HANS J. HAUGEN - Wuzw% :
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was born on the 27th of May, 1855 in Stamness, Bergen, Norway,

My :éwents names were John Johannesen Stamness and Bp¥ia Davidstdatten

Fyllingslide I was babiized in the Lutherau Faith,and.on the 5th of

Sept. 1870, was confirméd'in the same Faith by our local Pastor Ergens.

It was a large class of confirments, thirty-six boys and girls. After
= confirmation I had to go but and work. The first year I werked for mj
oldest brother and cousin Johannes Stbmness, alternating two weeks at
each place. The second year I worked for Anders J. Kaastad and the
third year I worked at different places.

Then together with 0le 0. Kaastad, we bought timber land and
started dealing in wood on our_dwn hook, which went pretty good. I also
attended school. Iy teacher's name was Knut Semmeness,'a very good
and effleient teachers Thus my life from birth until 1882 was spent in
Norway e

January 9, 1882 I was united in marriage to Monsine Hansdate Sobo
in the Stamness church by Rev. Bul, the psstor of that charge. My wife
was born on the 13th of November, 1849 and confirmed Oct. 2, 1864,

We were four brothers and three sisters in Qﬁr family and the only ones
left now are: lrs. Britha Kalvik, Hannaford, N. Dak., and I. My oldest
sister diled in.Norway. My oldest brother, Johannes Haugen, and David
Kealend, died a number of years ago. John J. Haué;n died two years ago.
My sister, Mrs. Bretha Ole, was a resident for many years in Mclean
county, N« Dak., but pﬂésed away about four years ago. My father died
when I was twelve years five months 61d, and my mother died in 1885,

if I remember correctly.

Before going fawther, I wamt to explain how 1t came about that I
use the name Haugen instead of Fyliingslidg My.father's place where I
was born, was along the mountain side. One winter there came a lot of

snow and rain from the mounteins and washed away everything except the
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house; so father decided to sell out and move to another place. The name
of this place was PFyllehaugen and of course 1t was customary in Norway
that anyone living on a place would adopt the name of the place and this
1s what we did. In order to make 1t a 1ittle easler to pronounce, we ecut
it short and-left out the Fylle and called our name Haugen.

It was not just roses in our paths in Norway either. When I was
gtill young, I had to get up three thirty in the morning and walk way
up the mountains where the milch cows were grazing, to do the milking.
1t was a task many a time, but I managed to pull through with no 111
effects. At one time my prother David Kaasland and I were out cutting
hay with the Armstrong mower (better known as the scythe) in the
mountains. Whereever we could find a little grass to cut we cut it,
and 1t so happened I got too close to the edge of the cliff, lost my
balanee and plunged head first down the cliff. I landed on the bottmm
guite badly brulsed but getting up to a sitting position, I called for
help to my brother, who was just a short distance away. All at once I
felt the blood coming down my face, and it made me feel faint. My brother
decided to walk home at onces. I got doctort's care and I was healed up
1o 8 shoert time. ‘

e declded to leave our native land and go to America to seek what

was in store for us. April 14, 1882 we sailed from Bergen, Norway and in

two weeks we landed in New York. From New York we went by railroad

and arrived at 4Ada, Minn., May 4th. & man by the neme of John Satre

met us at the depot with a team of horses and wagon and asked us to go
along with him to Hendrum, Minn. The roads were in a very mudgy condition
and 1t was impossible for him to teke all our luggage dlong, except for

a small trumk. We had not gone very far before we got stuek in a mud-
puddle. lr. Satre got in the water up to his knees and unhooked the
horses. With the aid of a long ropg he managed to pull the wagon out and

I took my wife on my back and carried her to gafetly on dry land. On



getting straightened up we agaln started on our journey. We drove on for
some time, but night soon came on. We arrived at a small house which was
oecupled by a couple from Gudbrandsdalen. John Satre, our drivér, talked
to this man and'He invited us all to stay over night in their small house.
We accepted their invitation and they treated us very nice. The next
-morning, Sunday, John hitched up again and we started off. ﬁé arrived at
his place a little before dinner. &fter dinner John took ué across the
Elm river and @rove on until we reached the Red river. We could see the j
farmhouse on the other side where my brother John J. and his wife worked.
ihen they saw us they came in a boat and to across the Red river. This
brought us inte N. Dak. in the Red river valley,.

lirs. John Haugen kept house for a widower who had two sons. John was
employed on the Grandin farm a shorf distance from there. We stayed Wﬁth
lirs. Haugen a week and reated up after our long and wearied journey. I
then worked for a farmer two miles from there by the name ¢f llikel EHerberg
for one dollar a day and board. I thought this was great compared to what
I had been ﬁsed to getting in Norway. That spring the work was somewhatb
delayed as the Red river had overflowed and a great amount of wafer wes
govering the fleld and pralrie. My wife got a job werking for & farmer

all summer not far from whers I was, .foer one dollar a week snd board.

o

flhen the spring work was over I was out of a job and so was John J;
so we decided to go westward to try locate some land.

Before starting out on our journey, we wrote to two of our neighbor
boys in Norway, who were at Ada, llinn., by the name of Daniel Bukkesten
(Syverson) and Ole O. Kaastad. We asked them to join us on our journey
westward. They came and we all went together, not wi?h horse and buggy,
but on foot. We walked til we got to the Grandin railroad station and
from there to Fargo, which at that time was just a small town. Daniel
Syverson énd bl@ Kaastad hired out on the railroad and my brother and I

drifted in to the Jland. office to inquire about land. On our way up to

the office we met three men coming out. They were Norwegians and we



talked to them. They told us fhey had been in and each filed on a guarter
section of land southwest of Valley City, and there were still two vacant
guarters lefte They left thelr famiiies there while they went to Fargo“
They had driven a yoke of oxen to Valley City and by Pail to Fargo and
asﬁed us to go bagk with them anﬁ take a look at the land,: so we did.
Night came on andlwe stajed at thelr place over night. Out bed was

the ground with a small tent over heads. The next morning after breakfast
we went to look over the landes One thing we liked about 1t was a mmall
ravine or stream of water coming across these quarters separating one
from the other. Otherwise, the land did not appesz lto us. It would

make a nice place to live and was about four miles to Standing Roeck Post
Office; but on thinking it over, we feared we would be unable to seftle
down and bulld a house inside of six months, thereby losing our homestead
rights; so we gave 1t up and startedon foot back to Valley City, a
distance of twenty=-eight miles. The day was quite warm and we took our
shoes off and walked barefooted. We came to Valley City eight otlclokl

in the evehing. There we heard of a friend of ours by the name of Halsten
Anderson Fyllingslid living there in .town. We hunted up the place and
-stayed there over night. Mrs Anderson told us that Einer Stromme,
Johannes Stromme, Ole Stromme and himself had been about thrity-five
miles nobth of Valley City and filed on land, and thought there would
possibly be more veacant land adjoining theirts. We did not go up there

at tEat time but declded to go back to Fargo, and from there baek to the
place where my wife was working. On the way over there we met a man and
talked to him. He montioned he should have a barn built from logs.« We

told him we were not carpenters by. trade, but quite handy with the axe and

saw; so he gave us the job of bullding a log stable for him. When finished,

he was well satisfied. Our salary was one dollar a day and hoards
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In 1900 I was back there for a visit and the barn was still standing.
We then got a Jjob haying on the Grandin farm No 3, which covered eigtte@n
sections. We also put in the harvest there. They ran 22 binders and
28 men shocking, with no bundle carriers on the binders, each two men
taking five rows of bundlés as they dropped from the binder and shook it
ups. & boss followed up to ses that all done the same amount of work. On
the entire Grandin farm at that time for operating were 300 mules, 100
horses, 52 binders, 13 threshing machines, and 400 men. I then received
$1.75 per day. L also got work along with a threshing machine tﬁat went
out and threshed for a few neighboring farmers. (My brother got a job
plbying with five mules on the plow). The engine was pulled by four rmules
and the separator the same. After threshing there & couple days, it
started to rain and kep up for several doys. We got tired layling apveund
there and decided to go back to Hendrum. ‘here was considerable threshing
left there to do so we got a job and kept it up until we had to shovel
the snow away from the stackse

These people we worked for were very kind to us, and we got acquainted
with quite a few people around Hendrum; ahpng them were two ministers by
the names of Per Strommeé, and Meggrun. ‘he former was here in Griggs Cos
not so many years, preachingek different churches around; the first Lord's

4

Supper that I partook of in America was administered to me by Rev. Stromme.

In the fall of 1882, while still at lendrum, ghsReard of a vacant house out
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on the prairie and decided to get that rent&d for the winter, and éo dide.
My wife, John J., his wife, and two sons, Henry and Bennie, and I stayed
there over the winter. It did not cost us anything for house rent, John
and + got work in the woods, cutting dowﬁ trées and chopping up woéd that
was later, during the summer, used in the steamboat instead of coal. W,
recelved one dollar per cord, and we prepared thirty-six cords during the'

wintery, Then Einar and Ole Stromme came to visit us. They reported %o
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included Elnar Stromme, Johsnnes, Kmut, and Ole Hjelled(stromme) and
Hglsten Anderson Filingslid. They were all ¢loss together. They had

Yels Hemmingson. They said there were

worked for a man by the name of
two quarter s in Sec. 14 idle and if we wanted to try to get them we
should act at once, so John and I followed Einar Stromme back to his’

/place and stayed there for three days, and decided to go to Fargo to file
on this land. We got our papers and felt proud. We Bad each a quarter
section of land in our possessions. I got the S.E.lﬁ4 Sec. 14, Twp. 144
Range 59, Greenfigid township, Griggs Co, N. Dak. and the place I have
occupbed ever since; John J. got the 8.W.1/4 in Sec+ 14, the same township.
This was done unseen as we had not been up that far to see the lands Ve
were well satisfied.

The next thing was to get hold of a pair of oxen and a wagon. By
chance I heard of a man who had a yoke of oxen and é wagon for sale. .I
got in touch with him and purchased the outfit. As we didn't have ho
more work, we decided to drive westward. We did and came to the house
of Halsten Anderson Fyllingslid which was sténding unoccupied where we
settled down temporarily. Of course, my brother, John J., was part
owner of the teams I had one cow and he had two cows and two calves.

The dalf from my cow died. Bofore we left Hendrum I asked a friend bf
mine i1f he could sell me a c&df. He sald he uouldnlt,'but had just
butchered a nice fat beef the day before, ané offéred us some if we
could carry i1t home with us. He gave me a hind quarter which I carried

'%ith me home and was very tickked to get 1it.

E

We stayed at this place of Halsten's til spring, and on the 3lst.
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of May, 1883 we started on eur journey to Griggs County. We came by

the home of Knut lerasss. His two boys Nels and Johannes followed uss
Y

a small town, where we camped over night, for grazing was good there for
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the oxen. The next morning we had our own cooked breakfast and started
again on our journey, reaching on the west side of Hope where we camped
that night. The weather was mild and everything went fine. When morning
we agdin started agéin and arrived on the west slde of Sheyenne River; wh=
ere we camped the third night. Elnar Stromme who also was in company with
us, informed us we now were in Griggs County. He had_be@n there the
previous summer and was 1ittle acquainted. The next morning we started
out agdin, and came to Knut Stromme Dy dinner time. They had settled
there the previous summer and had bullt a‘sod house. Ole Stromme and
Johannes Stromme had also done the smme. We stayed there and rested a
short time and had dinner. We had jyst one mile south to the land I had
filed on unsecn and which now was mine. The next thing was to get sbttled
down and get a home established on the barren prairles. #hen dinner wver,
we went to look over our land. It didn't look very promising, aa a great
amount. of water was covering the land, and when we got on top of &8 Hild;
T sald, "There i1s where I will builld my home «" Then we went over to

1ook over John J's land and he decided to build his house on a still
higher hill. There was a great amount of wild birds at that time con-
glsting of geese, ducks, and sea gulls. e could imagine we were back in
Norway s

‘The next day.I started di a.cellar for my house. It was not

"very large, as the size of the sod house I planrfed was 14 by 14 fte.
John and Einar Stromme went to Valley City, a distance of thirty-five
miles south as we had some of our belongings there at the depet which

we had been sent by railroad from Fargo. These they were to get and to
purchase a breaking plow, so we could start to break up some of our lande
It did rot look very promising to build a house as I had only $10 left
after I had paid for the freighﬁ and bought the plow. My brother and I
bought the plow together. We then broke up some sod and built our first

house which went pretty good with the side walls; but we had to go to the
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Sheyenne river for bark and poles for the roof., We movered it with dirt
on top of that again. When completed, it was a warm, cozy hute I got my
house finished before John, so we all moved into it. I then did some
‘breaking and shortly after John and I decided to look sround for a job

' s

in harvest. Mrs. John Haugen stayed with my wife and took care of the

= - i
one cow and calf I had, and the two cows and two calves of John's. ‘here
?
was plenty of grass and water here and we kept them tied by ropes.

On a Saturday morning, we started south towsrd Valley Yity to get
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work. We were five of us, John J., Ole O.Kaastad, Ole Stromme, & man
from north of Cooperstown, who had a brother working eight miles north
of Valley City and I. About eight miles mowth from our place, we met
John Stromme coming from Valley City. He camped for dinner and gave us
some dinner also. We did not have any money, so John Stromme loaned
John and Ole Kaastad and I a dollar each to buy food for in case we did
not get work wight away. After dinner we started walking agsin and by
evening wé came to a sod house, sod stable, and a hay stack. Taking
hay from the stack we made our bed and stayed there over nighte. The
next morning we started walking again and came to the place where our
partner's brother workeds. Theyvhad started harvest, and there our
partner and Ole Stromme got to work for this farmer. He was good to us
and gave us food. The rest of us started walking apain. There.were
several farmers on both sides of the road, but none needed any help;
not even on the large Kindred farm. We walked westward and twards
evening came to a place where they were eating supper. I akked if they
would sell us a Yoaf of bread. They refused and told us te go-to the
next place, and there was the same story. Then we walked a way further
north and came to a Norweglan family where we bought some food. In tloe

morning, we started walking west again and by noon came to a German farmer.

He could not give us work but he would give us dinner, and of course we
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were ﬁlad for that., We started walkling toward home again, got something
to eat, and started walking toward Cooperstowvn. We slept in a hay stack:
on the Cooper farm over night, and when the meh came in the mofning to
feed the mules, we had to get up and walk around until breskfast time.
lir. Cooper also bad breakfast together with his men. He invited us in
and sa1d 1£°1t hédn't ralned we could have gotten work threshing. When
Wwe came out after‘breakfast, the timekeeper for the railroad which was
under constructioh, had come to ask Cooper if he had any men to'spére;
he said he had three, pointing to us, and glad were we to get a jobe

We drove back to town with him and started work on the railroad at
$2 per day, ten hours a day. We had to pay four dollars a week fbr
board, but we made better there than those working for Cooper, threshing.
As rain didn't interfere withour work, this was the easiest work I ever
hade« The boss was Irish and a very nice fellow. This was getting rather
late in the fall, so I went home and stayed for w week fixing up a little
for the winter, and then went bawk on the railroad a little 1onger; and
then home again to go to the woods to get wood for the wintef. We had

.

ving there took the topa of the trees for
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to dig up the roots as tho
themselves. We pald one dollar for each load of wood,

We made good while working on the railroad, evén though we walked
many a mile to get the job. Thén brother John, David, and I bought !
two acres of wood land by the Sheyenne river, snd from that we hauled
our own wood for many years. lLater, I bought two acres from another
farmer there apd that kept us with wood many years. Since the G. N.
railroad came through in 1912, which at that time crossed one of my
guarters, we have been>fortunafg in gelting discarded ties when they
replace with ne w ones, and that has been a great help. In the spring
of 1884, I worked at home and sowed in what I broke, six acres for

wheat and two acres fmto oats. I also was over to my brother John and

sowed his crop, seven acres to whsat and two acres to oats, John was



working on the Coober farm ét the time. As we had oniy one team of oxen,
it was not necessary for both of us to stay home for the seeding. When
harvest came I hired Nels Hemmingson to do the harvest. From my six acres
. of wheat, I got ninety-one bushels. When I was through with the spring work
however, John came home and did some breaking for us and I went to
Cooperstown and got work. They were going to build a large house there
of brick. They called it the Courthouse a,d I got the job of mixing
mortar. One dey the boss asked me to carry bricks up the.ladder to the
brick layers on the second story. I consented, carrying‘fifteen.bricks
.in a wooden box on one shoulder up a straight ladder. I kept this up
until the house was finished. I got $2 per day and paid $4 a week for-
board and room. I thought I made pretty good at that.

I then went back home and got busy digging rocks on my land in
order to make a nice fleld out of it. Thus I managed to break it up,
and I tried to malte the best of it from year to year. On the 25th of
November, 1883 our first son John H. Haugen was born, and babtized on
the 6th of January, 1884 by Rev. &. L. Iundeby, who at that time was a
traveling missionary. We did not as yet hzove any church organized.
He had his home at Valley City and covered a large territory, which aléo
ineluded our neighborhood, preaching the gospel which was a great benefilt
to us In the future years. During the winter months, we met for services
at the various farms, In the summer we used theéﬁchool house. In the
fall of 1884 we called a meeting to organize a congregation. This meetlng
was held at Knut Stromme. We were three men at thée meating and a cong-
regation was organlizeti and Lfi's name was Hvidland. For pastor we sent
a call letter to 0. K. GQuamme on the suggestion of Rev. Lundeby. Rev.
quamme finished the Semminary duripg the winter and in the summer he
accepted the call and took charge of same. This’charge composed of

our own (Hvidland), Iund, Ness, Rinsaker, and Ostervold. This charge he
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. served fér about seventten years. Then we decided to build a church. This

was done in 1894, whieh I, together with mj neighbors helped to build.

On the fourth of May, 1884 our second son Helmer A. was horn, but passed

away at the age of two and ohe-half years. Un April 19, 1887 our third

son, Mikel, was born. On the 30th of QOebober, ‘ the fourth son was

born, Helmer A. February 15, 1893 our fifth son:Bennie H. was born.

This comprises our family, and we have been fortunate in having them all -

in our midst. Three of them are farming and Helmer with his family, is

at present residing 4t Aneta, N. Dak., employéd on the railroad. From

the time + started farming, I used oxen until 1891; I then bought my

first toaﬁ of horses from Karl Skare for $325 and $50 for a ‘set of

harmeéso In the fall of the seme year, I bought a mare from the same

person for $125 and one mare from John Lilja for $125. I was fortunate

in getting a good crop. That fall I had 98 acres of wheat and got 3000

bushels of good qualitys. All of section 13 was laying idle and the owner, i

Mre Langdon, told me 1f I wanted to break up ény of it, 1 could do so by

goetting the first crop for the work, but after that he was to have one-

fourth of the crops. I rented two guarters and bought the 8.W.1/4 of

Sece 13 for $10 per acre’paying for 1t with half of the erop every year.

I also rented the N.W.1/4 of Sec. 15 for a few years on the same con-

dition, giving a share of the crop. The result of it was that I bought

it and got it paid for. When my oldest son, John He married, he made

his home on this quarter a few years. I then bought a half section of

~school land in section 36. This land I purchased in the fall of the year.
During the winter, Ilhauled some lumber on the place to build a Parn,

as x was going to do some breaking there. In &he spring I dug a well etce.

John helped me with the breaking, for I told him he could get the,fﬁrst

crop for the breaking; mo one day he sald to me that here would make &

nice farm when it got wopked up. I told him if he wished to go into debt
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he could buy it for the same I was to pay for it, and the deal was made.
He is at present farming that same land and has a nice farm with good
buildings. In the year 1893 I built myg first house of lumber with a
bagement 12”by 201, meln bullding 16' by 24! snd a lean 10' by 241,
This house was occupied until 1908 when I rebuilt the same and added
some. of 1%, making 1t considérably largers This rebuilding cost at

that time in the neighborhood of $2000. In the year 1890, we got to
talking about getting a threshing machine as most of we neighbors had
three quarters of land, and thinking. if the crop came through, it would
be a large thresh bill to pay; so four of us decided to partnership

on a threshing outfit, David Kalland, Ole. 0. Kasstad, John H. Haugen, .
and myself, but when the time came for the deal to be closed, the two
former backed out, and John J. and I bought the rig. It ﬁés B Jdéle
@ase, 20 hep« engine, and 40 in. cylinder separator. We hired a man
from Indiana to run the smgine and Gilbert Hanson from Cooperstbwﬁ,the
seperator, We did considerable threshing that fell. We had fhe rig

on three days trial, and were satisfied with and declided to keep it.

We were to pay $2800 for it; the first year we Paid down $1300. We

had. three years to pay it on. After we finished threshing in the fally
we built a shed for 1t on my place. +he second year we had &n engineer
from Cooperstown, Nels Aterholdt, and Krut Hamre from Coopersi own, ran
the seperator. That year was not very good; we threshed fof twenty~
three farmers and put in forty-seven days and cleared, abouve expensess
-only $211. This machine was of the 0ld type with straw carrier instead
of blowers The fourth year my brother, John,J;, sold his share to the
agent of the company who was also a shareholder in the rig (which I
failed to mention before). The agent and I thrested the next fall. I

then bought his share and was alone about it. Julius Brekke, a long

time resident of Hannaford, was my favorite engineer until John became
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sufficienty qualified to handle the engine, and Knut Hamre, still a resi-
dent of Cooperstown, ran the seperator for me untlil I felt qualified to :
do that myself. I'liked the kind of work very miche I migﬁt relate

that one fall I threshed fbr Edward Stai a whole week and got paid §775

thresh bill. I have not had any responsibllity with threshing, the

~later years, as my son, Johy, has a rig of his own and he does the

w.
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threshing.

In the ploneer days, it became a custom 1n our neighborhood that we
all should curb our wells with common rock, and that seemed to by my job.
I have curbe’ many a well in the commnity, and several for myself, a
hazardous and dangerous btask; and down through the ages, 1 have struggled,
not regretting what I have undertaken to do, sometimes a fallure and
sometimes a success,

In 1908 John H. and lrs. and their two oldest children, Sophia and
Hans, my wife and I, made & trip to Norway to visit our native land and

relations. We left here in November and retumned in February. This trip

- was enjoyed very much in spite of the fact that the people in Norway

hardly believed what we told them. We got along O. Ki anyway; and now
I am getting so old that I don't think 'I'll ever:see Norway againe

I recall one fall, I, togethef with some of the neighbors were over
and helped 0laf Kalvik bulld a barn. We were on the roof shingling;
I lost my balance and slid down the roof falling o the frozen ground.
The others thought I was just about killed 1f not entirely killed.

T got out of 1t width a badly bruilsed arm, which took considerable time

" to heal up. Nevertheless, I got out of it pretty good.‘I have had

-

five operations during my IiTe and came out in fine shape, even though

at times it looked, you might say, hopeless. The past twenty years or

so I have just farmed the homestead and got along as well as could be
expected through this perilod bf depression. Bofth my wife and I are getting

well along in years, and I think the youngér generation will have to
take our place in the near future.
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