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0a11  F rede re iech  , t f i l he l rn  Asnus  was  bo rn  i n  Se rnanJ r r  Sep tember
the  twen tS '  f i . f t h  i n  e ig t r t een  hundreC " :nC  e igh ty ,  nea r  t he  town  d
I { o 1 s t e l n .  . t 1 i s  f a t h e r ,  D a n i e l  A s i r u s ,  d i e c l  t n  n i n e t e e n  h u n : l r e 4  t :  i r t e e n .
H i s  a o t h e r  w h o s e  m a i C e n  n a m e  w a s  C a t h e r i . e  S t o c k f i s h  i s  s t i 1 1  l i v i n s
and  w111  be  seven tv  se ' r / en  J rea rs  o1d  nex t  Dece , ' nbe r

Danie l  Ss 'a '1 .s  cane to Aner lca in  e ighteen hundrer l  eL: : ! : tv  two.  xre
ca .me  to  Anner l ca  i n  o rde r  t o  keep  h i s  sons  f ro : l  t i : e  a rmy  Consc r in t i l r ,
that  Germany enf  orcer i . .  Gernan-r r  a t  thet  t i .ne reqrr i re l  every aOt-e-nrd. i .ed
n a l e  c l t i z e n  t o  s e r v e  a  c e r t a i n  n u  b e r  o f  y e a r s  i n  t h e  a r { n y .  T h i s
l i fe  was very hard l rpon the yorrng nan.  The yor lng man never  had ant /
Day  nh i c r ,  he  co ' . r l - r l  ca l l  h i s  own .  I f  he  save r i .  h i s  rnone l , ,  h i s  pa ren ts
wo t : l . d  t a l re  i t  away  f ron  h ln .  On  the  o the r  hanC,  mos t  o f  t he  yo l rng  men
wo i r l d  spenC the  ' r one"  i ns tead  o f  sav i .ng  i - t .  The ' "  s ' oen t  i t  becaus [
tJrey f  icureA that  tcmortow worr ld  never  co" le  to  the 'n.  lan le l .  Asnr :s
h i ' " l se11 l  se rved  i n  the  F r ' : ss ' i  an  pa ' r v  a rd .  gssn : r ss  o f  h i " s  exne r i  enee  he
rea l i zed  tha t  h i s  6ons  r r so r i l . d  neve r  a . ' r o r rn t  t o  no re  than  he  h lmse lJ '  1u1 -
1 e . s s  t l e r r  w e r e  a l l o w e d  a b s o l r r t e  f r e e d o n  f r o ' , r  i l s € r v i e e . ' r  T h i s  s e r v i - c e
oecu r red  e t  t he  t i " re  y , i hen  a  nan  sho r : l _d  be  rnak inn  a  n ro fess ion  o f  h i s
o w n  i n s t e a r J  c t '  s ' e n . j i n q ' i - t  i n  i n r r o ' l r r r r t a r . v  s e r v l d r r d e .. l hen  

Car l -  As 'n ' ; s  t t r i s :bo r r t  s  vea r  anJ  a  ha l f  o l r l  ,  l - ' r an ie l  , l ec j . r l e r l .
t o  c c r n e  t c  A m e r i e a  w i t h  h r  s  r ? i f  e  a n d  t h r e e  c h i l 4 r e n ,  D o r a ,  H e n r v  a n d
9?"1 .  l 11 r  g ran , ' imo the r ,  ' i r s .  Dan i  e1  As ' rus ,  s ta tes  the t  eve ry th ing  , , ' ; en t
f i n e  e x c e r : t  t t r a t  C a r l  c a u g h t  a  s k i n d i s e a s e  a n d  w a s  v e r y  c r o s s .  ? h t s
Yras  v : r ] r  ha , rd  fo r  : : r en , l "no the r  b i r t  sbe  sa id ,  " t he  ha r i l : s t  pa r t  o f  o r ; . r
l o t  f e l l  t o  r . r s  a f ' t e r  v ;e  g . .o t  i n  t h i s  coun t r r , r .  i l  The  reason  the l r  ex -
pexi  ence, l  d i f  f  ic r r l t i  es , . ' /as becarrse t i :e1, '  coul l - r j .  not  sneak or  r rn . ters tanr l
t he  Eng l i sh  l ang r ra i_ ,e .  They  were  on  t i - . e  ocean  ,qeven teen  r l avs  be fo re
they  a r r i ved  i n  1 , Iew  yc r ' l '

l Th l - l e  i n  l i ew  Yor r r  an  i nc iden t  c f  i n te res t  occ r - r r reC .  r yh i  1e  ea t i nE
a  n iea l  t he  As r ,n " , ] s t s  obse rv - .  i  a  co t rp le  who  were  a l - so  ea . t1ng .  The
s t r e n i ' e r s  w e r e  v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  n o t  e a t  v e r y  n u c h .  t l y  g r a n c i f a t h e r
then  add ressed  then  l i ke  th i  s  ,  I tF r i  ends ,  ea t  a l - l -  vou  wan t  i n  Aner i  ca  .
The , r r  ; ha rge  yo l1 ,  no t  f o r  wha t  you  ea t  h r r t  f ' o r  t Le  mea1 . ,  Th i s  remark
seel i ls  tc  $how that  people in  the t f  o ld  cor- rnt r_r r r t  rvere accustornecJ.  to
sav ing  eve ry th inq  o r : t  t ha t  t h i s  coun t r y  wae  a  ranc  o f  o len ty .

FrOm I Iew Yor ' i  t l ,ey urent  to  Fonda,  f  Or , ra where theV ruent  thrOrreh
i l&nY  ha rd  t imes  be l ' ' o re  t i l ey  go t  used  to  the  war , ' s  o f  t h i s  co r . rn t r v .  A f te r
l gv ing  i n  Fonc la  seve ra l  yea r ; ,  t hey  noved  to  a  fa r - r i  nea r  t he  c l t : r .
i t ' i h i 1e  l i v i ng  he re  Car l  As r r - r s  rece ' i " r , - , i  r * i  s  e i rh t  yea rs  o f  schoo l i ng .
l i e  i s  ren r : t ec  to  have  been  a  ve r1 "  n iech iev lus  b :11  i n  schoc l  .t ' i hen  the  fa 'n i ' l v  r r "a l r r  r " ' i : " ,  . r r ,  *hc r r  rn i sed  Ca t t l e .  0ne  t i ' ne  a f te r
sh ipp ing  u  

" i " -  
i ; ; 1 "  o? -Ja t i i .  t "  c i l i ; u *o  . ,  rea . t -  es ta te  aqenr  r rnow lns

they har i  f loneJr  in terester i  then -qo uch in  hrs  wonfer f r r l  s ta te of  ] tc i t5
lakota of  o l t r .q  that  Danie l  anc i  Car l  Asnus caqe to Nor th l - rakota to  $ee
i f  t he  asen t t s  rep resen ta t i on -e  were  t r r : e .  *hey  found  t l : i , s  e ta te  to  i j e
f r r11 of  ! ro .u i  se an. i  o 'Dnor t r :n i t l ' .  Accorr l ins_] ,v  t l , .ey bo. :sbt  land f rou
t h e ' .  S .  F .  J o h n s t o n  L a n i  l , ' o n p a n v .  F i v e  i o  s e v e n . d o l l a r s  a n  a c r e  r r a - g
aal -c l  for  the 1and.  The lanC thev i :or r : :h t  was in  R.osenda, i :1  townshi  n ,
S ' r i  g ' : s  Coun tv ,  ranEe  t l  .  t r i n i o r4  beca 'ne  t } : e i  r  nea res t  t : : aC ing  t c in t .
A t  t he t  t i ne  the re  were  two  qeners l  rae rchanr i  i  se  s to res  owneC i y '  { i nne : r
8 .nc -1 '  f r a -oo .  The l r  e rec ted  f rane  n : : i 1 , *4 ings  i n  t he  ea re  yea r  t hey  ca :ne  up ,
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Ce,r1 ,4. srr.rs ( ccnti nrreti  )

n i ' .e teen hrrnd. red one.  rn  the fo l - lo is  ng l rea-r  t l - . re  ent i re  fa 'n i1r r  moved
t o  t i :  e  s t a  t e

The near . ,s t  ne ig; rOors c f  Car1 Asur : -s  Ytere AnCre, , r  F-a"nserr ,  9-ven
B j o r n s o n ,  e n C  F e n C r j - c ! . :  i l s e n .

fn  o rde r  t o  Becu re  i rn r , r l g le t i on  ra tes  f ro , r  Towa  to  l ako ta  the  nen
hec1  to  l - i vs  i n  i he  ca r  w l t i  t he i r  ho rse "s  enc l  f a . r ' n  nach ine r l , r .  f n  rne
end  o f  t he  ca r  t he  i : i c r ses  were  Loa , : i ee i  and  the  c the r  en r t  was ,_ , i 1ed  f r r11
of "nac't- * nett l , t  a:rd- wi:eat . 1'h e rnen s1e5.*; 'Tpon th e q r:ain. One "norni ng
Car l  Asnus  f  c rn r l  h i ' nse l f  r 1?on  a  p l cw  bean .  T i -e  t ra in  i r a r l  been  l ean ine
t o  l n e  s l d e  s o ' n r c h  t h e t  h e  h . e ' i  s l i p p e d  f r c n  h i s  b e d .  T h e y  h a , : t  a
snel ,1  i tc r re wi  th  the ' r  an. !  J ic l .  the i r  own cookinq w'hener . 'er  the t ra i .n
s t o p p e C  a t  a  l : - v i  s i o n  p o i n t .  A t  t h e s e  p l a c e s  t i . e r r  a l s o  b o r r g h t  f r p i t
e n d  n r o v i  s i  c n s .  ? h e  t r i p  t o o k  f  i v e  C a y s .  T h e y  t r : a v e l e ' 1  , r p o n  t h r e e
ra . i I i , r a . ' , ' s ;  t he  " ' r o r t l i e rn  P ; . c i f i c ,  t he  T l l i no i s  . en t : : a1  an r i  t he  } i .  and
S t .  L .  S e c a u s e  o f  p o c r  r & i l r o a , i  f a c i l i t i e s  " r .  A s . r n r - : s  w a s  c o r n r e l l e i j  t c
D r o w  b e a  t  a n  c f  f  i c i e l  i n  o r r j e r  t o  s e e  u l : e  w a t e r  f  o r  t i . e : l r  c t o c t . . .

, ' i o th ing  o f  unusua l  j n te res t  occu r r . . , J  exce r : ) t  t he t  i n  , i a r ch  o f  t i : e
seconr l  w in te r  i n  l l o r th  l ako ta  a  bad  sno t l s t r : r . r  t o rk  p1ace .  l ,To t  be ing
t : sed  to  s r l c l .  b l i zza rde  the r : r  t i ed  a  s t r i n r  f ro . . "n  the  house  to  the  ba rn .
T h i s  i n c l : e n t  o f  t e n  u a l r e . s  t h e , l  l a r r r h  w h e n e v e r  t h e v  t h i n k  c f  i t  n o ' " ' ; .

C a r l  A s n r i s  n a r r i e - r  r o s e t t e  A i i i a n  a r  h e r  f p t i e r r s  h o . n e  o n  t h e
twentr r -e ight  da: l  o f  l love. r tber  in  ' f  :  year  o4 '  n lneteen hr" ind. red-  seven.
T h e  d e s c e n d a n t s t n a i l e s  a . r e  F e r n a n ,  ; l " i t i ' ;  e n d ,  C a t h e r \ r n  A s n r r s .  ? h e i r
a d ' l r e s s e o  a r e  t h e  , s a n e  a s  t h e i r  f e t h e r r s  w i i  c h  i  s  8 1 n f  o r r i .  I t ' o r t h
D a k o t a .

- -Cat i -  ervn Asnr : "s



BlograPhy of Carl Asnus
--Catheryn Aemus

I'  
Carl Fred.eneleeh Wllhe1rn Asmus was born ln Germany, $eptenber.the

twenty flfth 1n etghteen hund.red. a.nd elghty, near the town of Hol-
steln.  H1s fa"ther,  Danlel  Asmus, d. lecl  in nlnteen.hundred. th l r teen.
fi lg mothen whose malclen nane was Catherlne Stockflsh le st11l 11v1ng

.d w111 be seventy seven years old. next Decenber.
DanleL Aemus came to Amerlca 1n elghteen hund.red. elghty two. IIe

came to Anerlca 1n ord.er to keep hls sons from the army consorlptlon.
that Germany enforeed.. Gernany at that tfuae requlred. every abLe-bod.1ed.
male clt lzen to serve a eertaln number of yea"rs 1n the army. Thts
11fe was very hard upon the young men. The young man never had. any
pay whleh he eouli l cal] hls own. ff he saved hls money h1s parents
would. take 1t away from hlm. On the other hand, most of the young
men wouli l spend. the money lnstead of savlng lt. They spent 1t because
they flgured" that tomorrow would. never come to them. Danlel Asnus
hlnsel f  served. ln the Prusslan Arny and beca,use of  h ls egcer lence he
reallzed. that hls sons would never amouiit to more than he hlnsel-f un-
less they were al lowed absoLute f reedom fron t tgssvtsst f  .  Thls servlce
occurred. at the tlrae when a man should. be maklng a professlon of hls
own lnstead. of epend.lng lt ln lnvoli-intaFfl senvltude.

trltren Carl- Asmus wa.s about a yea,r a.nd. a, half old., Danlel d"ecld.ed. to
coitne to Amerlca wlth hls wlfe and. three ohl1d.ren, Dora, Henry and.
Car1, x,ly grand.mother, fulrs. Danlel Asnus, states that everythlng went
f lne except that  Car l  caugbt a skln d. lsease and was very cross.  Tbls
was very hard. for grand.rnother but she sald., nThe hard"est pafB nart oS our
lot  fe l l  to us af ter  we got 1n thls country.  n The reason they exper l -
enced. d.lff lcult les was because they could. not spea"k or und"erstand the
Engl lsh language. They were on the ocean seventeen daye before they
arrlved" ln New Yonk.

Whlle ln New Yorh an lncldent of lnterest occurre6.. Wh1le eatlng a
meal the Asmusrs observed.a a couple who wee6 aLso eat lng.  The strangers
were very partleula.r to not eat very much. I{y grandfa.ther then ad.d.resseil
then 1lke thls, trl 'r lends, eat a.1l- you want 1n Anerlca. They charge your
not for what you w eat but for the meal. a fhls remark seeng to show that
people 1n the ttold. Countryn were accustomed to sa.vlng everythlng but
that thls country was a land. of plenty.

Fnom New York they v,'ent to Fond.a., f owa where they went through meny
ha.r i l  t lmes before they got used. to the ways of  th ls country.  Af ter
) . tv lng ln Fonda several  years,  they moved to a farm nea.r  the c1ty.
, Ih l1e l lv lng here Car l  Asnus recelved" h1s elght yea.rs of  school lng.
He ls reputed. to have been e very rnlechlevous boy 1n school .

lsirhen the famlly grew rlcher they ra.lsed cattle. One tlme after
shlpplng a .c.a:?. load of cattle to Chlcago a rea.l ests.te agent knowlng
they--had fi l f{. lt money lnterested tbem so much ln this wond.erful state
of North Dakota of ours that Danlel and- CarI Asmus ca.me to North Da"kota
to see 1f  the a.gentts representat lons were t rue. They found. th ls
ste,te to be full of pronlse end. opportunlty. Aecord.lngly they bought
land. from the D. S. B. Johnston La-nd- Company. Flve to seven dollars
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Blography of Carl Asmus
--Ca,theryn Asmus

an acre was pald. for the 1and.. The 1and. they bought was ln Rosend.al
townshlp, Gr.lBSs County, range 61. Blnford becane thelr nearest trad"lng
polnt. At that t lme there were two general merchandlse stores owned.
by Klnney and. Kanpp. They erected. frane bu11d.1nge 1n the sane yes.r

rrey-cane up, nlneteen hund.red. one. In the followlng year the intlre
.an1ly moved to the state.

The nearest nelghbors of uarl Asnus were And.rew Ramsey, swen
BJornsonr and Hend.r lck 01gen.

fn ord.er to secure lnmlgratlon rates from fowa to Dakota the men
had. to l1ve 1n the car wlth thelr horses and. farm machlnery. In one end
of the car the horsee were load-ed. and the other end was p1ied. fuLl of
machlnerX a.nd. whea.t. The men slept upon the gre-ln. One mornlng Carl
Asmus found. hlnself upon a plow beern. The traln had. been lea.nlig to
one s1d.e so much that he had sllpped. from h1s bed. They hail a silall
stove wlth them anil d.1d. thelr own cooklng when ever the traln stopped.
at a dlvlslon polnt. At these places they a.Iso bought frult a,na bi'o-v1slons. The trlp took flve d.a.ys. They traveled. upon three rallfrays;
the Northern Pacl f lc ,  the I r11nols central ,  and. the N. and. St.  L.  Be-
ceuse,of  poor ral l road facl11t1es LIr .  Asmus was eompel led.  to brow beat
an of f lc la. l  1n ord,er to secure water for  thelr  stock.

Nothlng of unusual lnterest occurred. except that ln March of the
second. wlnter 1n North Dakota a.  bad snowetorm took p1ace. Not belng
used' to such bllzza.rd.s they tled. a strlng from the house to the barn.
Thls lncld.ent often makes them le.ugh whenever they thlnk of 1t now.
Carl  Asmus marr led Roeette Adr lan at  her fatherrs hone on the twenty-
elghth d.a.y of Novenber ln the year of nlneteen hundred. seven. The
descend.antrs names are Herman, Edlthr &hd. Catheryn Asmue. Thelr" a.d"d.ress-
es are the same ae thelr  fatherts whlch ls Blnford. ,  North De.kota.
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i r r$n  n( }u . l i$  fp r i r ;4  i , l : *  r i , i s i i sF  i .na tnr i r l .  a i '  f i&V l r ; i ;  X t .  . ' i ' nsy  x3r*n t  l t  hec l " r i sg
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