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FIO}fEER. EI4SF.APHY
1 1 e .  t r .  E l l e f s c n

O1e  E l  e f  son  wa  s  co rn  i n  $ tephens  i l o i l n t y  ,  l av i  scn ,  T  11 ino i  e ,
O c t o b e r  1 2 ,  1 U 6 ? .  T h e  n a n e  o f  h i s  p a l e n t s  v * a s  I ' i r .  a n d .  i { r g .  E l l e i '
C1son .  r ] hen  he  was  a  J 'Or1ng  nan  sO: Ie  O f  h i s  f r i enc i s  r r f en t  t o : : i o r th
Da. ' . :o ta to  ta t re r :n  l -anc l .  ' ;Yhen therr  ca-1e bac ' !<  t ts . .  to l r i  ' i r .  E11ef  son
abor i t  th is  good 1anC. i :e  thou:ht  i :e  wor : - l -d  go anC.  ta , l re  up a homestear i
a . Iso.  l ie  was only  twent_rr - f  cur  years r - tC wi :en .ne s tar terJ  or_r_t  f rom
Sot t t "h  Center .  ! {e  ha ' i  a  fer , I  'nen a lonsr  wi th  hL 'n,  ?hree of  then r /ere
Old sa l -1Ors.  Thel , i  d . rove wi th  oxen and covere, j .  r ; . : iqons.  ' - ! le . '  toOk
P len tv  f c iC  a lonq  I ' r i t h  t he ' v r ,  b r r t  i t  d iC  no t  l as t  ve rv  1ong .  The l '  k i l 1ed
anc i  a te  an i te l s  t ha t  t . l r ev  snv t  cn  the  war ' .  Sc re  o f  t he  an i . rna l s  were  bu f -
f  a l  O  -  n t ' A i  ' n ' i  o  c h i  e l z c n  R - r l  S C  f  O 1 '  t i : .,  ; . . . -  v  v r r J - v  - \ i r j  ,  < / . :

The l '  5s6  t rou 'o le  w l th  t i : e  Tnd lans  an , , - l  s ta rva t i on .  T t  t oo l<  the 'n
t i r ree  weer rs  to  re t  t o  l ! ' o r th  f ;E tko ta .  ue  a r r i ved  he re  i -n  J r :ne  l 8g j_
and set t leC on h is  ho ' , ' les tear i  near  the Sheyenne Rir rer  in  F i lo t  l , {ounci
T o w n s i r l p  1 4 8 ,  S e c t i o n  2 6 ,  R a n g e  5 9 .

There  were  two  h . ' . nd red  nnd iane  the t  had  se t t l ed  so i r t heas t  c f
h is  hcrr r :e .  The t : :o"nen were s i t t ing arorrnd.  do ing the i r  fa i ic r i  i i r . r l ; .

l f lhen f f ieey sar  Ur-  E l le feon and.  the rest  o f  h1s 'nen,  cne Ind ian rnade
e  funnv  s ign . to  one  o f  t he  wor ren .  She  uen t  i n  t he  l n r i gua 'n  and  go t  a
lo -ng  peece  p ipe .  F i r s t  she  s '? iokec l  i t  an , {  t hen  pasFred - i t  a lone . * to  t t i e
o ihe r ' 1en  anC,  r ' r o ' ren .  l l i l hen  t t : e . ' , r  cF : ' i l e  t c ' t l r .  E l l e f son  he  l , a te ' l  t o  s ' r c l<e
f r o t n  i t  b u t  i f ' h e  w o r r l d . n r t  h e  w o r l l d  i l a v e  t r o u b l - e .

l ne  n igh t  i n  an  : l d  ba rn .  t f : e re  were  ove r  10Of  sna r rovJs ,  a ,nd  a
cat  l , i 'as  t ry ing to  get  so ' r le  c f  t i ren br i t  she d id not  s ' . rbceed.  There
l ,vere many rnen gf  s6ninq in  i t  Oecar . rse the. '  had just  set t led"  anr i  hac lnr  t
had  t i ' ne  to  b l r i . Ld  the r  r  i  r ) f f i e  s .  - , 1 r .  E l -e f  scn  v las  cne  o f  t he  : l l en .  Cne
c f  t h e  i n e n  l v h c  w a s  l a y i n l  i n  b e d -  g o t ' . r p  a n d  v r s s  g o i n q  t o  s h o c t  a f t e r
t i r e  spa r :o , r s .  T l : e  ca i  wus  s i . t t j  n i '  r i i :  i "  t i . e  r r f  l e r s  an ,J .  t hc r r r " . i i t  he
was  go ing  to  shoo t  he r  so  s t :e  j ' r ' n - - . ed  r l oun  anC r i ch t  on  the  r "nan rs  face
and  a l . nos t  se ra tched  h i s  e l . ' es  ou t .  . ; r .  E le * -son  i a id  i r e  wor r l d ,  neve r
: ' ^ T q e t  t n a t .

- i , , f  t e r  e .  wh j l e  when  t t rg l '  . l : . c i  se t t l ed  r l own ,  t he . ' g  b ' r i .  t  a  1oe  house ,
14 by r -5.  Fcr  f , re1 tne. . '  ' - tseC ' : locd.  i : ic l :ed , r ; -  a- l .ong the r lver .  The11
t i l  l . ; : : l  t l :e  so i l  v ' r i th  vra l l< inc n l -orvs a: t l .  sowed the ; i re  j -n  i :1 '  1" t1 f l .  Tnei '
u S o '  ] x e n  t o  C r a w  i i : e  1 o a - r ,  o r  p 1 o v l s .  S o ' r e  o f  t n e  c r o p s  w e r e  w l : r A t ,
co rn ,  p ' : t a toes .  i i nd  vege tab les .  The r r  v l cu ld  , ; e t  e r ro r l nc l  20  to  25  L : ' r she1 -q
o f  se ' i d  pe r  a . c re .  The i r  neFres t  t c t . n  f l r  n rov i s i -ons  u ias  l I a ' ' , ' v i l l e .
So ' le  of  :  i  s  ne igf  oors , ; :ere Thor :ne 01son,  . i -e  Arof  f  ,  F-a1, ' ' :1 :nr }  Jonns ,n  .
I  .  E .  I ' r i 1 l  s ,  and .  T Ia : ' s  Kb loen

One  day  i n  1895  a  nan  ne f l r , ' i l o ten  was  b ' r r r j ns :  . s t ra l r  a roun rJ  a
s t ra l " i  p i l e .  A  l a rge  wrnC b lew  r rp  ancL  too l<  the  f i l e  a lon : :  l v i t h  i t .  The
f  i r e  l r es  go ing  no r tn  b r : - t  ' i u . s t  t hen  the  w ind  t r r rneC towar r l  t he  sc r r th .
T 'h  i t . r na r l  * r ^a  r i ve r ,  and  i t  r a ine , i .  b ' r . t  t he re  was  n r t f : i r :E  tha t  co r :1ds r . u

s to "p  i t .  .A f te r  a  fe ' :  l / ea . r s  he  was  rna r r i ed  to  L i  zze  Le r .qon  o f  B rook l r rn ,
i , l i nneso ta .  He  l s  i 5  vea rs  o ld  now and  has  g rown-1 rp  ch i l i j r en  who  a re
al l  narr i -eC .  Trs  i -  s  s t i l - l  l - iv ing in  h is  o1d hor ; -ee in  Pi lo t  t {or_rnc l
Townsh ip  nea r  t f i e  She l renne  R ive r .

- - A l f i e l . d  H a l v i g
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Blography of 01e E. Ellefson
--Alftel-d l{alvlg t?il

Ole Elefson wes born 1n Stenhens County,  Davlson, I111no1s, October
A2, 1862.. fhe na-ne of bls parents was ]vlr. B.nd. Mrs. El1ef 01son. l{hen
he was af young man some of hls frlende went to i{orttr Dahota to take
up land.. When they carre back they toId. iuir. Slefson about thls good.
rand..  He thought he would go and ta.ke up a.homestead. also.  He-was
only twenty-four years old when ite started. out fron South Center. He'ad a few men along wlth h1m. Three of them were old se-11ors. They
d"rove wlth oxen and. covered. wagons. fhey took plenty of focd. along
wlth them, but 1t d1d. not last very 1ong. They hlI1ed. and ate antrnals
that they saw on the wa,y.
ehlcken, and. so for th.

Some of the fr/ antnals were buffalo, pralrle

They had trouble wlth the fndlans a.nd. ste.rvatlon. ft took then
three weeks to get to North Da.kota. He arulved. here 1n fune 1881 and
settled. on hls homestead near the Sheyenne Rlver 1n Pllot hlound Townshlp
148,  Sec t lon  26 ,  Range b9 .

There were two hund.red fndlans that had settled. so.utheast of h1s
house. The women were eltt lng around. dolng thelr fancy work. When
they saw idr. Elefson and. the rest of h1s men, one Indlan me-d.e a funny
sLgn to one of' the women. she went 1n the wlgwan a.nd. got a long pes_ce
p1Pe. Flrst  she smoked. 1t  and- then passed l t  a long to-the otheF men
and women. lfhen they cs.me to lr, ir. Elefson he hated.-to smoke fron lt but
1f he hadnrt he would. have trouble.

one nlght ln an old. ba.rn there were over 1o0o sparrows, and a cat
was trying to get some of them but she d-ld. not sueceed.. There were
many men sleeplng ln lt because they ha"d Just settled. and. ha,d,ntt had.
t lme to bu1ld.  thelr  homes. Mr.  ELefson was one of '  the men. One of  the
men who was la.y1ng ln bed got up and was golng to shoot a.fter the
sparrows. The cat was sltt lng up ln the rafters and. thought that he
was golng to shoot her so she Jumpted d.own and. rlght on t[e manrs faee
and" alnost scra.tched h1s eyes out. It lr. Elefson sa.ld he would. never
forget that .

After a whl le when they had sett led d"own, they bu1l t  a,  1og house,
14x16. for fuel they used. wood. plcked. up along thl rlver. ThEy tl lL;d
the soll wltb wa!{.ng plows and gowed. the gra.ln by hand. They used oxen
to d.raw the load"s or plows. some of the crops were wheat,  corn,
potatoesr and. vegetables.  They would.  get  around. 20 to 25 busheLs of
seed per acre.  Thelr  nearest  town for provls lons wa"s Mayvl l le.  Some
rf_lt ls nelghbors were Thorne Olson, 01e Groff, Rayinond. Johnson, I. E.

. , i111sr e.rtd, I lans Koloen.

0$e de.y ln 1895 a man nes.r Kloten was burnlng stpaw a.round a d
straw plle. A 1ar6ge wlnd blocc up and. took the flre along wlth 1t. The
flre was golng north but Just then the wlnd turned. toward. the south.
It Jumped. the rlver, &.nd. 1t ralned. but there we-s nothlng tha,t could.
s top  l t .  , i " l ' I  ,  l ' . : "  .  ' : .  ? .a

After a {evr years he was ns.rr led.  to Llzze Larson of  Brooklyn,
i,{lnnesota. He ls 6b yee.rs o1d now and. has grown_up chlld.ren who aree'11 n0arr leo'  He 1s st i r r  11v1ng ln rrrs old house:.n pr:-ot  l r , lound Townshlpngaf  the Sheyenne RlVef .  

-  u  - - -  - - -v  r r r  ' r r 'Lr r t '  l l luunq 1.
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r l le f .  t l lEfaEn' ' "]" {e6-r-J"*ffi;4
,da}r  [ l . * feo* wa* bosn ln- :Stepnens'?, . :u; t t ] ' ,  D*.v lBon1 I}1lnols,  Oatoter- rt 13r l*$B*' ?,"l le **rrta ,rf hle par*nt.p ree S$.'e,tl i l  .$ia. f1l*f-*Ia*n. Shxa

hc w;&s. s. ${}u}}i$,ban'.sil&s of hle fr}*nrlm !r*$t te i.{rrr?h Sr,kststo t**g uS
Lltn*". ifhsn th#f &,'i,ss besk Lb$y t*1,* lif," {lgfs+n ab*u? t}rts Soorl 1r}&4,

7 iie t?:*ught hE wo:rlrt S* e&{1 t*ke r:p &. tr*un*H.***d *}.so, HE .rrq,a r?ml.f, 
: .. ')

,F twgnty*fCIur ysav* ol* isti*tL tts .gtnr$ed ,*ut fr+m *outn $enB*r, Il* ha* *' 
fe*'"xsn *;.3orrg u'l"tFr. hlx.. '  fhr+id *f th*s' s,sr&,*1d. gn13**#, Thsy t{rn+a' 
nlt ir $Een Fnr{ etvered rari 'ons. 'fhey t;:ok olent;,r foad nlong ntttr tt i86," 
f 'ct lt dtel rr*t l*"st ysay Lsry{, ?hs;y ictl}. i l t* rinst r-.t i* nnlmole thr;t th&f
*s{8 sru bh'* w*y. l3o,xe *f, tf is a.::Ln*li$ s&r* }xxffaltrr Ffslxirt qh|ck*rrr*n*

)ffi*iJil5'*",rubls' .,rtfir *"tr6 Ir,r,i1p.n* o,r,t et*.ry*tisrlr tt, tooh rhirsr f?ire*rksrsksr t$,"{'*t t* l i$T*h lrkot** i js *Ertve# lr*r* ln ul*nc }S$} n*at e*ttlfd
on 

' r r ls ' i r  
l ;ssntosd nsar the .Shcyenlre l { t rer  ln Pt lot  t {ound Toirnshlp '148 ,

nffiZl:**-3}l'*#T$*frI;u r,,,it*nn rhng ii:r.,r aeru.ed ,sourheeer of hls rrsure,- 
ftre $srfsn lyeis nttllnd *tsun* dotn,,5 *ile],r fancy woryk. then they s&il
}dr. t lof, '*nn it i lcl the rsflt r:f hts p&*i11 *rls l; 'rtttan $rqa{$ a funny ntgn.to *nd
,:f tlr* wsilsen. Sho we;rt ln Eh* wl,g,wntu *ntf gi*t * l.on4 ps*.G& plpe, Ptftt
ahEr si;iok.ftdt tt riiv! tlieii i;*"n*lerl rl f).strfi tr: ilts *thllr*ari*n,r.;Nl"wq$ertr
r'*'hsn thny si;..:ie.'trl ,:fr. iTL*f,fisn he hat*rt fl* *moke $ltr,trs Xt but if, h* hasntt

, .M rpauld i rsve tqoul i le.  - . ,  \

4T rlf lrn nly.i i t ln *n olC iinrn, ttr,:f* w*re cY#r lt i i .:O sps"rrrltrgr 4lftJ $. ori[ vs.Ba ' b.rylrag trt g*t f,,)*t* *f th*rn lrut r*irr* rlLd n*t SuSS,s€d. Thgrg sstrs m$ny e&n' 'xlngilX,n;.1 ttt i I bec*.uee bhey tr cl jusI settlrrrl. r irrt l h{rCnf t hrlri [ lrrle tS bstld'bhelz htlftqa, tfr. F,,l].efeon urfl,d olls of 'Lh# qxpr*. *n*,'.,f t i l+l:Ren g[]rc weF-
leyliq,i Ln berl l{ 'rt r i i) Lit i i  trr-4 *ielf iC [* gh$$t n#tar the $rp&frows. ?h*. Eat
w&8 nitt l lr 's.,,; u-; ', tr lth'":1sffir lr* *rrrt thilrtf l irt t irrtr lre rsns g*tn6 ?,1 nh*gt hgr
so otre Ju:nB*,* dswrr end, ttgirl, ofi bh* in*rtr # fncE ,*Rd almos]t serntoliie# htt

,,Pyas Outf -+:r' HLSfnOn geld he nouLr? nevstr forget t ln*t.
+f M ter n lrhlle p.hsn ti i*y hi* nsttled rlowr,, thdy p-utLt r* I^og h,ru$s n I4*1S,- 

b'ar fuel t irrry use$ woo$ ptcktd ur *Lon4g tbe rl,v$r, ' fhey t,t l lecl t"rs s*tl
s'tth ral"kl,nii; plowx nnd sciwe*. t,he grnln try hn{r$." ?h*y ussd oficn to dtar

, tf is ls**s *r plOrm* *l},ne o.i, t"l i t l  of,Oprit Hsrs whga*r-c*fRp potetsss, -and

Ysg*t*i;Lum, ?hsy roul"d gst arcund f.* to 8$ buuhele of ntor$ Fsf f iorfr.
Th*lr neersst.toslr frrr it l*rtsl*ns wns trayvl!-Xe. i3#rrrs nf hla aelghb,ens,

*r* Thornc $lsosrr $lc i irgffr.?snymand J*hns*n, f. $i, itt"l lsr &frd ldsne
o 1 0 e a . '

1

194: north but Junt
J,f ts r lvor, &t:d l t

r{},tt*r a f ex-ycaas
]tt I'e 65 yaals o1d

4l i *  ia  e t t l l  t tv tng
$irey,Bnne Flver,

*no d*y ln lft$$ etA l*.rge xtn* btew

r ja iqFfe t ! .  i '

set'tr n*&,r Hl"*tsn grm* burnln6'*trew srour"lri a strns ptlg
up nnc to*t thr* f,lr* el*ng; rlth lt. . ?he ftr* tn.w :Sgr
,tnen the wt:t : l  turRed tort*d thrr B$uth. I t  Jum 'ed
rnt*wd" hut thers $*s nnthlng bhet soul$. StSp- tg,
hr l*h*o es:rt€rl to ttf;ed L.ara,*n of Src*klynr Sl*,nEe*fisr

n*rv *nS irnw grcw**F,? sfitldiysn phs ers sl"l ru&rf,lgd.'
ln. hi.e $Lrt llnuss X,v+ $.i}.St 4clund t*wnstri"p {r$sr f}.m
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Divers i f ied" . farn ing lF{as not  the ru le  so af ter  a}1,  they d id.  not  prosper
as well- ec they rnight l :ave done,

. 1

l i lhe neig i rbors : in  that  i : runediate v lc in i ty  l ived.  but  one-hal f  a  mj" le
qrn,qar T]rarr ,"TeI,e Charles i lel l ing and Anclrelv And,erson. The::e .rrere no
an' ' '  r r r -a- i#r r  - .bher in3s,  ho l ' iever ,  a ,n i i  e t r joynent  r .vas i rad ' r ' . ren thc neig i rbors
v l  s : i ted eacl : :  o t l le : .  .

'L ] r ree g i - r l$  lTere ac]c ' ied to  the T: : ' ic lcsot r  faLni l ; r  in  s t - lceess ive _ l roars
bt - tL  t ro i 'bJ-e r " , ' r , ' .s  not  long deniec-1.  t l : ren,  i ,h"s .  i l l r ic lcson i l ied Apr i l  8 ,  1C94

" i r r r  n  an : i l lne ss of  severa l  rnonths d"urLt ion.  , r r . t  t r r .e  t i - ine of  th : is  catas-' ' i -^^"1"o ] -1ra - ' i r ls  . ' ,?ere not  e I1 ca1- :e- i r1*  of  ta i l in . t  cc"re of  the: lse lves.  Tuou r  v I J i r v  v . : ] v  . j .

' ra -?  n l ' l rn r '  ^1< i  f r iende o f  t i re  fa :n : i - l ; i ,  then  adoptec l  thc  t " io  l , ' o r . r  n ;esb  so. . L v v J  u ,  v ,

t i re ; r  could f  are bet ter ,  e  ven tho i : , , i :  i t  
' l : ro t r le  

up t . l :e  . ie"n: ! - f : r  .  ' , i r .  JLr ic i rson
llved.rl thot-rt a" vife b"r-r.t  for tvo 1r6s,ys after t l : is. Th.en in l i 'ebrr-rarlr l i le
'va.s  wed to Au{ j r : 's ta  l less of  Far ;=;o.  $ l ie  had been 1: /or1. i ing in  pr ivate l : .omes
irr ior to her inarf iage, brr-t t iren she ca;ne to the f arm :l i th l : : . i in ancl tr ied
'bo be a ,not ] :er  for  the r i i r ls

f ioi. . , . 'c ' . ' .r  l-n one thi i .r; ;  o.ften' i t l€ans luck in another. i i l r .  I ir ickson soor'L
i - , h ^dn6 i1 . r / l  r i nanc ia l l v  and  bu i - l t  a  ne lT  i  o l ne  a  i l i l e  f a r t he r  wes t .  l : t! - / {  v  e  r / v 4  v l i  !  - - a r c r r r v  r c ! + J  q r r u

s tonned  so  bad . l ; ; ,  ho ' veve r ,  t l : a t  ho  cou ld  no t  co "np le te  i t  r  n t i l  a  season
l . l . t e t ' t l r an  l . r e  had  p la : r i r ed .  anc l  t i i ey  l os t  a : ; . ea r  on  the  ne ' y  p1ace .

i i leven ci: i l -r lren ' , ' rere l . lorn : ln iLris ho:ne, brrt , ,1r. i l r iclcson c1ld not
re la i : se  f j - na .nc la l l ; r  neve r t i r e less  anc l  i n  1?16  a  s t i l l  be t te r  abod .e 'n ren t
up.  I t  ' ras lar"g;e i .nc l  ec lu ipped : " r i 'b i r  ; lodern convenle i lceEi ,  qu i te  a change
fro in a or ie  roorn shack which l : lac l  " i . : .orsecL the,n in  the beginning"

I in t  i ; l r .  Er- ickson l ived only  a i i tont l - t  a f ter  the h.ouse 'yas co in i : le ted.
a nqnnl r ' l "  i  ̂  sbroke af f  e  c tec l  h- in ,  anc l  he par ;sec l  a"r&) ' r  a f ter  e i  fer i l  c lays t
-'ilL:re s s .

ili-s t'tvo
farln rryork.
c ' l - n : r a d  l r n m o

U  @  D  I !  .

n ' l  d a c . l -  l r n : r e  , y e f e

Botn of thein :narr. j
n1^1" '  R l  i tns l ;  f t y )C, r "?1  i rn  q^  f l ra : '  COnt in f feC the

ed e fsr"1 l rears la te: r .  nnc l  t i ren the o ldest
l e i ' 1 :  s r c \ r { e n  n r ; l a f i e ] . s  a n c i  i t  l r a s  o r r l t e  R, / s u  Y L L !  v v.  Mr . .  Er ickron hacl

. i ' , [ rs .  l l r ickson l ivo i ,  s i : r  j rea. : :s  a f ter  l : ie : :  ] tu .sbandrs death.  Then s i re
" . ' es  a f f l : i c ted  v i - t } :  apop le> l ; r  anc l  c l i ec l ,  l eav ing  ten  eh i l d ren .  The  o ldes t ,
( - rscar  l .s  rnarr ied ancl  l ives on a farm,  l le  has t i r ree ch i ldren,  two boys
and a g l r1 .  r :  ja l :nar  l ives in  . , i l l . : - ,esota 'v i th  h: :  s  , " r i fe  anc l  three ch i lc l ren,
l: '" ' i rr lrnrrs anrl.  g1 gir l-.  :{arold and /\ lgot are 1'rorl i i -r:- j  at nci l ' ; l1i16pini; farr i ts
near  i , l lenf ie l -d . .  Car l  owns a brr . tcher  shop in  Leal ,  ]Tor th lakota.  V i rg i l
an i l  r i> le ; l  a . re  at  ho, , ie  wi t , l  ie lor is ,  e ;ed ten.  The;r  s ta; ' r  v l i th  0scar  and
I  i s  ' v l f c .  I r i ' eda ,  t l : ' . e  o lCes t  i t i r l ,  

' l : as  
ta l l en  a  co ' , r r se  i n  i : eau ty  Cu l . t u re

t  t t  - ' r -s  l :o ine at  present .  Cf  ihe f ive ,q i r ls  f ro ; r  ; , t r .  Et" ic lcsonf  s  f l rs t  'g . i fe ,
three are l iving. Tite tr.r, lo you.ngest, Enl;,a atr.d i ,uth d.iec-l several ;rears
a, :o .  Selna i  s  " /epk ing in  ' , 'a l - lev Ci ty  ar : . r t i  E lv l ra  is  on a fant i  ' : rest  o f
Coopers town .  r ; l r s "  l t .  0
has four  ,3 i r1s "

Pe te rson  j . s  t he  onJ - ; r  one  o f  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  She

Tr:  a l l  i , { r .  and r , { rs .  Er ic}cson } rave surv iv ing the-r ,  ten ch l ldren,  three
step-c la l i ,qhfers of  i ' l rs ,  Er ic lcson"  and.  ten grand ch i lc l ren.
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l I  l r 'qcP. Br lnRAFgY
J o n n  E v e r s

g i s  f a t n e r r s  n a * n e  t s  " ' r .  r ' e n r v  { v e r s  a n d  h i  s  n o t h e r r  s  n a r e  i e
r ' { a r } t  Eve r -q .  The  p ioneer rs  nane  i -q  , f ohn  4ve rs .  Th ts  p loneer  was
o o r n  i n  C a n a C a .  l ' e  r a s  b o r .  S e p t e . i ; e r  1 4 ,  1 ? 3 O .  ! { e  w a s  b o r n  i n
Bruce ,  Cnte. r i  o ,  nea,r  lTer ,vstaCt .

I {e  ca " re  to  } I o r th  Deko ta  beca r rse  i t  o f  f  e red  the  bes t  opoor -
tun i t i es .  P ioneer  l e f  t  f r r r . re r  hone  16  i , r o r r f  on t .

The  p ioneer  caae  to  lTo r th  Dar ro ta  the  ?8 the  c ia . y  o f  l l a r ch ,  1 t f  2 .
i le  took r : 'p  la" r rC t j \ , /  whF t  i  s  ca.11e:1 "  sguat t ingr t  ,  that  i  s ,  , *e  t t inq
the  l and  and  c la in ing  i t  be fo re  i t  was  s ' . r r ve l . ' eC ,  ? r i ggs  

' ' f ' r n t . i r ,

0 l e a r f i e l d  T o ' w n s h i - p ,  $ e e t i o -  6 ,  T o w n s n i p  \ 4 a ,  R a n g e  q C .
The  f i r s t  hone  T ras  a  shan t ' , r .
The  p rov i s i ' ns  a .nd .  l ' . l nbe r  j ' o r  t i r s  shen t l r

n i l es  b r r r  hc rses  b r : . t  l a te r  Cooper : s town  ssa  s  h t  s
T t  was  i n  3 r i a " r  s  Cor rn ty ,  C lea rs i -e ld  town

was har . : .1e i l  for ty
i r a d i n g  p 1 a c e .

s h i p ,  S e c t i o n  E ,
Towns i r i n  141 ,  Range  ' : , 1  .

r l e  h a s  n o  p i c t u r e s  t o  g i v e  a w a v .
r e  h a s  n c  l e t t e r s  o r  c o o i e s  t o  s i r r e avia-J/.

- - A r n e  c n n ]  a n

/ z 1 0



Blography of John Evers
--Arne Soplen

E1s fatherrs nane ls Mr' Henry Evers and h1e motherfs name is i{aryEvers' {he ploneerr s ne&e 1e John Ev€rs. fhls pron*er wae born lncanad"a. He ilas-Fo* s;ptemler r+, ig6o. He was oonn r_n Bruce, ontar_1o, near Newstadt.  
*

.--",*'. Ho came to North Dakota because lt offered. the best opportunltlesi ', lorleen left farmer home io work out. 
v-*v'v* v4'v v

The ploneer carne to North Dakota. the 28th d.ay of blarch, 1gg2. Hetook up land by what ls carled. oJquaitriqn, tba.t 18, gettlng the lanc1a'nd' elalnlr-rs 1t before lt was 
""r"Jiidl--drieg,*- 

couniy', c1earf1e1d. town-eh1p, Sect lon 6,  Townshlp t+0,-Ra*;-66.

?he flrst home was a shanty. The provtslons anil lumben for theshanty was hauled. 4o mllJe by horses nu-i ]?tgo 
goop;rstown was h1s tradlngplace'  r t  was ln^sr lgge county,  Cr"*" i ierd.  townshlp,  sect loh 6,  Town-shlp 146, Range 60.

I{e as no plctunes to glve &.way. I {e has no ret ters or coples toglve away.
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Blognaphy of Edwln W. Everson
--O1lve GlLbertson - ct -u^-&atdJ6-

0 '

Ed.wln trY. Everson was born Aprll zg, 1Bb?, &t roten, Norway. IIe
1"r! Not'way at the age of nlne ybars and came'to I{lsconsln wtth hts
father, And.rew_Everson, reavlng hls nother, Johannah Everson, rour
brothersr e.Bd. four slsters 1n Norway. fhei arrlved. here one year. later.
In Apr1l, 1880, he left Wlsconsln ano came to North Dakota. i{ ls reason
lP" eomlng to North Dakota was to get free lancl a.nd. also #o*-up wlth
lh" country.  H1s f l rst  c la lm was t f re west hal f  of  sect lo i  Zo, iange bg,
townshlp L44, whlch ls now Greenfleld- townshlp, Grlggs county.

The flrst houge he bullt and. l lved ln ln North Dakota was part sod.
and. part lumber. fhe nearest town was Valley Clty. 3he mos{ cbmmon way
!.f Settrng there was by foot. Hls nearest netghnlr was Abraham Sund.erson.
The f l rst  teams he had. on the farrc were oxen b[ t  later he got- f io"se".
Hls f l rst  machlnery were broad cast seedeb, scotch harrowr-charnplon
harveeterr-  etc.  Hle f l rst  crops were oats,  ana wheat.  W.heat was the
Scotch Fl fe whlch y le ld.ed. twel ty bushels t ;  the acre.  Oats y ie ieea
thlr ty bushels to the acre.  In-  order to get seed. he went to farmers
around- Va.lley Clty that had. ralsed gralns before. Usually he went wlth
a tearn.

He had' many_ha"rdshlps _and. experlences wlth Ind.lans, pralrle f1res,
and. ha"rd bl1zzard.s, none of whlch-were very d.angerous,

He was maruled. to Betsey Mosslng, October 6th,  188b, at  Rlver Fa11s,Wl scongln.

In November,  1912, he wag eLected. representat lve,  reelected. 1n 1914
and 1916,  serv lng- ln  the  yeers_of  1915,  tb t5 ,  and L91 i . - -H; -oog" " i r rA
the I .  V.  A.  ln 1918 and. was elected. presld.ent of  the I .  v.  A.  "Jervrng
unt1I  1922, th_er-r  reslgnlng. Dur lng these yea.rs he nut ln a, I f  h i ; - t lneon the f l r lnE 1lne, th,erefore nentdd. out.his fa-rm, ret : . r rng- i ron-r*rmlng
he moved. to Welun in 1920. He has been 1n the st6re buslness now four
I99Is. .  Hls present home 1s at  Wa1um. I I ls  d.escend"ants ere &[rs.  ClaraGl lbertsolr ,  Ed-wln Everson, Walum, N. Dak.,  Iv l rs.  Jui la E. panrersoi 'sEz
E: Aog'  59,  Los Angeles,  ca1l forn1a, Mrs.  Mable Jensen, 56gb vermont
l lTuul , -Long-Beach, Ca11fornla,  _1\ ,11s. Myrt le rnu"rotr ,  H6ten rvereonl  Box
?.8+",  ^Kal1spe11, t iontana, IUrs.  Adet lne turnpay, ZOz4'T; t l ; ;  ; ; ; :  ] - 'd6ut i iu,Washlngton. Deceased. 1s Axel  Everson, l - }ZS-,-  g6nton"-Everson.

-  Glcenichl ld-ren, 01lve Gl lbertson, Everet t  Gl lbertson, Donald Gl lbertson,
Vlolet  Gl lbertsol ,  Roy St loertson, John Ev-enson, Thelma Everson, Vlrgl ln laFlverson, Marlon Evers_on, Robert  E_verson, yfalumr'N. Dak.,  mwooa'Jensen,' i:r€rald' Jensen, 3634 Verraont St., Long Beach, ga.Uio"rrfu, gttswonth fver-
gon:.Fo* ?_8A,.Kal lspe1l ,  i , r iontana, t t l l lan Turnpaw, ZO?.t '  T; t i ; " -A; ; .
$eatt le,  washlngton. Deceased.,  Ar lene Jensen,-  tgb,s,



FIO}IE R BICG.qAPF]Y
E, . lwln 1T.  {verson

Edwin iT-  Everson v ' , 'as born Apr i l  2?,  lu i j?  at  rc ten,  l forway.
I {e  l e f t  $o rway  a . t  t he  Age  c f  n lne  yea rs  and  ca r re  t r r  l ? i scons j . . . , t _ thr - ' i  c  re rha r  t nd rew Everson ,  l eav ing  i t i  s  : l o the r ,  Johannah  Eve rson ,;  - .  u . 4 u 4  

t  I

f ou : :  b ro the rs ,  a ,nd  fou r  s ie te rs  i n  l f o rway .  Th6 -v  a r r i veC he re  one
y e a - r  l a t e r -  f n  A p r i l  1 8 8 0  h e  l e f t ; $ i s c  n s i n  a n d  c a ' r e  t o  N o r t h  D a . ' k c t a .
l { i s  reason  fo r  con ing  to  i { o r t l :  Dako ta  was  to  qe t  f ree  l anc j  and .  a l so
g row t rp  v " i t h  t he  coun t r v .  r r i *q  f i r s t  c l a i "n  was  the  u res t  ha . l - f  o f  sec -
! i ? "  2O t  range  SoQ,  townsh ic  I+4 ,  wh i  ch  i s  now Sreen f l e ld  tov rnsn in ,
G r i g g s  C o u n t ' .

The f l rs t  house he bui l t  and l tvec l  in  in  Tror th Dakota.  lvas r :ar t
sod  and  pa , r t  l u , rbe r .  ?ne  nea res t  t own  was  va l J -ey  c i t y .  The  mbs t
connon  wa l r  o f  se t t i ng  the re  was  bv  foo t .  F l s  nea res t  ne ighbor  was
Abraham Gr. rnderson.

T h e  f i r s t  t e a r s  h e  h a d  o n  t h e  f p r " r  w e r e  o x e n  b r : t  l e t e r  h e  q o t
h  o rses  .  r l t  s  f  l r s t  i ' nach i  ne rJ r  y re re  b roed .  ca  s t  seeder ,  sco teh  ha r iow ,
c h a r , n p i o n  h a r v e s t e r ,  e t c .  ' - r i s  f i r s t  c r o p s  w e r e  o a t s ,  a n C  w h e a t .  i ? h e a t
r vas  the  Sco tch  F r  f e  wh ich  I ' i e l dec l  twen t i r  b r i she l s  t c  t he  ac re .  Oa ts
l " ' i e l d e d  t h i l t j r  b u s h e l s  t r :  t h e  a c r e .  T n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  s e e d  h e  w e n t  t o
fa rne rs  a rO ' . rnd  Va I l ey  C l t r r  t ha t  had  ra i se r l  s "a ins  1 re f93g .  rTs t ra l l v
i : e ' i . ' en t  r r i . t h  e .  t ea ,y l

I l e  h a . d  r n a n r r , h a r ' { s h i p s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  I n C i a n s ,  p r a i r i e  f i r e s ,
a n d  h a r d  b l i z z a r d s ,  n o n e  o f  w h i e h  w e r e  v e r y  c a n ( e r c r r s .

I l e  w a s  n a . r r i e d  t o  B e t s e y  l T o s B i n g ,  O c t o b e r  a ,  1 u 8 5 ,  & t  L i v e r  F a L 1 s ,
l f l  sc  on  s in .

In  l f ove ' rbe r  1912  he  was  e lec ted  rep resen ta t i ve ,  ree lec ted  i . , r  1?14
anr l  191,?, ,  serv lng in  t  he years c f  1 ' , ,119,-  191b,  ancL ] ' ILT .

_ i - i e ,_o rgan ized  the  I .  V .  A .  i n  l - ! i l u .and  w i , s  e lec tec l  p res lden t  oJ '
t h e  I .  V .  A .  s e r v i n g  ' : n t 1 - 1  I ? 2 2 ,  t h e n  r e s l g n i n g .  D r - r r i n s  t h e s e  y e p r s
n e  p u - t  i r  a l l  r r l e  t i n e  o n  t - h e  f i r i n g  1 1 n e , - t h e i e f o r e  r e n t e c l  o , r , t  h t s
larn,  re t i - ' r1nq f ' . 'on fer"n ing h,e rncveE- tc  * l i lu . r  in  r .?20.  r ls  has been
in the s tore bt , : .g j .ness novv '  i 'o t - r r  Jrea. rs .  F1s pr ;sent  hor .ne 1s at  - . , , r 'a1r :n .

H i  s  r - l escendan ts  a re  ! [ r s .  C la ra  G i l be r t son ,  E r lw in  Eve rson ,  l / a1un ,
j l .  l a t r . ,  l l r s .  J u l 1 a  E .  D a n i e l s o n ,  n 4 , ?  E .  A v e .  z g ,  L o s  A n p : e r e s  j  c a . l i f  . ,
l i r s .  l l a , b l e  J e n s e n  ,  S a z s  T , r e r m o n t ,  s t r e e t ,  L o n g  s e a 6 h ,  c a l i f  .  ,  ' l r s  .
i , 1 y r t 1 e  f v e r r c n  -  r T e l  c n  T r r c r s 5 n ^  B o x  ? 8 . L '  , / a 1  l  n n o ' l  - r  

' t r l . 1

A r l p l  . i n o  T r r _ - ^ " ,  
t  

Y _ t Y - , t  
J . v € J ' ' . - ' v r L ;  ! v A  J ( - = r  r - u 4 r o , r v r ! ,  - n t 8 3 1 . a , ,  t n l g .

n s s r r r r c ;  . r L - r r r r y * I y / ,  - 2 O 7 2  T a 1 ' 1  
" "  

A v e . ,  S e a t t l e ,  r , ' i a s h l _ n g t o n .  D e c e a s e d "  : L s
A x e l  E v e r s o n ,  1 ? Z Z ,  B e n t o n  T v e r s o n .

Grandch i l d ren :  O11ve ,  Eve re t t ,  f ' ona - ' 1 -d ,  V io le t  and  F .ov  G l r  he r t son ,
J o h n ,  T h e l n a ,  Y i r g l n i a ,  ' l a r i c n ,  i l o o e r t  E v e r s o n ,  . . a 1 u " r ,  I .  l p l . r  E l w c o r i
a n d  C e y a l d  J e n s e n ,  Z 1 Z , S  l / e r n o n t  S t . ,  L o n g  B e a e h ,  C e 1 _ i f  ,  I l - s w o r t hT r rovann  I rav  2v4  ra l i sns l l  ,  

' " cn tana ' ,  L i t i i an  r r : rn .a * l -  zo i j : " i ; .  i ; t  Ave . ,: 2 V 4

S e a t t l e ,  l ' e s h i n : t o n .  b e c e i s e c j ,  l ^ r 1 e n e  J e . s e n ,  l - . } Z Z . '

- - o l i r r e  ? i l b e r t s o n

/3
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PIOIfHSR EI0SRAP$f ! .. ,': ; f ,,"' ,t# f
s<iwin' s' Everson '{'^y 

l}{'tu4 
rii+Ut'e/i+;'tn

U

r,f gdwin W. Everson wae born April 39, l"E5? at Toten, $orway' 
He left !{orwa.y a,t the age of nlne yes.rs a.ird. ca.me to iTieconsin with hle
fa. ther,  Andrew Evereon, leaving his rnother,  Johannah Everecn, four
brothers,  and four s leters in ldorway. They arr ived here one year lat-
er.  In Apr i l . '1880, he lef t  Ti isconsin and ca.,ne to l {or t i r  Dakota.
HJ.s reason for corning tc i for th Dakcta.  was to get $ree la.nd and. aiso

.  grof i I  up wl th the country.  Hls f i rst  s la lm'wa.s the west hal f  of  sec-
t ion ?0, range 59, township I+4, which is novi  *reenf le ld.  township,

.Sr iggs  County .' f lThe f i rst  house he bui l t  anci ,  l ived. in in l lor th Dakota was part  sod. a.nd
part  lumber.  The neareet town was Val ley Ci ty.  The most cof imon wa,y
of gett l t tg;  there wa-s by foot .  l {19 nearest  neighbor wa:s Abraha.n #under-

/  8On.'The f  l ret  tea:ag he had on t i ie farr i*  were oxen but later.  he got horsee.
Hts f l rst  machinery wexe broad ca.st  seeder,  scotch harrow, champlon
ha.rvester,  etc.  f l is  f l rst  crops were oats,  a.nd wheat.  l fheat we,s the
$cotch  F i fe  wh lch  y te lded twehty  bushe ls  to  toe  ecre .  Oats  y ie lded
t.hir ty bushels to the o,cre.  I r r  order to get eeed he went to farmere
a.round Val}ey Ci ty tha. t  had re. ised gralnb before.  Usual ly he went
w i t h  a  t e a m .

{ lHe had rxany hardships and exper iences wlth Ind" iansr pralr le f i res,  a,nd
hard  b l l zzards ,  none o f  wh ich  were  very  dangerous .

rHe was mar r ied  to  Betsey  L{ose lng ,  October  6 th ,  1885,  a . t  R iver  F 'a l l s ,
i i ' i  gcons in.- {  
In  l {overnber ,  1912)he wa,s  e lec ted  representa t ive ,  ree lec tec l  ln  1914
and 1916,  serv ing  in  the  years  o f  1913,  1915,  and 1€17
He organ ized the  1 .  Y .  A .  ln  I91B and v ras  e lec ted  pres id"en t  o f ' the
I .  V.  A.  eerving unt l l .  19ee, then reelgning. Dur ing these yeare he
put  j .n  a l l  h is  t ime or / the  f l r ing  l lne ,  there fore  ren ted  ou t  h is  fe rnr ,
ret i r lng f ron faruing he ruoved to i la lun ln 1920. He hae been ln the
store buslness now four yeers.  HtB present hoine le at  l ta lum.
l l is  descendants a,re Mrs.  Clara * i lbertson, Ed.v,r in Ever6on, \ {a1-um, I i .
Dak . ,  l f rs .  Ju l la .  E .  IJan ie lson,  5+7 n .  Ave.  39 ,  Los  Ange les ,  Ca l l fq rn ia ,
MrB" l Iable Jeasen, 3635 Verroont Street,  Long Bea.ch, Ci . t i fornia,  l , { rs.
Myrt le lver,son, H-elea Everson, Box 284, Ka.11spe] l  ,  Montena, 1, , { rs.  Ade-
l ine Turnpa.w, e07** Taylor Ave.. ,  Seatt le,  l igashington. pecea.sed dld

- l B  A x e l  E v e r s o n ,  L 9 2 3 ,  S e n t o n  E v e r s o n .
f l  Grandqh i ld ren ,  01 lve  S l lber tson,  f rvere t t  f i l ber tnon,  Donatd  S i lber teon,

V lo le t  l l i l ber teon,  Roy  Oi lber tsonr  Jobn Everson,  The l *a .  Everson,  V i r -
ginia Everson, Marion Everson, f i ,obert  l {verson, Wa. lum, N. Da,k. ,  E1r, ' ;ood
Jeneen,  Gera ld  Jensen,  3635 Ver raont  S t . ,  Long tsee,ch ,  Ca l i . f ' o rn la . , -811s-
wor th  Iversonr  Box  e84,  Ka l i spe l l ,  i {on tana,  L i t l i a ,n  Turnpawr  20?*  Tay-
lo l  Ave.  $eat t le ,  : , - la ,sh inp-1 ton .  

.  Deceaoed,  Ar lene Jengen,  1933.

--01ive , } l lbertson


