Biography of Anund O. Gaastjon
--Kermit B. lMoen

The parents of this ploneer were Olaf Torgerson Gasstjon, his
father, and Mrs. Christie Tjorbjon Datter Gasstjon, his mother. This
ploneer's name is Mr, Anund O. Gasstjon. He was born December 1, 1850,
at Skyen, Norway.

; The reason thet this ploneer came to United States was to get work
end then buy land. The reason that this ploneer came to North Dskota
rather than any other state was because land was cheap and could gY also
be gotten by homestezding and preemption.

Mr. GaastJon came to North Dskota in a covered wesgon and e team of
oxen. He came to North Dskota on June 15, 1881. He took up land on
September 10, 1882. The land was located at Flat Pleasant View, Range
150.

The first home of this pioneer was a frame house. The trips to
town were made by oxen snd covered wagon. The closest town was Grand
Forks, the distance of 30 miles. The nearest neighbors of his were
Elling Nyhus and Stem Tufte.

The only meachinery that lir. Ysastjon had were the wslking plow,
seeder, scythe, and the flail. Oxen were the beast of burden.

The crops which he raised were wheat, oats, and barley. The
fuel was wood which was sawed and hauled from the Goose River. The
hardships of this ploneer were storms every winter, fires spring and
rfall:

lir, Gaastjon was married to Miss Engeborg O. Rilsteazd at Northwood,
North Dskota, August 4, 1883.

He now lives on a farm 5 miles west of Anets, North Dskota. The
descendants of this pioneer ¥ are: Iirs. Obert Wallhood, Aneta, N. Dak.,
lMrs. Hamlin Larson, McVille, N. Dak,. Mr. Oscar Gaastjon, Aneta, N. Dak.,
lir. Carl Gaastjon, Aneta, N. Dgk.
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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Anund 0. Gaastjon

The parents of this pioneer were Olaf Torgerson Gaastjon, his
father, and Yrg. Christie Tjorbojon Datter Caastjon, his mother. This
ploneer's name is Mr. Anund O. Gaastjon. This pioneer was born
December 1, 1850. This pioneer was born at Skyen, Norway.

The reaqon that this pioneer came to Tnited States was to get
work and then buy land. The reason that this pioneer came to Yorth
Dakota rather than any other state was because land was cheap and

could also be gotten by homesteading and preemption.

This piopeer came to North Dakota in a covered wagon and a team
of oxen. He came to North Dakota on June 15, 1881. Tbis pioneer
took up land on September 10, 1883. The 1and was located at Flat
Pleasant View, Range 150. :

The firet home of this ploneer was a frame house. The trips to
town were made by oxen and covered wagon. The closest town was Grand
Forks, the distance of 30 miles. The nearest neighbors of this pioneer
were Elling Nyhus and Stem Tufte.

The only machinery that this pioneer had were the walking plow,
seeder, scythe, and the flail. Oxen were the beast of burden.

The crops which this pioneer ralsed were wheat, oats and berley.
The fuel was wood which was sawed and hauled from the Goose River.

The hardships of this pioneer was storms every winter, fires spring
and fall.

This pioneer was married to Miss Engeborg 0. Bilstead at Worth-
wood, North Dakota, August 4, 1883.

This pioneer now lives on a farm five miles west of Aneta, N. Dak.
The descendants of this pioneer are: Mrs. Obert Wallhood, Aneta, N.
Dak., Mrs. Hamlin Larson, McVille, N. Dak., Mr. Oscar Gaastjon, Aneta,
N. Dak., Mr. Carl Gaastjon, Aneta, N. Dak.

--Zermit B. Yoen
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PIONEER BINGRAPHY
Amund Gilbertson

To write an ordinary story is difficult but to write a storv
which is ture and at the same time interesting as well as relating
all items of interest pertaining to the eubgect at hand is guite a
different undertaking, and such is mv task set before me in attempting
to write the historv oF our worthy citizen, Yr. Amund CGilbertson.

To be sure, I did feel a little embarres%ed as well ass oppressed,
having to do this, but while having my interview T soon forcot al1 of
this and enjoved w1tr him all these happenings and lﬂCI“QWtS and lived
With him in part at least these years in the past. If I can manage

My life, in such a way as to accomplish as much accordingly, I shall
feel it well worth while.

The story that follows is in a small way the most interesting hap-
penings of his 1ife. B

Mr. Amund Gilbertson was born Avgust 22, 1857 in Valres, Norway.
His mother's name was Sigrid Gulqdaugﬁter and his father'!s name was
Culbran Yikkelson. There were four boys and four girle in the family
and he was the seventh. Ve was born on a farm which was located right
on the fjord, "The Wevlingen". The farm covered about 200 acres of
which about 30 acres were under cnltivation. Tach farm in those days
in Norway had one to two and three horses. Their livlihood came from
herding, fishing and logging.

In 1880 at the age of 22 years he decided to come to the "mited
Statees havine heard of wondrous possibilities in thie land of ours.

It toox him about 12 days to come across the Atlantic Ocean ani
about two days on the Yorth Sea, taking passage on the Cunard Line.

He landed at Boston instead of “ew York as boats do now His sister
and her husband came also with him. From Boston he wentto ¥ensett,
Towa. We considered settWina there but as all the land was alreadv
taking, and none to be had for less than ten dollars per acre, he de-
cided to seek for land elsewhere. Fe left Towa about May 17, 1881 and
went as far by railroad as Blanchard, N. Dak., where the railroad had
already been bnilt. From there he went to the Goose River vielnity.
He intended to settle here but all the land was taken here too, so
found he had to go west again. He stayed in Goose River Vallev about
one month, then came out here with prospectors, but in June returned
t0 Goose River again and staved there till the 12 of December working,
then he went to Wisconsin and staved there till March working in a
lumber camp, coming back in the spring to Goos River Valley.

in tnose days one had to make the best of opportunities and earn
extra dollars whenever poseible. That spring a humber of them in-
cluding Tver Thompson, Torkel Fosholt, Thor FHagen, and a few others
all came here seeking tor land.

Traveling then was no easy matter and their only way was by foot,
following merelv a prairie trail.

Hov1n9 heard of Red Willow Lake and its scenic beauty and the in-
stinct of settling near timber and water neer which thev had lived all
their lives, they went there hoping to find what they wanted. However,
the land Was too rolling and too stony so they returned here. e
visitedat Willow Lake for two days with acquaintances however. ¥e fileAd
on May 2, 1882, on the northeast guarter, Section 10, Range 58 west,
wherethe school house is now located and in order to io this he had to
go to Fargo, Worth Dakota. UTe walked to Mayville and from there he
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Amund Gilbertson (continued)

took the train to Farge. Filing in those days cost from %18 to #18

only. Upon coming back he put up a log cabin and in 1883 began

breaking with a pair of oxen which he bought north of Portland, N. Dak.,
for which he paid %180. Rather aristocratic names they had, Duke and
Dime! With these steady oxen he broke about 30 acres.

In 1882 before filing on his land he worked on the Cooper ranch
receiving the magnificent sum of #2.00 a day in harvest and threshing.
There were 32 shockers and 18 binders so one can imagine what a large
farm it was in those days. It was here Mr. Gilbertson made his first
acgunaintance with the ripe tomato. 7Tt was undoubtedly a cheap food for
it was served in place of our common food "sauce.". By adding some
sugar it was guite a dish. Fortunately for nim, he 1iked them and the
tomato has been his friend ever eince. Another incident which he re-
lated was the problem of drihking water with so manv shockers. I%
kept one man buey all day long, hauling water. This he did by having
a large keg in a bus:v, going from one man to the next. By the time
the last one had been watered the first one was waiting.

There were no Indians living here when Mr. Gilbertson came but he
frequently talked with Indians going through the country who were
digging "snake roots". These were t0 be used for medicinal purposes.
The Sibley trail and crossing, however, were very evident, this having
been used by Sibley when on his way to fight Tndians at the Wissouri
River.

In 1884 five rcres more were broken -»p on which he raised 1320
bushels of wheat. Tn 1¥85 he broke 30 acres more on which he raised
1000 bushels of wheat. He sold part of this receiving the paltry sum-
of$.38 per bushel. In the same vear he bought a plow and harrow in
Mayville but borrowed a drill to seed it with. At this time the reaper
had no binding attachment as now but the grain was bound by hand. Tn
the year 1883 three neighbors went together and bought a regular binder
for $240, thinking this would solve their harvesting problems. Tt had
a 6 foot cut and YcCormick make, but it proved unsatisfactory.

The 1lure of the trees and sight of water proved too strong for
Mr. Gilbertson, and in 1888 he moved from the prairie down near the
banks of the Shevenne river where he lived for many vears until moving
to the home where he now lives. This time too he built a log cabin
for his living quarters.

Food was not abundant but he always had all necessities, never
experiencing hmger, which many pioneers did from the lack of food. Te
boests of having had one milch cow at this time#k but apparently
pioneering was too much for her, for she became tangle3 up in her
picket rope and committed suicide by drowningc. Imagine the loss!

Chickens were not cowmon then, he having none. Two oxen and one
cow, while the cow lived, were all his possessions.

Conditions then were similar to now as far as wheat flour goes.
Theat sold for as little as ".30 per bushel but flour sold for 25.00
per 100 pounds. ‘

Groceries he bouzht in Cooperstown for the railroad came here in
1822. The vear 1883 is particeularly remembered on account of the lack
of rain, no rain at all until July 3, which resulted in Vvery poor crops.
1885 was again dry, 1887 was sgain remembered as an odd yesar, there
being nothing practically raised but "pig weeds." Tn 1888 an extremely
heavy frost visited this locality =nd the nicht of August 18 saw the
crops laid waste. Yo one can guite realize what this hardship meant
to thepioneers, especially for those with larce families.

26



Amund Gilbertson (continued)

Mr. Gilbertson told an amusing story in regard to this yvear. a
certain pioneer family whose numbers were rather large were neighbors
of his. One of the older girls was at Hope working and her younger
sister was with her attending school. After this heavy frost she was
extremely worried in regard ‘to the welfare of her people. HYe sister
who was always an optimist did not guite see it that way. The older
sister one day said, "T canrot see what the folks will do, now that tke
wheat is gone!" '"Do," she said, "there's nothing to do, they will
just have to eat frozen meat."

In 1891 thev experienced a bumper crop, so much so, that they had
never had one like it in previous years.

Socially they all seemed to be on the same level, and the good old
hospitality which was extended to one and all in those davs seems to
have been forgotten or else it is that we are not in sympathy with
one another's problems as they were then.

Picking buffalo bones was an industry in which ¥r. Gilberteon was
emnloyed for a while and for which he received #20 a ton. However,
he did not go into it as heavily as many others as he felt he must mavre
use of his time improving hig land.

He has enjoyed hunting deer bere. John Pitch, a more or less
trapper and he nsed to go hunting with him and at one time they shot a
deer weighing about 800 pounds.

When asked if he recalled anv happening of partioular interest, he
told about when going to buy his oxen. On his way home he was caught
in a blizzard which proved so severe that both his ears were so badly
frozen that they burst open as an after effect. He did not take his
oxen with him when he bought them, but went back to Portland for them.
Going over he went on skiis. The sun and snow were so glaring and
dazzling that he became "Snow Blind" which lasted two Jays, the most
painful experience he can recall. Ve was delaved for some time at
Portland and when coming back the oxen had to swim a creek they had to
cros= which had been so swollen from the spring thaw that both he and
the oxen were nearly drowned. Darkness overtook them. They finally
came to an old shack where they camped over night without a bite of
supper for breakfast. About noon the next Javy thev reached Opheim's
where food could be bought, again thankful that the trip was over.

Some of the pioneers Mr. CGilbertson frequentlv visited were John
Pitch, John Atechison, Mr. Vet Pound, Charlie Piatt, and 'r. Park.

Mr. Gilbertson's grain was threshed by Mr. Swen Olgaard for the
first 4--5 years, paying usually #.05 per bushel. After a while he
pecame interested in it too and bought a2 threshing rig of his own.

Buggies were an unknown luxury. WYe was the proud owner of a lumber
wagon which proved very satisfactory while it rained but during dry
weather the tires were always missing.

By the most careful economy a little wealth was acquired, every
vear adding a small sum to the nest egz. Farm machinery improved, roads:
were built, homes were enlarged or new ones bnilt, the price of grain
advanced, and wheat still remained king of grains. More land was
bought to raise more grain to sell more wheat, to get more money, to
buy more land, and so the story goes.

However, there came the problem of diversified farming and weed
eradication. This compelled the farmers to put forth more effort in
farming.
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Amind Gilbertson (continued) : X

¥Mr. Gilbertson finding help @& serious proble decided he had been
active lon® enough so rented his ferms. He has always been in-
terested in improvements, betterment and education, hoving served

on township boards as director or various organizations and the like.

Mr. Gilbertson was married to Mary Fitcher in 1888, her father
too being a pioneer. To them were born 5 children, three of whom:
are living. They are *re. Y. ¥. Lunde, Jr. living hear the Sheyenne
in Sverdrup township, Mrs. Fred Yelgard living at Grace City, N. Dak.,
and Mrs. Lloyd W. Roen of Fargo, N. Dak.

He is making his home with his daughter, Mrs. Lunde, his wife
passing swav over 20 years ago.

Hardships have been endured, disappointments met, and loved ones
taken awav, yet he is active and alert. Tnless knowing no one would
guess the chance that has come over this state of ours. He has visited ’
his home land, Norway, twice since coming here, the last trip within
four vedrs past, vet he is always so happy to come back to his own
country, the Tnited States, and to his own state North Dakota.

I might go on telling experiences but I have tried to get the most
importa-t facts as he sees it in his life, and hope T have succeeded
at least in part, in writing his pioneer davs.

--Esther Njaa

»
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/ / Blography of Amund Gilbertson
/ f ' --Esther NJjas

i .
%o write an ordinary story is difficult but to write g story which

1s true and at the same time interesting as well as relating all items

of interest portaining to the subject at hand is quite a different

undertaking, and such is my task set before me in attempting to write

the history of our worthy citizen, Mr. Amund Gilbertson. To be sure,

~4id feel a2 1little embarrassed gs well as oppressed, having to do

this, but while having my interview I soon forgot all of this and enjoyed

with him 211 these happenings and incidents, and lived with him in

vart at least these years in the past. If I can manage my life, in

such a way s to accomplish as much asccordingly, I shall feel it well

worth while.

The story that follows is in a small way the most interesting
happenings of his life.

Mr. Amund Gilbertson was born August 22, 1857 in Valdres, Norway.
His mother's name was Sigrid Gulsdaughter and his father's name was
Gulbran Mikkelson. There were four boys and four girls in the famlly
end he was the seventh. He was born on a farm which was located right
on the fjord, "The Nevlingen". The farm covered sbout 200 acres of
which sbout 30 acres were under cultivation. Each farm in those deys
in Norway had 1 to 2 and 3 horses. Their livlihood came from herding,
fishing, and logging.

In 1880 at the age of 22 years he decided to come to the United
States having heard of wondrous possibilities in this land of ours.

It took him gbout 12 days to come across the Atlantic ocean and
about 2 days on the North Sea,taking passage on the Cunard line. He
landed at Boston instead of New York as boats do now. Hisg sister and
her husband came also with him. From Boston he went to Kensett, Iowa.
He considered settling there but as all the land was slready teken, and
none to be had for less than ten dollars per acre, he decided to seek
for land elsewhere. He left Iowa about May 17, 1881 and went as far
by railrosd as Blancherd, N. Dask., where the railroad had already been
built. From there he went to the Goose river vicinity. He intended
to settle here but all the land was taken here too, so found he had
to go west agaln. He stayed in Goose River Vaslley about one month,
then came out here with prospectors, but in June returned to Goose
River ageln and stayed there t1ll the 12th of December working, then
b> went to Wisconsin and stayed there till March working in a lumber
camp, coming beck in the spring to Goose River Valley.

In those days one had to mske the best of opportunities and earn
extra dollars whenever possible. That spring a number of them including
Iver Thompson, Torkel Fosholt, Thor Hagen, and a few others all came
here seeking for land.

Traveling then was no easy matter and their only way was by foot,
following mepely a prairie trsil.



Biography of Amund Gilbertson
~-Esther Njas

Heving heard of Red Willow Lake and its scenic beauty and the
instinct of settling near timber and water near which they hed lived
all thelr lives, they went there hoping to find what they wanted.
However, the land was too rolling znd too stony so they returned here.
He visited at Willow Lake for 2 days with acquaintances however. He
~1led on May 2, 1882, on the northeast quarter, Section 10, Range 58
west, where the school house is now located and in order to do this he
had to go to Fargo, North Daskota. He walked to Mayville and from there
he took the train to Fargo. Filing in those days cost from $16 to $18
only. :

Upon coming back he put up a log cabin and in 1883 began breaking
with a palr of oxen which he bought north of Portland, North Dakota, for
which he paid $160. Rather aristocratic names they had, Duke and Dime !
With these steady oxen he broke about 30 acres.

In 1882 before filing on his land he worked on the Cooper Ranch re-
celving the magnificent sum of $2.00 a dsay in hsrvest and threshing.
There were 32 shockers and 18 binders so one can imegine what a large
farm 1t was in those days. It was here Mr. Gilbertson made his first
acquaintance with the ripe tomato. It was undoubtedly a cheap food
for 1t was served in place of our common food "sauce". By adding some
sugar 1t was quite g dish. Fortunstely for him, he liked them and the
tomato nas been his friend ever since. Another incident which he re-
lated was the problem of drinking weter with so many shockers. It
kept one man busy ell day long, hauling water. This he did by having
e large keg in a buggy, going from one man to the next. By the time
the last one had been wastered the first one was waiting.

There were no Indians living here when MNr. Gilbertson came but
he fequently telked with Indians going through the country who were
digging "sneke roots". These were to be used for medicinsl purposes.
The Sibley treil and crossing, however, were very evident, this having
been used by Sibley when on his way to fight Indiesns at the Missouri
River.

In 1884 five acres more were broken up on which he raised 130 bu. _
of wheat. In 1885 he broke 30 acres more on which he rsised 1000 bu. of
wheat. He sold part of this receiving the pasltry sum of §.38 per bushel.
In the same year he bought a plow and harrow in Mayville but borrowed

drill to seed it with. At this time the reaper had no binding at-
vachment as now but the grain was bound by hand. In the year 1883
three neighbors went together and bought a2 regular binder for $240,
thinking this would solve their harvesting problems. It had = 6 ft.
cut and McCormick make, but it proved unsatisfactory.

The lure of the trees and sight of weter proved too strong for
Mr. Gilbertson, and in 1886 he moved from the prairie down near the
banks of the Sheyenne where he lived for many years until moving to the
home where he now lives. This time too he built a log cebin for his
living quarters. : :



Bilogrephy of Amund Gilbertson
--ESther NJaas

Food was not gbundant but he slways hsad 21l necessities, never experi-
encing hunger, which many pioneers did from the lack f of food.

He boasts of having had one milech cow at this time, but apparently
nloneering was too much for her, for she became tangled up in hie pick-
-5 rove and committed suicide by drowning. Imagine the loss!

Chickens were not common then, he having none, Two oxen end one
cow, while the cow lived, were gll his possessions.

Condltions then were similar to now as far as wheat flour goes.
Wheat sold for as little as $.30 per busheld but flour sold for $5.00
per 100 pounds. :

Grocerlies he bought in Cooperstown for the resilroad came here in
1885. The yesr 1883 is particulegrly rememoered on account of the lack
of rain, no rein st all until July 3rd, which resulted in very poor
crops. 1886 was agein dry, 1587 was sgaln remembered as sn odd year,
there belng nothing prasctically raised but "pig weeds". In 1888 an
extremely heavy frost visited this locslity and the night of August 16th
saw the crops laid waste. No one can quite realize what this hardship
meant to the pioneers, especiglly for those with lerge families.

Mr. Gilbertson told en smusing story in regard to this year. A
certaein pioneer family whose numbers were rsther lerge were neighbors
of his. One of the older: girls was at Hope working and her younger
sister was with her attending school. After this heavy frost she was
extremely worried in regard to the welfare of her people. Her sister
who was always an optimist did not qulte see it that way. The older
slster one day ssid, "I cannot see what the folks will do, now that the
wheat 1s gone!" "Do", she ssid, "There's nothing to do, they will Jjust
have to est frozen whest. " | :

In 1891 they experienced s bumper crop, so much so, that they hed
never had one like it in previous years.

Socially they all seemed t0 be on the seme level, and the good old
hospltality which was extended to one and all in those days seems to
have been forgotten or else it is that wer are not in symoathy with
one another's problems as they were then.

Picking buffalo bones was an industry in which Mr. Gilbertson was
employed for a while and for which he received $20 a2 ton. However, he
did not go into it as heavily as many others as he felt he must make
use of his time improving his land. @3

He has enjoyed hunting deer here. John , & more or less
trapperand he used to go hunting with him and at one time they shot a
deerweighing about 800 pounds.



Biography of Amund Gilbertson
--Esther Njas

When asked if he recalled any happening of particular interest, he
told about when going to buy his oxen. On his way home he was caught
in a blizzard which proved so severé that both his ears were so badly
frozen that they burst open as an after effect. He did not take his
»xen with him when hebbought them, but went back to Portland for them.
-olng over he went on skiie. The sun and snow were so glaring and
dazzling that he became "Snow Blind" which lasted two days, the most
painful experience he cen recsell. He was delayed for some time at
Portland and when coming back the oxen had to swim & creek they hed to
cross which had been so swollen from the spring thew that both he and
the oxen were nearly drowned. Dsasrkness overtook them. They finslly
came to an old sheck where they camped over night without a bite of
supper of breakfast. About noon the next day they reached Opheim's
where food could be bought, agein thenkful that the trip was over.

Yo Some of the pioneers Mr. Gilbertson frequently visited were John
, John Atchison, lir. Vet Pound, Charlie Piatt, and Mr. Park.

Mr. Gilbertson's gresin was threshed by Mr. Swen Olgeard for the
filrst 4--5 years, peying usually $.05 per bushel. After s while he
beceme interested in it and bought a threshing rig of his own.

Buggies were an unknown luxury. He was the proud owner of a
lumber wegon which proved very satisfactory while it rained but during
dry weather the tires were always missing.

By the most careful economy a little wealth was acquired, every
yeer adding a small sum to the nest egg. Farm machinery improved, roasds
were built, homes were enlarged or new ones bullt, the price of grain
advanced, and wheat still remeined king of grains. More 1lsnd was bought
To ralse more grain to sell more wheat, to get more money, to buy more
land, end so the story goes.

However, there ceme the problem-of diversified farming and weed
ersdication. Thls compelled the farmers to put forth more efforbt
in farming.

Mr. Gilbertson finding help a serious problem decided he had been
active long enough so rented his farms. He hes alweys been interested
In improvements, betterment and education, having served on township

>

! dards, &s director of various orgsnizations and the like.

Mr. Gilbertson was married to Mary Hagen in 1888, her father too
being a pioneer. To them were born 5 children, three of whom are
living. They are Mrs. M. M. Lunde.Jr. living near the Sheyenne in
Sverdrup township, Mrs. Fred Melgard living at Grace City, North Dasko-
ta, and Mrs. Lloyd W. Roen of Fargo, N. Dsk.

He 1is making his home with his daughter, Mrs. Lunde, his wife
pessing awey over 20 years 8g0.

Hardships have been endured, disappointments met, and loved ones
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Blography of Amund Gilbertson
--Esther Njas

taken away, yet he is active and slert. Unless knowing no one would
guess the chenge that hes come over this state of ours. He has visited
his home land, Norway, twice since coming here, the last trip within
four years past, yet he is alweys so happy to come bsck to his own
¢ountry, the United States, and to his own state, North Dskots.

I might go on telling experiences but I have tried to get the most
important facts as he sees it in his life, and hope I have succeeded
at least in part, in writing his pioneer deys.
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To Jélte an Brdinary story 1s difficult but to write 2 story which
1s true and at the ssme time interesting as well as relsating 211 items
of interest pertsining to the subjJect at hand is quite o different under-
taking, and such is my task set before me in attempting to write the
history of our worthy citizen, Mr. Amund Gilbertson. To be sure, I did
"eel 2 little embarrassed as well as oppressed, having to do this, but
while having my interview I soon forgot 211 of this and enjoyed with
him g1l these happenings and incidents, =nd lived with him in part at
least these years in the past. If I can mgnsge my life, in such a way
&s to accomplish as much accordingly, I shall feel it well worth while.

The story that follows is in & small way the most interesting -hsp-
prenings of his life.

Mr. Agund Gilbertson was born August 22, 1857, in Valdres, Norway.
His mother's name wes Sigrid Gulsdaughter and his father's name was
Gulbren Mikkelson. There were four boys and four girls in the family
end he was the seventh. He was born on s farm which was located right
on the fjord, "The Nevlingen". The farm covered about 200 acres of which
about 30 acres were under cultivetion. FEach farm in those days in Norway
had 1 to 2 and 3 horses. Their livlihood came from herding, fishing,
and logging.

In 1880, at the age of 23 years he decided to come to the United
States having heerd of wondrous possibilities in this land of ours.

It took him agbout 12 dsys to come across the Atlsntic Ocean and
about 2 deys on the North Sea, tsking passage on the Cunard line. He
lended at Boston instead of New York as boats do now. His sister and
her husbend csme slsc with him. From Boston he went to Kensett, Iowa.
He considered settling there but as all the land was alresdy teken, and
none to be had for less than ten dollars per acre,he declided to seek
for lend elsewhere. He left Iowa about Mey 17, 1881, and went as far
by rellroad as Blanchard, N. Dek., where the railrosd hed already been
built. From there he went to the Goose river vicinity. He intended t©
settle here but 211 the laend was taken here, too, so found he had to go
west again. He stayed in Goose River Valley about one month, then came
out here with prospectors, but in June returned to Goose River agaln and
stayed there till the 12th of December working, then he went to Wisconsin
end steyed there till March working in a lumber cemp, coming back in the
spring to Goose River Valley.

In those days one had to make the best of opportunities and earn
extra dollars whenever possible. That spring & number of. them including
Iver Thompson, Torkel Fosholt, Thor Hegen, and g few others 2ll came
here seeking for land. :

Traveling then was no essy matter and their only wey was by foot,
following merely a praeirie trail.

Having heard of Red Willow Lake and its scenic besuty and the instinct
of settling near timber and water near which they hsd lived all their
lives, they went there hoping to find what they wanted. However, the

land was too rolling and too stony so they returned here. He visited
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&% Willow Lske for 2 days with scquaintances however. He filed on May
2, 1882, on the northeast quarter, Section 10, Range 58 west, where the
school house 1is now located and in order to do this he had to go to
Fargo, North Dekota. He welked to Meyville and from there he took the
train to Fargo. Filing in those days cost from $16 to $18 only.

‘ Upon coming back he put up a log cabin end in 1883 began bresking
2 palr of oxxn which he bought north of Portland, North Dakota, for
which he paid $160. Rather aristrocratic names they hed, Duke and Dime!
With these steady oxen he broke about 30 acres.

In 1882 before filing on his land he worked on the Cooper Rench re-
celving the maegnificent sum of $2.00 2 dsy in harvest and threshing.
There were 32 shockers and 16 binders so one can ilmggine what a large
ferm 1% was in those days. It was here lMr. Gilbertson made his first
acquéintance with the ripe tomato. It was undoubtedly a cheep food
for 1%t was served in place of our common food "sauce". By adding some
suger 1t was quite g dish. Fortunately for him, he liked them and the
tomato hes been his friend ever since. Another incident which he re-
lated was the problem of drinking water with so many shockers. It kept
one man busy all day long, hauling water. This he did by having a large
keg in a buggy, going from one msn to the next. By the time the last
one had been watered the first one was weiting.

There were no Indians living here when Mr. Gilbertson came but he
frequently tslked with Indians golng through the country who were
digging "snake roots". These were to be used for medicinal purposes.
The Sibley treill and crossing, however, were very evldent, this having
been used by Sibley when on his way to fight Indians at the Missouri
River.

In 1884, five acres more were broken up on which he raised 130 bu.
of wheat. In 1885 he broke 30 scres more on which he raised 1000 . of
wheat. He sold part of this receiving the paltry sum of $.38 per bushel.
In the ssme year he bought a plow and harrow in Meyville but borrowed g
drill to seed it with. At this time the reagper hed no binding at-
tachment as now but the grain was bound by hand. In the year 1883 three
nelghbors went together and bought a regular binder for &240, thinking
this would solve their harvesting problems. It had & 6 ft. cut and
McCormick meke, but it proved unsatisfactory.

4 The lure of the trees and sight of water proved too strong for Mr.
Gllbertson, and in 1886 he moved from the preirie down nesr the banks
of the Sheyenne where he lived for many yeers until moving to the home
where he now lives. This time too he built s log cebin for his living
duarters.

Food was not abundsnt but he alwaysihad all necessities, never experi-
encing hunger, which meny pioneers did from the lakk of food.

He boasts of having had one milch cow at this tlme, but apparently

-—
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ploneering was too much for her, for she beceme tangled up in her pick-
et rope and committed sulcide by drowning. Imagine the loss! Chickens
were not common then, he having none. Two oxen and one cow, while the
cow lived, were all his possessions. :

: Conditions then were similar to now as far as wheat flour goes.
Wheat sold for gs little ss $.30 per bushel but flour sold for $5.00 per
100 pounds.

Groceries he bought in Cooperstown for the rsilroad ceme here in
1883. The year 1883 is particularly remembered on account of the lack
of rain, no rein at 211 until July 3rd, which resulted in very poor crops.
1886 was again dry, 1887 was agaln remembered ss an odd year, there being
nothing practicslly raised but "pig weeds". In 1888 an extremely heavy
frost visited this locality and the night of August 18th saw the crops
lald waeste. No one can quite reslize what this hardship meant to the
ploneers, especlally for those with large families.

Mr. Gilbertson told an smusing story in regard to this year. A
certein pioneer family whose numbers were rather large were neighbors
of his., One of the older girls was at Hope working and her younger
slster was with her attending school. After thls heavy frost she was
extremely worried in regard to the welfare of her people. Her sister
who was always an optimist did not quite see 1t that way. The older
slster one day sald, "I cannot see what the folks will do, now that the
wheat 1s gone!" "Do", ghe sald, "There's nothing to do, they will just
have to eat frozen wheat."

In 1891 they experienced g bumper crop, so much so, that they had
never had one like it in previous years.

Soclally they all seemed to be on the same level, and the good old
hosplitality which was extended to one and all in those days seems to
have been forgotten or else it is that we are not in sympathy with one
another's problems as they were then.

Picking buffalo bones wes an undustry in which lir. Gilbertson was
employed for a while and for which he received 820 a ton. However, he
did not go into 1t as heavily as many others as he felt he must meke
use of his time improving his land. Patid

; He has enjoyed hunting deer here. John Pitch, a more or less
trapper and he used to go hunting with him and at one time they shot
a deer weighing about 800 pounds.

When asked if he recalled any happening of verticulsr interest, he
told about when going to buy his oxen. On his way home he was caught
in a blizzard which proved so severe thet both his ears were so badly
frozen that they burst open as an after efrfect. He did not tske his
oxen with him when he bought them, but went back to Portland for them.
Going over he went on skiis. The sun and snow were so glaring and
dazzling that he became "Snow Blind" which lasted two days, the most
vainful experience he can recall. He was delayed for some time 2t
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Portland and when coming back the oxen had to swim a creek they had to
cross which had been so swollen from the spring thaw that both he and

the oxen were nearly drowned. Darkness overtook them. They finally

came to an old shack where they camped over night without a bite of
supper or breskfast. About noon the next day they reached Opheim's wherwe

food could be bought, again thankful that the trip was over.

Fatz, Some of the pioneers lir. Gilbertson frequently visited were John
Piteh, John Atchison, Mr. Vet Pound, Charlie Pistt, snd Mr. Park.

lir. 81lbertson's grain was threshed by lir. Swen Olgaard for the first

£ 4--5 years, paying usually $.05 per bushel. After o while he became

T

Interested in it too and bought sz threshing rig of hts own.

Bugglies were an unknown luxury. He was the proud owner of = lumber
wegon which proved very satisfsctory while 1t rained but during dry
weather the tires were always missing.

By the most careful economy a little weslth was acquired, every
year adding a small sum to the nest egg. Farm machinery improved, roads
were bullt, homes were enlarged or new ones built, the price of grain
advenced, and wheat still remsined king of greins. More land wsas bought
to raise more grain to sell more wheat, to get more money, to buy more
land, and so the story goes.

However, there came the problem of diversified farming and weed
eradication. This compelled the farmers to put forth more effort in
farming. : '

Mr. Bilbertson finding help a serious problem decided he had been
active long enough so rented his farms. He has always been interested
in improvements, betterment and education, having served on township
boards, as director of various organizations and the like.

3 HAg e
Mr. Gilbertson was married to Mary Fié;her in 1888, her father too
beilng a pioneer. To them were born 5 children, three of whom are living.
They are lirs. M. M. Lunde, Jr. living near the Sheyenne in Sverdrup
township, Mrs. Fred Melgard living at Gresce City, North Dakota, and
Mrs. Lloyd W. Boen of Fargo, N. Dak.

, He is making his home with his daughter, lirs. Lunde, his wife pas-
sing eway over 20 years ago.

Hardships have been endured, disappointments met, and loved ones
taken away, yet he 1s active and alert. Unless knowing no one would
guess the change that has come over this state of ours. He has visised
his home land, Norwsy, twilce since coming here, the last trip :
within four years passt, yet he is always so happy to come back to his
own country, the United States, and to his own state, North Dakota.

I might go on telling experiences but I have tried to get the most
important facts as he sees i1t in his life, and hope I have succeeded st
least in pert, in writing his ploneer days.
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hgatas, ‘28 dirsctor of varisus ofgenizstions ond the like, .
e, Gilbertson wes married $o ¥ary FPiteher 14 1553, her father t@é
being » ploneer. To thew were born 5 children, three of whom ore

340.‘»;,,.
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\ " Omund 343 berteon
o _ Fran interview by Hennah Lende
" Omund G41%efteon was bomn August 32, 1857 at Valders,

sqgwgy" Hay 14, 1830 with his sister and her hushand, and
John Bakka, he left Worway on the fumard line. ™e landed

invﬁansit, Iowa, June 5. Hsre Hr.%bilbertson stayed for
about five months doing different types of farm work.

In the fall of 1880 he went to Uitchell Co., Towa where
he hired out to fatmsws. In the spring of 188 Gilbet Auren
gnd ﬁe left for Goose river, Nakota territory %o lo- k for lanq,

They found soms land to their liking and startel walking to

Pargo to get right to file on thie land. Onthelr way they

met Ole Halverson who advised them not to f4le on land in ‘QF‘

that country until thev h Jbesn near the Bhayenne river,

They took his advice and sta:tai r the Shéﬁﬁnnq f;vgr.“ It
was a hot day and no water arqﬁnd. Aftar fourteen miles of
walking, they u;ms t0 Omund Ophein's plates and stayed over
night in his loghouse.

The next day the two men started out in seawh for land,
A chort time later they came to a tent vhere Ole Halvorson, his

brother, Sever, and Pets Neluoﬁ were just going to have dianer,

The two men were invited to have vooked mush with them., After

- dinner a chort time later, Gilbert Auren and a man v the name

of Thor Hagen squatted on section 13, township 145, range 58.
The land wasn't surveyed at this time. A person had to be on
the land for five vears befora 1t coull he proved up and Wr.
Gilbertion wasn't in favor‘offbeing tisd up for that length of

time just then. He helped ths men buih¥ thelr ¢laim shanty and

=
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1833 for §3 a day. For fadr

4 " . -

un M.nd out to 'f'emmma Fifcher for $30 & mmh to walk
bahind a ﬂle‘ He wnrkad there one mnth and was ralsed §2 %o
sta,y a.nathar uonth. : '

 ™ie same fall he wrkea for z.evma Gowparud for §1 a day,.

sawing big traaa and cuttmg them t0 o thickness of seven

This was 10 be a baru. o

In the fall of 1881 Wr, Gilbertson went to Wisconsin %o work

in the woods. In March, 13883 he went back %o Dulota. The winter

of 1381 and 1233 was an open winter.

Mr, Gilbertson built his log housebhis sumcer of 1883 on
section 10, township 145, range 53.

r. Gilbesrtson worked for R. C. Cooper during ha-vest in

*daye the hirved men threshed on one
s8traw pile. AL Shue was the boss. One davy the men dtdn't
have muclh %0 do and Mrv. Gllbertson and Gilbert Auren were to d
to Clean up avound another straw pile and burn 1%, 'T'hé two
men wo rka-i contlnua.lly and fuithfully, but soon Al Shue Cane
und sald they wers going too 8low. He wet a fire % the striw
beiore the msn had :tiniahid. The whole straw pille burned up.
After harcvest Mr. Giaba »tson went back and completed his
log house. In the winter of 1887 Ole Skrien and Ur. Gilbertson

went on s8kis to Portland to look for someone who had oxen %o

sell. Thay stayed over nibh* with a mun byéhe name 01 0lc GCavaney.

Here ¥r. Gilbertson pa*tod w ith m.a Skrien an* vent alone %o

Hayville. Hix miles nqﬁh of u_a,gv_flna he came to Gilbest loen'e

place juet before a enowstorow Cans up. He walted ab lWoen's
three days beiore ths stomm s%b&tﬁi. He was mformd that Ole

Kittleson, zm“thwest of Pavtlmzﬂ on thq north bide af the Coose

_k o ﬂwab riwr aﬁd n%ayad mmg hammegk and threshing.




¥6F, had some oxen he vanted to sell. We got to Fittleson's.
juﬁ%vin*y;

,;"fiﬁiéi,bﬂsfdre_mothar m&wsmm Game ups Pauld Poe,

‘who new 1&#1@‘@7;-11;;1;1:0:;, n.‘nak._ hwi railsed the oxen. WUz,
Gilbsﬁtaon pald $150 fmr‘two oxen. M2, Kittleson was %0 kesp

. %he Oxen until upring'. : . ‘

| - In the spring of 1883 Ame Thompson, a neighbor and Wr.
f3ilberdson waent on a§15 to get the oxen, Gilberteon then |
bowught an old wngﬁn from Iver Thompson and went to WMayville

%o purchase hié fir.% machinery, a breaking plov and a smootilng
harrow. They started for houme on & nice ¢lear moming. Very |
soon 1% ¢louwded up and started to raln. It rained all day.

The ¢reeks were getting full and running over. With diificulty
they ¢rossad the creek with the oxen. WVhen they got as fur ss
the present Finley, it comnenced getting dark. They took the
wrong woad and went %oo fue north. Gilbertson walked around
and trisd %0 Zind a ¢lain shanty, while Arne Thcmpaon stayed
with the oxen. Mr. Gilbarfson found the shanty and they went
1thara to apeﬁd'the'night. *hoy wers entirely wet. There was

a 8tove in the shanty and Mr, Glibertson had juet half of a
matc¢hs They man.ged to make fire, ueing hay and brush which
was outside, ‘There w@s.an oven on this stove and Ur. Thompson
wanted to d ry his new shoes. He put them in the oven and leit
them there too long, When he ﬁoqk then put they vere %o small

for him. He had to split theu all over %o get ]

on.
: In the moming the two men startedbouth and came to Quund’
Ophein's placs in time for dinnsv. Agaln they resumed their-
journey ani came south of o1d Manlell vhoete the ¢ rask vas 50

high 1% was very difficult:

e After a wat and tiresoue

jou'mery, they arrived hémé with the oxmx.?

L K
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_,r. Gilbertson went o protstc:m t&m nax‘ﬁ d&yﬁ’er provi-
liomt and crossed the river ink 11%tle wagon boxe . Close to
Coonerstom thgrc was water® on the land as far as he could vee
not{th and s‘outh.‘A Me. Gubeﬁ-sa‘n‘als.o got‘s’am‘e prﬁvisiona for

his neighbore. On his way nome he carried over one hundred

pounds of gm . Uz, Cooper had moﬁed, all around and Ue,

G lbertson wal<ed for miles ink ploved field. When he rame %o
Jack Brown's place in 'Wuuhbumx“tov%ghj.zy,‘ the ¢ *ce\e,:k, was ©0 high

and there was swh a

When he came to the Bhoyonnp ril\vcr‘,_ Arme Lukkeson, who now lives
in Dev'ls Laks, W. Du . took him ag rosu th"a river in the ame
wagon BoX. : | :

Uz, Gilvertson kept on batehing and breaking up land. He
put in nine ac "8 in 1883 and got uhout one hundred thirty |
bushels out of 1it,

In the fall of 1883 %haﬁra was %0 be a dance ,’-,“A e, Gllberteon's

log houce, with Jacon Olson, frow Broadview township as fiddler. 5
Henry Gullickson, a neighbor had a tewn of hovees and u "democ rat"
wagon. He anl Me, Gilbertson wete to go and Iind some women %o

attend the dance as thets weven't endu

h women around at _t_hh-t\
timg. They went as far north as "horse hill®, mmass township
bsiote they found any. They gathered seven girle from &round thom¢
There were guite a number of boys up there also who wanted %o

go along. Thars waun't soom for them in that small wagon. The
boys then bLaCame peeved «nd wanted o get up a dance around their
territory, and urged the girls ‘nbt %0 go. Fin&lly,'the two men |

h.d %0 go home %en miles without a single gird.,

air, In 1884 Mr.
Gilbertson's ¢ rop vislded twenty-nine bushels %o the wtre.

In 1884 and 1885 the c rops wer
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© April 1897 Wr. Gilbortson was married to Narr Hagen in his
leg howe, bf aemrand Qumm». Four ¢hildren vere bo‘;'n o t‘.;s.a_
wat*lage. In October, 1899 Ues. Gilbortson disd. :
. Mr, thbortson stayod on swﬂon 10 untu 1903, when ha
put up buildings on section 3, Sverdrup townsh'p where he moved

and has lilved ever cince.

the price of ﬁmﬁ wﬁm oply thirty~elght cente o bushel.




Big Timber, Montana

-

March 14, 1937,

Claire Jackson,

Grigge County Field Writer,
Hannaford, North Dakota.
Dear Mrs. Jackson:

I received your letter acking me to write something ooncern-‘
ing early days in Griggs County. I fear I shall come far short of your
expectations in complying with your request. To begin with, I will
state that I never was a Commissioner for Griggs County. The first
board was composed of R. C, Cooper, Allen Breed and a man from the Hope
locality, I believe, but I eannot remember his name,

Allen Breed died quite early in the yesrs following the
dividing of Grigge County and the creation of Steele. He did not die
ar¢ a2t his farm near Cooperstown, and I do not know where it was.

After his death his widow continued to reside on the farm for a short
time. The farm was all of section 1, T. 146, R, 59, lying about 3
miles north of Cooperstown. I always understood that it belonged to
his mother-in-law, Mrs. Stewart. Mr. W, H, Carleton looked after
renting the place for her, and can no doubt tell where Mre. Stewart
lived. T suggest that the early files of the newspaper might have

an account of Mr, Breed's death.

The granary that was used for a County office immediate-
ly following the November 1882 glection, was the only building on the
townsite and stood just about opposite the entrance to the present
court house block. It was built to store the grain that grew on the
townsite in 1882.¢ I think it must have been at least 70 feet long
and about 16 wide. It was constructed of heavy dimension lumbér in
order to carry the weight of the grain when filled. It was sheeted on
the indide of the studding with shiplap but there was no covering

on the outside, It had a gable roof and was éhingled. It was built



18 féet at the east end of the granary, putting in a small window,
and a door made with inch boards and fastened with a 25 cent lock. It
was the plan to occupy it only a few weeks whiie they were constructing
a new and commodius building two or three hundred feet to the north,
which was later known as the Dakota House. The last I remember about
it it was owned by Taylor Johnson as a residence and shop.

Then the records weré brought from Hope, I¥ was made deputy
register of deeds and placed in charge of them John Fow ghton an&
Allan Pinkerton, carpenters, who were constructing the new building, slept
in my "office", because they had no other place on the townsite to
occupy, and besides, they were counted on to assist me in héIding the
records in case an attemptf should be made to steal them Because certain
people who resided between Cooperstown and Hope visited in my "office"
inh the daytime, byt appeared to have no business there, I became satis-
fied that they were looking the situation over with a view of recovering
the records. I communicated my suspiciens to the Commissioners and
asked that they bring a couple of loads of plank an¢ board in the
"office" so that in cased a raid was made in the night time they could
not get in without waking us up. I stated that the door and window
were no protection whatever, and particularly that we all slept at
night. I was told that my fears were groundless; that in justa few
days time we would be moved into the new building, and all would be
well. Still, I argued that I thought I was in a bester position to
judge than the Commissioners were because I had an opportunity to
talk with these visitors and observe their actions. Theré was nothing
done. It was cold and we all slept on the floor under loads of
blakkets,

When they came we were asleep. They wgnt thru that door with
one little push and were right'on top of us in a second. They 1lit
our lamp and I saw that every one of that dozen raiders had a gun in
his hand, while ours were hapging on the walls. They soon had the

records carried to their sleighs and then ordered us to dress and



be delayed in sounding an alarm. We all refused to dress and go.
They tried force byt after the stove and table had teen overturned
and the place thoroughﬁly wreéked, they left, taking our guns with
them, :

One day when I was the only person on the new townsite
of Cooperstown, goodheatted genial o0ld Knud Thompson came and stayed
all night and the next day, without seeing anyone but myself., 1In
later years he often remarked that he hed seen the population of
Cooperstown double in one day- I was there alone and he came.

As for my bdography, there is not much to write. My
1life has been quite un-eventful. I was born ong a farm near Port
Huron, Michigan, July 11th, 1854. Have lived in Port Huron, St.
Clair, Detroit, and Ypsilanti, Michigan, where I attended the public
schools and then followed steamboat tramsportation on the Great Lakes
until in March, 1881 I arrived in what is now Griggs County, North
Dakota, located a homestead on land adjoining the present city of
Cooperstown before the townsite was selected and platted. When the
town was started I was among the first to erect a real estate officw
and move into the new town. I continued in businese theré until 1908
when I removed to Big Timber, Montana, and opened a real’estate office
which I have conducted up to the present time. I hold membership
in Northern'Light Lodge at Cooperstdwn, and in the Scottieh Rite :
bodies in Fargo, North Dakota. Am unmarried.

If I have not uoveréd the ground you desire, I will be

glad to answer any questions you may wish to ask later.

Very truly yours,

William Glass,



