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ft wa.s wlth a slnklng heart a.nd- wlth a s1lght feellng of resentment
ni lngled. wi th cur loel ty that  I  began my work on thls ploneer story.  f  ap-
proached. my pioneer somewhet wlth awe for an 1nd"1v1d"ual who had. endured.
all these hard.shlps, all the lnconvenlences coupled wlth the probabll lty
of  never seelng ones own people a.galn,  surely d.emands the hlghest respeet
and. eonsld.eratlon we, as a present generatlon, can sho\il thern. AlL we need
to d.o is but to glance around our communlty to see what they have a.c-
coinp11shed". It remalns wlth us to prove what we can d.o to match out
lntel lect  as wel l  as a.b1l1t les wl th thelrs to show what we can aecompl lsh.

The contenig tha.t follow express but ln a meagre way what thls worthy
cltlzen has end.ured., has accoropllshed., and. has acqulred. d"urlng h1s stay
ln our state,  North Dakota.

i ltr. 01e Bolkan was born on Janua.ry 18th, 1849, trt $tor0alen, Northern
TronhJem, Norwa"y.  Hls motherrs name was Annle [ Iyr ,  h1s grand.motherrs on
the motherrs s ld.e was also Annle i i lyr ,  but  the grand.fatherrs name has been
forgotten. } ' l r .  Bolkanrs fa. therts na,me was Peter Bolkan. Hls grand"fatherts
naioe on the father 's s ld.e was Chrlstopher Bolkan a"nd" hls grand.motherrs
name was &ioI11e Boiken.

Mr.  Bolkanrs father hear lng glowlng reports of  Amerlca about what
had been accomnllshed. and. mlght be aecompllshed., d.eclded. thet the famlly
could better 1tse1f by taklng passage for th ls glor lous country.  Ha.rd.-
shlps were end.ured. 1n Norwp-y a1so, therefore LIr. Bolkan together wlth
hts father,  h ls mother,  and hls three brothers,  Chr lstopher,  Mart lnr  &Rd.
Gustav,  axd. hls s lster,  Anna Petr lns,  sa" l led for  the Unl ted States ln 1866.
The whole fa.rnlly settled 1n OrfordvlLle, Wlsconsln, and. l lved" there for
seven years.  Thlnklng they could.  bet ter themselves, the fam1Ly moved. to
Iowa, and there they bought lanit ln Worth County, Northwood., Iowa.

nlr .  Bolkan recelved. lnterest lng reports about North Dakota through
hls brother,  Chr lstopher,  who came here 1n Apr11, 1880. Belng enthused
over thls lnformatlon of North Dakota he d.ecld.ed. to come out and get
lanil.. 0n October lst, 1880, MF. Bolkan cane to Fargo havlng d.rlven there
wlth horses, two colts and. one older team and" ln a covered. wagon. He
had then d.rlven from Davenport, Iowa, coverlng a d.lsta.nce of ?O0 rnlIes.
Findlng employment he hlred out at the Dalrymple ranch near Casselton
fof S7O.OO per roonth wlth 2 horses and. hlmself a.nd- worked. there unt11
l t  f roze up. 0n November 14th he then started. out for  th ls loeal l ty
where hls brother,  Chr lstopher,  a l ready was 11v1ng. After some d.ebat lng
;  "  to whleh plece of  1and. to nsquatt t  on he sett led.  1n Sect lon two on the
rrortheast quarteF as hls homestead, and the southwest quarter he took
as h1s tree cIa1m. Thls was 1n Sverdrup townshlp l-45, Range 58 west.
IIe d.1d. no bulldlng that fa1l but only cut logs for a aabln. l le left
here for Val1ey Clty agaln drlvlng wlth a team and wagon where on Dec-
ember 24th he went by ra.l1 to fowa where he was narrled on New Yearrs
Day to ldary Everts of that sta-te. She was only 19 years o1d when mar-
r ied.  and certalnly l t  took a brave heart  to go out ln the wl ld.erness
knolvlng nothlng of whet the future hed. 1n store, but golng bllnd.ly lnto
hard-shlps and. d.lff lcult les, but hers was an unfl lnchlng nature and she
showed. no hesltance ln her und.ertaklng. ItIr. Bolkan ca.rne ba,ck 1n the sprlng
by rallroad. to Va11ey C1ty, iv1rs. Bolkan remalnlng wlth h1s parents for
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two months after he had. left waltlng unt1l the cabln wag ready.

At th ls t lme the mal l  for  th ls 1oca1l ty was taken from Val ley Cl ty
whlch wa"s the nearest rallroe.d statlon, bX a mal1 carrler wlth team and.
buggy to the Lee Post Off lce 15 m1les f rom Mr.  Bolkanrs c la lm, so 1t  was
nct unconmon for the ploneers not to get mall for weeks and. weeks at &
tlme. Therefore ]uir. Bolkan d.1d. not recelve the letter from &lrs. Bolkan
te1llng she would. ary1ve a t a certaln tlme. BelqllCered. and alarmed
fearlng there mlght have been an accld.ent, yet d.etermlned. to go of,r sile
acted on her own accord. ,  and. hlred a man to take her to [ t r .  Bolkanrs
c1a1m. Travellng then was by mee.ns of a- mere trall, not a hlghway, so
lt 1s l ltt le wond.er when they approached" a fork 1n the road. they knew
not whlch one to take. To majce matters vrorse the dr lver d-eclded. he must
return home, After due d.el lberat lon,  Iv l rs.  Bolkan chose one tra1l  whleh
eventual ly took her to an ecqualntence of  n l r .  Bolkanrs who d. l rectei i .  her
accord.lngly. Imagtne lr; ir. Bolkants surprlse and. Joy when cornlng ln the
evenlng from haying a"nd flndlng her alread"y establlshed. ln thelr l- ltt le
1og cabln.

i , I r .  Bolkan sold hls old-er horses short lX af ter  comlng here,  so he
had olly the younger team left together wlth one breaklng-plow brought
from fowa. Wlth th ls equlpnent he brok.e the land. for  h ls ?trst  yeai ts
crop whlch he seed.ed by hand.. He "broke land. for 10 a.cres of oats a.nd. b
8.cres of wheat whtch when harvest came he cut wlth a crad.le. When we
reallze tnat one able man could. la.}I only four a.cres of wheat ln one landr
day 1n long even swaths,  we can wel l  appreclate whe.t  th ls und.ertaklng n
meant to cut a total of 15 acres. The graln had- to be bound. by hand.l
whl.ch he c1ld by twlstlng end-s of graln together maklng a. tempora.ry knot,
suf f lc lent ly strong to hold.  a good. p-mount of  gra- ln,  af terwar i is pl ic lng
lt ln shocks a.nd. after that lt was stacked aslr.rlvas the customf ln Norway.

Fortunately a staanger ca,r$e lnto the v lc ln l ty wl th a l l t t le threshlng
I1g, crosslng at  Slbleyrs Crosslng and threshlng any graln ploneers mlght-
have._ Although }ltr. Bol,kan was not at horae at thls t1me, he ha,vlng gone
out for  fa l l rs work,  y€t  h ls wl fe managed" l t  a l l  very ab1y, a_nd. as a
resul t  he was 1?O bushels of  oats and. 7O bushels of  wheat r loher.  None
of thls graln was so1d. for the wheat was kept both.:rfor seed. and to be
ground. lnto flour, the oats had. not been threshed., bu! was fed. to the
horses 1n the bund.le form. The bund.les havlng to De chopned. out of the
snow and lce wlth &rr ax. I{1s wheat he took to Valley Clty to be ground
lnto flour. Cash charges were not common then, but the mfllers would.
,a.ke every elghth bushel of wheat for payment. $ureIy thls custom must
have been brought here by our lnmlgrants, for 1t 1s agaln the old. country
method..

There was also a n111 at Portlanf North Da"kota, where Mr. Bolkan
had- wheat ground., but he sald. 1t was a queetlon as to whlch one managed
to glvg h1m back the least, ln other word"s, who nut the most 1n h1s own
bln. Tb.e wlnter of 1880-1881 s&w a very heavy snow whlch remalned. untl l
Apr1l 14th before any neltlng took place. The snow was so hard. that lt
carrled. even the welght of horses. fhe wlnter of 1881-L888 saw eJl early
snow but 1t  lef t  agaln before Chr lstmas.
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i!{r. Bolkan bought hls supplles whlch were rather few from Val1ey
C1ty,  but  they always had a" l l -  necessl t les of  l l fe.

The 1og eabln whlch he bulLt tn the sprlng of 1881 was 18 ft. square,
boastlng- even an upstal?s, whlch meant a pltace for the early ploneer

-lays. Thls served as thelr d.well lng hous-e for many yeers.

In 1882 he broke 20 acres on hls own land. and. by breaklng land. for
other people he nianaged. to eern extra money, not otherwlse to-be had..
In the sprlng of 1882 he bought a seed.er. fhls he hauled. from Hope whlch
y?9 merely a rallroad. statlon then, the rallroad. havlng come therb tn
1992.

In the sumner of the same year he also bought a blnd.er 1n company
rylt l a nelgbbor. Thls machlnery together wlth a harrow gave hls slf--
f lclent worklng tools for some t1me. He grad.ually broke-more land. and.
expand-ed', 1n genenal so lt seemed. but a natten of a f ew years untl l he
had. hls 1and. und.er cu1tlvatlon.

There were four chlld.ren born lnto the fa.mlIy, two who are 11vlng.
Sustavus, lhe oldest,  11vlng now on h{r .  Bolkants horaestead, and- Angel fne,
S"t : -01af Syverson, l lv lng 1n the va1ley near the Sheyenne Rlver about
2 mlLes from the honestead,

&lr. Bolkan d.ld. not experlence the thrl l l  of seelng rfwlldfr fnd.lans,
but he d.1d. see some who trb,veled. back and. forth d.1gg1n[ snake root ,whlch they sold. for roed.lclnal purposes, aleo he sa#-soile who canoed. d.own
Ifrg Sheyenne, whose waters were much larger than now. They tre"veled
between Stand, lng Rock, South Dakota,  to Devl ls La.ke, i , lor th-pafota,  whlch
was a reserva.tlon where the government had. glven thera Iand". However, he
d.1d. see the resul ts of  an interest lng he.ppei lng.  Two Indlan tr lbes who
were enemles had been out huntlng. They met and. lmmed.la"tely a battle
folLowed-. Twenty-e1ght graves mark the pla"ce where thls ha.ppened.. These
graves were very evld.ent when Mr.  Bolkan f l rst  came here.  He oersonal ly
counted- the mound.s, also a half breed $'ho used to be a- trepper, not ta.king
actlve part 1n the battle but ha.d. been statloned" ln s. ravlnb tend.lng hors6s
whl1e the flght was oh, to1d" h1m.

f t  ls  Mr.  Bolka-nrs be11.,  t f rut  * .  can f lnd.  Ind. lan graves on top of
the hl} ls al l  a,1ong the Sheyenne Rlver.  He has seen parts of  skeletons
brought to Cooperstown found. on Martln Ueland.rs fafm, also on the Aare-
-iad farm. fnd"1e.ns brought remalns all the way from'the Red Rlver Vs"l-

ley to be burled. here. Thelr bellef was that the bod.y would- cone to
11f" {Saln. Th}s ylelnlty was consld.ered. a very flne huntlng ground.,
therefore they burled. thelr dead. here, where upon awa.k.enlng [fr[y should.
bu happlly suruound.ed, and. d.ear to the heart of tfre Ind.1anE, huittng
would.  be posslble at  once.

&iuoh to h1s dlsappolntnent he d.1d. not see the buffalo herd-s, so r,luch
spoken of ,  but  he sald that  fur ther west 1n the state s.s wel l  as ln
&iontana they were p1ent1fu1, so much so that people were kll l lng thennefely for  thelr  h1d.es.
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An lndustry 1n whleh a.lmost ever-v i: loneer asslsted., 1nc1ud.lng tri|r.
Solkan,.was plcklng buffe. lo bones, whlch they then sold.  to agents ln
Cooperstown e"nd" they 1n tu-rn shlpped. them to eastern markets to be ground.
up for fer t l I lzer" ,  and to be used. ln sugar ref ln lng.  Thls proved" veryprof l table to many, as the bones were sery abund.ani ,  the eni l re,sketreton

"P91!9 
found- frequently. Mr. Bolkan d-ld. not plck a funeat d.ea1 but recelved"

$8-,oo per tonl,for wlat h_e sold.._ He speak of one, i l [*. aofrnson, rnarrng
8. fortune for these d.ays by merely plcklng buffalo bones. Llr. Bolkan
tgla. o.f a- happenlng_ at thls partlcuie,r t l i le whlch as lntere"tfng ;.na
whlch he knew was also plcklng bones. Unfortunately these bone! were
very dry and lt took nairy mani bones to raake a ton.

Thls partlcula,r nan d.eclded to lmprove upon the method.. gne mornlng
as the farmers-_,lvere comlng lnto town wftn. thelr loads, thls man aleo
was 1n 11ne. trThen 1t came hls turn to welgh hls load., ft was found. that
he had 5 tons, whl1e the others had scarcely one. fh i ly  a l l  were very
much surpr lsed. to hear th ls,  wonder lng how 1t could be posslble.  How-
ever,  he hlmsel f  let  the cat  out of  the bag later on anl t  they found" out
he had. soaked- the bones 1n water

Slbleyrs t ra11 whlch we al l  know after stud.ylng State Hlstory showed.
vgTy pla1n1y-when [ ' i r .  Bolkan came here.  Haul lng-or6v1s1ons from brecken-
"199u 

to DevlLs Lake for the Ind.lans wa,s conmon aia nrs tra-l l was used..
S lb leyrs  c ross lng  1s  about  18  ml les  south  o f  Bo lkanrs  c la lm.  Wf : .en  he
crossed' here the flrst t lme he could. not lmaglne wha-t the hlgh emnant-
ment of d"1rt was for but 1t was the breast w6rks thrown up bf SlblJyrs
ermy when they camped. there over nlght wh1le on thelr way to- f lght tne
Ind.lans along the Sittssourl.

0f  a l l  the ha.rdshlps,a.nd. obstacles met wl th 1n LIr .  Bolkanrs ploneer
9"yg_the dry years f rom 1885 to 1888 were the most ai f r tout t .  F1iral1y
1n 1888 a bumoer crop seemed. to be comlng_agaln,  the future seemed, br ight ,
and hopes for buylng_ more Iand. rrrhlch would Sveniually brlng 

";i;r;r 
lrere

e:q>erlenced- especlal1X'- !o when he had tle opportunliy of 6uyfn[-lanA
ad.Jolnlng h1s own for $ro.oo per acre and pa.y 'a, t  ant  t tme coirvei l tent ,
when all was so.reneouraglng. a hee.vy frost came kriring every spear ofwheat he had so hecid.ld" not-harvest a. kernel. fn those days whbat was
everythlng. -  To make matters worse, one of  h1s two horses ncommlt ted.
sulc ld 'et t  bX hanglng hlmsel f  1n hls-hal ter  whl le he and. the other horsewere helplng ! !9 ng|et tors.  Al l  the rest  put  together dld noC-Oe-gfn to
compare wlth th1s. d.lsappolntment. Then he- sald. ft seemed. he Jusi"fraA to
1,ave up, but somehoTs G-overcane even thls, hu agafn mastered. 1t and. from
then on t lmes were not so bad.

i i i l r .  BoLkants.  stor les were al l  so lnterest lng I  wlsh I  n i lght  te1lthem all but lt would. make thls too lengthy.

However, grad'ualIy t lmes adJusted. themselves and. slowly lmprovementewere mad'e 1n naehlnery. Crops were falr so eventually they couie bu11de- better hone end- bsrn.  Low pr lcee for graln,  ha1i ,  rustr-d.roughts,  and.
1
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k1ll1ng fnosts have all been obst acles net wlth ln 3{r. tsoLkants Llfe,
but he has been brave and kept on.

Unfortunately Mrs. Bolkan passed. away ln 1914 and. slnce that t lne
Ur. 8olkan has d.one llttLe farmlng. Se ls now maklng h1s hone wlth hle

--daughter.

l[r. gbfk,an was lnterested. ln lmprovementg and ed.ucatlon. He was
the flrst menber of the Sohool Board- 0f thls d.lstrlct. 

-*
When seelng and. talklng wlth Mr. Bo1kan one can very eae11y see the

gt:lm cletermlnatlon whleh rnust have been h1s, but whlch hLs now ieft hln
and- lnstead he 1s enJoylng Llfe and nature in a qulet contented. way for
whlch he found. l l tt le t lme whlle ploneerlng.
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' for  l i?$, ' ] ' )  p*r  iesTr th, i r l t l i  l i  i r *g ' r+*n r l l ; r l  r i l :ngrr l i1  , : ! ' r {T,s , } i l i i " t i j  t ,h*re ut t t l
lk  i ror*  u j ) .  1n r r i r t r t ;absf ,  1 .d. th  ixe ' t f i& i ' r  e t* ; : t **  i ru i  inr  t . ' r j .+  i .CI* l i l j " ty
lf l lor8 ni.s ' t ." lvnt[r*r 

1 i i l ]r lFtooht]f, ,  r ' , Ir*ar]y wet l l"vlrT ,r.  Af t ' ; l r  ,r, ] :u# l*Un"t-
Xn6l  ro*  i ; r r  wi r lc i r  l lece of  1pni l  tn  r ts i tu* . i t t  * i : r  i " rs  *e i t1e4 '  t l i  " ,sc t to j i  fxp

. {}n t irc n}r.t tr*r-tst qunrter n* hlg ! i ' l rr€*: l ;sn,:t ,  f frrr1 t i l* *crr,rthw**t rrr*rt,ef
,  is  tSc l lg  t :e  h ls  tTf ls  s l l -q . lm,  T i r t *  t r * , r i  t *  Sver . { rup townxi r t l r  l4*r ,  I i * : r r : .s

i5i, l  w**t, i l t  i l i i l  rrn bull .rt lr" iog i i :r i ' i  f* l l"  brrt *nLf *r,: t  lu:,Ir.  f .rr ' , ,* srjrLn.
i ' { t t  l " ' ;J t  hr* rc  i r r  Vs l }ey t . j i t t  l rgn ln $r1"vt rnq s l t i r  &.  t€** , , r t ,1  of r ,g , l r r ' * , l is rg
'3t ' l  iege"sber i i{ th h* trt*nt by rr*t l  t ,* Io'rs* whqrr* i}e r{&is,*l trrt*e{"axg.\fr lr
Y*nrf f l  i ] ,n v t$ ir$:rf . : ivgr"t* rf  t i ' l r . t  ntetE. ! i l r* F$6 *ri ly I"S y*r:rm aletr
wh*n f i f trtr i .s,J i*nd ssrt#l.rrLy,tt  taryrc t:  ; ]rr,}vs henr* to r: lo *ut i f t  *trr el l*
i lsrR*-s+ krros' lr i ;  t i l thinf *f wh*.t t i l t* fr i&ur* hrrrt 1n utnre, l ; ir t  ; '"eir i , .

'  i rLt: ir* ly lnt+ *r irdshl,"os i ,sr! ;{ i f f  3*ultt*$, bnt h*fg r{&*i * i i  trnf}" in*i:Lltg
ng.*ur* r,{r i i .  s;te $h?weci ne h*g!.t. !r?1*e Ln her unr}*rtnFl.r, l i : .  } .{r* }, : lke:. i  s*rss
tm*' l  t* ths *,qrln* 

' i : i : .  
3*ttO*** t) r, i l , l l ,*y ;] t"gyr .,{si,  **}k*r,:  ;*,*tst6l;1g. . '

j ;*| ,on*;;uui#3ff: 'rnr/ternrntirn 
' f  t*r lre x*rt 1*f,t **1tln,i  xri*5,1 t,q*

t i , l t  
tn l ; r  * l j *e  t 'b{$ xe11 . f * r  t ih ls  }*** i } i l : - - , . r  eas t : rk ,* l ;  f rgr  E* lL8g i : } ty  whtgb
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SIe 3*lktin {contl*uedi #e
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In th* *uxr*er *f, th* &{:,i$B yei,tr i:u nln* b*u;,i.trt *. htnrier tn S*sr$ee,y wtbh
, i . nsldhbor. Tti*rl #:&.Sii i,nexy,tofi*t i; i t i l l th s h,*rr-*qy *i lv*, it l** auff*g*.ent
rr;rklvli{'i;:cl;a f*r 6$i}es 6irss. ?{# gr,trh;x,;ily hroh* }x#r& 3;lRri *ud cxpand+d
llr g*ri*r*l s* l* *ec,tmd but -* ry"at$s{ +f ;r Sd* F'\}*,rc un*ll h.m he* i:ts

_-lr-.in$ r"ind*r *ul tivc;,t f. on.
r -1'lh€;'* #{*.}i} fuur *hl"}r}rer:r bc)rri l irta ti:.Er 11n*5.}"}'r ts* Bho t;rf }1vtrrt i, ,}ue-

trsYus, i i i* *1"dq:*1n }' lvlsry urlu sir ;rr. l i i+3k;,nt* h"9***t**flr $,r:d ;ri lc61.lne,
Y*'*. *L*,{ ' ' lyv*rmun, i lvlr: ir; tn ti lq rr*,I iey .f ieeir f,he qtrey*nri* :t lv.6r ,.,bcut 

'
, i i ffi itri3.1,; Sf*r,n t-l: ', ir$*gStffmt}.

- ""\ i{r, i :*lkrin *[d n+t f ix-piir isn{}s t, i i* t i?vl:"1 r:f '  n*nrrr.{ rdis13.qi*'In,*leni:, trrrt
it* t ltd s*ir *slr*s $tt* t. i 'nTuX,od hsott r,ri i1. fnrth r{i"14ti i,; g*nke rorrtr irrlsh l

. t j ley r t f i l t i  f .+r *qdlaln*} Fi l f , t : r .Jf t11#, f i ln* f i { }  f i . r , r{ . .Fqrrrr f l  rsr"} .$ cs*n*e,* $t}wr.  tbe
:lhrly*itft{f , rxh**o n*.tgrt *stre nuch ).nr6*r thrun n*."r, Th*}'. trmrel*d betssfiIt
, i t*.ndlne f in*k, _ Snr;t lr  lhrko!p; ,  t# i ]*f {}s 1,f i i" , .* 1 irs}rt i i  l }*kCtn , wit l*h !yr.$ *

'  re*r:rYstlq:I l  wi::br*: i i r* 'd*vgrnwsnb hnn; glverr. t t :*.r,  Ic.n,l .  l i*"*e?ar, irg rI l#"'  r]* 'ry th* renultei o{ '  e"}; l ; : ter*ftt t ,ni i  l t f i : t i .reri ir i ' " : .  T'; ld TnS i 'an trN.}*$ p}l '}  wsro
euomieq  hsa j  bee r l  ou$  hun t l ng ,  i ' i ' r oy  r sb  c .n i i  i u l . r €d i , " i 16 ;1o  { '  b ; -L t * . ,  f o l lO red .' trwfinty-cl3;irt  

SfE(vs* ma,rk t ir* i i l i ;* l :  t ir lr tre thl,* \s.ppcr"lei. l .  I i lse* elr:r,TsB
?:ef.*, Y{: '1:y l iVLr: l*r i t  rr i l*n o'!",  i '6}};r yi {"t. fnt sr.:r ie i t$3,;1, i{ i}  tef { inngl.Ly ,gOUAt*d
tit* r, l t luttt t*r raistr n h*ff breeql wh$ u$*i:;  t$ r is s tfr*pptirn rt*t t*ktn; &S-
blV& (}4I$ lrr t irrr ba StlO hut t lr ,{:  

'b{i /"rr1 
* i l  t  tcni*st . l I ;  q f Srrtn,} tr:nri !n, i  l i$f*

i l o . f f ' qn l l rF  g i : e  t1 " :h t  r l nn  Or r l  t 01 { l  } : i $ .
, fTfu 

I r l r ] r  i io lknni r ;  t te l te f  ih* t  t?# o i iv i  I . l . r t r :  Lndlan { r . * ivq[ i  $n to i  r r f  . the'  J ; \ I l "1a * , i . i . ; ,1Ong t rg  ? i ie i I * : . r ;g  i ; : iLy*r r .  r i { :  i i : lqr  e .ss,n i }$r t *  i : f  r i : ie le to i l .S
brr:t i : . : l t l  f i ' ;  Sr:nparatoun f*unr-l  rn crf irt i"r ' j  - i ' f i l"qrurl |  [r j ' f ,r '* ir  $. isr* oi l  t tr* f ts,xs*
#tgd f,r: fr l t .  [nr31r,,r ig bfor.r i lht Tti  i tn l , i i$ "r 1.1 t l ,- ,r. :  "rr1y f '4.1;t;  t*e -: lst! l ' ] ,ver -t ' tn-l*

l *y  tO 
'uu 

i : t . i r i * ' :  hQl{ t "  " f i re t : '  t te l l * i "v11"r ;  l ; : r i t  t t ' :  "h  dy.Wcl i ; ic . i  S$: t *  t0
I l f r  r :gr i i i : .  T i lLs Nl"et i , t  ty  r 'e i :  f rsn* tC?fe*  r .  u i . : 'y  3 ' tne hur : t :1n, ,  ; : j ; f f : . : .nc l r
t ir*r c:f i i ro &i"r, 'n, ir t . l i l .e,r l  trru' i-r l l t  *. t t  hCIfa e erhBytl r}pr;1; nmr:8t";ntr ig ' t i i*y g}rouI"S
be lvr t , : , , i111 '  ourr*udd,edn ar i t i  rJc lo f ,  t * : .  t , i r t  i i6 i : r t  : r i '  t l rer  [ ; :d inn$,  r t r . ]n t lng
Fc ru l *  i r t ' r ' * *m* lh l+  n t  $nc# .

t6usli  t* hlm dX.n*.n6:rrrtnt{ i i{rnt hg rt tC n*t $8fl t tre lrut f  nIo irrg}i ls r $lr r; :rroh
,  $P":kran ,J t ' ,  , . ,u t ;  i r *  g i r ' t *  t i t , ' t  f ' r " t r t l : *T i 'q t t  .  in  t , \ t  t t$ t ,e  f : r f i  toe i . l  ; " ' f i  ln  \'  

Shtrf, ; .rx{*. tJ:*y rtrr* plentlf : t"r}.,  $o r;rt"}96 f i* t , :r, t ,  peonle we}* t:1"}11n:: t , irSs'mer'*1y 
i . . lr

4 *n lndrrFltrf  lr t  wi,t i : i r  u r1fto{:.t ,  #}1/er}, 3;r i .orraec rnglst#d 1 i"nt: i trr] l .r}:r 
": ,of .  i .r I-

k*n i ,  ern*r  i , r1* ! r " ln i *  | ;u f f r ) . t  i : i )11* t {1 ** f r iCh they t .s f : .  c i } l i l  t r :  xS€t i tF In  t } f *p.$t rn*
{+e; t r  ! tn*  br ; 'sy  t r i  t r ; rg i .6 i1 i r r r }s i l  f i i rs rm t '3 'qs$ter f :  i :B?.k* ts  1,s  t }s  gr*ur :*  up
f.m fert1.11 rr 'rr p; lrrJ t* h* ug+:t lrr f ir i ; ."",r* ?*f,Xni*g;, ?hti  t :TAVs{i v.$ry
t}fs:fX"t*eij.r:: td.' rf,{.{ly, }:is i;lln bnxl$f i6{lf{ v*f\r ', *tir.r.}"{ultts ltr..* *ttlfe gkel*t*n

'  umlr : ;  fq t r i id  f re4*e i r tLy.  t ** .  361h- . , '  t i j  n*$ n lch t ,  i : r$3t  ' iEx, l .  T iuS r**.  
$* lver*  i i$ ; i . l , ,  t ls r  tan i ' * r '  shnt  hr ;  s . t l r i ,  ,  . i1& f ipr lg*  i l f  or ig ,  ' 'T ,  J t l rn** l l ,
wa.ir isl, ;" :r,  f , :rturrc fnr t.heel* El, i ;9f i  ?:f n*r*ly ptr*hJ.n;,,r ; ;uf {f iL'} i : '#n*f i ,- t i f"
l j i r r lknn t *1r i  q f  *  hgt : *enl .n i , ' /  r t  t ,n t r .F l l r : , *n i .cr r l " r r  t lm*+ w.r ' tc l ,  ,sq ' l r : t * re* t* ,ng
*nqi 'si?i#ir h* Lnev E** n1*ri *t* l t iR{ i i*ni.n$. t l l l* l*rtg r-rt*1.y t} 're** h5, ' . fs
rygi '* sgry r lry +*l i  t i  t :*k r,*ny i t i tnf r)r lL,}& ?l: 'sr?* 1 $#n,

. '?hl.e'FlP?tlnulrf,  &i l .-r) i lecl#er{ t* t :*:: f*Ys ,tpoR +uhtr r: ,*th*t l* , l f l* : t*rf, . ! I1s
fi ,s bh'* f ,e*:.r 'q#rr* rretre n-*m1.r*g' tn** t,ss?"r r,:1tt tn*1r l+prt irn. tnlB rsnrt ' , : l*.*
s&e Ln l lge,  ? ih€f {  l t  Sr . re  ht f+ t r ; t r i r  t r :  w*r t1*n r r ts  lo ; r r " i ,  '  i t  w:s  f * r : :1 ,*  thst
lre hed S t, l l tqr vr1':13* t l :* *t l trvf s lra'$ +ccrceJ.l ane, *i ' l iey slL Hb.re :r{rrF

. glu*ri  .*rrrFx' l$*,-1 t* ! ' iEcir lhl*, i{*n': i*r l*:t '  l rgp' l t  **l :J.. ' l  be' l*groible. ;{* i lr-
gvi l f  r,hs ;\ . i- .e,reLf l*t ?lt* **.t  , i , , ' i  ,sf ths bf; i{  lqt$,.? *lr tn'f  th*y trt 'an* *ut

_i;e hr:r *ax.Fe* tr;* b*;ae* ltr qsS*:',
r  d* t f , :uyt*  * re1 l "  x t r l * r " ry 'e  i : f  [n*"  s f { i l t r  * !n* .y t r : r , ]  St* t *  iTSe**sy ' .s : r *p"ed

- y*rli *3x;1.n1y eh*)yr 'ir. S.*]ketr G*#tR ]i*r** 1{a*l.ixri ;lrcvlst#nry frcsn s.xas,k&r:',
r l$f6 t* fevl lr '  I ,ske fru ths Tr*tErn- sfr* f ,c$:nqn e-' l t}  bhI.* tr* i l  wrl$ !*tS,*,,
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PIOIJqqR BIOI}RAFI'Y
O.l_ 6 g9lr,r3r'r

I t  was  w i th  a  s ink ing  hea . r t  anc l  w i th  a -  s l i g r : t  f ee l i ng  o f  resen t -
men t  n ln3 ' l ed  w i t r  c r : . r i o -c i t l . ' t ha t  f  begen  n1 r  work  on  th l s  n ioneer  s to r i r "
I  approached.  " r tJ /  Dioneer  g6:1srr . rh8. t  wi th  awe for  an l rd iv idual  wno ha{ i
endured  a l l  t hese  ha r r i  sh i - I , s ,  a1 l  t ne  i nconven iences  c , t r rn le : l  w i tn  the
p robab i l i t y  o f  neve r  see ing  cnes  own  peon le  aga in ,  su . re l1 r  d .e i ran r l s  t he
n l g h e s t  r e s p e c t  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t ? e r  r s  a  p r e s e n t  n e n e r n t i c n ,  c & n
si - -ovr  tner"n '  A11 we neeC tc  Co is  b ' - r - t  to  r lance aror . rnC orr . r  co ' rnnr :n1t : r  to
see  wha t  t hey  have  accon"o l i s l red .  T t  re :na ins  w i th  i t s  t c  n rove  wha . t  we
c a r i  d o  t o  . n e t c h  o r : t  i n t e - " 1 - l  e c t  a . s  w e l l .  e s  a b 1 1 1 t i e s  w l t h  t i : e i r s  t o  , s h c w
vrha t iry e can a"c c onr:1i sh .

The  con ten ts  t f r i t  f o11ov  exp ress  bu t  i n  a  :neagre  r rav  r , - rha t  t h i s
wor th . r r  c i t l zen  hes  end ' ' r red ,  has  acco rnp l l shed" ,  and  has  acgu i rec j  r1 r : r i ng
n i e  s t a v  i n  o u r  B t a t e ,  N o r t h  D a k o t a .

" r .  01e  Bc l kan  was  bo rn  cn  Jenuar -v  1u ,  1849 ,  i n  S to rda len ,  i : i o r v , ra1 r ,
l d o r t h e r n  T r o n h j e ' n .  I J l s  r n o t h e r r s  n a n e  r v a s  A n n i e  i i y r ,  h i s  s r a n d " r o t h e r r s
na"n l  on  the  ' no the r tB  s ide  v , r  s  a l so  Ann ie  l f y r r  b r r t  t he  q ranc i f ' a the r t  s
n 8 n e  h r : s  b e e n  f o r g c l t t e n .  ' ' r .  B o l k a n t  s  f a t h e r t  s  n a n e  w a s  F e t e r  B o l l r a n .r i  s  c .?A?r4 fq f  i - e r r  g  nA , le  On  t f  e  f r t he f  t , s  s j_ , l e  was  C l i r l _S tonher  BO l r ra r  anc l5 - - ' -  

' r  \ ) - , -  r v  v t ( J a l  V r r a l o  -

h L s  q l a n d ' n o t h e r f  s  n a . , e  w e s  ' ' o 1 1 i e  B o l k a r .
- ' r .  B o l k a l  I  s  f e t h e r  h e a r i n g  g l o w : t  n a  r e - o r t s  o f  A r n e r i c a  a b o u t  w h a t

h a d  b e e n  a c c o n p l i s h e d  a n d  . , i g h t  h e  a c e o n p l i s h e d . ,  r i e c i r l e r i  t h a t  t h e
f a n l l v  c o u l c 1  b e t t e r  i t s e l f  b : r  t a k r n g  p a s s a g e  f o r  t l i e  g l o r i o ' - r s  c o . r n t r . ' .L "a rdsh lps  were  en .d ' ' r r ed  i n  [ o rwar r  a1so ,  t . he re fo re  1 f r .  Bo l r ran  toe :e the r
w i t n  h i s  f a t h e r ,  h i s ' n o t h e r ,  a n c i  h i s  t h r e e  b r o t h e r s ,  C h r i s t c n h e r ,' r a . r t i n ,  a n d .  G r r s t a v  r  a n C  h r  s  s i  s t e r ,  A n n a  P e t r i n e ,  s a i l e r i  f  o r  t h e  r 1 n l t e C
S t a t e s  1 n  1 r e 3 .  T n e  w h c l e  f a ' ^ r i l v  s e t t . L e d  i n  n r f o r d v i l l e ,  ' V l s c o n s i n ,
a n d  l i v e d  t h 6 3 s  f  c r  s e v e n  y e a r s .  T h  j . n ' ' i n g  t n e v  c o r : l . i  D e t t e r  t h e r n s e l t r e s  ,
t ne  fanL  l r '  - noved  to  Towa ,  anC the re  t ,  e1 , '  bo r :gh t  l and  rn  , {o r t t  Coun t l r ,
a T n r l  h w a n A  T  a " ' a:  U J -  t ,  l - W U U U  r  J .  U ' i r a .

l 1 r .  Bo l l t an  rece i ve i j  i n te res t i r ' : :  r epo r t s  aoo r r t  l i c r t h  Da '<o ta  t f i r o r rgh
h i  s  b ro the r ,  Ch r i  s topher ,  whc  ca rne  he re  i n  A 'o r i  1  18UO .  Be ing  en th ' r s  e rJ
ove r  t h i  s  i n fo rna t l rn  o f  l i o r th  Da '<o ta  he  dec i r i eC  to  coy l l e  ou t  and  l e t
l a n d .  O n  O c t o b e r  1 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  t { r .  B o l k a n  c a l l e  t r  F a r q o  h a v i n s  r i r i v e r ' ,  t h e r e' " v i t h  h o r s e t r ,  t v i c  c c i t s  a n o  o n e  o l d e r  t e a  l - " " 4  i ; - [ - " o u ; ; ; A  ; ; * ; ; .  r " r €
nad  then  d r l ven  f ' r on  Da . ' enpor t ,  f cwa ,  ccve r ing  a  C is tance  o f  ?Or )  n l - l - es .
! ' i  n ' t i  nc a"nn]  ny7v1gpf ,  he n i  red-  out  * t  t re  Dal ryrnple ra.nch D€F;r  Casse!  t .3rv  L y L v

f o r  I 70 .OA pe r ' : , r on th  w i th  ?  i : o rses  and  h f r .ns61 i  and  worked  the re  t rn t i - 1
i _ t  f r o z e ' . " 1 p .  l n . l T o v e ' n b e r  1 4  h e  t h e n  s t a r t e d .  o ' - : t  f c r  t h i s  l o c e l i t y
w h e r e  h i s  o r o t h e r ,  C h r i . q t o p h e r ,  a l r e a d J ' w e s  l i v 1 n s .  A f i e r  s o n e  d e -
D a t i n p j  a . s  t o  w n i c h  p i e e e  o f ,  l a n , J  t o  i l s o u a t i l  o n  h e  s e t t l e C  i n  S e c t i o n
two  on  t r : e  no r theas t  oua r te r  a  s  h : i  s  hones tea i i ,  and .  t he  sou th r , res t
c r t ra r te r  he  took  a ,s  h i  s  t ree  c l "a i ' r i ,  Th i s  was  i n  SVerd r . r rp  tOv lns l " i n  14S ,U V-ange  

5U wes t .  l 1e  d id  no  b r - r i l d . i ng  tha t  t a1 l  b r r t  on l y  cu t  l ogs  f i r  a
c a b i . n .  q e  l e f t  h e r e  f o r  V a l l e l r  C i t y  e g a i n  r l r i v i n E  w i t h  a  t e a n  a n d
v ra€ ;on  Y rne re  on  Decenber  24  he  u ren t  b r r  ra l l  t o  f oy ' , a , : / he re  he  was  * l a r r i ec l
on  l i ew  Year t s  Day  to  l f a ry  Eve : rnq  o f  t ha t  s ta te .  $he  was  on l1 r  1 .9  yea rs
o ld  w .hen  n ra r r i ed  anC ce r ta in l y  i t  t r o ' , i  a  b rave  hea r t  t o  go  o i r t  i n  t he
wl ] -derness knowin: i  ncth ing of  wl :a t  the fu t r re  har l  in  s torc  r l r r r r  c , r . , '
h r  i  n r ' r  r r  i  r * n  I l l . i : ^ ; ' : : '  : - . *  : i " : . ' ' : . : - , : : : ^ ' " , : - i i " - ' . i ' l  : l  

D  u v r E i  '  L / r r  L  H r  L l ' r t r
v ! r1 r \ . r r -dv  r  r i  rJu  harC sh ips  ar td  d i f  f  i c ' : ' l , t i es ,  b r ; . t  hers  wa.g  a_n un f '1  incn i : rs
n a . t t t . r e  a n d  e h e  s h o w e d  n o  h e s l t a r . c e  i n  h e r  u n d e r t e l r r n q .  l { r .  B o l k a n
ea l le  back  in  th .e  s t r r ing  hJr  re l l roe .d  to  Va11ey C i t , r / ,  i l r s .  Bo l - l ran  re -
n a i n t n E  i ' r i t h  h i s  r : a r e n t s  t ' c r  t w c  n o n t h s  a f t e r  h e  h a d  " l  r o f  *  r r r r n i  t i n o

+

?
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r . t 'n t i l  the cabin was rea.C1.r
A t  t h i s  l l r n €  t h e ' a a i 1  f o r  t l i s  l o c a l i t - : r  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  V a l 1 e y'a i  t r r  m i l i  ̂ h  -?g  the  nea re  s t  ra i l r oa r i  s ta t l on  b l r  a  na i l  ca r r i e r  w i t j :I I L

t e a i ' t  a n d  b r r : i v  t o  t n e  T , c e  P c s t  O f f i c e  1 5  ' n i l - e s  f r o n  r t r .  B c l k a n r s

" i * i " , ' " * o - i t ' i , t u * - " o t ' , r i J i n " n o n  
f o r  t h e  p i o n e e r s  n o t  t o  g e t  r n a i r  f  o r

weeks  and  v reeks  a . t  a  t i ' r e .  The re fo re  l ' { r .  Bo l kan  d id  no t  rece l ve  the
I e t t e r  f r o n  i r r s .  B o l k a n  t e l l i n g  s h e  w o r - r . l d  a r r i v e  a t  a  c e r t a i n  t i n e .
Bew l lde red  and  a la r r l r ed  fea r ing  the re  ' r r i gh t  have  been  En  acc i r i e r r t ,  . ' r e t
de te rn ined  to  go  on ,  she  ac ted  o r  he r  o ' , i i n  a -eec rC ,  anC h i red  a  f l an  to
ta r<e  ne r  un  to  1 r r .  Bc l l r an t  s  e1 i ' i ' i .  T rave - ] - t ne l  t hen  was  bv  . : i eans  c f  a' l e re  t ra i l ,  no t  &  h iehway ,  sc  1 t  i s  l 1 t t 1e  w6nr1e r  when  tne l /  ap t - - , roae t - :e r i
a  f  o rk  i n  t he  roa r j  t : ey  r rne tT  no t  wh ich  one  to  take .  Tc  na l re  . "na t te rs
w o r s e  t h e ' l r i l r e r  d . e e j C e d  h e , r , , ' r s t  r e t ' l r n  h o n l e .  A f t e r  d u e  ^ l e l 1 b e : r a t l a n
l l r e -  Bc l kan  ch "se  one  t ra11  Y , , f h i ch  even t r ra l l r r  t oc l r  he r  t o  a r ' !  FCq : l s in tanee
o f  " l i r .  .Eo l kan t  s  v rho  d i rec teC  be r  acco rd ing l : r .  T .nag i  ne  o r r .  Ro t  r i p ' r  r  o
su rp r i se  an l  j o r r  when  con ing  i n  t he  even inE  f ro r  hav ine  an r l  f t nC lng
h e r  a 1 r e a 4 - r r  e s t a b l i s h e . - r  1 n  t l " e ' i . r  1 j  t t l e  r  o E  c a b i n .' ' | r .  B o l t a n  s o l - c i .  h r  s  o l d e r  h c r s e s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  c o r n i n g  h e r e ,  s o  h e
har l  on l r ' t he  1 rgpngs"  tea r  l e f t  t o i re the r  w l th  i ne  b re i k in . r *p low  b ro r r ch t
f ro r l  f  owa .  'T l t h  t h i s  eq r l i - l n l en t  he  b rc rce  the  l anC fo r  : i  s  l :  r . " t  yea i r  s
c r o r r  : ' - ' i n r : ,  h e  s e e d e d  o .  n a . n C .  ' r e  b r o k e  l a n d  f o r  l n  R c r e s  o f ' o a t s  a n r i
5  a e r e s  o f  w h e a t - l r r i - c h ' r h e n  h a r v e s t  c a r e  h e  c r r t  w i t n  a  c r a : l l e .  

- r h e n
t re  ree l i ze  tha t  one  a t r l e  ran  co r_ r l d "  1a .1 '  6 t t t t  f ou r  ac res  o f  whea t  i n
on9  l and  day  i n  l on :  eve? - r  swa ths ,  we  ^an  we l l -  aon reeLa f , s  r r rha t  t h i . s
t rnder tat r - i -nS rnernt  to  c ' . r t  a  tc ta l  o f  15 acres.  The t " . r - r , ,  f ra . f  tc  oe
o t t t nC  b l r  hanC,  wh ieh  he  C id  b_ r r  t rn r i s t i ng  en r j . , s  c f  - ra ln  to re the r  ms l r l 1 -
a te ' r , -ora ry  knot  ,  sr ) f  o i  r i  ent - r -1 '  s t rOng'  to  n, : : - : i  a  gOOd a,na;nt  Of  g:a ln  ,a .  l ' t e rwar r l s  p lac ing  l t  j " n  shoc r rs  and  a f te r  t ha t  i t  was  s tae 'e  ed .  a6  was
t l re  c r t s to r t  i n  l r o r l , l , t 4 , \ r .  I o ' t una  te11 r  a  s t ranger  cs , te  l n to  the  vLc in i t l r
w i t h  a  l l t t I e  t . t , r e s h i n g  r i ? t  c r o s s i n q  a t  S i O f e y r s  e r o s s i n g  a n d  t h r e s n -
1 " S  a n y  g r a r n  t ' r o " J u " * = " i t n t  h a v e .  I t t n o r . ; a h  " n r .  B o l r r a n  w a s  n c t  a t
ho ' i 1e  a t  t h i  s  t i r " l e ,  h€  ha r r i . nc "  Sone  c r r t  f o r  f a11 rs  r , l o r J< r  y€ t  h i s  -Ly l i . e
, n a n a g e d  1 t  a l l  v e r t r  a b l ' r ,  o n " d  a s  a  r e s r r l t  h e  w a s  1 ? f j  b r r s h e l - s  0 4 ' o a t s
i ' nc l  "10  b r l sne l . s  o f  r ^ rhea t  r i ehe r .  l l one  o f  t h l s  s r r r i n  was  so l c i  f o r  t he
whea t  was  kep t  bo th  fo r  seec j .  and  to  be  s ro r rn r j .  i n to  f l o r t r ,  t he  oa ts  ha r , i
r l r ) t  been  th r . s ied ,  b r : t  l vas  f ' ec l  t o  t he  I ' i r ses  i n  t he  b r rn . i i - e  f o rn .  T t :e
b t :nc1 -Les  ha -v in r i  t o  be  chopped  ou t  o f  t ne  s? i cw  an ,d  i ce '# i t h  an  ex .  I { i s
w n e e t  h e  t o o k  t o  V r l l e y  C i t : r  t c  b e : - r o , , . n C  i n t c  f ' l o r r r .  C a s h  c h a r r e s
l tere : - - ro t  co ' rn l lon then,  but  th ,e n i l lers  worr ld  ta , re every e i { i th  or r ihe l
01 '  v ' rheat  f  or  oav 'nent .  -Q' : re ly  th is  er rs to ' : i  ' . r r "s t  ha," 'e  been Drought  here
C'y  our-  i .T l i4 iErants,  for  i t  is  aga. i r " ,  the o l r i  cor fn t r r r  "netho. i .

T h e r e  w a s  a l s c  e  n i l  . 1 .  e t  P o r t l a ' . d ,  $ o r t h  D a k o t a ,  y , i h e r e . i r .  B o - l - l r e n
ha .d  whea t  g ro r :nC ,  b r r t  he  sa iC  i t  r l a , -q  a  q l res t i cn  a -s  t6  wh ich  one  nanaqed
t r  E i l v e  h i ' i t  b a c ] <  t n e  1 e a s t ,  i r  o t h e r  r , v o i d s ,  w h c  r r r t  t h e . . r o s t  i n  h i s
own b in.  The rv in ter  o f  18u0-1uP1 saw L ver .v  heav.r r  snolq ry : i  eh re" ta iner t
un t i l  Ao r i l  14  be*o re  rn : , r  i r e l t i nc  took  p lece .  The  snou  was . "so  he r " , " l
t ha t  i t  ca . r r i ed  even  the  we . i -gh t  oo  ho -ses . '  The  w in te r  o f  18s1 -1EB?
saw a -n  ea r l r '  s r i o r r  

' [ r 1 " f ,  
1 t  l e f t  aEa in  be fo re  ch r l s tnas .' r r .  Bo l kan  bo r re fh t  h i  $  s . r rop l i es  wh ich  were  rp the r  f - . ew  f ro .q  1 /B11e . r

C i t y ,  b r r t  t h e : r  " 1 ' r l n v s  h , : , . r  a l l . n e c e s s i t l e s  o f  1 i * j e .
T h e  1 o s  c s ' b i n  w h i c h  h e  b r r i l t  i n  t h e  s n r l n q  o f  1 S g 1  w a s  l U  f e e t

sQr ' l a re ,  boas t i nE 'even  8 .n  r l ps ta l r s ,  r i i : i ch  nbe -n t -a  pa lace  f -o r  t he  ea t r l v .p i  oneer  da - t r s .  ?h i  s  . se r ' " ' ed  as  the i r  we l - l i ne  ho t : s i  f  o r  . rnn r ,  . r o r ' , i  -
rn lurt he broke zr acres or his o*i'13"t";;5 ;:"";::i ltX3"i3"*

fo r  o ther  pe :1r1e  he : ranagec to  eFrn  ex t ra  none: / ,  r - r .o t  o tner .u . r i s l  to  be
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n a J .  f  r  t h e  s p r l n g  o f  1 t 8 e  h e  b o r . r ; h t  a  s e e d e r .  ? h i s  h e  h e r : l e d  f ' r o
L-^no  : r r r i  ^ i "  v r c  g  rY le f  e l r r  a  f g i l fOa r l  g te t iOn  then  -  t he  rne i lTO€1r - i .  h ; l f r J_ng- , y v  

.  : r f  v l r , . (  , t : - v ) | ,  u r : r /  1 !

n n ' i A  h a ? ^  i n  1 t , ( 1  : )

Tn the s : r . ' r1ner  of  the sa" le  l re6r  be f f1so bouEi t  e  b inder  in  corpan: , r
rn i  i h  q  na i  6h ' r \ o r .  Tn i s  nach ine r l r  1o t " t ! : e r  w i t -h  a  he r row  gave  h in  s r t f  -: r v r i i r J r /

r - ic i -ent  v ;ork inq toc ls  f lor  sc ' r le  t i " r .e .  i le  r radr :a1-1. . , '  t ro lce rore land ard
expan ' l ed  i n  genera l  s?  i t  seene ' l  b r l t  a :na - t t e r  o f  a -  f e r ' , r  r rea rs  " -1n t i 1  i t e
had  h i  s  l and  r :nde r  e r . : . 1 t i va t i on .

T h e r e  w e - T e  f o r r r  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  i n t o  t l e  f a n i - 1 - r r r  t l r o  w h o  a r e  l i v i n g .
G u s i a v u s ,  t l . e  o 1 - J e s t ,  l - i v t n r  n c l i '  c n  " ' r .  B o l k r n r s  n o a e s t e a , : ,  a n ^ ,  A - - e l - i n e
l r r s .  O l a f ' S 1 " r e r s c n ,  l i v i n i  i n  t ; e  v a l 1 e y  n e a r  t r e  ? h e - " r e n . r e  ? i v e  a b o ' r t
2  rn i l es  f ro " l  t he  ho 'nes tea r j .

' n r .  3o1kan  C . id  no t  expe r ience  t l : e  t h r i l - 1  o i ^  see in : -  r r i ? i l - d r  f nd ians  ,
b t r t  be  d id  see  sg r " , rg  w i r c  t rave l -ed  back  end -  fo r t l :  r i . i s r c " ' i r -  *qnake  roo ts ,
l qh i ch  tne r . r  so ld  j ' o r  red i c i  na l  r i ) - r  , cs€s ,  a l so  he  sa '#  so re  wno  canoed
d"o i vn  the  $he -ven ' re ,  whos€  w i : : t e rs  v . / e re 'n l r . ch  l a r i e r  t t r an  no i ,T .  Thev  t re -
v e l e , J  : r e t w e e n  S t a n d i n g  R . o c k ,  S o u t h  l a l r o t a ,  t o  D e v i l s  L a l r e ,  T r o l t h  D a ' < o t e ,
14 Ih :1 -ch  l ras  3  rese rvs t i cn  v . ' he re  the  Eo ' , re r ' " ' r en t  haJ  g i ven  the r  1and .
t s o v r e t r e r ,  h €  d l d .  s e e  t h e . r e s i r l t s  o f  a n  i n t e r e s t l n q  h e - p n e n l n g .  T w o
, l  nd lan  t r i - bes  whO l r ye re  ene 'n tes  had  been  o i r t  h ' . r n t j n : , ' .  - he r r  ne t  and
iq . red ia . te l v  a  ba t t l e  f c l l o rned .  Twen t l r  e i r l i t  c " rAves  .na . r l r  t he  p laee
w h e r e  t h i s  h a o o e n e d .  T h e s e  l r r a v e s  w e r e  v e r \ r  e v 1 ^ r e n t  w h e n  " { r .  B o l " . . n
f i " r s t  c f l " ' r e  ne ie .  r re  pe rs tnn l l r r  eo r rn te r i  t be  ' l o r rn r l s ,  a l  so  a  he l - f  b redC
w h o , r s e C  t o  b e  a  t r a ; o p e r , . o t  t a k i n g  a c t 1 v e  o a . r t  i n  t h e  b a t t l s  [ r r *  l r ' , d
b e e n  s t a t l r : n e r 1  i n  a  r a v i n e  t e n c i . l n g  h c r s e s  w h i l e  t h e  f i e l r t  w a s  c . - ,  t o l d
h i - n .

T t  i s  ' o T .  . B o l l r a n r s  b e l i e f  t h a t  w e  c n n  € l n d  T n d i a n  ' r r a - l r e s  o n  t o r
o f  t h e  h i l r - s  a l l  a l o n e i  t h e  S h e y e n * e  R i v e r .  ' r e  h a s  s e e n  n a r t s  o f  s l r e l e -
tons  b rO ' r rg i : t -  t o  Cor lpe rs tOr , i n  16 r - rnd  on  l f a r t i , n  I ! ' e l anCrS  fa r ' n ,  a l s r r  on
the  Aares tad .  f a rn .  T r ,  1 ; r - , s  b ro r . rgh t  re ra ins  a "11  the  wa l r  f r o ' ,  t he  -a "e r j
L i ve r  Va11e : r  t o  l l e  b r r r i eC  he re .  The i r  be l i e f  was  t ra t  t i " : e  bc r l v  wor t t - : - l
eo "ne  to  1 i+ 'e  a ia in .  Th i s  v i r i n l t v  r vas  c , :ns lde re r i  I  ve ry  f i ne  h r :n t l ng
g ro i :nd ,  t he re io re  the l /  b r r r i ec l  t he i r  C "eaC.  he re ,  w l te re  u lon  a , raken ing
tnev  shou ld  be  happ i l l r  s ' - r r rounCer ] ,  an r i  r i ea r  t o  the  nea r t  o f  t he  Inc l i ans ,
h t rn t i ng  wor r . lC  be  oss ib le  a t  once .

l f t t ch  t :  h1s  d l sappo in t " ren t  he  d id  no t  see  the  bu f fa lo  he rds ,  so
nuch spol i :en of ,  but  he sa id tha. t  f r " r r th€r : , . - isgf  in  the s tate as wel r  f f i
l n : i l on tan&  they  were  r : l en t i f r : f ,  so  rnuch  so  tha t  neo . ' . : l e  were  l c i 11 ing
t h e n  f i € r e 1 1 r  f 6 1 '  t h e i r  t t i d e s .

A n  i n r l u s t r v  i n  w h l c h  a l n o s t  e v e r - \ , ' n i o n e e r  a s s i s t e d . ,  i n c l r r l i n g  t . 1 ' .
Bo l kan ,  was  c i ck lng  cu f  : ' a l o  bones ,  wh ic . i :  t r e -v  then  so l tL  to  agen ts  i n
O o o p e r s t o w n  a n d  t h e i ' i n  t u r n  s h i l : p e d  t h e n  t o  e a s t e r n  n f i r l i e t s  t o  b e
g r o u n d  u p  f o r  f e r t i l i z e t ,  a n d  t o  i : e : r s e C  i n  s r r g a r  r e f ' l n i n g .  T h l s
proved very pro: ' i ta-b le to  manl ' ,  LS the bones were very abrrnc l .ant : '  the
e n t i r e  s l r e l e t o n  D e l n l  f o r : n d  f r e q . r e n t l - r ' .  o ' r . 3 o l k a n  d i d  n o t  p i c k  a  q r e a t
dea l  bu t  rece i ved ,  f e . l ' . ,  pe r  t on  fo r  wha t  he  sc1d .  T rs  soo r<e - .  b f  one ,
l ' 1 r .  Jonnson ,  : nak ing  a  fo r tune  fo r  t hese  Cays  6 r , r  rne re l y  n i ck - i nE  bu ' ' f a lo
bcnes .  l { r .  Bo l kan  to ld  o f  a  na "D l l en ing  a t  t h rs  na r t i cu la r  t i ' ' ne  w t i i ch
i  s  i n te res t i ng  anC wh ich  he  knew was  a l so  p i c l r l ng  Dones .  TJn f  c r t r . rna te l l r
t hese  bones  were  ve rJ /  C ry  and  i t  t ock  nany  nanJ r  bones  to ' rake  a .  t on .

Th is  pa r t i cuLe r  : : r an  ' l ec ided  to  l - a ' n rc r re  , rpon  the  ne thod .  One' n o r n i n s  a s  t h e  f a r u e r s  w e r e  c o n i n g  i n t o  t o w "  w i t h  t h e i r  l o a r i s ,  t h i s
t l a r  a l so  was  i n  l i ne .  lThen  l t  cane  h i s  t u rn  to  -ue igh  h i s  1oa .c1 ,  i t  was
f o u n d  t h a . t  h e  h a d . 3  t o n s ,  w h i l e  t i r e  o t h e r s  h a r i  s c a r c e l y  o n e .  T h e y  a l l
we re  ve ry  nuch  su rn r t se4  to  hea r  t h i s ,  uonce r ing  how i . t  cou ld  be
oo s s i  b '1"  e .
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! 'o t l rgvs3,  he h lnse,Lf  1et  the cat  out  o f  the bag la ter  on a.nd t i re l r
found out  he nad soaked.  the bones in  water .

S tb ley r  s  t ra i l  r , r h i ch  we  a l l  l i now a$ te r  s t ' . r dy in r  S ta te  p l s to r l r
sn rv red  ve ry  p la in l y  wnen  i ' l r .  Bo l kan  ce f l e  he re .  Hau l i n f l  : -T : v i s ions
f ro rn  B reckenr id ; :e  to  Dev i r s  Lake  fo r  t he  r : - i r l i ane  were  eon , ron  * t ro  tn i *
t r a i l  w a s  u s e d .  S i b l e - r r t s  c r o g s t - n g  i s  a n o u t  l U  n i l e s  s o u t h  o f  B . o L k a n ' s
c la ' i r n .  , ' i : hen  he  c rossed  he re  t l : e  f i r s t  t ime  he  co r r l d  no t  i , ' r : a * i ne  r rha t
the  h lgh  en ' Janknen t  o f  c l i r t  v ;as  fo r  bu t  i t  r ras  the  l r reas t  v ro i t * - t h "o , * -' ]p  b1r  s ib leyr  s  arn\ r  1r r r ]en tce l r  car .npe. |  t r :ere over  n i ; . .h t  r . rh i le  on the i rway  to_ f i g i r t  t he  InC ians  a . l on rq  the  ' { i sso , - l r 1

0 f  a l l  t h e  h a r C s h i t s  a n C - o l : s t a c l e s  , n e t  w i t h  i n  ' o r .  E o l l r a r r sp l o n e e r  d a y s  t h e  d . r y  v s s t *  f l r c " n  1 8 8 3  t o  1 B B B  v r e r €  t h e , r o s t  d i f f i c r : l - t .
F ina1"1. . ' , '  in  188u a Drrmper cror-  seenec to  be comina agar la ,  the f r : t r r re
e o a ' r r a r l  h r i  a h *DsE:rc 'v .  ur - r r ; r r  L ,  and hopes f  o : . .  bu. t r ins nore lanr i  wt r ich-vrou1rJ eventual l - r r
b r i ng  re tu . rns  v r l e re  ex ,oe r ience .c .  esnec ia l  ! ' / ,  so  when  he  had  theo p t o r t u n l t : r  o f  D ' 1 ' r i n q  ! 4 n . 1  a d j o t n i n :  h i s ' 6 * n  f o r  t f O . O l  p " t  i " r e  a n - rpay  a t  an r r  t i , r ne  con r ren ien t r  when  a1 l  wag  sc  enco l - l r ag l r r "E  a  neavv  f ros t
came k i l 1 - i ng  eve rJ , r  SDe l . r  o f  whea t  he  he r j  so  i r e  d . i d  no t *ha r \ . 7es t  a
l r e r n e l  -  T n  t h c s e  C a v s  w b e a t  w a s  e v e r y t n r n a .  T c  n a t < e  n a t t e r s  w o r s e
one  o f  -h . i s  two  ho rses  f r con ' r i t t e r i .  s r r i c i : eu  6 - r r  i i ang i t r . l - t  i * se l f  i n  n i J '
i : a l t e r  v rh i l e  he  an t l .  t t i e  c the r  ho rse  v re r .  ne lp ing - the  ne tghnc rs .  - . q i r
- ! h "  r e s t  n ' t t  t o l e t h e r  c i i d  n c t  o e i n q  t o  c o n r p a r e  w i t n  t h i s  d i s a p n o i n t : n e n t .
Then ne sa. id  i t  see,ned he j r :s t  har i  to  q l_ve r : . ! : ,  but  scneho, . , i  he overca, r le
even  th i s ,  h€  aqa . i n  na .s te rec l  i t  a : ' c l  f r 5n  then -on  t i n res  were  no t  so  ba .d .

l : ' { r .  B o l k a . n ' s  s t o r l e s  w e r e  a 1 l -  s o  i n t e r e . t i n s  T  w i s h  f  " n i . g n t  t e l 1them a l l  bu t  i t  r r so r r l d  rake  th i s  t oo  l ens thv
.  H 'owever ,  _9 ra r i t l a1 l y  t i n res  ad  j r - r s ted  i nease :Lves  anC s1ow1y  lno ro r re -nen ts  r re re  ' na< le  l n  ' nach ine rv .  i i ops  were  fa i r  so  even t ' r a l l y  t hby  co r_ r l dou i l r i  a  be t te r  , i ; o :ne  and  be rn .

I ICI V C

v a c : V t i

t i u e
r r r i  t  r -r r  I  u r l

L o v , t  p r i c e s  i ' o r  i i a i n ,  h a i l  ,
a  1 1  b e e n  o b s t a c  I e  s  , n e t  w i  t n

r i t s t  ,  d r rug i r t s ,  and  r . i 1 . l _ ing :
i n  ' r r .  

B o l k p n  t  s '  l i f  e ,  b r r t  h 6
f r o s t  s
ha  s  been

+ t \ 6 *
b I l O  t /

s noitle

a n d  k e p t  o n .
TInf  or t r lnat  e1y o, r rs  .
! , { r .  B o l k a n  h a s  d o n e
hi -  s  da"r , t ih ter .

Bolkan passed.  a l?a l r  in  _-1,914 and s ince
1 i t t 1 e  f a r n i n g .  u e  i s  n o w , r a 1 < i n , s l  h j .

l ' . 1 r .  Bo l kan  was  i n te res ted  i n  improve rnen ts  an r i  educa t i on .  ' r - ' e
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  n e n b e r  o f  t h e  $ c h o o l  B o a r c  o f  h r s  r l i s t r i c t .

l i J i ' r en  see ing  and  ta l k in -  w l th  l l r .  Bo l kan  one  can  ve r . r , r  eas l l y .qee
!ne  i ; r i n  de te ra ina t i cn  y r l : i c i  ' n , l . s t  ha r re  been  h ts ,  bu t  wh i  ch  has  nowI e I ' t  h i n ; n r i  i n s t e a , d  h e  i s  e n i c t ' i n ; :  1 i { e  e - r d  n a i r r r e  i n  a  o r r i e t  c o n t e n t e dv r a y  f o r  r r h i c h  h e  f o r . r n d  l i t t i ; ' i i * . ' r n i i e  p i r n e e r i n s , .

- - i {ar-11 Brosten


