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. C. F. Bolkan, early ssttler and ploneer of Griggs County, was born
in 1854 néar Trondhjem, Norway., In 1866 he came with his parents to
America where they settled in BHock County, Wisconsin, about 25 miles
south of ladison.

: For nine years they resided here, until Mr. Bolkan moved to Towa

. dwere hls folks had gone a couple of years before. He stayed here five
years, untll 1880 when he came to North Dakota, Besides himself, he had
two compsnions, John Dahl and Ole Hapvick, They travelled by railrcad
to Fargo and then took a steamboat up to Caledonia, a small town one and
& half miles from the Red River. In those days, Caledonia, although
only having a few families, was the county seat of Trail County, rail
Gounty, then, included Griggs and Stecle too.

As there were no branches off the mein railroad running through
Fargo to Bismarck, the three men were forced to walk from Jaledonia to
the S8heyenne Velley, which was their destination. This distance was
about sixty miles,

" The country wes thinly settled all over and con this eide of what
ls now Portland, there were practieally no inlabitante. .In one instancs,
the men passed the last settler's shanty about noon and were forced to
gleep out on the prairies, 1t was the last part of April and the ground
was wet and slushy for there had just been a fierce snow storm., Beasides,
they had no blankets or overcoates, so altogether they spent a very dis-
agreeable night, The mext morning they set out on foot again and reached
the hills of the Sheyenne Valley at about the place where the Arneson
home east of Finley now is, However, they did not believe that they had
reached The Sheyenne fiver, for they had besn told that the country was
very hilly and also thet the timber was very thick., They soon met two
men, though, and they were informed that they had reached their degti=
nation and that they were only one mile and a2 half from lr, Cpheim's
claim, he being the first settler in the S8heysnne Valley.

The next thing these men did was to take out claims, 0Of course,
the land was not surveyed go the only way by which they could have the
land was to stay and live on it. All three of the men decided to stay
and Mr, Bolkan took cut his claim on Section 34 in Washburn Township or
on the place where Chester Piatt now has his farm., 1In 1881 the land was
surveyed and the claims officially recorded so after a couple of years
the land was provéd and ilr, Bolkan went out working during the summery
-»nd fall months, As there was very little wopk to be obtained around
..ere, he went to farms around Valley City and Casselton. p

In 16884 lir, Bolkan was mgrried to Pauline 8pelde, one of the first
schoolteachers around here. They have had nine sons, all of whom are
living except one. They are: Rudolph, Freeman, Edwin, George, Alfred,
Albert, Carl, and Peter, -

The Bolkan family lived in severgl places Before moving into the
clty of Cooperstown where they still reside., They came in here in 1907,
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AjLo % of pioneer days by C. P. Bolkan
,:i to lMrs. Clakee Jackson.

When the river éllay east of Cooperstown was first settled this
was a part of Trailli Co. In Jan. or Feb. 1881 the territorial legislature
get apart about the ‘wegtern half of this county and called 1t Griggs Co.
in honer of a Red River steamboat captain but it wes not organized tmtil
the summer of 1882.At that tims it included the pressut Stesle Co. Epxfaidk

By fall in 1881 there wers 6 or 7 femilies in the neighborheod who
had children they wished could have a little schooling during the winter.
But am there was no school organization nor teachers available they agreed
among themselves to offsr me the job. Though I was not prepared for a
teacher I was glad to get a chance tc earn my living and a little more for
a while and accepted their cffer and conducted what they callsd a school
through Jan. Peb. and Mar. of 1882, Eeing that John Qualey kad the biggest
house , a twe-gtory log cabin I thinkl4¥lé fset with a lean to cn one side .
That side building was us2d as a schoel house., As I kept no record of
anytning I cannot give you exact information but I think there were about
15 pupils and they came from th~ Opheim and Hohnson families on Secl?
Township (Yashburn) 146 R. 58.; the Arnescn and lMonson(Stedle Co. )
families,®sc. 6,T7. 146,8. 537; John Qualey(Pomness) Ssc.36,T.147,R. 58;
Iver Seim( Stesle Qo )Sec 30,T. 147,7 57. There was an Olson family a
little further north but I can not remembér whether or not any one from
there attended.

T boarded about 2 wesks with each fambly and the nextf
gsummer they did a little breaking for me as pay. My memory ie so faulty
that T cannot remembar all names and many have disappeared in one way
or ancther, but thsre are a few left here such as Nels Armeson and it
may be that his two sisters Hrs Ella bergstrom and lMrs Anna lic Derniot
now of Cooperstownalsc attended. I am not sure that John Johnson was one

of them,but I think his twe younger brothers Bernard and Carl werse.
Yels Qualey,Albert Monson,iirs. Albert lionscn,a Qualey girl, and lary Seilun,
now lirs Andrew Dahlin of Binford and Nels Opheim wers in the bunch.

Afier Griges Co. was crganized about midsummer '82 there was
a school district fermed in the Mardell neighborhcod that fall and the
following winter $le Serungard taught school in the log cabin fow standing
on the Oourt House grounds)aitar the Opheim family had btuilt their fraue
house.

think the first school house in Washburn was built in '84

on or near the old Mardelil town sits a few rods south of ths present
Nels Arneson house This was used for church meotiugs and other| gatherings
for many years. Ona of the early traveling preachers I rewsuwber hsaring
was & Pev. Lundeby at the homs of John Torfin on what is new & Usland
farm L ory mile south of the bridge school house. This man travedsd
up and down ths river couniru for several years but mads his permanent
home in S. W, Nelson Co. where he died in *the late nineties. Thave were
one or tho preachsrs from ths Coose Piver se*'liomen® Wi visited the
early Criggs settlsment,but as wy memory fails me so sadly ,I havs no pame
for them.

I cannot givs you any information about Lars Ulven as I did not
kpow him and only saw him when I helped take care of him 1 or 2 nights
when he was sick and deleriocus a short time before he disd. It had been
decided in some way to bury nim at ths Opheim place and I supposc this was
an agrosment between his sister and the Opheims and it may be that NelsOpheim
gﬁurd somsthing about him that I didn't but I thought he wculd be between
O and 40.,
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As the pioneer trail fron the east led rigit to Opheims house and every=
body called thets I thind ¥sls Ophedm,being much younger and probaply uas
i a better mwemeory than I ,could give you a littles information about those
// early preachers and their doinge.The Cphein homs is about 2 mile dus morth
v of Mardsll

There was not a great variety of auusement the first yesars. As horses
ware searcs and no roads, most of the wen made skiisaftsr the first bad
snowstorm in Jan 1881 and they were used a grsat deal for several winters.
I recall one nice Sunday we gathored at the Iver Seim place and spent

the aftsrnoon at the hill where we could have long smooth slides cr as
stesp and rough as any one darsd to use them., At this time thers were 1l
pairs of skiis and ssveral men and boys without,and the skiis wers busy
all the time,and when anyonr wanted *o rest he could just watch the others
glide and fall and that was just as much fun as sliding . Some times there
waredancing parties put on in the crowded cabins with always coffee,lunch ,
and it aiso was a common practice to distribute a little alcohol or other
hard liquor,which was appreciated bumest of *the men at that tiume.
Then when a preacher came along they would ge and listen to him, so they
got along just as well as they do now.

Boing as Nels Ophein has lived in Washburn since 1879 until new he could
probably give you a little better detailed. infcormetion. I moved away
from there in 1902.

312,7%h 8% 8. , Fargo

P.S. Nr 6pheim now resides just east of the Tiret Luiheran Parsousgs i
Oooparstown.
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