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J a c k o b  K i t t e l s o n

T h e  n a l t e s  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r t s  r : a r e n t g  w e r e  1 , 1 r .  a " n d  l r r s .  l l e
K i t t e l s o n .  ? h e  n a n e  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r  i s  J e c k o b  K i t t e l _ s c n .

L { r .  K l t t e l scn  was  bo rn  , iTove ' rbe r  ? ,  1845 ,  t h ree  .n i1es  so r r t l :
o f  R r : sh f  o rd ,  " i n - ' l esc ta  i n  T11"no re  co r rn t v .  lTe  l e f t  i q l rneso ta
because  o f  h i s  pa ren ts .  T ie  wen t  w i th  h i s  pa ren ts  to  l l o r th  Da l l o ta .
and  i " : e  does  no t  know why  h l s  pa ren ts  cane  he re .

Sotne exper iences that  happene, i  i ryhen he cS' r te  f ro ' l  " . : innescta
v r i t l :  oxen .  I t  was  ve ry  co ld .  T . i : e1 '  s topped  a t  t re l l eg  C i t y  o? :e
week  then  ca r te  up  he re

l . r r .  K i t t e l son  ea : re  to  l l o r tn  Dako ta  i n  t he  vea r  o f  I e?9 .  ] 1e
took up 1a.nC east  o f  1 ' 'a : rna i 'c rd.  Af terwards he went  back to  l r f i ' rne-
so ta .  ' f hen  he  ca* : te  b , l ck  ano the r  nnan"  c la i ' r e , J  i t  anC he  had  to  q i r re
i t  up .  The  l oca t i -on  o f  t he  l and  wh i . c f r  he  to  - k  r . . 1p  w i r . s  i n  t r . en f te l r j
t o w n s h i p ,  I a n q e  5 )  ' ' 1 , r .  o r r .  K i t t e l s o n r s  f i r s t  h o r r g e  w a s  m a r i e  o f  s o d .
A t  f l r s t  t he l r  had  to  go  r ' v611  to  l l a11ey  O i t , "  f o r  o rov i s j . ons .  A f te r -
ward.s  l - r61n,3f  ord was b: ' r i l - t  anr j  the l '  eorr l r l  get  sore o*-  the i r  r ) ro-
v i  s l o n s  t h e r e .  S o y r e  o f  i - i s  n e a r  n e i g h k l a r s  w e r e  J a c t r o b  0 1 s o n ,  J .  n r .
F r e e r ,  a n d  l T e l  s  O s t l t r n d .

H is  eAr l y  ra r r i  mac l i ne ry  and  i ea rns  were  A . .nc !?e r  enc l  e ,  t ea 'n  o f
oxen .  A11  the  res t  o f  t he  work  was  done  bv  hanC. .  The  c rops  ra i sed
were  mos t l y  ha rd  whea t .  I r e  hac l  t en  a .c res  o f  i t .  I t  y i e lded  th i  t i r
o r r she ls  pe r  ac re .  The  i , ' ue l  t hey  haC was ' ros t l y  woor i  f r on  the  $he l . renne
f i . i ve r  and  a t  t i r es  the l '  cough t  coa l  i n  panne{ ' o rd , .

S o n e  e x n e r i  e n c e s  a n d  h a r d s h i n . s  w e r e :  O n e  w i n t e r  t h e v  h a d  a
sno r i s to r r  t ha t  l as ted  a  l ong  t i : ne .  The : r  had  ne i the r  coa l  o r  wccd
to  sucn ly  the ' i i  t h ro r rgh  the  s to r r .  ?hey  b r : rne , j  t h : : ee  c i : a i r s  t o  keeo
warm.  The r  ' n r .  Z ' t t t e l son  to l k  a  sac '<  anC wa lkeJ  to  , ' r anna f  o rc1 ,  hac l
i t  f i l l e d  w i t h  c o e l  a n d . h e  c a r r i e r i  i t  w a y  h o n e  i n  t h e  s n r w s t o r , ' . .
A n o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  w h e n  h e  v i s i t e d  J a c k o i :  O l s o n .  A  s n o w s t c r ' 4 .
begen .  I re  s ta r ted  fo r  hone  a .nC go t  l os t .  I { e  ca ' re  to  a  s t raw  s tac l r ,
he  wen t  f u i . t he r  oD ,  wa lked  and  wa lkec i ,  t i l l  he  reach ,ec i  t he  s t raw
p i l e  a g a i n .  T h i  s  h e  d i C  t h r e e  t i ' r n e s ,  t h e  f o u r t h  t i n e  h e  r e a c h e r L
Jackoo  01son .  He  s tayed  t l ' e re  the  re , s t  c f  t he  " r i gh t  and  wen t  hone
the  nex t  de5 ' .

A n o t h e r  t i , r i e  h e  w a s  a t  ' { .  ( a l v i k t s ,  o n e  o f  h ' i  s  n e i E h b o r s .  T h i s
t i : n e  i t  w a s  a  d a r k  n i . g h t .  l l e  s t e r t e d  f o r  h r n e  a n d  l o s t  h i  s  w a y .
A f te r  ] : e  had -u : ' ; a l kec l  a -1cng  t i ne  he  ca . ,1e  to  a  hays tae r r .  r i e re  he
s toppeC and  ho l l e re '1  and  i : ! s  w i f  e  ca ,1e  l s i t h  a  l an te rn  and  he  r r , ra l i r ed
i n  t i r e  d . i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i g h t .

I {e  ' r sed  to  ope ra te  a  senara t r : r  o f  a  th res .  i nq  r i s .  an r l  he  ha . r c l l v
even  s lea t  i n  a  ba rn  o r  ho r : se .  Sone t imes  he  r vou l . I .  s3 -eep  i n  a  s t rew
s tack  a "nC f i nd  h i ' r r se l f  cove reC r ' r i t h  an  i . nch  o f  snow the  nex t  mcrn ing .
Somet i ' nes  he  'wo l r l . d  s leep  i n  a  g rana ry  and  separa t r r .

! { e  was  na r r i ed  i n  18 !1 :  t o  ' i i s .q  O lson  e t  Coopers tcwn .
l r r .  K i t t e l son r  s  C -escendar t s  a . re  Edw i  n  Ta i  t t ' 1  eenn  , - I {a .nna fo r4  ,

} : i ,  Dak .  ,
I{a,nna f rrC

T h e
i d .  D a k .

J o h n  K i t t e ' l  s o n ,  0 o o p e r s t o w n ,  l i .  D a k . ,  a n d  E r i l  T { i t t e ]  g o n
,  S .  D a k .
p resen t  ho 'ne  o f  l r r ' J i t t e r  son  i  s  s i x  n i l es  eas t  o f  i { anna fc rd .

-:-Tngvald. H.oo*
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