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,3f i t1. and. l j l rs. Lars.Johnson, vrho now resi_d.e in Sverd.rup \
TovrnBtrirp, ?rer.e both born Ln $weden.. Lars Johnson isho was then
knrrwn as Lars Johanson $/as boyn on the 14th of January, L842,
in Dufved, are, Jamtland, Sweden. II ls parents were bir. John
Larson s"nd Mrs.  Br l ta  Nelson Larson.  He was the seccn, : i  son ln
a familrr of ihrer: boys and one g1rl-.  Mrs. Johanson vras knor,ryn
in i ' : .e : -  g i r lhocc i  days as Ingeborg Nelson.  l ier  parents were l r le ls
Olauson anc '" lertrude Lalander L\lausi:,n. $he vras born on the
19th of  * rpr i I ,  1 tJ4?,  in  Wlk,  aro,  Jarr i t lanc l ,  $weden.  She vras
thc  o ldes i :  ch i l d : i n  a  fa rn i l y  o f  i ; h rcc  bovs  anc i_  f i ve  g l r l s .  L { r .
Lars Joh*-nsr.;n and- Tngeborg l, lelson rrere rnarried- on the thlrd af
Ju ly ,  18 '70,  in  Are Church near  Dufvei l ,  Jamt land,  Srved.en,

In a8?2, after the o1r-i  hone of , j ,a: 's Joi:ansonrs frarents
haC 

' i ; . , , ' , ' ' '1 t  
so ld to  the i r  o ldest  son,  Mr.  . fohanson d-ec idec l -  to  sa i l

fo l ' . . , ln l r ies.  0n the 9th of  F1ay,  Lars Johanson ancl  h ls  v+ i fe  and
thel r  in f r :n t  daugtr ter ,  Br i ta  El izabeth,  c iectded i ;o  go to  l$ inne-
sota to  seek a nev/  home.  Thel r  came to Grr ,nLte Fal ls ,  Chlppevra
County,  I , { lnnesota,  be;cause } , { r .  Johansonts youngest  brot } rer  had.
come there t l ' ro years bef'ore ancl had alread-1; 

' l rought 
a farm. The

Johansonl s l lvr,rr j  1;here (-)n a ' i i re-empt j .on for nine yea.r.s but be-
cause of '  c rop fa i lures,  r } re  to  thrc ,e ) rears of  grassho,- ' . ,o ls  anc l
t l r ough t ,  t hey  wc re  ob l i j ed  to  1eave .  On  a  p re -emnt lon  peop le
vlere given the rlght to 1iv*. unti l  rh.e1r coulo homesteerd. the
land,  but  s lncc i t  wss lmnossib le  to  l ive there because of '  c rL-c
f : i i l u re  they  we t .e  gz i ven  pe rm ls : , i on  by  the  g r : ve rnnen t  t o  l eave
and go elst: 'r .rhere to mal<e iheir l iving and take a homestead lf
they v.r ished..

I 'r-rr ' .  Mattf ievr David.son, a Clvi l- vrar veter"an s.nci a neighbor
o f ' t h l  Johansonrs ,  had  gone  t l  i n rha t  i s  nov r  Gr tggs  Coun ty  a
ccu : l e  o f  t i ea j . s  be fo re .  The  Johanson ts  the re fo re  dee lc ied  to
go to  Dakota.  They bui l t  & c : , rered.  v /agon b;J  nal l lng v , rooc ien
r ibs to  the to- :  o f  the vragon box and covered these,  f i rs t  vr i th
unbleached sheet ing,  then o i lc lo th to  make f  i ,  v rat ,crproof  .  In-
to  th l s  t hey  l oaded  a l l  t he  househo ld  goods ,  cons i s t l ng  ch ie f -
- ; r  o f  bc ' c lo thes ,  s tove ,  a  few  k l t chen  u tens i l so  anc l  l he l r  im-
migrant  t runk f i l led - i r i th  c lo thes for  tLremselves ancl  three
chi lc i r "en,  Br i . ia  E l lza l re th,  Ni -cko1aus,  and Margareta.  They a lso
haC i ) r ( . v l s i ons  w i th  them fo r  t he  j o " r .ne ; ' ,  such  as ,  " knacke l r
i :reaci, drled beef , hornemade sun-rner sausag:el.,  smokecr ham, and.
so for t l ' r .  They a lso had one-hal f  dozen hens,  two geese,  and.
l ine roos ier .  fhey sh i , r led the i r  haymoiner  and r ; low on the

N'r r thern Paci f  ic  to  Val ley Ci t ; f  .  , {  sma1l  seeci ,er  vr i= is  sh j .  :ed
ic  } Iope la ter .  fhey had three cor /s ,  onu hel fer  and one eal f .
Thel r  mat t res: ies y iere f l l led ' , , r i th  sLr : . . !v  anc l  la ld-  on top of  the i r
l :or,roehold goc;rls. 0n their journey rvh.j f ,hs bre'-,rd- i :avi: oui they
had to: ! - l f t  the s tove out  o f  t l : .e  wagon whi le  the; r  d ic l  the bahing.

They set out on their journey in corn:ranir vrl t l : .  John and
Gustav Forsborg . rnd the Snotness farn i . ly .  They had . ; lanned to

sf art in l l ' iay but du= to i l i i :s. Johansonl S - ' i  I ' l  n,=-srs 1.1er-rr nostnoned
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r:i),

thelr d.ep.=-r"ture st i1l in June. At  the ena cf  the f i rs t  days
journey they caft i-rcd near a farsa. } '{rs. Jo}ranson was not fecl lng
vre l l r  so the Hind f . * rmert  s  vr l fe  lnv i ted her  and her  g i r ls  to
s leep upsta l re  ln  her  house,  The roc$ was lov;  and hot  and she
fef i ;  fever ish.  $he managed to g;et  dst"nsta i rs  for  a  dr ink of
vls.ter f ' l 'crn a re"ln barrel to quench her thirst. The nt::  t  morn-
ing the lari", .l.:.r.'e her f-r/)r'ri.) "ycnJ*e:i.ne g.ncl }irs. Jchanslrr. f'elt
v ' re l l  enough so they co, r lc t  cont inue. the l r  journey.

t j ' i ihen they re: ched. Fergus Fal1s they tr: idLcd thelr tet,m of
horses to a sl ' ln who had. come from the Red, River Vallev. In
exchan. . :e  for  the horses the-v got  two yoke of  oxen '  Then 1n
com;any vr l th  the Grotnesf ies and the Forsbergs they cont tmred
thei r  jou-rney.  Cat t le  buyers,  go1d,  seekers,  land-  seekers,  and"
for tune hui : i ters  u l th  the l r  wagons jo ined ln  the cavalcade for
a longer  or  sh i : r ier  t lme.

They c&Krr., th::o rgh Fargo r.',rhlch was ihen only a tor,rn of
sma11 shant iesr  &1r .  Johanson vranted to  s tay in  Fargn and go
into the rer taurant  bus i -ners,  but  Ui rs .  Johanson had"  ihe v is ion
of 'a  c la lm ancl  home ln  Da.kot€Uvrhere she coul r l  br" lng up her  ch i l -
d ren  i n  God- t s  na tu re  and  no t  i . n  a  no i s : i  boa rd lng  house  k l t chen t
d -us ty  s t i ' ec t s  and  d . l r t y  a l l eys .

The Grotnei . .ses vrent  to  Crookston f rom Fargo but  the Johan-
sons ancl Forsbergs contlnuec rvestward". Going b)t the Dalrymple
Farm they had to  cross a s lough three mi les 1ong.  The vrater

reached over  the hubs of  the wheels  up to  the wagon box,  but
they cs lme bhrough saleJ-y because the bot tom of  the s lough vras
p ra l r l e  c inc l  no t  so f t .

l f tren passln;t a iarm neElr tsargo one rooster f levr out of
the crs . te .  They lost  t r "ack o. [ '  k r im,  but  thre Grotnes]ses asked
the I 'ar r r l€r  io  pa l r  them f  i l ' ty  cents.  For  th ls  they bought  a
t rea t .  0ve r  one  d .ay ts  j ou rney  on  th i s  s j -de  o f  Fa rgo r  one  o f
the eow€i  had the mlsf  or tune of  bre*k ing her  Ieg.  Th j .s  d .e iayed
the jo i i rney for  three or  four  d.ays.  They had to taker  the cc&"
atntl  her calf brick to Fargo, where they so1d. them both f 'or about
fo r t y  do l l a rs .

Finally they re,.chrecl the Sheyenne Rlver after about f 6r,:-r
, i , 'eeks journe:r ' .  They c&r-r€c1 on t ire east sid-e of the vafley for
a cou,-r le of d-ays v,rhi le Mr. Johanson and o' lh€'r men in the Ctr$-

?any went  ot t t  bo lock I 'nr  a-  good pelce i ' f  land i 'n  - r ;h : i -ch to
set l le .  t 'hey locai t ;d ,  on Sect ion 28,  Range 58 l i l . r  Touunship 195
N. on the moining of the Fourt,h of Julyr l8t] l ,  v,rhei 'e ttrcy are
s t i l l  1 1 v l n g .

* r f ter  they set t led on t t re l r  land,  they l i f ted t le  cover
off the wogon and. set i t  ck:=, 'rn and l ive' ir t  thet ttre f j-rgt
sl1lruner. :;6en lt ralned. or stormed' l"ir' and' I€rs' Johanson hacl
to get up in the night enii  hold clov.rn thre tent. They also h*:.d.
ex i : ra  o l lc lo ths to  put  over  the ehi ldren.  Hrs.  Johanson ean



t e1 l  nany  i n te r "es i i ng  i nc i c ien ts  o f  t r y l ng 'bo  sc i : k  j n  t he  ooen .
&{:: Johanson has also de-:- ightecl in tel l lng str:r ' ies of the early
c ay's r

- l t I i th his team of oxen anc s. erucre':: lour, $ir. Johernson set
to v*ork at onee to break the sod. I le ]: l . . ,rke ten acres of land.
on wt: i-eir he rat.sed. vrhe*"t the ne:. i t  s: ' , : i . ing. He also cut hay lvith
the hel:r of ir is wlfe and ehlld-r 'en, 11r. Johanson put un hay
forbhe neighbors to n:akc mon€y f, 'r  fr. ir-:cl.  and clotir ing. They
also put  up i *  th i r t ;1 '  N6n s isrck of  ha." , ' i ;hat  he so lo.  for  tv . ro
c lo l le l rs  a ton to  I { r .  Andrev ' r  Benscn.

The too ls  and m'chr inery \ l 'e re of  i ; i re  cruc iest  rnake.  Mr,
Johanson made his own hay rahe and. l{rs. Jchanson had to lead
the oxen v.,hiLe l.{r.  Johanson manager-i the rake,-nut ihe Johansons
l" /ere not  a f ra ld  of  worh and as the l r  had very l -1 i t le  money
they  t re r ' €  ' . ' r i ' l i ng  i , o  r vo rk  ha rc l  f o r  necessa ry  : ro - f j s i ons .  They
lraci only f 'orty dcl lars in cash bu.t lvi th 

"";hat 
thoy ea]'nei l  they

vrere able io  send-  f l f t : r  d"o l lars  t ;o  h is  brother '  ln  Granl te  Fal ls .
For, thls tre bought a cow and, sent with Anclreur Benson vrho came
f rom Gr .nn i t c  Fa1 ls  to  th i s  comrnun i t y  l a te r  i n  t he  f , , : 11 .

In  the fa l l  o f  the yenr  Mr.  Johanson went  to  Ver- r - l -eY Cl ty
and trad.ed. off '  sorne cait le for lurnber to build a shanty. . i t f ' ter
the  shan ty  v+as  comp le ted  Mrs .Johanson  sa id ,  " I  don t t  beL teve
eny k j -ng in  a l l  h is  g lory  is  ' - , ts  ha: tpy in  h j .s  pa1.ace as f  am ln
my l i t t le  shant l r . r f  Af ter  harr jnp:  l lverd three moni :hs in  the 1m-
, i ror / ised t ' ,  n t ,  I ' i rs .  Johanso. ' r  apprec lated l i .v lng in  i , .  hous:e l ,hat
was st ;a t i r inary.  The; , '  l lveC ln  th is  I l t t le  sh-ack t111 in  Novem-
ber ,  v rhen  Mr .  Johanson  and  l i t t l c  son r  N ic r  had  eu t  t he  l ogs
an{ ' ,  bu i -Lt  the one-roomecl  1og cabin.  T ' } tey l lv 'c l  in  th is  one-
roomeci  ca l r . ln  unt l l  in  1BB5 v ' rhcrn t i rey bui l t  a  1ar ; ie  barn.  They
put a f loor ln one end- of ihai anrl l ivei in j"t  i 'or a fe'n vreeks

"h i le  
'bhry moved the 1og hou-se,  adde<l  another  l 'oorn,  anct  ra ised-

t,. tre 
'br:" l lcl ing 

making e lovr roon of s€ccrd. f loor. Tkrls bulldlng
vil th the tvro roorns j-s st i- l l  str inding on the ltomestead. The
i-arge vrood framed. buil ' j i -ng was buil t  about }[r0'1.

i ' l r .  and- Hrs Johansi-,n eaeh with a yoke of o::en v,rent to
Val ley Ci t1 , r  in  the f *11 to  buy prov i .s ions for  thercselves anr l
the l r  ne ighbors,  Thls  q ias a three d"ays t r lp .  Thei r  ov l rn  v{ tn ter
p rov l s ions  eons i s ted  o f  t r vo  ga l l ons  o f  ke rosene ,  s l l r up r  f i f t y
eents . ,vor th  c f  brown ancr  f i f i :y  Cents wc. ' r - th  of  'h i le  : iugar ,  f  ive
pounds of  cof fec,  some f  1o ' r r ,  anc i  s-  fevr  n inor  ar t lc les.  They
were not  in  the habi t  o f  Cr lnk ing cof fec evel 'y  d-ay.  They mad.e
a cof fee subst l tu te by baking a k ind of  courst -  i ) rer ;c- l , ,  cut  i t
j-n str ins, C.rled i t  ani, brolvned i i ,  and ground- j . t  to,geihe:. with
sorn€ ccf fee beans,  $omet lmes they used the vr j - ld  pra i r ie  tea
f or a d.r i  nk.

The next s; ' :r i .ng HI' .  Johanson bouEht seed for kris ground'
from e- farner rrear Bald Hil l  Creek, The grain rvas large and"
fulL, but -:ras mlxed rr i th -glth r,v11d buckvrheat seed. As they had no
mil l  &{rs. Johanson and the children }rad io pick out the buck-
o.rheai : :eecl. 'Jhey c1id" this by spreaciini: :  tho t-rheat *ver sheets.
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They also bought f ive bushels oj l  , , ,otatoes in Va1ley 9ity. lr i lhen
they y fere cut f , lng and sor t ing the potetoes for  seed they-  e i r t
ou t " scne .po ta toe i  f o r  a  mea l .  f h i s  v ras  a  t rea t  as  they  had  no t
tastec i -  potatoes s ince they came to l )akote" ,  The notatoes v iere
planted.  in  i i t . ,gror- rnc1 that  krad.  bc*n the f  i re  b: ' :cak,  f 'or  in  thcse
ha,ys prair le f i ies irrere eoli irnon and wid-e f lre brealas Y/ere necessary,
gaiy t l*es the whole famil;1 had. to ge;t oi.rt  and f iglht the f j- l"e.

They had.  to  boryovr  a reaper  to  cut  the i r  f l rs t  years erop!

I'hls they borl'orlred frc-irn Si:son Ouren.

There vras one t lr. ingl these ploneer"s d"id- noi lack anrl i ;hat

v fas fue l .  This  could be got ten at  the $heyenne l l iver .  There
! : iA ' r rp . r lenhr i  o f  dr . rz  t r "ees nnd a lso wood-s on r , " ' l l t j .ch no one had"
! 1 r i l E  r l v l t u J  v L  t r - . , )

rnonesteaci -ed. .  Af t6r  a  fev, r  years Mr,  Johanson bor , : .ght  three acres

of lanc1 alcrng the $he;yenne River v'rhich is knovm as 1ot t l :ree

anc l  sec t . i on  i j ; l t een .  F royx  th i . s  he  has  been  ab le  to  ou r  many  a

load-  of  r , - ;goc l  thy rghor : t  h is  f  or ty- f  ive yeai 's  o f  res j "dence here '

I Ie  pa id"  s ix teen c io l l -ars  an acre for  t i r is  vrood lanc] .

l te  v .  Luncieby vras on€ of  the f i rs t  min is ters  to  v is i . i ;  the
^  ^ , " l rn l r?1  i . t r r  ^  r1 r r . , . . . . "1 -  , t - l ro  Tnha jg  6n l  S  hc- rU,se  WaS Smal l  ye t  1 t  ' ; iaS
Ll u-L -Li. ltt l l  I t- '  ,\ '  o rrJ (J u.titr urrv u vrrc

Iar3er  t t ran many 6f  thefu.  ne iEhbor : t  s  hou.ses.  Tt rereforer  l / i rs .

Johans:n l r tas obl igec l  to  house the n in is t ( , r .  The nelghbors
' lrr"nrrcrht nri '1 tr bleid anr1 other provi s j-ons f cir h-im. Rev. Lundeby
u r  v u € j a r  u  r i r r  M  t

r .as Such a ta1 l  man that  1 l rs .  johanson hacl  to  p iece her  shor t
c lc l -country  sheei ;s  anc l -  ru t  a .  chai r  a t  'Lho foot  o f '  the l rec so
that l-, tre becl , ; , ,c.,uld be long enou-,,h for hir:r.  This minister told-

t5e Johanson chj . lc l ren rnrLrr f  in terest ing s tor i -e  s  about  h ls  t ravels
over  the pra i r ie .  I {e  c l ressed in  furs  and carr ied.  a  tent  v l i th
h im so that . .vhen gaui i ; i r t  im a s torm he could"  cover  h is  horsesn
cutbcr rnd. hlmself ,  and camp on th.e r-.rair le i :-nt j- l  he ' , ir . is abl-e
1 ,o  ge t  t o  some se t i ; l e r s  home.  I {e  v rou ld  i r o ld  se l v i ces  Once  Or
,c .ur lce a year .  At  one of  h is  serv ices held in  1885 t r* re lve ch l l -

dr"en u,rere ba,rt izett at one t in':er Alnoilg j : ]rese tvrelve was Mr. and

1llrs. Jolt*nSont s infant d-ar.rgh.ter, Kri-st i-na Wilhelmina.

In  1886 Lars Johanson and l ians $unclee;n ' . ' rent" i :ack to  Gran-
l te  l 'a l ls  and-  each bou6:ht  a  team of  ] :orscs.  Each ter r 'm cost
in the neighborhood of*three hr:-nr-ired- d-ol lars. Thes€ Yrer€ bou-ght

on t,he ins' i ;al iment o1a,n.

Af ter  f l l ing h is  t ree c la im,  lv l r t  Johanson set  about  p lant -

i .ng trees. Tl1e f :-rst : ;ear hr., ' ; lanted- seed. anc; thev c. 'Kie uLl
.nlIel1,r ancl seemecl to thriLve bri. t  1n Ju-1-1r a hct rain l i i l leC them'

IIe t; iren brad io i-rreirare the soil  a8ain, buy treel airci re ' : lsnt.

fn  1885 he p lanted n ine tho 'sanr l  t rees.  I '5- 'ny c f  the: :e  are novr

sturcy t rees,  l ,Y i th  t rees l r lantec; ,  i1  fa ter  yeal 's  t t le) f  make an

exceti+:nt wi"nclbreak anc a coz,:f looking trori le'

l ,hei f  irst sch.cl iroi: .se b:: i l t  in the fa,l l-  of l t i :-{r. l  is what
j-s nol-1, kno.;:n as the rjal l-s-t in School. Gallat in v'ras then the

Poslof f lce,  fhe Gal la t in  Sehoolhcr- rse was o l :g :anized '  l iay 2?t

1835.  Hr . .  Johanson served On the boaqc '  as c ler l<  at  that  t j .me
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and. later as presld.ent of the board.. Thts scl lool grevs to be
gul le  large.  I : i  1889,  for ty- f lve ch i ld . ren of  scho61 ag€r  l lved.
1n the d ls t r le t .  Th j .s  schoolhouse eost  approx lmate ly  one
tlrousand dollars .

Isr .  Johenson received h ls  e l t lzenehlp papers in  June,  lg8?.
George Gul l lckson and l , {a t thew David-eon vrere-h is  vr i tnesses.
John .n. . lorgenson vras elerk of court for Grl-ggs county. ($ee
cQ'-r:f  of i{aturl l ization Record) so: ' i :e of the men 'r,rho beeame
elt lzens at the same term of co',,rr i  v/ere: Hans Sund.eeno Sa*nrel
Langfordr"John Dunean, John J. Lee, thor l Iagen, Ferd"lnand Fen-
nerr  Knut  $t ronme,  and.  Chr l -s t  r \a . restad.  There v /ere f l f t : r -seven
a , :p l l can ts  fo r  cL t l zensh lp  a t  t h i s  t e rm o f  cou r t .

Some of  the peor : le  r ,uho were nelghbors of  the Johansonrs
ln the ploneer daSrs wele: Swen Loge, Swen Lunrle, *Taldemar
K lubbenr  Be tue l  He r lgs tad ,  01e  wes t l ey ,  Andrew Benson ,  ch r l s -
t lan * .arestad" ,  and Helge Larson.

The d.escendents of  IvTr .  and.  n{ rs .  Johnson are Br i ta  El lza-
beth(Hrs.  01of  Johnson of  f iannaford) ,  Nlekolaus (Nic  Johnston
o f  A n e t a ,  d e c e a s e d r r  C h r l s t i n e  Y / l l h e l n r l n a  ( M r s . 0 .  W .  $ a n d i n  o f  C o o p e r s -
tovrn)  r  Math l lda.Lalander  ( [ I rs .  Math i lda Johnson of  Cooperotown),
end.  Ida Loulse (Mrs.  . r i lber t  Johnsoh of  Hannaford) .  Besld.es
these there ar€ s j -x teen grandchi ldren.  The wr l ter  o f  th is  paper
is  one of  the gra l idchl ldren.

Mr.  and.  Mrsr .  Johnson are s t i l l  l lv lng on the homestead
v, ' l th  the l r  daughter  and.  sst - in- law,  MF.  and Mrs.  0 .  W. Sandln,
and are s t i l l  aet ive bu. t  thet r  years of  hard labor  are begj"n-
n lng  to  te l I  t he l : :  t a_ le .

Though many of  these ea.r ly  exper lences are forgot tenr  yet
on co ld wlnter  evenlngs when s l t t ing around the f l re  l .n  the l r
eozy farm horr te  the j " r  ta lk  of ten d. r l f ts  to  remin iscent  ta les of
p loneer  d.ays.



rn  the mat ter  o f  tne a: - , rp l i .eat lon of  Lars.Tohanson to be-
come a c l t lzen of  the Uni ted.  $ tates George Gul l lckson and.  Mat thew
Davld"son Ful r .g-severa l ly  sworn,  do deposd and.  s&l , r  each for  h im-
self , .that he *s viell aecluai-nted v'rith* the above named. L,b.rs Johan-
son thst he has reslded wittr i-n the l intts ancl und.er ther Juris-d lc t ion of  the uni ted-  s tates for  f lve years last  past ,  ana ror
gne .Y,ear last past wlthin th* Terrl tory of Dakotal an6: that dur-
i-t* ihe salne perlocl he has bsh*ved. hfurlelf  as 

". 
m*t of goorl moral

_eharacter ,  a t tachecl  to  the pr lnc i - ; ; les of  the const i tu t ion of  the
Unl ted Statese and wel l  d . isposed to the good.  order  anc l  happlness
Of the SieI I t€ .

Copled from page 44
Grlggs County

TERRTTORY OF DAKOTA
County of Griggs

Subscrlbod and. svror.n to
in  open  Cour t ,  t h l s  1b  day
of June 1887.
Slgned JOHN A. JOR{iENSIN

e le rk

TEItRITORY OF' DAKOTA
County of  Gr lggs

of  l$atur l l lzat lcn Reeord_ of  Second Fapers,

DIST}IICT COT]RT
June terrn, June 1bth, 1gB?

Slgned GEOI1GE GULLICKSON

$lgned" ${ATTIIEW DAVTDSON

DISTRICT COURT

_ . , I r  La rs  Johanson ,  do  sv ' I ea r ,  t ha t  I  w111  sup r ro r t  t he  Cons t i t u t l on
of  the unl - ted s tates of  Aver lca,  and that  r  d .o absolute ly
?"9 ent i re ly  Renounce and Abjure forever  a l l  A l leg lance and Ft -
de l l t y .  t o  eve ry  Fo re lgn  power ,  p r l nce ,  po ten ta te ,  s ta te  o r  sov -
erelgnty vrrhatever; ancl part leularly to the King of $weden.and
Norway'whoser  subject  I  was.  And fur ther ,  tb .at  I  never  have borne
any.heredl tary  t l - t ler  op been of  any of  the degrees of  Ncbl l l ty
of the country vhereof I have bei n a subJeet, ancl that I have re-
s lded wi th  n the unl ted s tates for  f ive years last  paste ant l  in
th ls  Terr i tory  f  or  . )ne year  last  past .

$ubscrlbed and svrorn to
ln  o+en Cour t ,  th ls  15th
day of  June,  1ts8?.
Slgned JOHN A. JORGEIdSI:N

CLTJRK

${.gned. tar:s Johanson



Transer la t lon of  , le t ter  wr t t ten b l '  Lars Johnson to h ls  bro-
ther ,  Jonas,  I lv lng ln  f f i lnnesoia.

Gallat ln, the 20 of Septenber, 1885

Dear Brother, Jonas,

I uarst, in brlef, send. you a fevr wonds so you may hear we
are a1lve and g l f ted s l th  heal th  up to  th ls  t lme.  0n1y
two year  o1d daughter ,  Kr ls t ine,  has poor  eyes.  I  have
trLed two of the d.octors tne have here br-:-t wlthout qny
persrs.nent he1p. If  she ls not helped we wil l  have fo go
to Mlnneapol ls .

I  p lanted last  spr lng
thls sunster. Besld.es
feet long and 16 feet
f iouse and lald shlnEle

about  9000 t rees,  A l l  have gxown
I  have bu" l l t  a  good log s table 42
wl-d.e " f b.ave even moved ny llv1ng

on the roof

r have both reaped. and thneshed.. r got 1560 bushels wh.eat
on ?2 aer6s,  bOO bushels  oats  on 10 acres and.  8b of  bar ley.
T[e have had. a d::y fal1 and nlce weather,

Let me hear what tbe. pnlees of f iorses d.o!- in there are now
and 1f you know of a good team for sale also l f  i t  can be
sold"  on t lme unt i l  spr lng.  I  am look ing for  wheat  to  go
r lp  ln  pr lce.  I  s t l1 l  have my oxen.  ! ry  large team of  ouen
welgh.ed., after I was through reaplng, 5?80 pound.s. The
largest of them ls the one I nalsed. down there.

I wl1i t" lso nentlon that a d.aughter was born to us last
June. IIer name ls Mathl lda.

and so a Lovlng greet lng to  you a l l . In haste of Jrour brother.

Lars Johanson

.i

t



Translat lon of  let ter  vrr l . t ten by Lars Johnson to hls brother,
Jonas, 1n Mlnnesota.

Grlggs the 27 Jul;; ,  1885

Loved- Brother ,

Thanks for  your  le t ter  o f  the zg instant .  r  see by your  le t ter
that  you are g l f ted wi th  1 l fe  and heal th  as usus. l - .  i , fust  a lso
ment icn that  we have a lso the same good-  ney/s  to  te l1  you,  on ly
ou"r infant d.aughter, Krist lna wllhelmlna, who vras born the L4"
of aprl l  has been i:oorly of 1ate, but just now sh.e ts sourevihat
i-rnproved. Durlng the f lrst of the suilrmer the vreather was so
dry that the grn.ss on the prai.r les began to v,r l ther -q,nd" dry.
The laet  d .ays of  June the weather  has been up to  l15or  so that
the crops in  many p laees look poor ly .  The f ie lds that  were put
ln  ear ly  are in  the best  cond- i t ic ' rp .  f  sowed about  l0  acres be-
fore the other  ne ighbors got  t t re j " rs  in .  Thls  looks l ike No.  1. .
The rest  o f  my c laop was sowed" soon af ter  so l t  looks as i f  that
vr i1 l  be good" tor : , .  L : ;s t  Saturd.ay lve hacl  such.a heavy ratn I
have never seen the l lke. r had a tub stand,lng outsid.e on the
f la t  pra l r le ,  Thls  f l l led ln  a foot  h igh.  Buf  the ground.  rqas
so drlr that the water soaked. lnto the ground in a short t i tre.
The 26 : ' .re had anoth:.er heavy shovrer. This f i l led the sloughs
a-nd l t  . {gnow d. i f f leu l t  to  make hay.  I  have Just  s tar ted. -hay-
in$.  Yecterday we hauled 10 loads.  I  have a h l rec l  ne.n so th lngs
are going fast. Yesterday Nle loaded a1l_ the hay and. "mama.rl
s tood ln  the s tack.  r  unpl tched the load r - rnd Jacob helned"
load. .  We had two teems,

Danle l  Er lckson eame up last  spr lng.  He took land near  the
:: lver, I t  has 12 acres of vrood. Another tnan had pre-empted
that land but had- left.  He has buil t  a house and. i-s l ivlnE
there wl th  h ls  w1fe.

My seeder  arr ived.  in  Hope last  March ln  good condi t j .on.  I
have broken 45 acres--ha1f  for  mysel f  and"  hal f  for  o thers.

I  n l r s t  c l ose  my  le t te r  v r l t h  dea r  g ree t l ngs  to  you  a l l .  I n
has te  o f  you r  b ro the r ,

Lars Johanson

P.  S.  I  w111 show you how ta l l  wheat  groy/s  ln  the west .



Translat lon of  le t ter  vr r i t ten by Lars Johnson to hLs bro-
ther ,  Jonas,  l iv ing in  l { lnnesota.

Gallat ln the 15 of Febmar.yr 1BS5

Dear Brother  Jonas,

Y'our writ ing of the It of last month, even th.e named of
l as t  su$mer ,  I  have  hea r t l l y  rece i ved .  I  s ta r ted  an  an -
swer to  the one f rom last  surnmer before Chr is tmas,  but  l t
was never  f ln fshecl .  We are a l l  wel l  a .ceord, i -ng to  e l rcum-
stances and.  are a l l  g i f ted.  vr l th  heal th  to  the present  t i -me.
We must say we have had a good summ.er and a dry fa1l, and
a n lee vr ln ter  even thcr . rgh i t  ls  co ld of f  and on.  There
is r:o much snoldr that we rust use sled.s. We had waEon roads
unt l ]_  Chr is tmas t ime.

We t rave ncw a l t 'eady got ten a sehool  house ancl  sct roo l  a
go lng .  B l l t a  and  N lcko las  have  gone  to  schoo l  a l l  w ln te r .
We have I t  mi les to  the schoolhouse whlch ls  s l tuated"  1n
the  va l l ey .  I t  l s  now two  yea rs  s lnce  I  t ook  the  s teps
necessa ry  to  have  a  schoo l  d l s t v ie i ;  o rgan ized .  Th l s  d id
not  mater la l lze bscause v ' rhen the srcet ing was held there
r ias a d. lsngreement  about  vrhere the school  should be p laced,
Those ln t lee Vall-ey vranted" l t  there and those of us on the
prair ie wanted it  j .n the center whieh was near my lancl.
But then ln the meanwhile the new school laws come lnto
effrc:t and ure hacl then no school h.ouse and. so nothlnE came
out so ' ,rhat we had d"one.

I have never mentioned to you that I had some trouble with
40 acres of  the land that  I  took as a t ree e la lm.  A Nor-
man that ] lved. ln thls s€l]ne sectlon mad.e knovrn to me and
others how he in tended to take h is  land af ter  I  hac l  se-
cured my paper ancl had al l  thlngs rlght r so he vrent and
Ewore to the effeet that he harj dug a well on thls named
for ty ,  and-  so got  h ls  papers.  Thls  named.  wel l  was only  a
hole that he had macle in taking out some plaster sand ln
h111 and. that there vrould. be a hole v'ras clear. I  then had
to get  two nren to  go l r i th  me to Vai leY Ci t : r  to  v ' r i tness to
that  e f feet .  I  had an a i torney.  Thls  wl tness proof  had
to be sent  to  t r 'ash lngton before I  got  a  sat ls factory an-
svrer and. that took a long t lme, but'shen lt  came lt was ln
my favor and he v,ras the loser. Dnrlng thls t lni6 he had
nroved. onto thls namecl forty' ,  brr i l t  a krouse, anrL stable, and
broken 16 acres,  In  order  that  I  d id  not  have to  go to
furthcr larr anrl.  get him to go I paid him g3 dollars €or the
house and.  breaking.  He t } .en so1d.  h1s for ty  aeres ancl  le f t
thls eomrrrunity. f  now thus have two farms. I lntend to
rnove th.ls named" house unto my homesteaEl. I  bought ?OOO
eot ton wood.  t rees last  fa} l  that  I  ln tend to  o lant  on my
t r e e  c l  a i m



#?,

I  rnrs t  say t  had a r l -ch harvest  last  fa l l .  We got  1560
bushels  whesr . t ,  25 on th le  acre.  Oats were about  4OOr but
the prices f.r.s you knorf s.re }c: i :r.  But luekl}y I got b.auleci
aut 3BO .bushels vghen lt  vras 60 cents and so I have about
4OO left to u.ff  .  'uriher.rt cost me a-t homd\frere 52 cents and
I  got  s  chance to se l l  for  48 and-  50 cents.

we pald" !$2.OO a day frori t ir+ tfune harvest started untl l
threshing vr*.s over, I  had" thls year a +grwe€lian boy from
lYesconslfi 'r,'ho vrorkecl for me anil earned ia;gO.OO from me un-
t i l  threshlng began.  l lsual . l .y  the crew, fo l lows the thresh-
ing ma.chine. -  C.  Aarestad got  betvrc* l  I  or  9O0 bushels
wheat ,  and I I .  Larson 600,  l f  I  remember correct l l / .

There ls a 1ot of eonplalnt about hard t imes and lt  is
perhaps hrrrd" for many. f for my part have not known of
any hard t inres s lnce vre came up here.  I t  seems to be
quite ccm.mon that people have had" too mrrch hope fol the
future so they hav6 invested too m.rch. I perhaps have
done so too; irut I  have worked- my l ' :nd" careful ly.

I have agAln bougtrt a nevJ sulky clovrr So I novr krave two.
* lso a new wagon vrh lch is  pa id"  for .  I  have to  pay
seconcl" lnstal lment next coming Sune on my blnder.

I nnrst ask you to send" me 2 or SOOO cutt lngs of the kind.s
o f  t rees  tha t  a re  bes t  A rowers .  Cu t  t hem so  they  a re
reac).y for plgnting. Th6y woulci have to be packed- in a
bo:r. You may not have t j-me to d.o i t  but you can_get some
one to do 1t :  Perhaps Pher  Nl lson vrho 1 lves in  12 could
under take to  d.o i t .  f  rsould.  pay what  i t  was wor th.

You must  greet  Pher  Nl lsonl  s  f rom us.  "A1so other  f r iend-s
f ron us,  r_rnd.  you are greeted f , rom us a l l .  Tn haste of
your brothert

Lars Johanson

Should. mentibn th*t fulcase trees i le sent
sen t  t o  Coopers to 'un ,  Gb iggs  Co . ,  Dako ta .
that the roacs (rr) have been unj-tr:d" but
l t  i s  t rue .

they must  be
I havc' heard.

I know not lf
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_ Anf no?rr to-v; l t :  At a Term of saj-d. court nor.,r b61ng heId at
cooperstorvn in  anc l  for  the corrnty  of  sr lE; l :s  in  sa i i .  ter i i tory ,
ppoT the foregoing oath and s. f f ic lav l ts ,  an*  upon fur ther  . r roo i
hav ing made by the croduct ion c f  eer t i i ; icate t t ra t  the sa j : -d  Lars
Johanson d ld before the Clerk of  the Di -s t r lc t  Cour t  o f  ye l lor . i
Me'd lc .ne county,  I l i innesota,  the same being a cour t  o f  Record,
havlng coannon lavr  Jur isd ic t lon,  r , : rke the rer :u is i ie  d.e;c larat ion
of  h is  in tent ion ' io  bccorne a Cl t : i . '  ' , :n  of  the Uni tec l  States,  and.
to  renounce a l l  o iher  . :L11egi j .ance as rer :u i rec i  by the laws of  ihe
Un i ted .  $ ta ies  "

1T r$ OHDEFiED BY t ' .ur cOu,qt, That the salci Lars Johanson
be, and. he is hereby ad.ml.tted to be, n crrrzEN 0F TIlx t i lTrTED
{ I ir n r1lTr (1
U f  n l l J .

By  the  Oour t ,

Slgnecl Y,iILLIAM H. Fj iAI{CfS

A t rue  Record . .  A t tes t :  
j u r j ge  '

$i,jnecl J0Hll A. J0II0ANSEN
clerk
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