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PIONEER BIOGRAPRY
Carl Asmus

Carl Fredereiech Wilhelm Asmus was born in Germanv, September
the twenty fifth in eighteen hundred and eightyv, near the town o
Holstein. His father, Daniel Asmus, died in nineteen hundred trirteen.
His mother whose maiden name was Catherine Stockfish is gtill living
and will be seventy seven vears old next December.

Daniel Asmus came to America in eighteen hundred eishtvy two. Ve
came to America in order to keep his sons from the army consorlntlon,
that Germany enforced. Germany at that time required every able-bodied
male citizen to serve a certain number of years in the army. This
life was very hard upon the young man. The young man never had any
pay which he could call his own. TIf he saved his money his parents
would take 1t away from him. On the other hand, most of the young men
would spend the monev instead of saving it. Tbev spent 1t because
they figured that tomorrow would never come to them. Daniel Asmus
himself served in the Prussian army and because of his experience he
realized that his sons would never amount to more than ne himself un-
less they were allowed sbsolute freedom from "service. This service
oceurred at the tlme when a man should be making a DrofeSQ1on of his
own 1nq+eaﬂ of srending it in involuntary servitude.

"hen Carl ASMuq was zbout a vear and a half old, Daniel decided
to come to America with hie wife and three children, ﬂora Henry and
Carl. My grandmother, Yrs.. Daniel Asmus, states tnet everytb1ﬂg went
fine excebt that Carl caught a skin 419eaqe and was very cross. This
was very hard for grandmother but she said, "the hardsst part of our
lot fell to us after we got in this countrv. The reason they ex-—
perienced difficulties was because they could not speak or understand
the English langnace. They were on the ocean seventeen days bafore
they arrived in Wew York.

While in New York an incident of interest occurred. While eating
a meal the Asmus's observ=7 a couple who were also eating. The
strangers were very particular to not eat very much. My grandfather
then addressed them like this, "PFriends, eat 2ll you want in America.
They charge you, not for what you eat but for the meal." This remark
seems to show that people in the "old country" were accustomed to
seving everything but that this country wes a land of plenty.

From New York they went to Fonda, Towa where they went through
many hard timees before they got used to the ways of this country. After
living in Fonda several years, they moved to a farm near the citv.
While living here Oarl Asmus received his eight years of schooling.

He is reputed to have been a vervy mischievous bov in school.

When the family grew ricrer they raised cattle. One time after
shipping a car load of cattle to Chicago a real estate agent knowing
they had money interested them so much in his wonderful state of Yorth
Dakota of ours that Daniel and Carl Asmus came to North Dakota to see
if the agent's representations were true. They found this state to be
full of promise and opportunity. Accordingly they bought land from
the ©. 8. B. Johnston lLaznd Company. Five to seven dollars an acre was
vaid for tbe land. The land they bousht was in Rosendahl township,
Grigzs County, range 81. Binford became their nearest trading 901nt
At that time there were two general merchandise stores owned by Xinney
eand ¥napp. They erected frame buildings in the same year they came up,
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Carl Asmus (continued¥

nineteen hundred one. Tn the follow'ng year the entire family moved
to the state. :

The nearest neighbors of Carl Asmus were Andrew Ramsey, Swen
Bjornson, and Hendrick Olsen.

In order to secure immigration rates fron Towa to Dakota the men
had to 1live in the car with their horses and farm machinery. In one
end of the car the horses were loaded and the other end was niled full
of machinery and wheat. The men slept upon the grain. One morning
Carl Asmus found himself upon a plow beam. The train had been leaning
to one side so much that he had slipped from his bed. They had a
small stove with them and did their own cooking whenever the train
stopped at a division point. At these places theyv also bought fruit
and provisions. The trip took five days. They traveled upon three
railways; the Northern Pacific, the Illinois Central and the N. and
St. L. Because of poor railroad facilities r. Asmus was compelled to
prow beat an official in order to secure water for their stock.

Nothing of unusual interest occurred except thet in Yarch of the
second winter in North Dakota a bad snowstorm took place. Not being
used to such blizzards they tied & strineg from the house to the barn.
This inciient often makes them laugch whenever they think of it now.

Carl Asmus married Fosette Adrian at her father's home on the
twenty-eight day of November in 7= year of nineteen hundred seven.
The descendants' names are Herman, 7iith and Catheryn Asmus. Their
addresses are the same as their father's which is Binford, North
Dakota.

--Catheryn Asmus
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Bilography of Carl Asmus
--Catheryn Asmus

j :
Carl Fredereiech Wilhelm Asmus was born in Germany, September the
twenty fifth in eighteen hundred and eighty, near the town of Hol-
stein. His father, Daniel Asmus, died in ninteen hundred thirteen.
Hig mother whose maiden name wgs Catherine Stockfish is still 1living

‘d will be seventy seven years old next December.
- Daniel Asmus came to America in eighteen hundred eighty two. He
came to America in order to keep his sons from the army conscriptilon.
that Germany enforced. Germeny at that time required every able-bodied
male clitizen to serve s certslin number of years in the army. This
life was very herd upon the young men. The young man never had any
pay which he could call his own. If he saved his money his parents
would take it away from him. On the other hand, most of the young
men would spend the money instead of saving it. They spent it because
they figured that tomorrow would never come to them. Daniel Asmus
himself served in the Prussian Army and because of hils experience he
reslized that his sons would never amount to more than he himself un-
less they were allowed sgbsolute freedom from "service™. This service
occurred at the time when a man should be making s profession of his
own instead of spending it in involuntary servitude.

When Carl Asmus was about g year and & helf o0ld, Daniel decided to
come to America with his wife and three children, Dora, Henry and
Carl, Iy grandmother, lirs. Daniel Asmus, states that everything went
fine except that Carl caught a skin disease and was very cross. Thils
was very herd for grandmother but she sald, "The hardest pabr part of our
lot fell to us after we got in this country.® The reason they experi-
enced difficulties was because they could not spesk or understand the
English language. They were on the ocean seventeen days before they
arrived in New York.

While in New York an incldent of interest occurred. While eating =
meal the Asmus's observedn a couple who weed also eating. The strangers
were very particular to not eat very much. My grandfsther then addressed
them like this, "Friends, eat a2ll you want in America. They charge you,
not for what you w eat but for the meal." This remark seems to show that
people in the "old Country" were accustomed to saving everything but
that this country was a land of plenty.

From New York they went to Fonda, Iowa where they went through many
hard times before they got used to the ways of this country. After
iving in Fonda several years, they moved to a farm near the city.

Jhile 1living here Carl Asmus received his eight years of schooling.
He 1s reputed to hsve been o very mischievous boy in school.

When the family grew richer they rsised cattle. One time sfter
shipping a cer load of cattle to Chicago & real estate agent knowing
they-had fHZL money interested them so much in this wonderful state
of North Dakots of ours that Daniel and Carl Asmus came to North Daskota
to see 1f the sgent's representations were true. They found this
stete to be full of promise and opportunity. Accordingly they bought
land from the D. S. B. Johnston Land Company. Five to seven dollars



Biogrephy of Carl Asmus
--Cetheryn Asmus

an acre was pald for the lsnd. The land they bought was in Rosendal
township, Griggs County, range 6l1. Binford becsme their nesrest trading
polnt. At that time there were two genersl merchandise stores owned
by Kinney and Kanpp. They erected frame buildings in the ssme year

ey came up, nineteen hundred one. In the following year the entire
=sallly moved to the state.

The nearest neighbors of Yarl Asmus were Andrew Ramsey, Swen
BJornson, and Hendrick Olsen.

In order to secure immigretion rates from Iows to Dakots the men
had to 1live in the car with their horses and farm machinery. In one end
of the car the horses were losded and the other end wes piled full of
mgchinery end wheat. The men slept upon the gresin. One morning Carl
Asmus found himself upon e plow besm. The train had been lesning to
one side so much that he had slipped from his bed. They had a smell
stove with them and did thelr own cooking when ever the trein stopped
al a division point. At these places they also bought fruit snd pro-
visions. The trip took five days. They treveled upon three railways;
the Northern Pacific, the Illinois Centrasl, and the N. and St. L. Be-
cause of poor railrosd facilities Mr. Asmus was compelled to brow beat
an officisl in order to secure water for their stock.

Nothing of unususl interest occurred except that in lMarch of the
second winter in North Daskota a bad snowstorm took place. Not being
used to such blizzaerds they tied a string from the house to the barn.
This incident often makes them lsugh whenever they think of it now.

Carl Asmus married Rosette Adrisn st her father's home on the twenty-
elghth day of November in the year of nineteen hundred seven. The
descendant's names are Hermen, Edith, and Catheryn Asmus. Their address-
es are the same as their father's which is Binford, North Dskots.
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, aaxi Fraéeraieah w&ihalu Agnug Was b@rh in Cermany, %@gtamber thﬁ
twenty fifth in elghteen hundred and eighty, nesr thest of Hole
| - stein, His father, Daniel Asmus, died in nineteen hundred thirteen.
2 4 A' Higs mother whose malden name wae Uatherine HStookfish is stiil living
© % =nd will be seventy seven yeare old next December.
s#Daniel Asmug came to Adwerica in elghteen hundred elghty two, E& \
~csme to Americs in oxder to keep hie sens from the srmy consgription.
that Cermsny enforced., Oermeny a2t thet time requirsd every ablawaadiaﬁ
- male citizen to serve a certain number of years in the ermy.  This
Y -\ 1ife wag very hard upon,the young men. .The young wan nsver hed BNy
‘ " pay which he could ¢all his own. If he gaved his money his psrents
would take it away from him. On the other hand, most of the youny
men would epend the money instead of saving it. They spent it hteauan
_they figured thet tomorrow would never come to them. Danlel jesnis
~ hiwmself served in the Prussien Army 2nd becsuse of his experience he
~realized thel his sons would never zmount to more than hé himself un~
less they were sllowed sbesolute frecdom from "gervice". Thins sérvice
b occurred at the time when & mon should be meking s prof&anian of his
-own instead of spending it in involuntary servi ude.,
#When Carl Asmus wee sbout a yesr and a half old, Daniel decided to
‘ gome 0 Americe with his wife and three ahildran, Dore, Henrg and
Carl, Ny grandmother, Mrs. Daniel Asmug, states that everyt ing went -
fine except thet Carl osught 2 skin disease and was very orass. This
wog very asrd for grapdmother but she said, "The hardest part of our
1ot fell to ue aftér we got in this gountry.". The reeson they EXDPET 1=
. enced difficulties was beoause they could not epeak or understzhd the
Englieh langusge. They wmere on the ocean seventeen daye before ﬁhey
sxrrived in New York.
4/While in Yew York an inoident of interest ocourred. While esting &
meal the Aswus's observed a couple who were also sating., The strangers -
were very particular to not eat very much, My grandfather then asddressed
them like this, *Friends; eat all you want in Ameriecs. They charge you,
not for what you éat but for the meal." This remsrk seems to show that
- people in the "old Country" were accvatomed to saving avtrytatng hu;A
that this country wae s lsnd of plenty. :
| ¢ From New York they went to Fonda, Iowa where they went through meny
= ~° hard times befors they ot used to the ways of thie country., After
ote o 1iving in Fondas several yesrs, they moved to a farm near the city.
While living here Carl Asmus received his eight years of nshooling.

%;4, He is reputed to heye been s very mlsghigvous boy in sobosl.
77 N # whén the family grew richer they raised cattle., One time after zﬁippiag~
L a car losd of cattle to Ghieag& a réal estzte agent kuowling they had

.+ money, interested them so much in thils wonderful- state of Nopth Dakots
- of ourg thet Daniel end Osrl Asmus ocame to Worth Dakote %o 8eg if the
 agenWefepresentations were true, They found this state to be'full of -
; - promise znd opportunity. accordingly they bought lend from the D. S.. Sae
Pt B. Johnston Land Compeny. Filve to seven dollers,an acre was psid for -
‘ - %he land, The land they bought was in Rosendal ‘arnship, Griggs Seunty,
 range 8l.  Dinford becsme their nearest ttﬂ&ing podnts: At thet time.
- there were two genersl mercheandise stores owned by Kinney and Kanpp.
- They srected frame buildinge in the same year they came up, mineteen
hundred one. In tha fallowiﬂg year thﬂ entire t&m&&y mﬁveﬁ to the LA
e ~atate. N
s #«Q%e nearest naigshnzs af fJarl &a&us s&r& Aﬂﬂrew' a&say, 5%@& B;arasaﬁ,
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| Oarl Asaus (continued) -

& In order to secure immigratidn retes from Iows %o Dakots the men hsd
' %o live in -the oar ¥ith their horees snd farx machinery. In one end
- of the car the horses were loaded =nd the other end wae piled dull of -
-+ machluery and wheat. The den slept upen the grain. One morning Gsrl « .
.~ hemud found himself upon a plow besm. ' The train hed been lsaninz to
¥ % one side 80 mugh thet he had slipped from his beds . They had a small -
; stove with them and did their own cooking when ever the train stopped -
at a divieion point. At these plages they also bought fruls end PTO= =
visions, The trip took flve days. They traveled upon three railwaye;
. the Borthern Pacific, the Illinolie Central, and the N, and 8%, L. De~ :
. csuet of poor réllrosd facilities ¥r. Asmus was compelled to brow beat
| ~ sn official in order to secure watex for their stock, ‘ oA R
| ¢ Wofthing ol unususl interest ocourred excepnt thet in ¥arch of the se~
- -eond winter in North Dakota a bad snowstorm took place. Not being
~used to such blizzards, they tied 2 string frow the house to the burn,
- - This incident often makes them laugh whenever they think of it now,
Bo Garl Asmus married Rosette Adrisn at her father's home on the twenty-
. €lghth day of Neveamber im the year of nineteen hundred seven, o
desoendants nameéy are Mlerman, Tdith and Cstheryn Asmus, Thelir address- -
« @88 are the smue se their father's which is Binford, Worth Dakota, =~ -+
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