


the oxen out ln the prAir le. I le then buil t  a sod stable ' ,rhiclr.  lne i tad
for  t t {o  or  t } r ree; iears.  The roof  r r ras inac le of  s lough hay covered.  r : , l i th
sod.  Mr '  Johnson : . ' rent  to  i : lope ani i  Coope.r 's tor rn for  1r . is  i : r "or r i  s ions-  i le
i : ' a - n  l -  : ' . r n < ' F l - r  f  n  " t -  n a  h ^ ^ ^ . . ^ ^  l ^ ^ ' . ^ - ^ " ^ - - L  
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"ysrrL/  
l , rLrDU".J  t  o  . iJ6pe because cooper"s toTln \ " ie .s  not  very lar .1e and.  c1 ld not

aI 'veys irave al l" he wantec. :Jope was el-gi:teen rnl les arra;,r froin h:i .s Lrorne,
ancl he could not alrya.,rs come home the sene day. l le started. or_r_t v, l i th a
team of  oxen and a load of  oats  abc)ut  4  Orc loc lc  in  t i re  morn ing and ret r r rned"
a i rout  dark

Sotr te  of  the r l . ,+T no- i  ' : f1 fo61s r : rere;  l lenry Be,n is ,  g .  C.  Bu- t ler ,  $ .  l I
t i e l son ,  Gunc le r ; ; "  

- r ; ; u : ; -d l "  
i { a l vo rson ,  O le  l i o l kan ,  I t r u te .  I {age : ,  ; , i r s .

"{ inna . l ialvorsr:n aird C. C " Platt .

' I 'he f irst crop froze so he . lot onl;,- a fe,. ' ,r  l :r-rshefs of oats. i , , tr.
io i rnson a,nc l .  i r is  i l ro tSrer" - in- ]aw 5e1r3ht  a  b lnder l ' , r i r ich they usecl  together
and also a ,.lower ancl. rajre they boul;J"rt tire first irinder trrat Hain:lre: and.
!o"9 i  ,so ld 

j -n  Cooperstourn.  '1 ' : :e  
i : r ice of  the 'y , l :eat  ranSecl  f rorn 4O{ up

to 5Od per  bushel  ano oats  f rorn 1ty '  up to  23(  per  bush6L

The fuel that r, ' l r .  Johnson used. was wood. l i l i : ls ir .e got frorn the
She;renne Val le ; r .  l le  bou;ht  1 t  f ro in  the people l iv ing a long the r iver .
I ie  sawed c lo 'yn the t rees and.  hauled thern 1ro:ne in  the winter ' r i ren there
l , f ls -sn i t :nuch e lse to  do,  and then i :urned.  l t  up dr- r r ing t . t re  sumuler .

i ; iatr lr t imes t i ' re sito'"rstorins 'rere so bad. t irat t ire p-1-oneer could not
cc; : le  ar , . lD, r  f rar , t  h is  shant ; . ' ,  and he r res thot ' th t  to  be f rozen to  death by
l r t  a  nn- i  n l r l rnnq.  l ' lany t i " ; ,es t l . re  p ioneer  lost  t l -Le t rac l ' ;  or  road and drove
aroi-r"nd for hc.]f  t jre ni;;ht before l :re cr:r-r lcl f  ind ar' ;r h.onse .

One e Veni- i t3 ' , '7i1"t , , , i" .  JOlr:rSOn ancl ir . is sister rfere cOr,r: int froin torytr,
a  snor ' ' rs torn came 11p.  l l5-s  s is ter rs  p lnce r r /as a .n i le  and a quar ter  f rorn
his .  i le  too l r  h is  s : is ter"  l : lc , rc ,  i ru . t  the s tcr rn r , r r€rs  so ter r ib le  t1rat  l : .e  cou1d.
no t  co ; r to  to  h i s  i Lo -ne .  , i e  hac l  t o  s ta ; r  a t  i r i i s  s i s te r r s  p lace  fno rn 'Lhu rsday
evenin l ;  i rn t - i -1  Saturda;r  norn i -ng "

In  the  fa l l  o f  1891  ; r l r .  Johnso i r  had  the  bes t  c rop  he  eve r  ra i sed .
i)r-r-e to t l-re rain airf l  s.Lrorta6le c: l  f lrr l :slr i- : , i  r jrr:ci1ines, -re cou.lcl not Set i t
t l , tnesi 'red. In the late fal1 l :re stu.cLeri the ,, iraln with si-rol ' , /  on i-t" : t ' i :e
ne:c 'c  spr in ; :  befo i 'e  secc l in ; : ,  the ' ; ra i .n  vas thrcshed bu. t  due to  t . l re  i ; ra in
l:ei:r ' :  ' ' ret al lo rotter. i ,  he cl id- not get rni '-c--r out of j . t .  ' le scl.r: i  soj lre of
t l re  'nrheat  to  R.  C,  ' | , 'ooper  f  or  I1 i  a  br . rshel  and a, lso to  so l le  of  the neig i r -
bo rs  fo r  t he  s l t r i l € .1 : r l ce .  l l e  gave  a , r l&Y  so rne  o f  i t  and  used  the  res t  h in -
seLf ,  l t l l  that  sr - r - r ' tc r  he worked for ' , ' I .  ' 'o f .  Archer  to  pay t l re  threshing
b i } 1 .

At  one t ime " rhen. i i r .  Johnson carne f ro .n l Iope,  i re  Got  o l l t  in  a  hai - l -
uor- r1.  I ' ie  was abo" . : t  seven ,n i les f rorn t i re  nearest  t r .or , r -se.  . 'he l ra i ls i .ones

"rere le . r3er  tnan inarb les.  l l ls  hand,s l " rere sore for"  a ' lonz l  t i : : re  c lue to
t l : e  na i l s tones  h i t t j - n : :  so  ha rd .

. Johnson hadr lru-rnt do'.vn i-: :  the fal- l  of L894.
lr.e f ixed up and r.epai::ed. Ti:Lis i :ouse br:rned.
l: Ie haci no insurance on it  and not inuch riras
. The horrse ' ."ras as good as nn;rorle had at

tLrat  sene spr i : " ' r  to  r , l iss  ; ; iary  i l rosten.  TheJ

ai 'bne iroi;re of AnCre'v Brosten.

T'he f jLrst shant;r thrat , ; ir
T-la t l ien borrr. ' l -r t  a Ltoi,-se .rr l .r ichL V

c lovn in  the spr in ; ;  o f  19O5.
S a V e d .  S O  l f  v r n  a  c  - r a c *  l  o S S

tirat t lrne .

tr1r. Johnson vras narr"ied-
'rere :narrieci in ir iggs IJoi-: r. t ;r




