
Biography of  Peter  ldsvoog
--Cora J .  Johnson

Peten Idsvoog came to Cooperstovrn,  I lor th  Dakota f rom l l isconsln in
the year  of  1886 wi th  the in tent lon of  v ls l t lng an uncle here.  l lowever ,
he ltked lt  very much in Dakota and declded to make his home here.

,  LTr .  ldsvoogrs work dur ing h is  f i rs t  year  l r .ere was ch ief ly  pa lnt ing
' . . ' {n  and"  around Cooperstown.  The town at  that  t lme was not  so advanced' 'r6-nd 

as large as i l  is at the present t ime. There was a €leneral merchan-
d ise s tore where the theater  ls  now,  for  a t  that  t ime there were no
mot lon p lc ture shows here.

The. Presbyterlan Church vras the only cl lurch here unti l  the tvlethodlst
Church was buil t .  The Baptlst Church was at one t ime what the Bethlehem
Church. ls now. The Lutheran Church was bu1lt ln 1897 and the f irst
mln ls ter  was 0,  K.  Quamme. A wooden schoolhouse took the p laee of  the
one we have now vrh ich was a lso located wher"e the h lgh school -  ls  a t  present .

I n  l - 38?  g r .  Tc l svo  tg  ccn tee te r l  on  e  i t o ; i e ' t e ' : . r - ' l  1n  Ro . r i ness  Touns i r l ' r ,
i- :e51nn1n,b '"J- bi", t i-Lree o j :eIt " nc' i l ;  " ' ' :1.ki-n[; . t lotr ' .  The ;ra.1n rr ' l1gr;.t  e.nc' l  oi1.t s
' , 'e  ie  , t ' , i t  1n on s l j : , . re .  Arr  o .1- , j  s t ,v- l -€  ; .CCor, , i lc l t  b ln5.93 rv l "o  u*ed"  to  re:Lrr  the

" , r : r ln .  
Ste :  ; ,  en, ; lnso ' , : ! 'ere used f 'or  t i l resht f l . :  ,  but  there 1t 'ere : i l? . l ' t }  horse

i g ' , ' g y , i r i . . c h l n e s  t o o .  T i r e , i l o u s e , . r n i ' - c : : r n  l l r e r e  b r r l l t  o f  1 o * i s  l n d  t h e
f  O1_l.O', '111;. ,  ) ,  e: : . I .  . : .  nC1: i r .Crls e 1- '? S bUl- l t  .

I t  ! i 1 r . s  - t , c , ' i  , , 1 ] - e s  t o  C : o ; 2 e r s t o ' , ' r n r : r l i l g l r  r r " ; c r  l l , e i - r  n e e . r e s ' ' t  t c t * ' n .  9 1 n c e

t j :e  o. r  e1 ' r  ;^n.1"  r ' ' r , .oon r "ere the only  ; l leans c f  t r r -nspor tat lon 1t  too lc  n.bout
b, r ree i r .ours to l *6et  to  town.  T] . rere \ r rere no r .u to. lob l1es r ' . t '  t l i l . t  t lhe.  I f
t i r "ere had been' ihe1l  could.  not  i r r .ve i :ee:n uFier l  . i ' 'n ) / l rey O""" t r ' "e  of  tne con-
r ' i1t1cn of t l :e '  ol.r, i- i  : . , :h1cir r,rer€i ruerel-y -r:t l ts an,;I1ng ln e"nd- out orrer th"e
p r a l r l  e .

In  1888 three L icrses \ i 'er .e  purchasecL : ino la te: '  t  second" h: - ' .nd. ,  one-
Cyl lnder  Cef  ,  re .e. rb l1h. ' - l  : .  Dul l i : r ,y  encr  cost ln ; . ,  S6lC.  The l : rod"ucts  were
cirea: brr t  proc.ucts l :oui : ; i r t ' : 'e16-"also c l le p.  -SutteI  Y?s solc l -  for  I  to 101
& l : ound . ,  eggs  fo r  6  to  10 '1  a  t : t oz ,en ;  co f fee  ccu ld  be  bou$h t  t en  pounds  fo r

a i io l la : i .  
-Ca1lco 

lqes f lve eenie , i  ]a fL i  r  used,  verJ; '  : ; iuch for  dre$ses;  lay l

usec l  f o r  t he  bes t  r i r esses .  H l red  i : . L1o  r "as  a l so  che l . ; l ,  i *?C  to  - i $Zn  a ;non th

f,or elght ;nonths e"nri yI.5j . t_ ci-1i cturlng t irreshlng;.

iYheat u:"?s so] ,1 f ron : , '3 ' / '  f  a b: :shel  to a1.S8: '  buehel .  $one corn
\"  t ,ElSed.,  but  q ' i :eat  1r : ' :  s  the c l - l ,1ef  CrOp. Te.: .es afe abOut fouf  t lnes

.__i  : - f " r* . -nol0,  "s 
they rTere t i ren.  Lend coul-d" i re bought ior  { i i5 s"n acre.

In  1g04,  L i r .  Ic lsvoo6 e: : r re  to  Cooperstor"n,  la ter  n i ; rk lng.  n ls-  home 1n

Blnford. ,  i . lor i i :  Dakot* .  r r f i fpu 1r*  opern, tbr i "  P '  s tore.  Af ter  e  t lne he movedt

; ; ;L  io 'Cooi :ers toy:n r lhere i ie  hes nAdd ] :1s ho;ne s lnce.  56rn h€ superv lses

::f s f"r,r. l i is, iravlng fourteen hund.rer. ' I .  ecres of 1::"nt1 ln Ste c'1e and Grlggs

Coun t l ' .

. . i r .  I c i - svoo1 :  s : - ys  t l r e re  r ' e re  be i te r  t lmeg  J  eF - rs  b : . ck - -peop le  were  no t

tn  cLeb t  3s  the : , , s . re  nov r . l n r l  t ] : e  ccs t  o f  ] l r ' l n r ;  v r r . s  no t  so  h1gh .  Even

t l :ough. , t i rere wi - ,  s  verJ I l  t t Ie  p inuse, j lent  ,  the nelg l tbors l ' rou l t i -  get  together
ln thelr log ir.ouses p,nd ha.ve s {I lerry-t.19e. l l ig hqtags were nct alw:_ys of
the Iu :ur lous t i te ,  but  the } :ear ts  of  t l :e  people rsad"e up for  that .


