Biogrebhy of John 8. Byington
--Helton Ulstsad

Parents--lir. énd Mrs, S. K. Byington
Ploneer--John 8. Byington
Birth--l{erch 14, 1861, in Cairo, Greene County, New York State.

Pioneer left former home to meke & home for himself for he had always
hed the desire to take Horace Greeley's advice and go west. He came to
N. Dek. becszuse there happened to be some neighbors of his that were
coming here, and belng so anxious to go west he embraced the first oppor-
tunity.

We had no experiences worthy of being mentioned until the morning
I arrived in Fargo where I sew a shower of small toads, the streets and
sidewalks being literally covered with them. I csme to N. Dak. April
17, 1882,

We left Valley City on the morning of the 22nd of April, 1882, for
Griggs Co. with a load of mschinery and feed. At dark that night we
arrived gt a couple of shacks a little ways north of the Al Booth farm,
the buildings of which still stend Just north of Rogers. We slept in
one shack and put our horses in the other. In the morning when we got
up the ground wgs white with snow znd 1t was stlll snowing quite hard.
We had ebogt 30 miles further to go with not another shanty in sight
till we came to our destination. We were fortunate in having a man with
us by the neme of Wm. McDonsld, who had traveled through this country
with & bunch of surveyors at the time 1t was surveyed. This man hed 2o
compess with him gnd with 1ts help we made our wey on north through the
snowstorm till about 4 o'clock in the afternoon when we srrived at whsat
we were to call home for the time being at least. We were wet through,
tired out, and somewhat hungry. We had nothing but a few biscuits,
crackers, cheese, aend some sardines. Since we left Valley City the
previous day I was about as sick as I ever have been in my life, about
1700 miles from mother, 50 miles from a doctor with a bunch of 5 other
men without any medicine whatever except a bottle of--ceaeo hennesey,
which was the first I hed ever tasken but I must confess that since
then there has been a warm place in my heert for it (for medicinal
purposes, of course). We used to follow the herrow or seeder on foot
ell the week, and on Sundsy we were in the habit of hiking over the
pralries looking for a plsce to squet on as this land was not surveyed
north of Twp. 144. On the 20th dsy of lMay we Jjust finished seeding our
first crop of wheat and two days later we had 2 resl North Dskota B
blizzard. We lived in & shack without tarpsper and were it not for
“Me lath over the cracks you could have stuck your fingers right out-
foors. Outside of the one womsn that belonged to our crowd (the wife
of Mr. J. W. Flero) we didn't see the face of a woman till fall.

We finally gotgour land located but had to wailt for it to be sur-
veyed end put on the market before we could file on it. I signed the
petition to get this township surveyed in January, 1883, and the following
summer 1t was surveyed and in llerch, 1884, was placed on the market.

My homestead is the northeassts:, section 24, Township 145, Range 61.
My first shack was built of shiplap with sod on the outside. I used to

get my provisions from town throu%h my neighbors. Durin% the summer of
1882 & few settlers came and settled around there among Them was Chsas.



Biogrephy of John S. Byington
--Helton Ulstezd

Hosely (now dead), also Edward and Richard Sellwood, all coming from
Union City, Michigan. That yesr was the first year the twine binder
was brought into this country. Previous to that the 0ld goose neck
wire binder was used with an octasional Marsh harvester which had two
men sbanding on a platform binding the grain as it came through W the
_binder. A great many of the teams were oxen with a few mules and the
balance were horses with an occasional cow used to fill in and meke &
full team. The only crops resised here at that time were wheat, oats,
and barley with an occasional piece of rye or flax. Yields veried in
those days the same as now. In 1882 wheat went about 25, in 1883 about
12 or 13, in 1884, a little better and in 1885 gbout 25. After that
they were only fair till 1888 when we had prospects for s good crop but
it waes a little late on account of a late spring, but on the night of
Tthe 16th of August 1t froze ice % inch thick and it made our wheat look
like some of the rust smitten wheat we see now adays. I took two loads

of 1t to Cooperstown, 18 miles away, and received the enormous sum of
$10.00 for each load.

We went to the Sheyenne River and Lske Jessie a few times after
fuel gathering up down timber and if we thought we would not get caught
at 1t cut down a real good tree. But we came to the conclusion that
1t wasn't worth the price so we bought our fuel after that which con-

sisted of herd and soft coal but at a price much lower than it is
todsy (1927).

Pardon me i1f I leave out the hardship endured during the early
days for I often hear the young people of today speak of the hardships
they have to endure. (Self made the most of them). It might be hard
for most people to believe that we had any hardships worthy of mention,
in fact I have heard people say that the N. Dak. people of the early
deys were the biggest liars on earth. The only time that I enjoy
telking about those days is when I'm in conversation with someone who
had a few experiences like my own. I have seen many bad storms and

fires but was fortunate in never getting either burned or hurt in any
of them.

I was married to Miss Nors Sulliven on November 25, 1891, at James-
town, N. Dak., who died on the 29th day of July, 1892, and was married
again to lMiss Ida Erlsndson on April 5, 1894, to whom five children
were born. Edna Ione, who is Mrs. Albert Nelson of Pslermo, N. Daky
L. Kenneth who is at home in Sutton, N. Dak.; Chester V. 800--11tH’
3t. South, Fargo, N. Dgk.; Nina Msy, Mrs. H. K. Sorvik of Kathryn,

N. Dgk.;and Lillign V. who is in tralning at St. Lul='s hospital,
Fargo, N. Dak. I am now living in Sutton, N. Dak., having left the
ferm and moved to town Just a 1little over a year ago.
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PIONEER BIOZRAPHY

Parents--l{r. and ¥rs. S. X. Byington

Pioneer--John 9. Byington

Birth--March 14, 1861 in Cairo, Greene County, New York State.

Pioneer left forjer home %o mave a home for h1mce1f for hé had always

had the desire to take Horace Greeley's advice and go west. He came

to N. Dak. because there happened to be some neighbors of his that

were coming here, and beinz so anxious to go west he embraced the

first opportunity. ‘
We had no experiences worthy of being mentioned v»ntil one morning

T arrived in Fargo where I saw a shower of smell toads, the streets

and sidewalks being 1literally covered with them. T came to N. Dak.

April. 17, 1B82.

We left Vallev Qity on the morning of the 22nd of April 18823, for
0riggs County, with a load of machinery and feed. At dark that night
we arrived at a couple of shacks a little ways north of the Al Booth
ferm, the buildings of which etill stand juet north of Rogers. Ve
slept in one shack and put our horses in the other. In the morning when
we got up the ground was white with snow and 1t was still snowing quite
nard We had about 30 miles further to go with mot another shanty in
sight t1i11 we came to our destination. We were fortunate in having a
man with 18 bv the name of Wm. cDonald, who had traveled through this
country with-a bunch of surveyors at the time it was surveved. This
man had a compass with him and with its help we made our way on north
through the snowstorm till about 4 o'clock in the afternoon when we
arrived at what we were to call home for the time being at least. We
were wet through, tired out, and somewhat hungry. We had nothing but
a few biscuits, crackers, cheese and some sardines. €Since we left

.Vallevy City the previous day 1 was about as sick as I ever have been

in my life, @bout 1700 milee from mother, 50 miles from a doctor with
a bunch of 5 other men without any medlclﬂe whatever except & bottle
O e o i e hennesey, which wag the first T had ever taken but I must
confess that singe tnen there has been a warm place in my heart for it
(for medicinal ‘purposes, of course). We used to follow the harrow or
ceeder on foot all the week, and on Sunday we were in the habit of
hiking over the prairies 1ook1pJ for a place to squat on as this land
was not surveyved north of Twp. 144, On the 20th day of May we just
finished seedinghiour firet crop of wheat and two days later we had a
real North Dakots blizzard. We lived in a shack without tarpaper and
‘"were it not for the lath over the cracks you could have stuck your
finzers right outdoors. Outside of the one woman that belonged to our
crowd (the wife of ¥r. J. W. Fiero) we didn't see the face “of a woman
113 fall :
Je finally 9ot our land located but had to wait for it to Be sur-
veved and put on the market before we could file on it. T signed
the petition to get thie township surveved in January 1883 and the
following summer it was surveyed and in March 1884 was placed on the
market. My homestead is the northeast %, section 24, Township 145,
Range 81. My first shack was built of shiplap with sod on the outside.
1 wséd to get my provisions from town through my neighbors. During
the summer of 1882 a few settlers came and settled around there among
them was Chas. Mosely (novdead), also Edward and Richard Sellwood,
all coming from Union Qity, Michigan. That vear wae the first wvesr

. the twine binder was brought into-this country. Previous to that the
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John 8. Byington (eontinued)

0ld goose neck wire binder was used with an occasional Varsh haw est-
er which had two men standing on a platform binding the grain‘as it
came through the binder. A great many of the teams were oxen with a
vew mules and the balance were horses with an occasional cow used to
fi1l in and meke a full team. The only crops raised here at that
time were wheat, oats, and barlev with an occasgional plece of rve or
flax. VYields varied in those days the same as now. In 1882 wheat
went about 25, in 1883 about 12 or 13, in 1884 a little better and in
1885 about 25. After that they were only fair t111 1888 when we had
prospects for a good crop but it was a little late on account of a
late spring, but on the night of the 18 of August it froze ice & inch
thick and it made our wheat look like some of the rnst smitten wheat
we see now adays. I took two loads of it to Cooperstown, 18 miles
away, and received the enormous sum of #10.00 for each 1load.

Te went to the Sheyenne River and Lake Jessie a few times after
fuel gathering up timber and if we thought we would mot get caught at
1t cut down a real good tree. But we came to the conclusion that it
wasn't worth the price so we bought our fuel after that which consisted
of hard and soff coal but at a price much lower then it is today (1227).

Pardon me if I leave out the hardshipes endured during the early
days for T often hear the yvoung people of todav epeak of the hardships
they have to endure. (Self made the most of them) It might be hard
for most people to believe that we had anv hardships worthy of mention,
in fact T have heard people say that the M. Dak. people of the early
days were the biggest liars on earth. The only time that T enjoy
talking about those days is when T'm in conversation with someone who
had a few experiences like mv own. T have seen many bad storms and
. fires but was fortunate in never getting either burned or hurt in any
of them.

I was married to Miss Nora Sullivan on November 25, 1891 at Jame-
stown, N. Dak., who died on the 29th day of July 1892, and was married
again toc Miss Ida Erlandson on April 5, 12894, to whom five children
were born. Edna Tone, who is Mrs. Albert Nelson of Palermo, N. Dak;

L. Kenneth who is at home in Sutton, N. Dak; Chester V. 809--11th St.
South, Pargo, N. Dak; Nina May, Mrs. H. X. Sorvik of Kathryn, N. Dak;
and Lillian V. who is in training at St. Luke's Hospital, Fargo, N. Dak.
I am now living in Sutton, N. Dak; having left the farm and <oved to
town just a little over a year ago.

-—=Helton Uletad
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| Patoutind. nd Wiat 50 k. Wthgail g S i e
‘ Plonger--John & Byington . &

/FBirth-¥arah 14, 1881 in Cairo, Qreene County, New York 8tate,
Pioneer left former howe to mske s home for himself for he had alweye '
hed the desire to take Horace Oreeleyd advice snd go west. He cane
z - %o N. Dak. because there hapvened te be some nelghbors of hig that
.+« were comling here, and beinz so anxious to zo west he embreced the
- ngrat opportunity., - : Sas ‘ e
: “We had no experiences worthy of beinz mentioned until the morning 1.
arrived in Fargo where 1 saw e shower of small toads, the streets and
\s;agggéga being literslly covered with them. 1 came to ¥. Dsk. April
3 - ; e : : :
e left Valley Olty on the morning of the 23nd of April, 1882, for
Griggs Oo. with o load of machinery and feed. At dark thst night we
arrived at a couple of shacke s little ways north of the Al Dooth -
farm, the buildings of which still stand just north of Rogers. We
6lept in one shack snd put our horses in the other. In the asorniug
‘ - when we got up the ground was white with enow snd it was still snow-
K ing quite hard, We had sbout 30 miles further t0 go with not snother
shanty in sight till we ceme %o our destination, We were fortunate
~in baving & men with ue by the name of Wm, McDonsld, who had traveled
‘through this country with & bunch of surveyors at the time it was - -
surveyed. Thile man had = compases with him and with its help we made
our way on north through the snowstorm till abeut 4 o'clock in the -
afternoon when we. arrived at what we were to call howe for the time
being at least. We were weét through, tired out, and somewhat hungry.
#e had nothing but a few bisouits, orackers, cheese and some sar-
dines. Since we left Valley City the previous day I was about as
8lck as I ever have been in my life, sbout 1700 miles from mother,
50 miles from a dootor with e bunech of 5 other men without any medi-
cine whatever except = bottle of ----~--henneeey, which wes the first
I had ever teken but I must confess that pince then there has been ;
& wars place in my hesrt for it (for medicinal purposes, of course).
#e used to follow the harrow or eecder on foot all the week, ard
on Sundsy we were in the habit of hiking over the prairiés loeking
for e place to sguat on as this land wss not surveyed north of Twp.
144. On the 30th day of May wme just finished seeding our first crop
of wheat and two days laster we hnd » real North Dakots blizzard. We
lived in a shack without sarpsper snd were 1t not for the lath over
the cracke you could have stuck your fingers right outdoors. Outside .
of the one woman that belonged to our trowd (the wife of ¥r. J. W,

.- Flero) we didn't see the face of = woman $ill fall, ‘
o e finally got our land located but bad to walt- for it to be surveyed
< - and put on the asarket before we could file on it. T signed the peti-~
tion %o get thie township surveyed in January 1883 snd the following .
summer 1% wae surveyed snd in ¥arch 1884 was placed on the market.
¥y homestead is the northeast ¢, section 24, Township 145, nange 61,
My first shack wasg built of shiplap with sod on the outside, 1 used
to get my provisidns from town through sy neighbors. Duriang the
sumser of 1882 & few settlere ceme and settled around there smong
- them was Chas. [Mosely (now dead), also Hdward and Rishard Sellwood,
all comlng Ifrom Imion City, Michigan. That yesr wss the first yeasr
- the twine binder was brought into this country. Previous to thay the
- 0ld gooee neck wire binder was used with an. occasionsl Marsh harVéet-
er which had two men standing on a platform binding the grain as it
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_same through the binder. Va~greaﬁ many of the teame were oxen with

& few mules and the balance were horses with an occasional cow used
to f1ll in and mak¥e a full tesm. The only orops raised here at that
time were wheat, oats, =nd barley with an occasional plece of rye

~or flax, Yields veried in those days the same as now. In 1883 - .

wheat went about 25, in 1883 about 12 or 13, in 1884 s 11ttle better
“and in 1885 sbout 25. After that they wers only fair t111 1888 when
we had prospects for a good crop but it was a little late on asccount.

»of a laie spring, but on the night of the 18th of August 1t froze

’#gcdéy {1927},

iee b inoh thick and it made our wheat look like some of the rust .
amitten whest we see now sdays. I took two loads of it to Coopers-
‘talg,ila,mxleg away, and received the enormous sum of $10.00 for

ach load. : ; et o ' : B

e went to the Sheyenne River snd Lake Jessle a few times safter fuel

.gathering up down timber snd if we thought we would not get caught

at it cut down & regl good tree. But we came to the conclusion that .
it wasn't worth the price so we bought our fuel sfter that which
coneigted of hard and moft coal but at & price much lower than it is
ardon me if I leave out the hardships endured during the early days
for 1 often hear the yo people of today spesk of the hardships
they have to endure. (Self made the most of them). It might be

. hard for most people to beligve that we had eny hardehips worthy

of mention, in fact I heve heard people say that the N. Dak, people
of the early daye were the biggeet liars on earth. The only time '
that I enjoy talking about those days is when I'm in conversation
#ith someome who had a few experiences like my own. I have geen '
meny bad storms and fires but wes fortunate in never getfing either
urned or hurt in any of them, : P i
wag married to Miss fora Sulliven on Noveuber 35, 1881 at James-
town, ¥, Dek,, who died on the 29th day of July 1882, -and wag married
again to ¥iss lda frlandsom on April §, 1884, to whom five children

. Were born. 7idna lone, who 16 Mrs, Albert Welson of Palermo, ¥, .Dak.j.

L. Kenneth who is at home in Sutton, K. Dsk.; Chester V. 808--11th .
8t. BSouth, Fargo, N. Dak.; Nina ¥Yey, ¥ras, H, k. Sorvik of Kathrym,
N. Dak,j and.Lillisn V. who ie in training at 8¢. Luke's Hoepital,
Fargo, W. Dak. 1 am n@U“lixing in Sutton, N. Dak., having left the
farm and moved to town just a little over » yesr ago. 3
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- Parentg-<Mr. and Mrs. 8. %, Bylmgton - S o
 Birthe-darch 14, 1861 in Cairo, Greene ammyf ‘Hew York fDtate, 5

My first shagk was built of shiplap with sod on the outeide. I
. to get wy provisions from %tou:n Shrough my neighbore, During the

NI e e > -

' PIONEER BIDGRAPHY &3 HMeltoy ULTA

Pioneer left former hows to mske & homo for himeslf for he had alwsys

- had the desiye to take Hormce Greeleyd advice and so weet., He ciae
%o ¥, Dak, because there happened to be sose nelghbors of his that
were coming here, and being so snxious to go west he embyaged the
first opportunity. ¥ RGN S 2y

#e hud no experiences worthy of beinz sentionsd until the merning 1

‘grrived in Fergo where I saw o ashower of small toads, the streets and

sidewalks being literally oovered with them. I come to ¥. Dk, April ‘:

37, 1883,

we left Valley Olty on the worning of the %Qnd qk April, 1882, fon

.arifsn Go. with = load of machinery nnd feed. At dark thot nizht we
arrived '

at a couple of sheoke s little ways north of the Al Dooth

'faru, the buildings of which still stand just north of Rogers, Weo

slept in one shack and put our horses in the other, In the worning. .
when we got up the ground was white with snow and it was atill snow ' |
ing gquite hard, %e had about 30 miles further to go with not another
shanty in sight $ill we eeme to our destination., We were fortunste

An having & man with us by the name of %e, ugnaaalﬁ;»atu’had*%rxgwlﬁdf'f'

through this country with a bunoh of surveyors st the time 1t was :
surveyed., This men bad s compass with his sad with its help we made -
our way on north through the snowstorm till sbout 4 ofcloek in the ‘
afternoon when we srrived &t what we werc to ozll home for the tlue

' being at least, We wers wet through, tired out, end sowewhat hungry.
- Ke hod nothing but s few bisouits, crackers, vheese and some ssr-

dines. Sinoe we left Valley Oity the previous day I was about as

alek as I ever huve been in wy life, sbout 1700 miles from mother, -~
50 miles from a dootor with a bungh of 5 other wen without any medie
cine whatever except o bottle of —————--hennesey, which wes firvet

I hed ever taken but I must oonfess that since then there hae bsen
- & wars place in my hesrt for 1t (for medicinal purposes, of opurse).

e umed to follow the harrow or seader om foot all the week, mnd

on Sunday we were in the hablt of niking over the prairies looking
for s place to sguat on as this land was not surveyed north of Twp.
144, On the 20th day of Usy we juet finished seeding our fivst crop
of whedt and two days later we hnd ¢ Tesl Horth Dekets blizzard, We .
lived 4n & ghack without terpaper and were it not for the lath over o
the oradke you oould have stuck your fingers right sutdoors.. futalde

Fiero) we-didn't gee the fece of & women till fall, :

_ of the one woman that belonged to our orowd (the wife of Mr. J. . :
He finslly got our land located but hed to wald for 1t to be surveyed

and put on ‘the amarked before we could file on ft, 1 signed the peti~

tion t0 get this towaghip surveyed in Jonuary 1883 gnd the following

sumper 1t was surveyed und in ¥arch 1884 wae plsced on.the market.,

Uy homestead 13 the northenst ¢, section 24, Township 145, Ran§t Eéa o
usegd

sumner of 1882 2 few settlers csame and settled sround there aaong 3

‘$hem wan Chas. M¥ogely (now déad), slso Zdward and Richerd Sellwoed,
811 couling from Union Clty, ¥ichigan, That year wse the first year
~ the twine biunder wae brought into thie gountry, Previous to that the

old goose nsck vire binder was ussd with an ovcamlonsl Mevsh harvest- .
&r. whlch had two men standing on s pletform bindi

ng the grain es it ,
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 and in 1885 sbout 6. . After that taey were only fair $111 ‘1688 shen . -

@6 had proapacis for » pood orop but it was & 1ittle lats on acoount
faf # late spring, but on the night 'of the 18th of Auguet it frome . e

~ bard for most pevple to Lelieve that we had any hard -
- of mention, in fagt I have heard people sey mg m x, e
= o m early daye m the bigzest liars on esrth, “:nu

© 1 woa. aprried -t %lmm Rora Sulliven on Hoveuber | 1891 at Jm‘ T '
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Anch thick and 1t mide our wheat look 1like some of the m »

'aam on wheat ®e see now adsys. I took two loads of it to ea

town, 18 miles am. am} retzeiw'ﬂ the @mmuu sy ot ﬁﬂgm
eéach load.

%e went %o ﬂw Em&ymno Hiver smﬁ Lake amm n rn timm umﬁ fuﬂ ‘. £

gathering up down tiched snd if we thought we wolld not gat

~at 1% cut down & real good tree, Tut we Game to the conc Mim‘ m#

1% wasn't worth the price 0 we bousht our fuel sfter that which

gonsisted o havd 312 goft coal But et a.pric much lover than 1% 1&
' £y Ny e
~Puzdon we 1f T lenve wt the md;smpa endured mm the. uﬂy éan £t
7 for I often hear the  people of todsy spean the hardghip ¥

they have to eadure. (g8 f wade the mogt of

that ¥ enjoy talk: about those days ie when I'm in comv&:
with sosedme who had a faw experiences like my omne I hsve

meny bad storme m& fires but wse fortunate in nover g"uﬂé_'ci";

burued or hust in any of ihem,

o died on the aﬁﬁdayof%
agadn to ¥isw Ida frlendson on April B, 18 M ﬁan a&ﬂdmn oy
were bLoTi. ' Edna lone, who is Mrs., Albert Yelson of Paleérmo, ¥, mx
L« Kenneth who xa at. home in futton, 5. Dak.) Chester V. BOSes1lth

§t. South, ar z-u Dak.; ¥ina Vay, ¥ee. B

N, ﬂat,,m hmv. o i fn

a7 at o, Luke's Wogpital,

y e . I Bl now. nvm% in 2utton, N, Dak,, mun.s; ;u & z’hﬁ
fars and- ao m tm pnt # livtle over o yau' m s
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