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Diversifled. farming was not the rule so after all, they did not prosper
as well as they might have dons.
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The neighbors in that immediate vicinity lived but one-half a mile
away. They were Charles Helling and Andrew Anderson. There were no
community gatherings, however, and enjoyment was had when the nelghbors
visited each other.

Three glirls were added to the Erickson family in successive years

but frouvble was not long denied them. IUrs. Erickson died April 8, 1894

{from an lllness of several months duration. At the time of this catas-
Trophe the girls were not all capable of teking care of themselves. Two
neighbors, old friends of the family, then adopted the two youngest so
they could fare better, even though it broke up the family. ir. Erickson
lived without a wife but for two years after this. Then in February he
wes wed to Augusta Ness of Fargo. She had been working in private homes
prior to her marriage, but then she came to the farm with him and tried
to be a mother for the girls.

sorrow in one thing often means luck in another. Mr. Erickson soon
prospered finaneclally and built a new home a mile farther west. It
stormed so badly, however, that he could not complete it until a season
later than he had planned and they lost a year on the new place.

Eleven children were born in this home, but Mr. Erickson did not
relapse financlally nevertheless and in 1916 a stilill better abode went
up. It was large and equipped with modern conveniences, quite a change
from a one room shack which had housed them in the beginning.

But Mr. Erickson lived only a month after the house was completed.
A paralytic stroke affected him, and he passed away after a few days'
1liness.

His two oldest boys were now almost grown up so they continued the
farm work. Both of them married a few years later and then the oldest
stayed home. Mr. Erickson had left seven guarters and it was quite a
task.

Mrs. Erickson lived six years after her husband's death. Then she
was afflicted with apoplexy and dled, leaving ten children. The oldest,
Ogscar l1s married and lives on a farm. He has three children, two boys
and a girl. Hjalmar lives in Minnesota with his wife and three children,
twin boys and a girl. Harold and Algot are working at neighboring farms
near Glenfleld. Carl owns a butcher .shop in Leal, North Dakota. Virgil
and Axel are at home with Peloris, aged ten. They stay with Oscar and
Ivlg wife. Freda, the oldest girl, has taken a course in Beauty Culture
/4 it is home at present. Of the five girls from Mr. B#icksen's first wife,
three are lliving. The two youngest, Emme and Buth died several years
ago. oelma is working in Valley City and Elvira 1s on a farm west of
Cooperstown. Mrs. A, 0. Peterson 1ls the only one of this vieinity. She
has four girls. .

In all Mr. and Mrs. Erickson have surviving them, ten chlildren, three
step-daughters of llrs. Erickson, and ten grand children.



