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John .  A .  Car l son

John  A .  Car l - son  was  bo rn  i n  Ve r rne lan r l ,  $weCen ,  J r rne  1 l  ,  I g6 : ,
n a k i n e  h i - e  a q e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  5 7  y e a r s .  I { e  w a s  t h e  o l d e s t  o -  a
f  a rn1 l y  o f  s i x  eh i l d ren ,  f  o r : . r  g i r l  s  an r i  t i vo  boys ,  bo rn  t c  Ca" r l -  and
C h r i s t i n e  J o h n s c n .  B o t h  h i . s  p e r e n t s  a , r e  C e a d . ,  h i s : n o t h e r  d r r i n . :  i n
$wed"en ,  wh11e  h i s  f a the r  d . i ed  he re  e t  t be  ho ,nne  o f  h i  s  son ,  Jchn ,
w i th  u /hon  he  had  na ie  h i  s  ho ' l e  ' r os t  o f  t he  t1 ' re .  l { i . s  f a the r  wes  b j '
t r ad -e  a  s tone  ma .son  a t  wh lch  i : e  l r o r l red -  a  s rea t  dea ]  o f  t : : e  t i r ne .

"e  d id  Ap r i l  1? ,  1916  a t  Ane ta ,  l l o r th  Da-ko ta ,  anC.  l - g  bu r ie r r  r t
l hu - t / a11e l r  - i l r ove  Ce ' - ' r e te ry  n " .a r  T lo ten ,  i { .  l Ja r r .  ,  a i so  a  s i  s te r ,  H l l : ha
I  s  cea l "  end i  s  b t t r i  er l .  nea r  Havl l  e l ' ,  

' in - re 
sot - ,  .  Those re 'ne i  n i  nr r  Ar .c

t i ' r ee  sLe te rs ,  I l r s .  Jon r  T l kk le ta { i  an , . j  o r r s .  Be rn t  I J I - ven - ; f  
-D ' ;GrT i r r , . ,

and  j , i r s .  Hedv tg  E l i ason  o f  Go tebo rs r .  ( r yeden .  r ' i s  on l y  b ro the r ,  Jus t l n ,
af ter  be ing,  a  fe i+ '  ,yeers in  A:ner i  cr  re t r r rned tc  Er i rope and.  i "s  norv
loca te r l  a t  * , t oss ,  l l o r i r a r ' .

Jonn  Car l son  ea tne  to  Aner i ca  when  he  i r ras  seven teen  veaus  o ld .
I l e  ca re  to  wha t  was  -ane  t l n r  Mar i t oba  Junc t i on  (now Da le )  l , r i nneso ta , ,
where  he  ha .d  re la t i ves  l i v i ng .  i i e  ' naCe  h i s  hone  i ' r i t h  t hen  fo r  awh i l e  a  nC
la te r  on  wor l t eC  e t  odd  i obs r - , rone t i ' nes  l og ; i na l  t h roughor r t  t he  l / r a r .On the 13 of  l 'cve, tber  19OO he was r :n i tec l  in  narr ipc ie t l  Anna
Char lo t te  ' l a t t scn  a t  l f oo rhea .C  ,  j . ! i nneso ta  .  She  wa  s  a1*o  

- : "o *  
Ve rne f  and  ,Swec len .  To  th ig  r . rn l cn  ha r /e  been  bo rn  f l ve  ch i l r lTe l1 -  t h ree  bo r , ' s  an r il 7o  g i r t s :  C r ,11  ,  co rn  a t  La .e  pa r . r ,  . r i n , r J - ; ; ; ;  " ; ; ; i " " i l i i i r - i '  

[ . , ; " ' .
I .  O.  Helge i -anc l )  o f  T{ ,1-oten,  Lev i ,  J6t rn ,  a-nC Anna a1l  were born on h is
f  a . rn  nea r  A .ne ta ,  i i o r th  Dako ta .

l ' { r .  John  Car l son  ce ' "ne  to  l l o r th  Da l i c ta  i n  19C2  f ron  l  i nnes r r ta .  I .Te
ha .d  pu rehased  so " te  1 ; rnC  he re  and  i n ten r led  t c  beg in  fa rm ing  as  soon  a rs
he  oou ld .  The  j ou rney  to  l l o r th  Dako ta  was  x ra , i e : r r  a  r rago ;  r i r aun  b l r
t h r e e  h o r s e s .  T : r o g r e s s ' v l ' a s  s l o l r  a s  i t  r a i l e i  a ; : r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  t 1 m e .
} t : w e v c r ,  i - . e  a r r i v e d  t : e r e  o n  t h e  A 5  o f  A p r i l ,  1 9 0 4 .

The  f l r s t  yea r  ne  b roke  25  ac res  o f  l enc t  and  soweC f l ax  wh j . l e  on
10  ac res  tha t  Y /e re  b roken  he  sowed  oa ts .  T -Te  he lped .  Char ] -es  Ca lson
thr ,oughout  ha1r1ng,  harv, rs t  a .n"r j -  thresF" lnE.  f  n  J . ' r j t ,  h is  wi fe  anc l  son,
CarL ,  a r r i ved  f ro r "n ' l t i nneso ta  anC " re^e  t i : e i r  h . c ' ne  a t  Char les  Ca l .qon  r rn -
t i 1  a f te r  t h resh ine .  D r l , r i ng  the  i v i n te r  t heJ , ' e tayed  on  the  La rs  I ' e1 -ge la .nC
p lace  an rJ  moved  on  to  the i r  own  land  i n  tne  sp r lng .  The i r  f L rs t  house
was  a  one  roo .n  sh rck  o f  boa r r i . s  wh1ch  s t l l 1  re lqa ins  on  tne  fa rn  a . s  ag re ln  shec l -  Tne  s ta .b le  wa  s  L  g t r r - : c t ' r r e  o f  oo les  and  f  1ax  s t raw .  These
o y i ] $ i n s s  w e r e  r r s e d  t h r o r r q h c u t  t h e  w i n t e r  a n c l  t h e  n e x t  Y e a r  a  b e t t e r
e tab le  was  e ree tec l  anC a .  i i ase 'nen t  1a i< l  f c r  a  ho r rse .  Th i s  base . ren t  nas
used  to  l l - i ve  l - n  aa ;  f i r s t  and  the  res t  o f  t he  h t , l se  v ; ras  co , rnn le ted  i n
la te r  yea rs  as  rnea .ns  a f  f  c rded .  I n  191e  h i s  s tab le  b r r rned .  r i cwn  toge the r
y i t l  f  h c g  h o r t s e .  I l e  a l s o  1 o * !  h i s  w a * o n s ,  r a c k ,  h a r n e s s e s ,  a b o u [  1 F : - r
bushe l - s  o f  whea t  an r i .  a  s tac ' . :  o f  hay .  i l i n te r  ea re  on  and  h i s  s tock . r ve re
lef  t  to  roan the nrn i  r i  es r :n t i l  so1r le  s l re l ter  corr l r i ,  be prov i - led. .  Thef 'o1 lowing y""" - -n"*c t t i i i " . . . ]not i rer  s tab- ] ,e  wr  ich r ras soon replaced.  b l r  a
nodern  anC con r ren ien t  ba rn .

L { r .  C a r l s o n t  s  c l o s e s t  n e i g h b o r  a t  t h i - l t  t i n n e  r n r e r e  A s l e  F l a t e n ,
J a n e s  I { i 1 1 e r ,  S e v e r  O d e g a a r d .  a n .  E l l a - q  } i o e n .  T h e  t h r e e  l a s t  n a . n e l _  a r eno r ' v  t l ead  wh i l e  l ,T r .  F1a t6n  has  re t l r ed  f roa  fe r "n  11 fe  an r l  , . cw  l i ves  i nA n e t a ,  . ' { .  } a k .  ? h e  c l o s e s t  t o , . r y n  w a s  C o o p e r s t o n n ,  1 u  n i l e s  t o  t h e  s o , : t ha r d  t h e r e  l r r .  C a r l s c n  h r c  t o  i a u l  h i s  g r i i n  e i l d  g e t  p r o v i s i o n s .  A  p o s t -
o f f i c e  a n d  s t a r e  w a s  k e n t  a t  L e e  a . n C  l - i t e r : r o v e d - t o  t f o t e n ,  i l .  l e i l .l i r .  Ce r r  sOn  now re .q ides  l ] i t t :  h lS  f cn i l 1 , r  i : t  Len t t ra  TOtvnsh ip ,  G : : : egs
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0or :nt1, r ,  5 .  ' , r i  -1  as sc, . t t fLr rest  o f  I -neta and 4 j -  - , i i1es so ' . r t r :  o f  i {1oten.
He t :ad t r f f " :  er l&r ters  ) i '  lanC,  1u0 ; :cres l rnCer c , - r l - t iv i : t ion e, : i :_ j  the rest
: -n  pe .s tu re .  : e  ra " i ses  a  q ren t  dee l -  o f  ce t t l e  a : r j .  eve r i , '  f e . l - 1  he

,__ ,  
sh i l s  a  ca . r1oa , r  o f  bee r res .

- - A n r a  l .  ' l = 1 1 s o n

t

' : U



{
I
;  " '
I '
l
t

1
I

Blography of John A. Carleon
--Anna S. Carlson

John A. Carlson was born 1n Yerneland., Sweden, June 11, 1869, naklng
hls age_at the present t lme 57 years.  I {e was the eld,est  of  a faml ly of
elx chlld.ren, four g1rle and. two boys, born to Carl and Chrlstlne.fonn-
:on. Both h1s parents are d.ead., hls mother d.ylng 1n Sweden, whlJ-e h1s
:lather d.1ed here at the home of hls son, John, wftfr whom he-had rnade h1e
hone most of the tlme. H1s father was by trad.e a stone mason at whlch
he workeil a great d.eaL of the tlme.

l ie d. led Apr l1 19, 1916, &t Aneta,  North Dakota,  and le bur led at
!h"_ val1ey Grove cenetery nea-r  Kloten, N. Da.k. ,  &l io a s lster,  H11ma
ls dea.d e"nd. burled. nea,r Hawley, Mlnnesota, Those remalnlng are'three
sleters, }, irs. John Ukklstad and li,{rs. Bernt Ulven of Daler-&llnnesota, ancl
11"F. Hedvlg El lnson of  Gotebof,g,  $weden, H1s only brother,  Just ln,  af ter
belng a few years 1n Amerlce returned- to Eurone and ls now 1oca-ted. at
i l ioss,  Norway.

John Carlson came to Amerlca when he was seventeen years o1d..  He
came to what was once &[anitoba Junctlon (now Dalel l, i tnne-sota., where he
had relatlves l lvlng. IIe mad.e hls home wlth them for awhlle and later
on worked at od.d. Jobs, sonetlrres logglng throughout the year.

0n the 15th of November, 1900, he was unlted ln marrlage to Anna
Cha.rLotte Mattson at  Moorhead, Mlnnesota.  She was also f rom Verneland.,
Swed.en. So thls unlon ha.ve been born flve chlldren, three boys and rwo
glr Is;  car1,  born at  Le.ke Pa.rk,  Iu l lnnesote,  whl le Ll i l tan (Mrsl  r .  o.
Helge]-and) of Kloten, Levl, Johnr a,rrd Anna all were born on h1s farm near
Aneta, North Dekota..

[ i r .  John Carlson came to North Dakota 1n 19o2 fron Mlnnesota.  He
had- purchased. some land. here and. lntend.ed. to begln fa,rmlng as soon as he
could. The Journey to North Da.kota wa,s mad.e 1n a Wagon aiawn by three
horses. Progress was slow as l t  ra lned. a.  great d.eel-"of  the t lnne. How-
ever,  he arr lved. I rere on the 25 of  Apr l l ,  1gOZ.

The flrst year he broke 25 aeres of la.nd. and. sowed- flex whl1e on
10 acres tha.t  were broken he sowed oats.  He helped. Char les Calson
throughout hayl-ng, harvestr e.od" threshlng, rn July hls wlfe and. son,
Carl, arrlved. from Mlnnesota a-nd. ma.d.e thefr home at Cha.rl-es Calson unt1I
a.fter threshlng. Durlng the r,vlnter t lr.ey stayed. on the La.rs fielgeland'pla.ce a-nd moved. on to thelr own la.nd- ln the bprlng. Thelr f lrsE-ytonse

a. one room shack of boa.rd.s whlch st11l remalns on the fa.rm a-s a graln
" d.  The sta.ble was a structure of  poles a,nd. f lax straw. These-
bu1ld1ngs were used throughout the wlnter fnd. the next yea.r a better
stable was erected. and a basement la ld for  a.  house. fh is baaement was
used'  to l lve ln a. t  f l rst  and the rest  of  the house was conpleted. 1n
la.ter years 8*s means afford,ed.. fn 1912 hls stable burned. b.own together
yl t l  ? hog house. He also lost  h ls wagons, ra.ck,  harnesses, abouf,  1oo
bushels wheat e.nd. d- stack of hay, Wln{er crJle on a,nd. hls.siock were
lef t  to roam the pralr les unt1l  some shel ter  could.  be provld.ed. The
followlng_year he bu1lt another etable whlch was soon i-ep1aeed. by a.
mod.ern and" convenlent barn.
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t. BlographY of John A. Sarlson
--Anna S. Carlson

d

fu{  Oar lsonrs c losest nelghbors at  that  t lme were.AsLe 5'Laten, James
1{111-er, $ever Od.egard ancl fillae Moen. fhe three last naned now d-ead
whlLe Sr. t ' laten has rettred from farm l-1fe and now l1ves 1n Aneta, N.
.  qak.  The closest town wae Cooperstown, 18 m1les to the south,  and ihere
&r. Carl-son had. to haul- hls graln anit get provlslons. "4, postoffloe and
store was kept at Lee and. later moved to Kloten, North Dakota.

Mp. Canl-son now resldes wlth hle fanlly ln Lenora townehlp, Grlgge
Co. , 5$ mlJ.es southweet of Aneta And 4* ff i lbs south of Kloten. IIe hid
!*o quarters of land., 18O acres und.er cultlvatlon and. the reet ln pasture.
IIe ralees a great d.eal- of cattLe and every faLL he shlps a earload- of
beeves .



Blogre"prrv or t3li"*; 
S:"tffi""" * .tr,tr^-A i-n^,*"n*.

John A. Car lson was born 1n Vermeland, Sweden, June 11, 1869, rnaklng
h1s age et  the present t lme 57 yee.rs.  He was the eld,est  of  a-  faml ly of
s1x chl ldren, four g1r1s and two boys, born to Car l  a.nd. Cbr lst lne John-
qon. Both h1s parents are d.ead, h1s nother d.ylng 1n Swed.en, rrshlle h1s-Jather dled here at the home of h1s son, John, with whom he he.d. mad.e hls
home most of  the t lme. H1s fa, ther was by t rad.e a stone mason whleh he
worked. at a great d.ea.l of the t1me.

He d. led- Apr1l  19,  1916, &t Aneta,  North Dakotar F.nd. 1s bur led at
the  va l ley  Grove Cemetery  nee, r  K lo ten ,  N.  De.k . ,  a .1so  a  s ls te r ,  H11ma 1s
d.ead. and. bur led.  nea.r  Ha.wley,  &l lnnesota.  Those remalnlng a.re ihree s1st6rs, :
i ' l irs. John Ukklstad. and. &Irs. Bernt Ulven of Da"Ie, Ir, i lnnesota, and. hlrs.Hed.-
v lg El lason of  Goteborg,  Swed.en. i l ls  only brother,  Just ln,  af ter  belng
I,  few yea.rs 1n Amerlce.  returned. to Europe and. 1s now located. at  Moss,
Norway.

John Carlson ca.me to A'nerlca when he was seventeen yes,rs o1d.. He
c&.me to 'what was once Manltoba Junct lon (now Da.Le) Ivt lnnesota, ,  where he
had. rele. t lves 11vlng. He mad"e h1s home wlth them for awhl1e and. later
on worked. at  odd Jobs, gometlmes logglng throughout the year.

0n the 15th of  November,  1900, he was unl ted- ln ma.rr lage to Anna
Charlot te Mattson at  f i toorhead.,  I ' / lnnesota.  She was also f rom Vermeland.,
sweden. To thls unlon have been born f lve ch11dren, three boys and two
p_lr ls;  cgr l ,  born at  La.ke park,  l , r lnnesota,  wh1le Li t t tan (L, t rs.  r .  o.
Helgeland.)  of  Kloten, Lev1, John, and.Anna a.11 were born on h1s fa-rm
near Aneta,  North Dakota. .

i{r. John Ca.rlson came to North Dakote ln 19oZ from l,,, l lnnesota. He
ha.d purchased. some le"nd- here and lntended to begln farnlng e,s soon as
ire could.. The Journey to North Dakota was mad.e 1n a wagoi d.rawn by
three  horses .  Progress  was s low as  1 t  ra lned a  grea t  d"6a . l  o f  the  t tme.
However,  he arr lved. here on the Zb of  Apr1l ,  lgOE.

The f' lrst yee.r he broke 25 acres of land and. sow;d. f1a-x uhLle on
10 acres that were broken he sowed oats.  He helped- Char les Calson
throughout haylng, he.rvest, and. threshlng. rn Jury h1s wlfe and. son,
Carl, arrlved from I' l lnnesota anct mad"e thelr horae at Cha,rles Calson untl l
ef ter  threshlng. Dur lng the wlnter they sta.yed- on the La-rs Helsela.nd.'ace 

and raoved.on to thelr  own le-nd. ln the spr lng.  Thelr  f l rst  house
lvas a one room shack of boa.rd.s whlch stl l l  remalns on the farm as a graln
shed. The stable rsa.s a.  structure of  poles and f lax strs.w. These
bu11dlngs were used. throughout the wlnler end the next yee-r a better
stable was erected and. a basement 1a1d for a house. Thls basement rvas
useo to 1lve 1n at  f l rst  a.nd. the rest  of  the house was completed- 1n later
yes"rs as means af forded..  In 1912 h1s stable burned. d.own tbgether wl th
a,  hog house. I Ie also lost  h ls we-gons, ra.ek,  he"rnesses, abo[t  lbo buehels
wheat and. a stack of  ha.y.  lYlnter-came on and. hle stock were lef t  to
roam the pralr les unt l1 some shel ter  could be provld.ed..  The fol lowlng
yes-r he bullt another stable whlch rpas soon reple.ced, by a mod.ern and.
convenlent bar"n.
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Blography of John A. Carlson
--.A,nna S. Carlson

Mr. CarLsonr e closest n,elghbore at that t lme were Asle Flaten, James
HllJ-er, Sever Od.egard., &nd. ELlis Moen. flhe three last naned. now d6ad.
wh1le ffr. FLaten hae retlred. fron farn l1fe and. now llves 1n Aneta, N.
Psk. The cloeest town was Cooperstownr. 19 n1les to the gouthl *na'th.ere
t*. Carlson ha-ii to hauL hls grl ln and. d s"t provtstons. 

-t l" it"i ir"t

hnd stone wae kept at Lee and. later noved. to-Kloten, Sorth bakota.

Mr. 0arlson now resldee wlth b1e fam11y 1n Lenora townehlp, Grlggs
9o.,  5f  n l les southwest of  Aneta and 4* f f i Iee eouth of  Kloten. ' -Xi  naa
two quarters of land, 180 acres und.er eultlvatlon and. the rest ln pasture.
fie ralees a gres.t deaL of cattle and every fa1l he shlps a carload of
b e e v e e .
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