Biography of Waldemar John Klubben
- -=Irvin Loge

John Askelson, Aneta, N. Dsk., Mrs. John Loge, Cooperstown, N. DAak.,
Mrs. Swen Haaland, Cooperstown, N. Dak., Bertha Klubben, Minneapolis,
Minn. Three girls died at a young age.

Mrs. Klubben died April 28, 1919, and was buried a t the Saron Free
~durch of which Mr. Klubben is a member. Most of his neighbors have
passed gway and new ones have taken their plsces. Martin A. Ueland,
end Lars Johnson are about the only ones left.
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The western coast of Norwey has many narrow fJords which have been
made by the worn down land sinking beneath the sea level. Near one of
these fJjords, this particular one called Nordf jord, near Bergen, lived
Elling and Sdnners Klubben. To this worthy couple were born four chil-,
Aren--Lars, Eva, Weldemore end Brita. Waldemore, of whom this story is
written, was born February 26, 1847. He was five years old when his
father died and nine when his mother dled, after which he went to live
with hie aunt. However, he began to make & living for himself at an
early age.

As thie part of Norway offers little in the line of agriculture
due to the uneven and rocky land, the chief occupation of the people
waeg fishing. After repeated attempts Waldemore found that he could not
stand the sea, as he always suffered from attacks of sea-sickness. This
made it necessary for him to find another way to make his living. He
went farther south where & railroad was being buillt from Stavanger to
Egersund, a distance of 50 miles, and here Mr. Klubben found work. Many
men were employed here as it was very slow and difficult work building

through the mountains.

On June 9, 1878 he was married to Marie Pernila Johansen and lived
et Hoiland station three years. While they were there, two children
were born to them, Elisa and Susanne.

Although very successful in rellroad work, winning confidence and
promotion, Mr. Klubben could see no future for himself in railroad work,
s0o he came to the conclusion he better seek his fortune in Americe, as
many of his friends were doing.

On April 10, 1881, he, together with about twenty neighbors, left
Norway for England .. where there waes a ship enroute for America. Granilte
Fells, Minnesota was to be their destination. Just as they were ready
to leave Norway, the children got the whooping cough, so the women and
children had to remain until the children had recovered, while the men
proceeded on the long and tiresome Journey. Things went falrly well
until they came near New Foundland when the propeller on the ship broke
and they were out on the ocean for four days before help came. Thie .
help was in the form of a stock ship which pulled them into 8t. John,
New Foundland. Many ships seemed to pass by but did not offer help.
They stayed at St. John 10 daye, and from there they went to New York;
“~en overland by railroad to Grenite Falls, Minnesota.

Arriving here they met friends and 0ld acquaintances and rested
about two weeks. They were again reunited with their families who
arrived from Norway shortly after the men, since the men had been delayed.
They left their families in Granite Falls, while they went to look for
a suiteble location, (the land around Grenite Falls being teken). Sup-
plying themselves with wagons, oxen, etc., they drove to Benson, Minne-
sota. Here they loaded their possessions on a wheat car and started out
for the Dakots Territory. When they reached Fargo, one of the oxen hed
died and they buried it here. This was not a very encouraging beginning
but nevertheless they went on to Valley City where they unloaded thelr
E;;sessions and were soon on their way in covered wagons bound for Devils
€.
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Coming as far as Sverdrup township on June 8, 1881, twelve miles south-
east from the present site of Cooperstown, they found a good deal of
land thet hed not been filed on. Tired of their long and tedious jour-
ney, they decided to settle here. They made a large colony. Some chose
to live by the Sheyenne River while others chose the level prairies.

v ving decided where to live, they went to Valley City to file on the
iand. The land Mr. Klubben took was in Secticn 26, Range 58, Sverdrup
township. The land was not surveyed until that summer.

Here the real pioneer life began. The first house which was of sod,
was built on the line between two quarter sections of land, the Klubben
family had one room and the Swen Loge family the other. On July 6, 1881,
they went to Valley City to get their families, who had remained in
‘Granite Falls for five weeks. Mr. Klubben and family lived in the sod
house for three years, when they built a log house. The logs for the
house were tsken from the Sheyenne River which was a 'mile away. .

Having been advised by neighbors not to break after June 1lst, five
acres weas all Klubben broke the first year. He had only one ox but the
neighbors let him use one of theirs. Hls grain was cleaned and seeded
by hand. Christian Lee had a reaper and he cut the grain for all who
did not have any other way. R. C. Cooper had a threshing machine and
threshed all the grain around there. Mr. Klubben remembers that one year
he did not have his grain threshed till 14 days before Christmas. Wheat
was the meln crop which yielded from 20 to 25 bushels to the acre. They
also raised a little oats.

Thelr nearest town was Valley City, which was thirty miles away.
They would make a trip in the fall and bring back enough provisions for
the whole winter. It took three days to make the round trip with oxen.
Usually two or three would go and bring back provisions for themselves
and the rest. Some of the company would walk to Valley City to get the
mail for all of them.

Mr. Klubben's nearest neighbors were Swen Loge, Martin Ueland,
Betual, Carl and Lars Herigstad, Swen Lunde, Ola Westley, Ola Stokka,
Tobias Thime and Andrew Watne.

Hardly a year went by fiunless preairie fires visited them either in
the spring or fall of the year and sometimes both in the fall and spring.

_ Large bands of Indians moved across the country. Although they -
never molested them, the pioneers alweys lived in dread of them; espe-
cially the women who were left at home when the men were obliged to leave
es they did in the fall, when they went to Valley City to help thresh,
thereby earning a little money to help supply their needs.

The winters were very severe with lots of snow and terrible blizzards.
The summers were subjected to rain storms. Often during one of these
rain storms the people, while in their houses, had to use - . umbrellas
to protect themselves from the rain. Usually after a rain everything
hed to be taken out and dried.
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The fuel used was only wood which was brought from the Sheyenne
River.

These were hard times indeed, but the people were young and full
~f hope for the future. Things were gradually getting better. 1In 1883
- railroed was bullt to Cooperstown, and oxen were replaced with horses,
and more necessary machinery was bought. :

Mr. Klubben has been a hard worker and is yet able to be around
and do quite a few things. Lately, however, he hes been failing, so his
long life of usefulness may soon be &t an end.

Mrs. Klubben died April 28, 1919 and was buried at the Saron Free
Church of which Klubben 1s a member.

Most of his first nelghbors have passed away and new ones have
moved in. Martin Ueland and Lars Johnson are about the only ones left.
Andrew Weatne has returned to Norway.

Mr. Klubben is still living on the old homestead with his oldest
son, Edward. Albert, the youngest son, 1s living about one-half mile
from the old place, has the other half of the farm.

The names of his descendents are: Albert and Edward Klubben, Mrs.
Swen Haaland, Mrs. John Loge and Mrs. John Askelson, all of Cooperstown
and Bertha Klubben of Minneapolis, besldes three daughters who are dead.
He has eighteen grandchildren of which the writer 1s one.
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The ploneer's perents nesmes were Elling and Soneve Klubben. His
father died when he was five years old and his mother died when he was
nine years old. He stayed at his Aunt's until he was able to support
himself. The name of the pioneer is Wgldemar John Klubben. He was
born in 1847, February 26. He was born in Nordfjsard, near Bergen,
“arway. Bergen was the closest town, but there was a store closer than
vorgen where they went for thelr provisions.

He left Norway becsuse fishing was the maln undustry end when he
went out on the ocean he became sick. So he thought he would work on
the reilroad for quite a while but as this was such hard work and other
work being hard to get he decided to leave for America with a number of
others.

They tried to get land in lMinnesots but there was not very much
there and they heard that there was quite a bit in North Dskota so they
came here.

They left Norway April 10, 1881. When they were ready to leave the
children got the whooping cough so the women folks had to wait, but the
men went. They had to go to England to get on the ship that went to
America. They planned on going to New York but after they had been out
on the ocean g few days the propeller broke and a stock ship pulled them
into 8t. Johns, Newfoundland. They had to stay there ten days while
the shlip was being repaired. Then they went to New York. They stayed
there for a while and then they took the tresin to Granite Falls,
Minnesotae. They stayed at Christien Asrestzsd's. The men had so much
trouble that the women folks came to Grasnite Fslls about the same time
as the men. They all stayed at Christian Asrestad's. The men stayed
two weeks at Christisn Aarested's. While there they bought oxen and
covered wagons. The women folks stayed five weeks in Grznite Falls
while the men went before so they could bulld houses before the women
folks came. The men took the train to Fargo snd drove up the rest of
the wegy. While in Fargo one of the oxen put i1ts head in the door and
killed itself so they hed to borrow one from one of the men that hed
three. The women folks left Granite Fells the fourth of July. They took
the train to Valley City where they were met by the men in covered
wagons. They reached their homes the ninth of July. Klubben came to
North Dskots June 12, 1881.

; They had planned on going to Devils Lske, but they had been south
i “Valley City looking for land, they did not find any that they liked
50 'they started to go on their way to Devils Leke, and on the way they
saw 211 this lend. They thought it looked good and they were tired
from their long Jjourney so they stopped here. He took up the land in
Sverdrup township in Range 58, and Section 26.

Their first house was & sod shanty which Klubben snd Swen Loge
built together on the line between their farms. They lived in it for
three yeers and then they built 2 log house. They had s sod barn.

" They went to Valley City for their provisions. They went in the
fall and would bring enough for the winter. Usually two of them would
go and they would bring for all the neighbors. It took three days to
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g0 and come back. lMany times they walked to Valley City for their mail.
Klubben's nesrest neighbors were Swen Loge, Martin Uelend, and Betuel
Herigstad.

Klubben hed a plough and one oxen. He had to borrow one oxen from
The nelghbors. He had to sow the the grain by hsnd and clean the grain
~y hend in winter. Christian Lee had a reaper and he cut s11 the grain
that there was around there but they had to tie it by hand. R. G.
Cooper had s threshing machine and he threshed all the grain around.
Klubben had his grsin threshed fourteen deys before Christmss. The
only crops they raised were whest and osts. They aversged from 20 to
25 bushels to the acre.

The only fuel they had was wood they had to chop themselves. They
got 1t from the Sheyenne River.

There were snow drifts higher than the bsrn sometimes. They had
to go through a trsp door in the roof of the bern and they had to dig
tunnels. There was sure to be a fire either in the spring or fall.
Once the house just sbout burned the fire was sgo close. In the summer
time when 1t rained they had to sit with an umbrells over their heads
and efter the rsin was over they had to take everything out and dry.
In the fall the men went down to Velley City and worked during thresh-
ing so as to earn some money to buy provisions for the winter.

One thing they will never forget was all the mosquitoes. There
Were so many mosduitoes, and they could get into the house becsuse there
were no windows or doors or floors, so they built a smudge right on the
fleor.

Mr. Klubben was married to Maris Pernils Johnson, June 9, 1878, in
Stavanger, Norway. Mrs. Klubben died April 28, 1919. His descendants
are Mrs.John Askelson, Aneta, N. Dek., Mrs. John Loge, Cooperstown, N.
Dek., Mrs. Swen Holland, Cooperstown, N. Dsgk., Berths Klubben, Minn-
eapolis, Minnesota, Mr. Edward Klubben, Cooperstown, N. Dsk., lir. Albert
Klubben, Cooperstown, N. Dsk., and Inga, Keren, and Margaret Klubben
are decegsed.

Klubben now lives on the old homestead with his eldest son, Edwgrd
Klubben.
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Waldemar John Xlubben

The pioneer's parents names were TElling and Soneve ¥lubben. Fig
father died when he was five vears 0ld and his mother died when he
was nine years 0ld. He stayved at hies Aunt's until he was able to
support himself. The name of the pioOneer is Taldemar John ¥lubben.
He was born in 1847, February 26.. He was born. in Nordfjaard, near
Bergen, Norway. Bergen was the closest town, but there was & store
closer than Bergen where theyv went for tuv1r provisions.

Fe left Norway because fishing wes the main industry and when he
went out on the ocean he became sick. .So he thought r would work
on the railroad for guite a while but as this was such hard work and
other work being hard to get he decided to leave for America with
a number of others.

They tried to get land in Minnesota but there was not very much
there and they heard that there was guite a bit in North Dakota so
they came here. ?

They left Norway April 10, 1881. .When they were ready to leave
the children got the whooping cough so the women folks had to wait,
but the men went. Thev had to go to England to get on the ship that
went to America. They planned on going to New York but after they
had been out on the ocean a few davs the vropeller broke and a stock
ship pulled them into St. Johns, Newfoundland. They had to stay there
ten days while the ship was beine repaired. Then they went to New
York. They staved there for a while and then they took the train to
Granite Falls, Minnesota. They stayed at Christian Aare=tad's. The
men had so much trouble that the women folks came to Granite Falls
about the same time as the men. They all stayed at Christian Asrestad's.
The men stayed two we~ks at Christian Aarestad's. While there they
bought oxen and covered wagons. The women folke stayed five wedr g
in Granlt Falls while the men went before so thev could build hom:,un
before the women folks came. The men took the train to Fargo and
drove up the rest of the way. While in Fasrzo one of the oxen nut its
head in the door and killed itself so thev had to borrow one from one
of the men that had three. The women folke laft Granite Falls the
fourth of July. They took the train to VClle City where they were
met Dy the men in covered wagons. They reached their homes the ninth
of July. X¥lubben came to North Dakota June B S e

They had planned on going to Devils Lake, but they had been south
of Valley City looking for land, they did not find eny that they liked
so they started to go on their Jnv to Devils Leke, and on the way they
saw all this land. They thought it looked good and they were tired
from their long Journey so tkay stopped here. He took up the land in
Sverdrup +ownqk1w in Range 58, and section 28.

Their first house was = aod shenty which Xlubben and Swen Loge
built together on the line between their farms. They lived in it for
three years and then theyv built a log house. Thev had & sod barn.

They went to Valley 0ity for their provisions. Thev went in
the fall znd would brln@ enough for the winter. Usnally two of them
would go and thev would brlpg for 211 the neighbors. It took three
davs to go and come back. Many times they walked to Vallev ity for
their mail. T¥lubben's nearest neighbors/were Swen Loge, Yartin Ueland,
and Betuel Herigstad. ¥lubben had a plough and one anu. He had 1o

31




SIS e Mfmm FTOTRAPHY

%ﬁéem J@ifia Xh’&kbﬂﬁ 4? %A«vv QM

—b;*ﬂTht pianmetﬁa pare&&s names wexe mlliag anﬁ %&awwﬂ Kla@ben, His

father died when he was five years old snd hig mother died when he ."(
was nite vears onld. He stayed st hie Aunt's until he was eble to
gupnort bimself. - The nawe of the plonger ls Waldemsr John Elubhan‘

- He was born in 1847, February 26, We wds boram in Nordfjasrd, nesr

Bergen, lorway. Dergen was the clogest town, but there was a store
closer tham Pergen where they went for their provisions. .

ATHe left Norway because fishing was the wain industry and when he
went out on the ocesn he became gick, 55 he thought he would work

" on the railroad for,guite a whils but as this was auch hard work and
{gther werk beinz h&Q to pet he &eaid@ﬂ to l&avs far Amerias with a

_qguaber afphthers.
“"They tried to ges lanﬂ in Minnesata put there was not va:y muoh therc

and they hsard th&t ther@ wag quite 2 bit in Horth Dakote aa vhay ocsue -

e,
4%§ey left Norway &yrii 10 1881, %hen they were ready to laavc the

- ohildren got the whooping aengh go the women folke had t0 walt, but _
the men wént, They hsd 40 so to Fngland to get on the ship that went

to America. They planned on going to New York but after they hsd been

out on the ocean a few days the propeller broke’ and 2 stock ship pulled 3

them into 2%, Johns, Wewfoundland, They had to stay thuere ten days
while the ship wat belng repaired. Then they went to New York. They

"~ gtayed there for a while and then they took the train to CGranite ralln, .ﬁ

yinnesotz. They stayed at Christian Asrestadts. The men hed so wmuch
trouble that the women folks cume to Oranite ¥slls about the same’ time
a8 the meén., They all stayed st Ohristian Aarestad's. The men gtayed

two weeks st Chrigtian Asrestad's. While there they. bought oxen and =

covered wagons, The women folks atayed five weets in Oranite FPslle
while the men went before so they ocould build houses before the wo@en
folks came, The men took the train to Fargo and drove up the rest of
the wey. smile in Pargo one of the oxen put ite head in the door and
killed itself so they had to borrow one from one of the men that had
three. The women folkse left Oranlte Falls the fourth of July. They

"toek the train,to Valley Olty where they were wet by 'the men in govered -

wagons. iat%aohed their homes ‘the ninth of July. Kluabsn caae to
rth Dekota’ June 13, 1881.
hey had pleanned on going to Bevile fiake, but they had b&an avu@h of
'Velley City looking for. land, they did not find aay that they liked .
80 the utaxtﬁﬂ to go on their way to Devils Leke, and on the way they
_gaw all this lsnd., They thougzht 1t looked good =nd they wers tired
from their long journey so they gtopped here, e foek up the land in

ﬂ.ﬂggexﬁrup tatnshig in Range 58, snd 3eeiion 28,

eir first house was = sod shsnty which Klubben #nd Sweh Lega built

together on the line between their farme. They lived ila iU for three
d(years snd then they built 2 log houge, They had & go0d bern,

They went to Velley City for thair provisions. Théy went in the fall
and would bring enough, for the winter, Usually two of them would go
and they would bring for zll the neighbors. It “took three days to) 20
and come back. Uany times they walked to Valley City for their mail,
Klubben's nesrest nezgnboxa were Swen Loge, Martin Ueland, and Detuel

ﬂatrigstsa.. e
ﬁ%hea had 8_ pleugb snd’ one oxen. e had to bﬁrr@w,anen@xen frod e
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. “”Klubban now lives on the eld unmestca&-with his eléo:t gon, Edward

:«'ﬁﬁe!em Jahn ﬁmbb&n (wmmm)

'-\ﬂsighhﬁr$ﬁ ,EB haé to sow the graim by hanﬁ and eiean tha gra&a @y A
“hand ik winter, Ohristian Lee had a resper snd he cut all t&a gratn S
- that there was around there but they had to tie it by hand el
- Cooper had a threshing machine and he threshed a1l the grain gmwunﬁ‘
¥lubbén had his.grain threshed fourteen dsys before Ghristmas. The
only. erkbe they raised were wheat -and osata. They avmrageﬁ zram»ge ta
1T25 bughels to the mecre.
The only fuel they had wes wood they ha& to choo thambalvea. ;?h@y e
4rge% it from the Sheyerne-River. g e |
‘There were snow drifte higher than the Yarn sometimes, They hed to = -
- go through s trap door in the roof of the barn and th@y haé to d&g Foy
tunnels.  There was 'sure to be a fire either in the spring or fal , g
_ Onee the house Just about butned the fire wae eo close., In the summer
. time when it rained they had to sit with an usbrells over thelr hesds
‘#nd after the rsin wes over they hed to take everything out and dry.
In the fall_the men went down to Valley City end worked during thresh» o
ng so ss Lo earn some money to buy provigidne for the winter, G
“One thing they will never forget wae zll the mosquitoes.  There were Sk
80 many mqequitoes, and they could get into the house becsuse there
wgre go windows or doors gr floors, =0 they hullt 3 smadge right on .
the flgor. :
*T'¥r¢ Xlubben was married zo xaria Pernila Johngon, June 9 1878, in )
' 3tavanger, Norway, Mrs, Klubben died April 28, 1919, SRt igalin
“His descendants are Jre, John Askelgon, Anets, W. Dak., ¥rs. Jcmn P, SR
- Loge, Oooperstown, N. Dak., ¥rs. Swen Holland, Cooperstown, I. Dak., :
~ Bertha ¥lubben, Minneaspolis, ¥innesots, Mr. ¥dward Xlubben, Coopers-
. kown, ¥. Dak., Kr., Albert Kiubheu, acaptratawn, N, Dak,, snd Ingagi
Karen, and Margaret Klubben are deceased,
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