


i Biography of Mr. and Mrs. O, P. Feiring
b and family
--Warren Bruns

Ole P. Feiring was born at Biristranden, Norway, Jenuary 6, 1846.
He came to America at the age of twenty years. Passed some years in and
around Pigeon Falls, Wisconsin before removing to North Dakota. MNMrs.
“Peiring was Beata Melby before marriage. She was born in Hurdalen, Nor-
"\ ay but was only a few weeks old when her people came to Coon Prairie,
Wisconsin to enter upon Pioneer 1life there. MNrs. Feiring was born NMarch
13, 1855. They were married October 9, 1873, at Trempealeau City, Wis.

Seven children were born to this family, two of which died in infancy.
Three girls were born at Pigeon Falls, Wisconsin--Clara, Julie, and Ida.
Oscar was born at the old Eimoen farm and Melven at the tree claim home
near Sutton, North Dakota. This claim was years later sold to A. J.
Anderson who removed the buildings. But the trees planted by the original
owners are still there, a monument to an old piloneer now passed into the
great beyond.

We came to North Dakota because of our hard times in Wisconsin.
The cinch bug was an enemy to be reckoned with in those days. Mrs.
Feiring's parents had already settled in Valley City on a farm one mile
out of the city. Through them came rumors of the great opportunities
for settlers out in North Dakota. Mr, Feiring came to this state in
April, 1884. He and Mr. Hans 0. Lien took a railroad car together and
so brought the few things they possessed with them for their start. The
rest of the Feilring family came Sut May 10, 1884, staying at Valley City
for a time in order to recover from mumps and measels which the children
got on the train. The house on the tree claim was a frame one of three
rooms. It was later built into the large house on the A, J. Anderson
ferm south of Sutton. Three horses, one cow and some rickety machinery
had been brought from Wisconsin. Later some oxen were acquired, but
everything came hard.

It was with the utmost sacrifice that a living was obtained. Dry
winds, prairie fires, inadequate protection on the long trips to town,
blizzards, etc. were some of the things to contend with. The distence
to either Cooperstown or Dazey was eighteen miles. Hennaford was only
a name on the map then. In winter time the family put in some anxious
hours wondering whether father would come home safe and sound. Often
his return was prevented for several days on account of a blizzard.
Those at home struggled with the chores,,with the old bucket well almost

,inaccessible from the piled drifts, and the storm raging for three days
~perhaps. .

The fuel was wood from trees brought from the Sheyenne fiver. These
could be bought if the purchaser would cut hls own. Also soft coal was
burned and some of the bachellors even used twisted hay for fuel.

Neighbors were few at first. Some single men came out on their
claims for the summer but left after their work was completed in the
fall. Neighbors at that time were Hans 0. Llens, the Kjelson brothers,
Emeon brothers, C. J. Erlandson, Christ Jackson, C. C. Frydenberh, and
near or about four miles north were the Rhodes and Lewils families.






Farms LogaTED Mipway BETWEEN SUTTON, ON GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY, AND BINFORD, ON NORTHERN PAciFic RAILwAY. WE Suip From EITHER PoOINT

| % EXCELSIOR FARMS

Or1as H. BruNs, Owner

! Growers of Pure, Certified Grains and Field Seeds. Samples sent
W on request. Also Pure Brsd Poultry, Hogs, Sheep and Cattle

Binford, North Dakota

A Pioneer Sketch.

(Mr. and Mrs. Q. P. Feiring and family.}

1. Ole P. Feiring was born at girdistranden, Norway,Jan.€,1846.
Cameto America at the age of twenty years. Passed some yearsin
and around pPigeon lalls Wisconsin,before removing to NO. DAE;
Mrs. Feiring Beata Melby before marriage. She was born in Hurdalen,
Norwayy put was only a few wecks old when her cople came to
Coon Prairie, Wis. to enter uponpioneer-life thcre. Mprs. Feiring
was born March, 13,1855. Theywere marricd Oct.9,1873. at ITrems
pealeau City,Wis.

Seven children were born to this family, two of which died in
infancy. Three girls were born at Pigeong ‘Fdalls, Wis.~Clara,
Julie,and Ida. Oscar was born at the o0ld Eimoern farm and Melt¥en

~at the tree claim home near sutten, N,Dak. This claim was years

later sold to A. J. Anderson who removed the buildings.

But the trecs planted by the. original owners are still there

a monument to an old pioneer, now passed into the great beyond.
5. We came to NB. DAK. because of our hard times in Wis.

The cinch bug was an enemy to be reckoned withld in those days.
Mrs. Feirings famiiy= parents had already settled in Valley City
on a farm one mile out of the city. Through them came rumors

of the great opportunitics for settlers out in No. Dak.

Mr. Feiring came to this state in April, 1884. He and Mr. Hans
0. Lien took a railroad car together and so brought the few thimgs
they possessed with them for there start. The rest of the Feiring
family came out May,10,1884, staying at Valley City for a time
in order to recover from mumps and measels which the ckildren
got on the train. The hous: on the trec claim was a frame one

of three rooms. It was later built into the large house on the
A. J. Anderson farm south of Sutton. Three horses, cne cow and
some rickety machinery had been brought from Wis. Later sonme
oxen were acquited.put everything came hard.It was the utmost
sackifice that a living was obtained. Dry winds, Prairie fires,
inadequate protection on the long trips to town, blizzards, etc.
_ Were somes of the things to contend with. The distance to either
“@ooperstown or Dazey was eighteen miles.Hannaford was only a
name on the map then. In winter time the family put in some anxious
hours wondering whether father would come home safe and sound.
Often his return was prevented for several days on account of

a blizzard.. Those at home struggled with the chores with the
old buckct’well all most inaccessible from the piled drifts

and the storm raging for: three days.

The fuel was wood from trees brqggh&gﬁromp§hc Sheyenne River.

We give no Warranty express or implied, as tC‘NnQIity, description, productiveness or purity of any seeds we send out, arA will not be in any way responsible for the crop.



These could be bought if the purchasér woulr cut his own. "Alseo

sof't coal was burned and some of the bachellors evin uscd twisted
hay fop fuel. i i

Neighbors were fow at first. Some singlc men admmppcame out on there
claims for the summer but left after, there work was completed

in the fall. Neighbors at that time were Hans (. Licns, the Kjelson
brothers,Emeon brothers, C. J. Lrlandson, Christ Jackson, C.C. 3
Frydenberg near or about four miles north were the Rhodes and

Lewis familfes. Bl

The grain raised was of a good quality but the highest yied raised
at this time was thirty-one bushels t® the acre and the price

about fiftyeight cents a bushel. With walking plows, the old
fashioned seeder and machinery without anvy seats,slow oxen, with

a few poor horscs the farm work went on. Wheat, oats, potatoes,

and other vedgetables were raised. In @PFS91 because wheat had

been touched by frost it sold for thirtysecven cents a bushel.
Butter prices ranged from ten to iftéen cents. Hogs enough for
home consumpion were raised. The diet of these pioneers was mostly
pork and grain foods."Prairiepfires often made people fight for
their homes. Fire brakes had to be made around the buildings.

If the wind was high and the fire jumped the fire break it rad

to he l'ought with wet cunny sacks,and anything at hand. Eye-lashes
were singed and faces blackened because of close proximity to

the enimy. ‘The first school in. this vicinity was held in one

of the t& rooms of the Frydenberg house, the parents paying the
rent and-the district paying tite teacher, miss CLara Poseya

~There was a school in Helena Township known as the White school

-a designatikdn given because of a man by that name living near it.
‘The eldest onc of the Feiring famiy attended school here a few

_months, staying with the kogderud sisters and geine with them .

to this school. Miss Sheely. and Miss Sullivan were teachers in

this school. Divine services@wwecre held at the different homes
until a school came to be built. Rev. P. A. Thoreson was the

first paster, coming from his ordination to take charge of church
work in the cormunity. He preached his first sermon at the Feiring
horme near sutton, and remained in his charge for over thirty- three
years. He and Mrsd Thoreson worked so well among: the people there
that they will ever be rememberdd by all. In the fall of 892 the
Feiring family moved to a new home tow-miles north-east of Coopersbe
town, Na. Dak. wherec they resied rost of the time since except

for a few years spent in Cooperstown for a change. Melvin

still lives there. Mrk Feiring died Dec. 20,1916« Juléi died
teb.11,1920. at Suttun N.Dak.

(Mrs. 0. F. Hoff) Ida(Mrs. O. B. Hoff. resides with her farily
Leeds N. Dak. Oscar lives liavelock, Hettinger Co. N. Dak. and

Clara, (Mrs. Ressemdn Benjamin Tufte) at Cooperstown. Mrs. Feiring
lives with here. ! ;



