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Captain Alexander Griggs, the "Father of Grand Forks," is one of
"the most widely known and highly.esteemed men who cast their lot
with North Dakota. He is now a resident of the state of Washington,
but until recent years wes engaged in navigation throughout the
Red river district, and was identified with the financial growth
ofgbhe -clty of Grand Forks and vicinity.

Our subject was born at Marietta, Ohlo,in October, 1838, and was a
son of William and Bsther (McGibbon) GllgPS. He removed with his
parents to St. Paul, Minnesota, when a boy, and later his family
removed to Grand Forkq, where his parents died. Our subject was
reared and educated in St. Paul, and at an early age began running
on the boabs of the Mississippl river, and at the age of twenty
years was given commend of a boat, He continued there until 1870,
and then, in company with others, went up the Red river to Fargo
with a view of establishing a line of boabs, and during that year
the Hill, Griggs & Company Navigation Company was formed. In

1871 Nr. GLLMVS went to where Grand Forks is now located and he
eutelec a claim to the land on which the old town 1s located, and
named the place Grand Forks on account of the junetion of Lhe two
rivers. He continued to pperate a line of hoats between Grand Forks.
and Winnipeg for many ye:srs and continued in command until 1890.
He was always active in the upbuilding of the town of Grand Forks
and was one of the founders of the Second National Bank, of which
instlitution he was president for many years. He also acteo in the
capacity of president of the First Natloaal Bank of East: Grand
Forks for some years, and established the gas works in company
with Williem Budge, end was slso a large owner in the Grand Forks
Holler Mill. He served as rallroad commissioner for some yesrs,
and was the third postmaster of Grand Forks and was mayor of the
01Ly. He assisted in building the two bridges across the river, and
by his hearty support and influence endeared himself to the people
as a man of active public spirit. In December, 1892, Mr., Griggs
left Grand Forks on account of failing health, and is now engaged
in boating on the Upper Cglumbila river.

Our subject was married December 27, 1865, in Minnesota, to

Miss Ettle I. Strong, 2 native of Brooklyn. Eight children, seven
whom are now living, have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Griggs,

naw ed as follows; Lois now Mrs. WeH.Pringle; Ansel; Jennie;

Esther; Bruce; Jemes Tu Clifford. The family all Teuldb in the

state of Washington at present. Mr. Griggs is an ardent Democrat

and 1s a man who keeps pace with the times.
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