\ " Omund 343 berteon
o _ Fran interview by Hennah Lende
" Omund G41%efteon was bomn August 32, 1857 at Valders,

sqgwgy" Hay 14, 1830 with his sister and her hushand, and
John Bakka, he left Worway on the fumard line. ™e landed

invﬁansit, Iowa, June 5. Hsre Hr.%bilbertson stayed for
about five months doing different types of farm work.

In the fall of 1880 he went to Uitchell Co., Towa where
he hired out to fatmsws. In the spring of 188 Gilbet Auren
gnd ﬁe left for Goose river, Nakota territory %o lo- k for lanq,

They found soms land to their liking and startel walking to

Pargo to get right to file on thie land. Onthelr way they

met Ole Halverson who advised them not to f4le on land in ‘QF‘

that country until thev h Jbesn near the Bhayenne river,

They took his advice and sta:tai r the Shéﬁﬁnnq f;vgr.“ It
was a hot day and no water arqﬁnd. Aftar fourteen miles of
walking, they u;ms t0 Omund Ophein's plates and stayed over
night in his loghouse.

The next day the two men started out in seawh for land,
A chort time later they came to a tent vhere Ole Halvorson, his

brother, Sever, and Pets Neluoﬁ were just going to have dianer,

The two men were invited to have vooked mush with them., After

- dinner a chort time later, Gilbert Auren and a man v the name

of Thor Hagen squatted on section 13, township 145, range 58.
The land wasn't surveyed at this time. A person had to be on
the land for five vears befora 1t coull he proved up and Wr.
Gilbertion wasn't in favor‘offbeing tisd up for that length of

time just then. He helped ths men buih¥ thelr ¢laim shanty and

=

-



1833 for §3 a day. For fadr

4 " . -

un M.nd out to 'f'emmma Fifcher for $30 & mmh to walk
bahind a ﬂle‘ He wnrkad there one mnth and was ralsed §2 %o
sta,y a.nathar uonth. : '

 ™ie same fall he wrkea for z.evma Gowparud for §1 a day,.

sawing big traaa and cuttmg them t0 o thickness of seven

This was 10 be a baru. o

In the fall of 1881 Wr, Gilbertson went to Wisconsin %o work

in the woods. In March, 13883 he went back %o Dulota. The winter

of 1381 and 1233 was an open winter.

Mr, Gilbertson built his log housebhis sumcer of 1883 on
section 10, township 145, range 53.

r. Gilbesrtson worked for R. C. Cooper during ha-vest in

*daye the hirved men threshed on one
s8traw pile. AL Shue was the boss. One davy the men dtdn't
have muclh %0 do and Mrv. Gllbertson and Gilbert Auren were to d
to Clean up avound another straw pile and burn 1%, 'T'hé two
men wo rka-i contlnua.lly and fuithfully, but soon Al Shue Cane
und sald they wers going too 8low. He wet a fire % the striw
beiore the msn had :tiniahid. The whole straw pille burned up.
After harcvest Mr. Giaba »tson went back and completed his
log house. In the winter of 1887 Ole Skrien and Ur. Gilbertson

went on s8kis to Portland to look for someone who had oxen %o

sell. Thay stayed over nibh* with a mun byéhe name 01 0lc GCavaney.

Here ¥r. Gilbertson pa*tod w ith m.a Skrien an* vent alone %o

Hayville. Hix miles nqﬁh of u_a,gv_flna he came to Gilbest loen'e

place juet before a enowstorow Cans up. He walted ab lWoen's
three days beiore ths stomm s%b&tﬁi. He was mformd that Ole

Kittleson, zm“thwest of Pavtlmzﬂ on thq north bide af the Coose

_k o ﬂwab riwr aﬁd n%ayad mmg hammegk and threshing.




¥6F, had some oxen he vanted to sell. We got to Fittleson's.
juﬁ%vin*y;

,;"fiﬁiéi,bﬂsfdre_mothar m&wsmm Game ups Pauld Poe,

‘who new 1&#1@‘@7;-11;;1;1:0:;, n.‘nak._ hwi railsed the oxen. WUz,
Gilbsﬁtaon pald $150 fmr‘two oxen. M2, Kittleson was %0 kesp

. %he Oxen until upring'. : . ‘

| - In the spring of 1883 Ame Thompson, a neighbor and Wr.
f3ilberdson waent on a§15 to get the oxen, Gilberteon then |
bowught an old wngﬁn from Iver Thompson and went to WMayville

%o purchase hié fir.% machinery, a breaking plov and a smootilng
harrow. They started for houme on & nice ¢lear moming. Very |
soon 1% ¢louwded up and started to raln. It rained all day.

The ¢reeks were getting full and running over. With diificulty
they ¢rossad the creek with the oxen. WVhen they got as fur ss
the present Finley, it comnenced getting dark. They took the
wrong woad and went %oo fue north. Gilbertson walked around
and trisd %0 Zind a ¢lain shanty, while Arne Thcmpaon stayed
with the oxen. Mr. Gilbarfson found the shanty and they went
1thara to apeﬁd'the'night. *hoy wers entirely wet. There was

a 8tove in the shanty and Mr, Glibertson had juet half of a
matc¢hs They man.ged to make fire, ueing hay and brush which
was outside, ‘There w@s.an oven on this stove and Ur. Thompson
wanted to d ry his new shoes. He put them in the oven and leit
them there too long, When he ﬁoqk then put they vere %o small

for him. He had to split theu all over %o get ]

on.
: In the moming the two men startedbouth and came to Quund’
Ophein's placs in time for dinnsv. Agaln they resumed their-
journey ani came south of o1d Manlell vhoete the ¢ rask vas 50

high 1% was very difficult:

e After a wat and tiresoue

jou'mery, they arrived hémé with the oxmx.?
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_,r. Gilbertson went o protstc:m t&m nax‘ﬁ d&yﬁ’er provi-
liomt and crossed the river ink 11%tle wagon boxe . Close to
Coonerstom thgrc was water® on the land as far as he could vee
not{th and s‘outh.‘A Me. Gubeﬁ-sa‘n‘als.o got‘s’am‘e prﬁvisiona for

his neighbore. On his way nome he carried over one hundred

pounds of gm . Uz, Cooper had moﬁed, all around and Ue,

G lbertson wal<ed for miles ink ploved field. When he rame %o
Jack Brown's place in 'Wuuhbumx“tov%ghj.zy,‘ the ¢ *ce\e,:k, was ©0 high

and there was swh a

When he came to the Bhoyonnp ril\vcr‘,_ Arme Lukkeson, who now lives
in Dev'ls Laks, W. Du . took him ag rosu th"a river in the ame
wagon BoX. : | :

Uz, Gilvertson kept on batehing and breaking up land. He
put in nine ac "8 in 1883 and got uhout one hundred thirty |
bushels out of 1it,

In the fall of 1883 %haﬁra was %0 be a dance ,’-,“A e, Gllberteon's

log houce, with Jacon Olson, frow Broadview township as fiddler. 5
Henry Gullickson, a neighbor had a tewn of hovees and u "democ rat"
wagon. He anl Me, Gilbertson wete to go and Iind some women %o

attend the dance as thets weven't endu

h women around at _t_hh-t\
timg. They went as far north as "horse hill®, mmass township
bsiote they found any. They gathered seven girle from &round thom¢
There were guite a number of boys up there also who wanted %o

go along. Thars waun't soom for them in that small wagon. The
boys then bLaCame peeved «nd wanted o get up a dance around their
territory, and urged the girls ‘nbt %0 go. Fin&lly,'the two men |

h.d %0 go home %en miles without a single gird.,

air, In 1884 Mr.
Gilbertson's ¢ rop vislded twenty-nine bushels %o the wtre.

In 1884 and 1885 the c rops wer
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© April 1897 Wr. Gilbortson was married to Narr Hagen in his
leg howe, bf aemrand Qumm». Four ¢hildren vere bo‘;'n o t‘.;s.a_
wat*lage. In October, 1899 Ues. Gilbortson disd. :
. Mr, thbortson stayod on swﬂon 10 untu 1903, when ha
put up buildings on section 3, Sverdrup townsh'p where he moved

and has lilved ever cince.

the price of ﬁmﬁ wﬁm oply thirty~elght cente o bushel.




