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!The parents of the pioneer are John and Kari Engen. The pioneer's
name is' Ben Johnson. He was born in 1867 on the first of December in
Allzmskee County, Iowa, near Dekorah.

The pioneer left his former home because of the chinch bugs which
ned destroyed their crops for seversl yeasrs . When they left they sold
their land for thirteen dollars per acre, and it would have been worth
$300. today. Ben Johnson came to North Dskots instead of any other state
because there were free homestesds to be gotten.

Wnen Ben Johnson was coming to this state he had many hardships to
endure. One thing was that they ran short of supplies so the pioneer's
father had to go into Fargo and get some things but he could not get back
that night and so Ben Johnson snd his brother did not know where to put
themselves so they crewled upstairs in a barn. It was real cold. The
police had noticed them go upstairs and he was searching for them but
they were very quiet and afraid f so they lay quite still, and he didn't
find them. They traveled in lumber wagon up here.

Ben Johnson came to North Dskota, that is to Fargo, on the 20th of
April, 1881, and up to this part of the country on the 20th of June, 1881.
The reason Ben Johnson could not get here before was because of the great
flood caused by the Red River. The water was up to the front street of
Fargo so he stayed down there with relatives until i1t went down to normsl
slze again. :

When Ben Johnson wes up here the figﬁt ew years the mosquitoes were
e great pest. They would have to meke 2 ?%#;ﬁfb get them away. Mr. John-
son seld that he would ususlly take a big kettle along if he going away
and set i1t right in the wagon box znd make‘?iﬁéziﬁ’it S0 as to keep them

- away. The mosquitoes were just as bad to the animsls as they were to the
people. A 1little while later most of them diseppeared. The nearest

town at that time was Valley City, Mr. Johnson ususlly went there once

& year and 1t was a2 long distance when he used oxen. That same spring

he got short of flour, coffee, sugar, and tobacco. Eerly that spring

he had to go to Valley City again and it ook 2 whole week to make the
trip. There ceme a large snowstorm and Mr. Johnson had to stay out in

the storm one night. There was also another party that happened to have

a load of lumber that got caught in the snowstorm. They burned the

Lumber so gs to keep warm and to keep alive.

, When Mr. Johnson was here the first years there was government land
he settled down on. He had to go to Valley City to file a petition for

homestead. MNMr. Johnson lives in Washburn Township number 146 and Range
58.

The first home Mr. Johnson hsed in this state was sort of g dugout.
It wes built in o hill and had s sort of roof extending outward. They
had one room which was not very large. Here they had to both sleep and
do their cooking. There was 2lso another little room in which they kept

the things cooked in . The whole room was Wwhite washed.

Mr. Johnson hsd to go to Valley City for provisions as I.have men-
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tioned. It was the closest town. It took about a week and often had
very hard times getting there and coming home again. ;

" The names of lr. Johnson's nearest neighbors were Arney Arneson,
ir. Seim, Ole Bjugstad, John Qualey, and Omund Nelson Opheim.

Mr. Johnson's early farm machinery were the cradle, flall and walking
plow then which took a great deal of time. Instead of the cradle now he
uses a binder. The cradle would do very slow and poor work. The flail
was used then for threshing machine. A little later they had the thresh-
ing machine and power was gotten by using horses and they hsd to keep %
on going in a circle. It was very hard work for the horses. Mr. Johnson
did not use oxen very much becguse Jjust o little while after he came he
got horses.

lMr. Johnson had quite good success with his crops. The seeds which
he usuelly seeded were wheat, oats, barley, and rye. In wheat Mr. John-
son's fields would yield up to 45 bushels to the acre. The other crops
elso would be good. The market prices were not so very high at that
Time but there was such an abundance of it they could mske pretty good.

The fuel that Mr. Johnson used in early days was wood. He had quite
a good space of trees and therefore had ususlly plenty of wood for the
fire so as to keep that going. ;

There were some prsirie fires but these did not bother very much
because of the Sheyenne River. There were quite bad snowstorms. One
year there were great big snowstorms in May. Mr. Johnson sald they would
not be very harmful but the worst was to come from the house to the barn.

lMr. Johnson was married to Ingre Gurina Midstokke on the 7th of
January, 1909, at Sharon, N. Dek. Mr. Johnson has three girls whose
nemes are Cora, Gladys, Inga. Cora is 15, Gladys is 9, Inga is 13. He
also had a boy who died when four years old.

The present home of Mr. Johnson is 9 miles northeast of Cooperstown
in Washburn Township number 146, Range 58, Section 12.
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The parents of the pioneer are John and Xari Engen. The pioneer's
name 1s Ben Johnson. He was born in 1887 on the first of December in
Allamakee County, Iowa, near Decorah. v -

The pioneer left his forner home because of the chineh bugs which
had destroyed their crops for several vears. When they left they sold
their land for thirteen dollars per acre, and it would have been worth
$300 today. Ben Johnson came %0 Norih Dakota instesd of any other
state because there were free homesteads to be gotten.

When Ben Johnson was coming to this state he had many hardships
to endure. One thing was that they ran short of supplies so the
pioneer's father had to go into Fargo and get some things but he counld
not get back that night and so Ben Johnson and his brother did not know
where to put themselves so they crawled upstairs in a barn. It was
real cold. The police had noticed them go upstairs and he was search-
ing for them but they were very quiet and afraid so they lay quite
still, and he didn't find them. They traveled in lumber wagon up here.

Ben Johnson came to North Dakota, that is to Fargo, on the 20 of
April 1881, and up to this part of the county on the 20 of June, 1l8Hl.
The reason Ben Johnson could not get here before was because of the
great flood caused by the Red River. The water was up to the front
street of Fargo so he stayed down there with relatives until it went
down to normal size again. :

When Ben Johnson was up here the first few years the mosquitoes
were a great pest. They would have to make a fire to get them away.
Mr. Johnson said that he would usually take a big kettle along if he
was going away and set it right in the wagon box and make fire n it
so as to keep them away. The mosquitoes were must as bad to the animalsg
as they were to the people. A little while later most of them disa-
ppeared. The nearest town at that time was Valley CQity. Mr. Johnson
usually went there once a vear and it was a long distance when he used
oxen. That same spring he got short of flour, coffee, sugar, and tobacco.

‘Early that spring he had to go to Valley Citv again and it took a

whole weék to make the trip. There came a large snowstorm and Nr.
Johnson had to stay out in the storm one night. There was algo another
party that happened to have a load of lumber that got caught in the
snowstorm. They burned the lumber so as to keep warm and to keep alive.

When Mr. Johnson was here the first years there was government
land he settled down on. He had to go to Valley City to file a
petition for homestead. Mr. Johnson lives in Washburn Township, number
148 and range 58.

The first home Mr. Johnson had in this state was sort of a dug-
out. It wes built in a hill and had a sort of roof extending outward.
They had one room which was not very large. FHere thev had to both
sleep and do their cooking. There was also another little room in which
they kept the things they cooked in. The whole room was white washed.

Mr. Johnson had to go to Valley City for provisions as T have
mentioned. Tt was the closest town. It took about a week and often
had very hard times getting there and coming home again.

The names of Yr. Johnson's nearest neighbors were Arney Arneson,
Mr. Seim, Ole Bjugstad, John Qualey, and Omund Nelson Opheim.

Mr. Johnson's early farm machinery were the cradle, flail, and
walking plow. Tnstead of the plowg he has now he used the walking plow
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then which took a great deal of time. TInstead of the cradle now he
uses-a binder. The cradle would do very slow and poor work. The

flail was used then for threshing machine. A little later they had

the threshing machine and power was gotten by using horses and they

had to keep on going in a circle. Tt was very hard work for the horses.
Hr. Johnson did not nse oxen very much because just a little while
after he came he got horses.

Mr. Johnson had quite good success with his crops. The seeds
which he usually seeded werc wheat, oats, barley, and rve. In wheat
Mr. Johnson's fields would viéld up to 35 bushels to the acre. The
other crops also would be good. The market prices were not so very
high at that time but there was such an sbundance of it thev could
make pretty good. ’

The fuel that Mr. Johnson used in early days was wood. He had
quite a good space of trees and therefore had usually plenty of wood
for the fire so as to keep a-going.

There were some prairie fires but these did not bother very much
because of the Sheyenne River. There were guite bad snowstorms. One
year there were great big snowstorms in May. Mr. Johnson said they
would not be very harmful but the worst was to come from the house to
the barn. :

Mr. Johnson was married to Ingre Gurina Midstokke on the 7 of
January, 1909 at Sharon, N. Dak. Mr. Johnson has three.girls whose
names are Cora, Gladys, and Tnga. Oora is 15, Gladys is 9, and Irga -
is 13. He also had a boy who died when four vears old.

The present home of Mr. Johnson ieg 9 miles northeast of Cooperstown
in Washburn township, number 146, Range 58, Section 13.

--Inga Johnson
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