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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Nle. E. ®llefson

Ole Elefson was born in Stephens County, Davison, ITllinois,
October 12, 1883. The name of his parents was ¥r. and Mre. Ellef
Olson. When he was a young man some of his friends went to North
Dakota to take up land. When they came back they told ¥r. Tllefson
about this good land. Fe thought he would go and take up a homestead
also. He was only twenty-four years old when he started out from
South Center. He had a few men along with him. - ‘Three of them were
old sailors. They drove with oxen and covered wagons. They took
plenty food along with them, but it did not last very long. They killed
and ate animals that they saw on the way. Some of the animals were buf-
falo, prairie chicken , and so forth.

They had trouble with the Indians and starvation. It took them
three weeks to get to North Dakota. Fe arrived here in June 1881
and settled on his homestead near the Shevenne River in Pilot Mound
Township 148, Section 28, Range 59.

There were two hundred Indians that had settled southeast of

his house. The women were sitting around doing their fancy work.
When they saw Mr. Ellefson and the rest of his men, one Indian made
a funny eign to one of the women. She went in the wigwam and got a
long peace pipe. First she smoked it and then passed it along to the
other men and women. When they came to Mr. Ellefqon he hated to smoke
from 1t but if he wouldn't he wonld have trouble.

One night in an old barn, there were over 1000 gparrows, and a
cat was trying to get some of them but she did not succeed. There
were many men QIeepwnc in it because they had just settled and hadn't
had time to build their homes. Mr. Elefson was one of the men. One
of the men who was laying in bed got up and was going to shoot after
the sparrows. The cat was sitting up in the ra fters and thought he
was going to shoot her so she 1um9ed down and right on the man's face
and almost scratched his eves out. !Nr. Elefson said he would never
forget that. :

After a while when they had settled down, they built a log house,
14 by 18. For fuel they used wood picked up alon~ the river. They
tilled the soil with walking plows and sowed the grain by hand. They
used oxen to draw the loads Or plows. Some of the crops were wheat,
corn, potatoes, and vegetables. Trev would get around 30 to 25 bushels
of seed per acre.. Their nearest town for provisions was Mayville.
Some of his neighbors were Thorne Olson, Ole Groff, Raymond Johnson,
- E. ¥ills, and Mans Kdloen.

One day in 1895 a man near ¥Yloten was burn]ng straw around a
straw pile. A large wind blew up and took the fire along with it. The
fire was going north but just then the wind turned toward the south.

It junped the river, and it rained but there was nothing that could
stop it. After a fe vears hé was married to Lizze Larson of Brooklyn,
Minnesota. He is B85 years o0ld now and has grown-up children who are
all married. He is still living in his 0l1d house in Pilot Mound
Township near the Sheyvenne River.

-—Alfield Halvig
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Blography of Ole E. Ellefson

--Alfteld Halvig 1927

Ole Elefson was born in Stephens County, Davison, Illinois, October
12, 1862. The name of his psrents was lir. and Mrs. Ellef QOlson. When
he was af young man some of his friends went to North Dskots to take
up land. When they came back they told lMr. Elefson about this good
land. He thought he would go and take up e homestead also. He was
only twenty-four years old when he started out from South Center. He
ad a few men glong with him. Three of them were old sailors. They
drove with oxen and covered wagons. They took plenty of food along
with them, but it did not last very long. They killed and ate animals
that they saw on the way. Some of the AY animals were buffalo, prairie
chicken, and so forth.

They had trouble with the Indiasns and starvation. It took them
three weeks to get to North Dskota. He arrived here in June 1881 and
settled on his homestead near the Sheyenne River in Pilot lound Township
148, Section 26, Range 59.

There were two hundred Indisns that had settled southezst of his
house. The women were sitting around doing their fancy work. When
they saw Mir. Elefson and the rest of his men, one Indian made a funny
sign to one of the women. gShe went in the wigwam and got a long pesace
pipe. First she smoked it and then passed 1t along to the other men
and women. When they came to lir. Elefson he hated to smoke from it but
if he hedn't he would have trouble.

One night in an old barn there were over 1000 sparrows, and a cat
was trying to get some of them but she did not succeed. There were
many men sleeping in 1t because they had just settled and hadn't hed
time to build their homes. Uir. Elefson was one of the men. One of the
men who was laylng in bed got up and was going to shoot after the
sparrows. The cat was sitting up in the rafters and thought that he
was going to shoot her so she jumpted down and right on the man's face
and almost scragtched his eyes out. Mr. Elefson s2id he would never
forget that.

After a while when they had settled down, they built a log house,
14x16. For fuel they used wood picked up along the river. They tilled
the soll with walling plows and sowed the grain by hend. They used oxen
to draw the loads or plows. Some of the crops were whesat, corn,
potatoes, and vegetables. They would get around 20 to 25 bushels of
seed per acre. Their nearest town for provisions was Mayville. Some
_Of his neighbors were Thorne Olson, Ole Groff, Raymond Johnson, I. E.
_4111s, and Hans Koloen.

One day in 1895 & man nesr Kloten was burning steaw around a £
strew pile. A large wind blew up and took the fire along with it. The
fire was going north but just then the wind turned towerd the south.

It jumped the river, and it rained but there was nothing that could

gtop 1t. After = few vesrs
After a few years he was married to Lizze Larson of Brooklyn,

Minnesota. He 1s 65 years old now and has grown-up children who are

ell merried. He 1s still 1living in his o0ld house 1
near the Sheyenne River. . ® An T30k NMowne Temanis
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Diversifled. farming was not the rule so after all, they did not prosper
as well as they might have dons.
s 3

The neighbors in that immediate vicinity lived but one-half a mile
away. They were Charles Helling and Andrew Anderson. There were no
community gatherings, however, and enjoyment was had when the nelghbors
visited each other.

Three glirls were added to the Erickson family in successive years

but frouvble was not long denied them. IUrs. Erickson died April 8, 1894

{from an lllness of several months duration. At the time of this catas-
Trophe the girls were not all capable of teking care of themselves. Two
neighbors, old friends of the family, then adopted the two youngest so
they could fare better, even though it broke up the family. ir. Erickson
lived without a wife but for two years after this. Then in February he
wes wed to Augusta Ness of Fargo. She had been working in private homes
prior to her marriage, but then she came to the farm with him and tried
to be a mother for the girls.

sorrow in one thing often means luck in another. Mr. Erickson soon
prospered finaneclally and built a new home a mile farther west. It
stormed so badly, however, that he could not complete it until a season
later than he had planned and they lost a year on the new place.

Eleven children were born in this home, but Mr. Erickson did not
relapse financlally nevertheless and in 1916 a stilill better abode went
up. It was large and equipped with modern conveniences, quite a change
from a one room shack which had housed them in the beginning.

But Mr. Erickson lived only a month after the house was completed.
A paralytic stroke affected him, and he passed away after a few days'
1liness.

His two oldest boys were now almost grown up so they continued the
farm work. Both of them married a few years later and then the oldest
stayed home. Mr. Erickson had left seven guarters and it was quite a
task.

Mrs. Erickson lived six years after her husband's death. Then she
was afflicted with apoplexy and dled, leaving ten children. The oldest,
Ogscar l1s married and lives on a farm. He has three children, two boys
and a girl. Hjalmar lives in Minnesota with his wife and three children,
twin boys and a girl. Harold and Algot are working at neighboring farms
near Glenfleld. Carl owns a butcher .shop in Leal, North Dakota. Virgil
and Axel are at home with Peloris, aged ten. They stay with Oscar and
Ivlg wife. Freda, the oldest girl, has taken a course in Beauty Culture
/4 it is home at present. Of the five girls from Mr. B#icksen's first wife,
three are lliving. The two youngest, Emme and Buth died several years
ago. oelma is working in Valley City and Elvira 1s on a farm west of
Cooperstown. Mrs. A, 0. Peterson 1ls the only one of this vieinity. She
has four girls. .

In all Mr. and Mrs. Erickson have surviving them, ten chlildren, three
step-daughters of llrs. Erickson, and ten grand children.
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PTONEER BTOGRAPHY
John ERvers

Hig father's name is Vr. Yenry Evers and his mother's name is
Mary ®vers. The pioneer's name is John Evers. This pioneer was
porn in Canada. FHe was born September 14, 1860. He was born in
Bruce, Ontario, near Newstadt.

He came to North Dakota because it offered the best oppor-
tunities. Pioneer left farmer home to work ont.

The pioneer came to North Dakota the 28the day of March, 1& 2.
He took up land by what is called "sguatting", that is, cetting
the land and claiming it before it was surveved, Griggs. “ounty,
Clearfield Township, Section 6, Township 1468, Range £0.

The first home was a shanty.

The provisions and lumber for the shanty was hauled forty
miles by horses but later Cooperstown was his trading place.

It was in Griggs County, Clearfield township, Section 8
Township 148, Range A0.

He has no pictures to give away.

He has no letters or copies to give away.

b

--Arne Goplen
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Biogrephy of John Evers
--Arne Goplen

His father's name is Mr. Henry Evers and his mother's name is Mary
Evers. The pioneer's name is John Evers. This pioneer was born in

Cenade. He was born September 14, 1860. He was born in Bruce, Ontar-
10, near Newstszdt.

... He came to North Dskots becsuse it offered the best opportunities
1.coneer left farmer home to work out.

The pioneer came to North Dekote the 28th day of March, 1882. He
took up land by what is called "squatting", that is, getting the land
end claiming it before it was surveyed, Griggs County, Clearfield town-
ship, Section 6, Township 148, Range 60.

The first home was g shanty. The provisions and lumber for the
shanty was hauled 40 miles by horses but later Cooperstown was his trading

place. It was in Griggs County, Clearfield township, Section 6, Town-
ship 1486, Renge 60.

He as no pictures to glve away. He has no letters or coples to
glve away.
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Bilography of Edwin W. Everson

;‘ --0Olive Gilbertson - %»au«&auﬁ&&&

Edwin W. Everson was born April 29, 1857, at Toten, Norway. He
left Norway at the age of nine years and ceme to Wisconsin with his
father, Andrew Everson, leaving his mother, Johannah Everson, four
brothers, and four sisters in Norway. They arrived here one year. later.
In April, 1880, he left Wisconsin and ceme to North Dakots. His reason
“or coming to North Dskota was to get free land and also grow up with
the country. His first claim was the west half of section 20, range 59,
townshlip 144, which is now Greenfield township, Griggs County.

The first house he built and lived in in North Dakots was part sod
and part lumber. The nesrest town was Valley City. The most common way
of getting there was by foot. Hls nearest nelghbor wss Abrsham Gunderson.
The first teams he had on the ferm were oxen but later he got horses.

His first machinery were brosd cast seede?r, scotch harrow, champion
harvester, etec. His first crops were oats, and wheat. Wheat was the
Scotch Fife which yielded twenty bushels to the acre. Oats yielded
thirty bushels to the acre. In order to et seed he went to farmers

around Velley City that had raised grains before. Usually he went with
a team.

He had many herdships and experiences with Indians, prairie‘fires,
and hard blizzerds, none of which were very dangerous.

He was married to Betsey liossing, October 6th, 1885, at River Falls,
Wisconsin.

In November, 1912, he was elected representative, reelected in 1914
and 1916, serving in the years of 1913, 1915, and 1917. He organized
the I. V. A. in 1918 and was elected president of the I. V. A. serving
until 1922, then resigning. During these years he put in 211 his time
on the firing line, therefore rentéd out his ferm, retiring from farming
he moved to Walum in 1920. He has been in the store business now four
years. Hls present home is at Welum. His descendants zre Mrs. Clara
Gilbertson, Edwin Everson, Walum, N. Dak., Mrs. Julla E. Danielson 547
E. Ave. 39, Los Angeles, California, Mrs. Mable Jensen, 3635 Vermont
Street, Long Beach, California, Mrs. Myrtle Iverson, Helen Everson, Box :
284, Kalispell, lontsna, Mrs. Adeline Turnpsw, 207% Taylor Ave., Seattle,
Washington. Deceased is Axel Everson, 1923, Benton Everson.

Grandchildren, Olive Gilbertson, Everstt Gilbertson, Donsld Gilbertson
Violet Gilbertson, Roy Gilbertson, John Everson, Thelma Everson, Virgiinia
Fverson, Marion Everson, Robert Everson, Walum, N. Dek., Elwood Jensen,
‘werald Jensen, 3634 Vermont St., Long Besach, Bzlifornia, Ellsworth Iver-
son, Box 284, Kalispell, Montana, Lillian Turnpaw, 2075 Taylor Ave.
Seattle, Washington. Decessed, Arlene Jensen, 1923,

2



i gt

.S

PIONEER BIOGRAPFY
Edwin W. Everson

Edwin Y. Everson was born April 29, 1857 at Toten, Norway.

He left Norway at the age of nine vears and came to Wisconsin with
his father, Andrew Everson, leaving his mother, Johannah Everson,

four brothers, and four sisters in Norway. They arrived here one
year later. In April 1880 he left Wisconein and came to North Dakota.
His reason for coming to North Dakota was to get free land and also
grow up with the country. Fis first claim was the west half of sec-
tion 30, range 59, township 144, which is now Greenfield township,
Griggs County.

The first house he built and lived in in Yorth Dakota was part
sod and part lumber. The nearest town was Valley Qity. The most
common way of getting there was by foot. His nearest neighbor was
Abraham Gunderson.

The first teams he had on the farm were oxen but later he got
horses. Fis first machinery were brozd cast seeder, scotch harrow,
champion harvester, etc. Fis first crops were oats, and wheat. Wheat
was the Scotch Fife which vielded twentv bushels %o the acre. 0Oats
vielded thirty bushels to the acre. In order to get seed he went to
farmers around Valley Citv that had raised grains before. Tsually
he went with a team.

He had many hardships and experiences with Indians, prairie fires,
and hard blizzards, none of which were very dangerous.

He was married to Betsey Mossing, October 8, 1885, at River Falls,
Wisconsin.

In November 1912 he was elected representative, reelected in 1214
and 1918, serving in the years of 1913, 1915, and 1917.

Fe organized the I. V. A. in 1918 and was elected president of
the I. V. A. serving until 1922, then resigning. During these years
he put ir all his time on the firing line, therefore rented ont his
farm, retiring from farming he moved to Walum in 1920. He has been.
in the store business now four yvears. His present home is at Walum.

Hig descendants are ¥rs. Clara Gllbertson, Zdwin ETverson, Walum,
N. Dak., Mrs. Julia E. Danielson, 547 E. Ave. 39, Los Angeles, Calif.,
Mrs. Mable Jensen, 3835 Vermont Street, Long Beach, Calif., ¥rs.
Myrtle Iverson, Helen Iverson, Box 284, Kaliepell, Yontana, Mrs.
Adeline Turnpaw, 2075 Taylor Ave., Seattle, Washington. Deceased is
Axel Everson, 1923, Benton Everson.

Grandchildren: 'Olive, Everett, Donald, Violet and Roy Gilhertson,
John, Thelma, Virginia, Marion, Robert Everson, Walum, ¥. Dak, Elwood
and Gerald Jensen, 3535 Vermont St., Long Beach, Calif, Elsworth
Iverson, Box 284 Ralispell, Montana, Lillian Turnpaw, 2074 Taylor Ave.,
Seattle, Washington. Deceased, Arlene Jensen, 1923.

--0live Gilberteson
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Edwin W. Everson [ﬁyﬂﬂngf g&lyLQJ;Jh

‘fEdWln W. Everson was born April 39, 1857 at Toten, Norway.

He left Norway at the age of nine years and came to Wisconsin w1th his
father, Andrew Everson, leav1ng his mother, Johannah Everson, four
brothers, and four sisters in Norway. They arrived here one year lat—
er. ' In April,1880,he left Wisconein and came to North Dakota.

His reason for coming to North. Dakota was to get free land and also
grow up with the country. His first claim'was the west half of sec-
tion 280, range 59, township 144, which is now Greenfield townehlp,‘
Grigegs County.

HWhe first house he built and lived 1n in North Dakota was pasrt sod and
part lumber. The nearest town was Valley City. The most common way
of getting there was by foot. His nesrest neighbor was Abrahem Gunder-
son.

“The firet teesms he had on the faru were oxen but later he got horses.
His first machinery were broad caet seeder, scotch harrow, champion
harvester, etc. His first crops were oats, and wheat. Wheat was the’
Scotch Fife which yielded twehty bushels to the acre. Qats yielded
thirty bushels to the scre. 1In order to get seed he went to farmers
around Valley City that had raised zraine before. Usually he went
with a team.

THe had many hardshlps and experiences with Indians, preirie firee, and
hard blizzards, none of whioh were very dangerous.

~ He was married to Betsey Mossing, October 6th, 1885, at River Falls,
Wisconsin.

7 In November,1912 he was elected representative, reelected in 1814
and 19816, eerv1ng in the years of 1913, 1915, and 1817.

He organized the I. V. A. in 1918 and was elected president of the

I. V. A. serving until 1922, then resigning. During these years he
put in all his time onfthe firing line, therefore rented out his farm,
retiring from farming he moved to Walum in 1920. He has been in the
store business now four years. His present home is at Walua.

His descendants are Mrs. Clars Gilbertson, Edwin Everson, Welum, ¥.
Dak., Mrs. Julia E. Danielson, 547 E. Ave. 39, Los Angeles, California,
Mrs. Mable Jensen, 3635 Vermont Street, Long Beacn, California, Mrs.
Myrtle Iverson, Helen Everson, Box 284, Kslispell, Montasna, Mre. Ade-
line Turnpaw, 2074 Taylor Ave., Seattle, Washlngton Deceased iré¢

is Axel Everson, 1823, Benton Everson.

4rGrandchlldren Olive Gilberteon, Everett Gilbertson, Donald Gilbertson,
Violet ullberteon, Rey Gilbertson, John Everson, Thelma Everson, Vir-
ginia Everson, Marion Everson, Robert Everson, Walum, N. Dak., Elwood
Jensen, Gerald Jensen, 3835 Vermont 8t., Long Beach, California, Ells-
worth Iverson, Box 284, Kalispell, Montanas, Lillian‘Turnpew, 207% Tay-

“lor Ave. Seattle, Washington. Deceased, Arlene Jensen, 1923.
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