


the oxen out in the préairie. He then built a §od stable which he had

for two or three years. The roof was made of glough hay covered with

god. Mr. Johnson went to Hope and Cooperstown for his provisions. He

went mostly to Hope because Cooperstown was not very large and did not
always have all he wanted. Hope was eighteen miles away from his home,

and he could not always come home the same day. He started out with a

team of oxen and a load of oats about 4 O'clock in the morning and returned
about dark. ‘

, Some of the near neighbors were: Henry Bemis, E. C. Butler, S. H.
flelson, Gunderson Bros., Ole Halvorson, Ole Bolkan, Knute. Hagen, Mrs.
Anna Halvorson and C. C. Piatt.

The first ecrop froze so he got only a few bushels of oats. Mr.
Johnson and hils brother-in-}law bought a binder which they used together
and also a mower and rake. They bouzht the first binder that Hammer and
Condy sold in Cooperstown. The price of the wheat ranged from 40¢ up
to 50¢ per bushel and oats from 18¢ up to 23¢ per bushel.

The fuel that Mr. Johnson used was wood. This he got from the
Sheyenne Valley. Ie bought it from the people living along the river.
He sawed down the trees and hauled them home in the winter when there
wasn't much else to do, and then burned it up during the summer.

Many tlmes the snowstorms were ‘so bad that the piloneer could not
come away from his shanty, and he was thought to be frozen to death by
his neighbors., Many times the ploneer lost the track or road and drove
around for half the night before he could find any house.

One evening when llr. Johnson and his sister were coming from town,
a snowstorm came up. IHis sister's place was a mile and a quarter from
his. He took his sgister home, but the storm was so terrible that he could
not come to hls home. IHe had to stay at his sister's place from Thursday
evening until Saturday morning. ;

In the fall of 1891 Mr. Johnson had the best crop he ever raised.
Due to the rain and shortage of threshing machines, he could not get 1t
threshed. In the late fall he stacked the grain with snow on it. The
next gpring before seeding, the grain was threshed but due to the grain
being wet and rotted, he did not get mueh out of it. He sold some of
the wheat to R. C. Cooper for 15¢ a bushel and also to some of the neigh-
bors for the same price. He gave away some of it and used the rest him-
self. All that summer he worked for W. W. Archer to pay the threshing
ok | 4%

At one time when Mr., Johngon came from Hope, he got out in & hail
corm. He was about seven miles from the nearest house. <+he hailstones
were larger than marbles. His hands were sore for a long time due to
the hailstones hitting so hard.

The first shanty that Mr. Johnson had burnt dewn in the fall of 1894.
He then bought a house whiech he fixed up and repaired. This house burned
down in the spring of 1205. He had no insurance on it and not much was
saved, so 1t was a great loss. The house was as good as anyone had at
that time.

Mr. Johnson was married that same spring to Miss Mary Brosten. They
were married in Griggs County at the home of Andrew Brosten.






