there were very few bridges in

those days. Oftentimes 211 the loads had to be carried across the stresms
article by article for the water was high and the wagons were low. One
team of oxen became lame. They stopped at a farm house where o man
trimmed the oxen's hoofs but he clipped them so close that their feet
were worse Than ever, so the farmer made heavy felt boots a2nd bound them
on the oxen's feet. This protected and the lameness was soon gone and
the pioneer were once more on the way. The pioneer famlly met with few
obstacles after that and in less than three weeks they had reached their
destination,then called the Gellatin Post Office on the Sheyenne Rlver

nine miles southeast of Cooperstown. They stayed for a short time with
relatives. '

In the spring of 1883, the ploneer and his father planned to take
a claim. This was done by squetting as it was then called, or settling
on a section of this land. Each settler was entitled to the section
they lived on. They chose the north half of section ten, range 59,
township 145.

The pioneers bullt 2 sod house and barn. The sod house was four-
teen feet square. liost sod houses at this time were 211 sod and trees
but the Ashland's put s good floor in their home. The walls were two
feet deep at the base and grew narrower at the top. The roof was made
of branches, twlgs and brush piled on three large poles across the top.
To fill in the small open spaces they filled them with hay. This struc-
ture had one window and one door. In 1884, the pioneer's father made
an addition to the hut. This'part was fourteen by ten and gave them
good sized room. The pioneer s parents were busy at 211 things in itself.
The father masde the family's shoes and all the furniture and even some
of the dishes used were carved out of wood, while the mother spun and %
wove and knitted for the family. The beds were a wooden frame with straw
_or mattresses., chairs, end tebles were mede from the logs brought from
the Sheyenne. Aside from those things furniture was scarce. The Froil-
and's were the most fortunate people in the community for they owned a
@ewing machine. : '

Gurine Frolland, an sunt of the pioneer, was the busiest body in
the household during the summer, 1885. ghe was staying with the pioneer
family preparing her wedding outfit. 4

Meetlings were held in the house of the different people. It hap-

gened that the folks met 2t the Froiland homestead on one particulsr
av.
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While there a terrific blizzard arose and the people were obliged to
stay at the hut for three days, for blizzards always lasted three days.
The house was so full and so small that they hed to take turns sleeping.

The pioneer family's possessions were gradually increasing, es-
© 3ciglly their stock. This required a better and larger barn so they
set to work and bullt a2 barn twenty-six feet wide and forty feet long.
The barn was bullt on the same principles as the house.

Griggs County was a large level prairie with no trees for miles and
miles about the Froilland homestead. The Fort Totten Rosd coming from
Fort Totten ran Jjust west of the sod stable. It was a2 common thing to
see small bands of Indizns traveling this rosd. They often stopped at
.the pioneer home bo buy food or feed for their horses.

In the early eighties the nearest town was Valley City, which close
as 1t seems now that we have automobiles, was a great dlstance for ox
teams and even horses. Mr. Ashland drove to Valley City to have his
wheat ground to flour and brought back other provisions. This trip took
him several days. Late in 1883 the branch line of the Northern Pacific
was bullt to Cooperstown. The railroad built up Cooperstown and brought
many conveniences for the piloneers.

The Froiland's first neighbors were the Fred Williams family to the
north, T. T. Fuglestad and Jens Bull families to the south and Jorgen
Soma, an uncle of the pioneer, to the east.

The first implement used by the pioneer was the walking plow drawn
by ox teams. The oxen were very hard to control as reins were not used.
They were managed by words such as "haw" and "gee" to turn to left or
right. Toward noon the oxen would hear no commands but would deliberstely
turn home. Oftentimes when the oxen saw a slough or a green meadow they
would walk from the field to drink or graze.

The early crops Mr. Ashland raised were mainly wheat. The first he
broke seven acres of land and had a very good yield.

For fuel Mr. Ashlgnd had to go to the Sheyenne River for wood and
i1t was green wood so they had to dry it in the oven in the stove and it
smoked so that 1t made the house full of smoke.

The ploneer family hed at all times a good supply of food and a good
Bhelter. Thelr main hsrdships were the storms and prairie fires. The
fire of the fall of 1885 burned up nearly all the settlers grain and hay.
The pioneer's father was lucky not to lose any grain and hay. The pio-
neer saw the fire come 3 mile off, he hitched up the three oxen and plowed
a few furrows which killed the fire. The pioneer saved 2ll the buildings
of neighbors. The flames were higher than s house, when the fire was
Ten rods away 1t 1it the tops of the hay stacks. The children and wife
stayeddin the sod buildings because it could not burn and they were

saved. The fire traveled to the Sheyenne River. It went through all
of North Dskota.
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Mr. Ashland walked to the neighbors once and while he was there a
storm arose and the neighbors did not want him to leave becsuse they
thought he would get lost, but he said his mother would worry for him
80 he left and faced the storm. When he got home his face was 21l covered
with ice. The storm became so bad that no one could move outside.

s In the spring Mr. Ashland drove the stock to Fort A tchison and
they grazed there gll summer. He had to pay one dollar per head.

Mr. and Mrs. Ashland had eight children. They are Mr. Arnold Ash-
land, 8t. Cloud, Minn., Mrs. L. Lier, liose, North Dskota, Mr. Jens B.
Ashland, Cooperstown, N. Dak., Mr. Oscar-Ashlandj Hannaford, N. Dak.,

Mr. Albert Ashland, Cooperstown, N. Dak., lMr. Henry Ashland, Silverton,
Beegon, lMr. Roy Ashland, Cooperstown, N. Dak., Mr. Welter Ashland, Coopers-
town, N. Dak.

The present home of Mr. Ashland is Section 9, Township 145, and
range 59, Jjust west of old Fort Totten road. Sibley Fort pope 1 mile
north west of lir. Ashland. :
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@ plonser whose purents

‘were zlsa ploneers of North Dakots, numely Fr. Ashland of Coopersiown,

North-Dakets,

_ . Mur. sshland is of Worweglan descent, His,

> bis molther Dorthes Ashland of 3tavenger
¥r. Omund Ashland was born on July 20,
~iwed with hie mother and atepfather th

~-of age. It was then decided that they move 10 a better home, They

chose to 20 to Aserics and mads prepnrs
< the family of #ix ehildren, mother snd

to Christianssn on & sz1lboat. ¥hile on the Skager flaok water &
atorwm arose snd the pilonser fawily's 1iVes were endangered. The

gnall veesel was Yomsed about the nsets
After s few terridle hours they resched

fatuer aadne Ashlamd and.- -~
C PSSt e G
1868 »t Ctavenger, Worwsy. He
ere until he wes twelve years .

tions to go. YRR e e
fether, sailed from Stavenger

dippinz down into-the mater.. =
thelr port and bosrded the - =

Iiner Thingvalls for amerdica, - The Thingvslls was mnttjngcéiytﬁtﬁny"

. when the engine broke. They ssiled to Copenhsgen in Demmerk for re-
pairs, After n weeke deley they started to oross the atlantic. ‘Dure
“dng the fourtsen daye from Denmark to Ameriga the ploneer's mother

- contracted a severe osee of rheumatic fever. Thies wade the poyege = i
_Yery hard, the children renging fron six months (to twelve yesrs were =

foroed to cars for one snother za best

- 8hip end entering Osetle Oarden, ¥ow York must have bésn guite e pio-
. ture. The mother being helplega uss cnrried on the father's bsek = =+
and & group of emell children frightened and weary with the voyage omme
- trooping behind, Fext dsy they left Wew York for 3¢, Psv), There =

- Shey rested in an lmmigrant haouse for
very unssuitary place. There wers fils

hree days. This houpe wes &
hy wen, women &nd children . -

< »

sltting about on the floor sll swoking or chewing toLmceo po using
vuigsr language, “From there they struck ocut for their néw Howe, .
‘"It was lste spring #hga'thg{,reaﬁkaé‘Yei&aw*ﬁuéiﬁxnarGOuntiv’ Hinne
iy

~ #0ta whers the pioneer fami

1ived gnly = short time, It seemed Yo -

the pioneer faully they were moving froa worse to worse. Conditions

in Yellow Hedicine were deplorsble.

I3

- Work wer Ag gosyes here -1t sppeared ss

The houses wexe Overrun with rets. =

it wes in Norway. drs. ashe =

“lend's ¢onditien wae ‘serisus snd the baby, Wot 2 year old yet, wes not .
“thriving. ¥or.a time the ploneer believed they had made u foollsh
‘wove for the bsrd times in Horsey weren's nearly ass bsd ss the poel- -

- tlon they were in now, MNr, Omund Asnlond, now Shirteen yesrs old, Fup
~#et out ¥0 & Tarmer gpose miles from his home where he was obliged t8

80 a man'e sork. One day while at work

% his skull just between the eyos. ¥is eapléye:
~- of the bruls¢ but poured sleohol into the

he sald, Zeing only & boy he %anted to

a borse kicked flm orackimg

Pyor ecemcd ¢o thiuk motaimg
*dund 10 tske out the polson = -~
£0 bome %o hls sother. He - ' -

wolked alllthe‘ray~1eav&a@aa'axailréf,Blﬁﬁg»hehxag«h;m;';sﬂunxk dater .
¢+ he went back but the fermer refused to hire anyone who couldn't work .
. for a wee little scratoh. Wot dlscoursged &t this he walked to the i
next farm wheére he found work. MHe sad another boy were sent out twenty
- mileg from the farm o herd a large herd of csttle, They were to atsy
& wonith, After two weeks they bad o terrific thunder ebora. Thie .
frightened the sattle and they bLroke away. The boyas worked [for hours - .

and finsily eorralled $hes. In snother

. &4 howe again, It wes night when they came 0 the ferm but the Loy
- being anxisus to get hoge started off. He intended to surprise his .
- mother wod orept guletly iato the hougs, fﬁﬂ?(@ﬁiﬁ& his wey ‘:hr gh
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two weoks the catdle were heyd- '
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. Omun@ Ashland {eontinwed) #8 . . T o0 o

o .khe entry he pame aorose hls baby sister who had dled that day, .
| _Jdeb » year passed and the 4ehland's degided to move to the Dakota =~
 Territory. They had hegrd of the frec land snd the greet opportumi=
- tles there end they sleo had some relstives living in the eust céne = = =
tral part of whpt ie now #orth Dekota.,  Preparsiiond were ssde for - =

~  tbe long journey whioh was io be made {n covared wagons with oxen to

(.5 drsw them.  The drive wec & hard snd tedlous $rip. The rosde wepe
poor and there were very few bridges in fhose Says. Oftentimes g1l =
1 -the lowsdg had to Le ¢arried aerqss the. stresms articlie by sritole fox . -
L, %he water wasg bigh sngd the wagons were low. 0One teaw of oxen begeme .
% - lame,  .Thay atopped at a,I&xm‘hauﬁefﬁh@t@‘@?t&ﬁ*ﬁti%ﬁﬁé_tha,étgnﬁag“,attjf‘f;
hoofe but he olipped fhew 8o close that thedr feet were WOTRe Shew o el
'4avﬁx,‘sayt$§»fqrmeﬁ.ﬁa¢a~haavy‘fwlt,b@nta*aﬁé:bﬁﬁpﬁ them on the exen's -
feet. Thip protected and the ladonsss Wag soon gane gad the planeer.. - "
- _Were onge more osn the way, The plonesr fauily wet with few obstacles = = -
v gftar ‘that and in less than three weeks they had reagned their deptine.
-~ ‘ation, then oalied the Gallatin post Office on the sSheyenue Tiver nine -
miles goutheany of Coonerstown. Tusy etayed for & short time with =
relatived.’ . . . o ARl MR R S S
“‘In the gpring of 1883 the ploneer snd his father planiied to teke o .
- elsim, This was done by sguatting as it wae then called, or-settiing . - -
- 9n v gégtlen of this land, Feéh settler wns entitled so the seotion .
o they lived om. They enose the dorth Lalf of seotlion ten, range 89,
: ﬁébwnahtp‘liﬁ.‘ Sy i g e e e e R T SR e S R
' The ploaeers built o eod house and burn, The sod houce was fourteen - - -
“fest square. Kost ‘sod houses at this tind were all zod «nd trees but =~
the Ashlsnd'e put s good floor in thelir howe., The salle wers two . .
fest desp at the base ard grew narrower

g T =

‘ P at th _ rower &t tie top., The roof o wede
- of branchesy twigs and Brush piled on three large poles soross tha top.
© To £111 in the small open sphees they filled them with Dayy TRIe . o
structure had one window and one door. In 1884 ghe pionserts father =~
o made an additlon to the huk, This part we? fourteen by ten and Zeve. o
. them/'good sized room, The plonder‘e parents wg;g%bﬂtg'atvqkl‘ﬁﬁﬁgmgué“jé';;ﬁ
.« in 1tgelf, The father amade the famllyk 3MDes and 2ll the furniture S il
and even sowe of the dishes Used were cerved out of wood, while the = -
- mother egpun and wove snd knitted for the family. ﬁhﬂlhiéi\ﬁtké'ﬁT51 ’f?-' 4
. ooden frame with straw for watiresses, chairs and tables wers made =
1 from Ghe loge brouzbt frow the Sheyenne. Aside from those things Vit
© - furnlburs was scarce, The Froiland's were tae sost fortunste people. .
S in the eemmunity for they ‘owned & sowing machine, = Cies o SAp T
- TGurins Froiland, an sunt of the pioneer, Wes the busiest vody i She
- _,_ housenold during the sumwer 1885, %he was staying *ith the pioneer :
H;f’§4ikmily‘yra@griag~har wedding outfitey . - oo oo s S B
LT "Meetinzs were held inm the house of the different people. It bpened -
- tnat ths folks met st the Froiland homestesd on one particulsr day,
“While theére s terrific blizzard aroee and the people wers obiized t0 =
gtey sl ‘the bhut for three daye, for blizzarde slwsys i=sted three dpys.
The house was 8o full snd =0 smell thet they hod to take turns slseps' ,,
Fat ﬁ;ﬁ* plonser fruily's posaesslone were graduslly incressins, especislly .
- %hedr stook.. This reguired s betier and lerger barn o they sef to =
. oo ®ork snd built s barn twenty siz feet wide and Torty feet long, The =
o barn wae DAIt on the ssme wrinciples us the houee, i RS
. Tgriges County wase s lsrge level prairie with no treem for miles snd
: 18s sbout the Frollsnd homestend,” The Fort Tosten Fosd coming frem
Fort Tolten ras just weet of the sod eisble,
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R @ foneer home to buy food or feed for gams OYRe; -
ede . In the aarig eightles the nesrest toen was Vallsy Oity, #ﬁﬁﬁh el
" #» A% seeus now thxt we hsve sutomobiles, was a grest éiﬁtaaﬁa i“:\

. »7 cox teams and even horges. Nz, Ashland drove to Vallsy Oity te b
- hie wheat ground %o flour snd brought bsek ather proyi a&@na‘ ™
_Brip took him scversl days.  Late in 188% the branoh line of the -
.~ “¥orihern Pacifiec was bullt to Qooperatown. The railroad. &uiit a@ > ”
B Cooperstown nnd brought msny oomveniencee for the pionsers, - ‘_gug;, ‘
| T The Froflend's firet deighbors were the Fred #illisas family‘ta ae I A
Vi o+ the HarEh, T, ko s laﬂtaﬂ snd Jens Pull families ta tha south aadf
el Jargan %ama; en uncle of the pioneer, tc the sset,
o Tthes first implement used by ploneer wea the nalxiﬁg-glew dr;nu 2k
g ~ by .ox vesds. The oxeln were very hgrﬁ 1o 0&&%&@1 o6 yelay were not e N
used, They were mansged by wordsa such as ®haw® gnd "gee¥ to tura to - '
left or right. Toward noon the oxen would Beéar no comyends but would
~deliberstely turn howe. @ftentimes when the ozen saw & slough or & .
A% reen mesdow thay would walk from the field to dzink‘et Erare, - “;;w;
: ke early crops #r. ishland relsed wero: sainly nhast. - The ftxﬁt he .,;f
- . broke seven mgreés of land and had s very good yield, = | \,uf
S . Tror fuel ¥r. Ashland had to go to the Sheyeivie River fo@ wood sod it :
£ s was green wood so they had to dry it in the oven in the ateﬁa sﬂd tt« s
e _nsmakaa 80 that 1% made the house full of smoke. Fle
e The pioneer faanily had 2t all times 8 good supply of faod an&~$' amﬁi :
. shelter, Thelir main hurdships were the ctorms sud srairie fi&ta; S
& The fire of the fall of 1885 burned uwp nearly &1l she settlers gra;n, -;;ﬁzv
<o =nd bay. The ploneer's father was lucky not to loe® any grain snd = 0
' hay.  The bioneer saw the fire gome 4 mile off, he hitﬂheﬁ up the %hgﬁqv
.-+ oxen znd ploved a few furrows which killed the fire. The ploneer seved =
Be=dd &ll the puildings of n#&ghbéxﬁs The flanes were hig&az than & haasa*‘ e
.~ . when the fire was ten rods sway it 11t the topa of the hey stacks, ﬁﬁf i
~ . ohildren &nd wife stayed in the zod bulldin T becsuge 1% ﬂnuld uat burn
| and they were esved.. The fire trav*ieé tq he Ehgytans W&#ﬁ&a i#-i#ﬁi,;f
e ﬂﬁhraugk w1l of Rort» Dakots. 2 o v‘
| “¥r. Ashland walked to the nazgnbgrs once and while he wes thara“ fors
} arose and the nelghbors did not went him to leave beoause they $ﬁéxfﬁf

i - he would get lost, but he eaid his wother would worry for him oo he 1&1&
F ot - spd faced the storm.. %hen he zot home hie fuoe wne all wovered with

iee. The storm beseme so bad thet no one pould gove outetde, .

"1g the gpring ¥r, Ashland drove the stook io Fort ASehlson sud ﬁbar

S - grezcd there all summer. e had t0 pay one dellsr ggr :,:___,: o

y.;%A ﬂ&x and ¥re, Aehland Kad eight ohildren. They s¥e ¥r, irnol aﬂﬁi_; ¥

ﬂﬁ* Qimm, ¥inn.y ire. Laoh Q’r’ %’ﬁ“g Z’é‘ﬂrtﬁ gﬁﬁtﬁt &Q Jm &t ‘
Qeoperstown, N.Dak,., ¥r, Qegar Ashland, sford; W, Dak,; #r., Albert
| 5 Aghl&nﬁ; Cooperstomn, 4. Dak., ir, Henry Ashlend, 31L7artéﬁ, Qoregan,
B ﬁr*ﬁﬁgy Aﬁh}.ﬁl’iﬂ, W%ﬂ; E» m“ Wn mm ﬁﬁh 4’531&; v
)" : o Ny P& o L
i _TEhe present homs ot ¥r, Ashlsnd 1g g@@tian.ﬁx E@wnahi§ &ﬁﬁ; 3nd,za;'“‘
S 5% ;ast m@gt af‘bid Fart Egﬁtaa rosad, ﬁihlay ?ﬁxi papvlz mx*aﬁ T




