1530 Twelfth Strebt North
Fargo, North Dakota

November 24, 1980

I ar sending the inforration wnien was
compiléd by a Mr. Ottoe Oe Uhlhorn, Research Assistant,
for a historical data projcet. I kmow that you are
intercstod inm th. pioneers of Griggs County and that
you would wish to have this information about Gilbert Lec

and ais parents who care to Griggs County in April 1881,

To the best of my knowledge fhe factual information

is correet, and has been gathered from sueh sourees as found

written in the family Bible.

I should be pleased to have you visit me when

you come to Farge; my home is nesr the Agriculture College.

With every best wish, I am,

Very sircerely yours,

¥rs. Gilbert C. Lee




GILBERT C. LEE
BORN=-~-Qctober 14, 1871 =- died, February 16, 1945.

Gilbert C. Lee, son of Christian Lia (Lee) and his wife
Torine Olsdatter, was born on a farn two miles west of Fount-

ain, Fiilmare County, Minnesota, Oetober 14, 1871l. He was the

oldest of three e¢hildren. All eame to the Dakota territory

at the same time, His sisters Lena Lia Soma, second wife of
Jorgen Soma, Hanna Lia Berg of Fargo, and Christine Lig preg=
eded Gilbert C. Lee in death. Lena and Christine are buried

in Griggs County.

On January 9, 1902, Gilbert C. Lee married Miss Clara
Josephine Hemness, in the Courthouse in Minneapolis, Winnesotae

Judge Harris performed the eeremony. Their attendants were

Lewis Hemness, a brother of the bride, and Miss Adelaide
Du Prey.

Six ehildren were born to theme Three sons ang
three daughters. Sidney J. at the tire of this writing, 1950,

dean of Bismarek Junior College; Adelaide Gladys, Mrs. F. 0.
Mitehell, of Lima, Montana; Florence Josephine, deceased;

Lillien Aliee, Mrs. Donald Herzog, of Diekinson, I, Dake ;

Robert G., Farge; ang Douglas He, Fargo, North Dakota,

Christian Lia, father of Gilbert C.

Lee, was born
in Ringerige, Norway, April 11, 365}

s and he and his wife care

to the United States 27 of June, 1867, and settled in Fillmore

County, Wimnesots. On this far~ Gilbert C. and his three

i sisters were born. Christian Lig (the name was S0 spelled in

Norwegian but after coming to the United States Chrigtign

shanged the spelling of his surname fro~ Lia to Lee)y inereaseq
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his tillable aecres year by year, but during the latter half of

the "seventies" his erops were destroyed by rust for a number

of years in succession. These losses induced him to seek his

fortune in the Dakota Territory.

Toward the middle of April 1881, exact date is not

known, Christien Leetook his wife and children in a lumber

Wwagon dravn by a team of horses to Fountain where they boarded

& train for Valley City, Dakota Territoery, via St. Paul, Vinneg=
ota, and Fargo, Dakots Territory. Mrs. Lee and echildren stayed
in 8t. Paul ove night. Here the car vherein there were other
emigrants was switohed to a freight train of the Northern Pag-
ifie Railroad and proceded to Fargo. Here the train "tied up"

for the nighte The following morning their train Proeeded very

slowly to Valley City Besause of the soft roadbed. The country

west of the Northern Pagifie depot was flooded and people rowed

around in wagon boxes. After several hours they reached Valley

City where Vrs. Lee and three other enigrant families renteq

a house and stayd for three weks., Christien Lee then left hisg

farm in Minnesota ang loaded his personal effects into an

emigrant car ang followed his faily to the D.kotg Territory

arriving at Valley Cith three days later,

Soon after his arrival at Valley City Christisn Lee

began looking for suitable location.

There were:- no settlersg
15 miles beyond Valley City,

and on May 3, 1881, he 8quatted on

a elaim aboyut 3% directly soutp °f where Cooperstom ig now

located.




Gilbert Ce Lee=--page 3

The day after he arrivéd at his elaim, he broke

preirie to get sod for his sod house. The house was 18x18
feet, one room, one story high with a shingle roof. It had one

window and one door, hung on hinges and fastened with a loek.

3
The waggl were of sod three feet thieck at the bottom and taper=

ing to less than half that thickness at the tope The ingide of

the wall was perpendieular but slpped inward on the outside.

The eaves exterded beyond the outside of the wall so that water
running off the roof would not soak and rot the sode The sod
was leid lengthwise and crosswise in altermate tiers so as to
bind the seds When the building was completed the wall was eut
smooth on the inside and white-washed. This coating of lime

prevented the wall from erumbling and gave it an appesrance of

being plastered.

The furnishings consisted of a Grandfather's elock,
a four-hold iron eookstove with oven, two beds == one gmgll

enough and low enough so that it could be shoved underneath

the other beds A table whieh was fastened to the wall with

hinges and with two legs on the other side was also part of the

original furniture. After meals the tzble was raisegq up against

the wall where it was securé with a buttom. In thig vay, and

by shoving one bed undeneath the other there was more roo~ in

the house. Benches served as ehairse. All the furniture wag

home-made afﬁluhbnglbought in Valley City, where the lumber and

shingles for the roof were bought also. Vater vas seeured from

slough which hag ber filled by melting
runoff water from spring raing,

& near=by :
SNows and

Howeve, this water beeare
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stegnant and Mr. Lee dug a well striking a vein at 14 feet below
the surfaee whieh furnished an ample supply of water for yearse

Mre Lee had located the vein with the aid of a willow wand.

Supplies were brought in stores in Valley City,

Sandborn, and later in Cooperstown.

Mrs. Lee Spun yarn on a spinning whek brought from
Norway, from wool brought fro~ Minnesota. She kmitted stook-
ings and mittens for thefamily as well as making all their
elothes at home, Christien A. Lee was one of the promoters
for organizing the sehool in his neighborhood whieh was held
in the homes of thesettlers as early as 1882. The first
minister was a missionary named Lundby. He was paid by the

\eonferenee. At first serviees were held inm the homes of the
setilers, later in the schoolhouses, and in 1890 the Union
Congregation, whieh VMr. Lee had helped organize in 1887, built

a church on land donated by Alvin Fesberge In 1903 a basement
was added and the building is still used for worship., 1rg,.

Christian Lee, who died in 14 January, 1903, and Christign

Ae Lee, who died July 1922, are burded in Union Cemetery.

Mre Gilbert C. Lee lived with his parents and workegq

on his father's far- until he was 20 years old. Then he went

to VMinnesota where he worked two years on a far~ east of Yoor

Then he returned to his father's far~ where he worked
two years more. He ney bought a farm, it being the east % of

the west 3 seetion 1, Ball Hill Township, eomprising all of

that traet or parcel of land of the west % of seetion 1 lying

east of the Nerthern Pagifie Railroad company's right of way,

being 130 aeres. The purchase was on g eTop payment contraet,
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Mre Lee was to dbiver one-half of the erop each year. This was
to be apolied on the gontract after the interest had been paide
The remainder was to be applied on the primcipal. Purchase price
was $10.00 per eare and interest was 10%s No cash payment.

He ereeted buildings on it and made it his ho-e. It was here
thet his ehildren wereborn. He sold the land in 1916. wWhile
farming Vre. Leehad & half interest in a threshing rig, the
earnings of whieh augmented the farm ingo-e. Upon his marriage
he was given the quarter section of land whieh adjoined the

land he had purchased; bhis land was the homestead of his father's.
At intervals he also rented additional land. He sold his holdings

in Griggs County in 191s.

Mre Gilbert C. Lee was activein his township and
local sehool affairs. He was road boss, assessor, and

supervisor at various ti%? is Ball Hill Towsship. He was slso
a member of the Ball Hill Towvnship school board. The rural

teacher often roomed and boarded at the Gilbert lLee farm homes

He helped organize the Farmers' Elefator in Shppherd, I, Dak.,

and the farmers' telephone line, buying shares of stoek in

both ventures. He and his father were lovers of trees, and

they planted large groves of boxelders, ash, cottonwoods, and

experimented with eherry, apple, and elm trees. After his

marriage, Gilbert C. Lee built a large eight-room house on his

farm, and later built a large hip-roofed barn. He took pride

in his Belgian herses.

He was appointed Deputy Sheriff o

f Griggs County by
Shefiffr Claus Jackson; a job whieh he hd#ld for séveral years.
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As Bailiff his first assign—ent was to guard prisoners in the

County jaile His speeial assigneewas a William Kerber, vho has
held on a charge of murdering his hired man. Kerber was tried
before a jury and aequitted. Anothe prisoner was Vergo, wWho was
suspeeted of having murderd his first wife and then ran afoul of
the statute governing domestie relations. Vergo was tried and
acquitteds In 1910 Mr. Lce was elcetod Sheriff of Griggs County
and re-eleeted in 1912. WMr., Lie was also a eandidate for the
logislature from Griggs=-Stedke County; a demoerat im polities,
he was defeated fro the lcgislature by a small margin.

¥#s andMrs. Gilbert Loc took active interest in lodge work,

and he was aetive in the 0dd Fellows, Yoeman, and thc Sors-of=-
Norwaye They Wwere members of the "Jolly-Twenties" and other
social activitics, both in the Ball Hill Township and Cooperstown
eom unitiess Although ¥re. Lee had little formal cduestion,

ho was selfeedueated in law and literature, espeeially in the
elassical literature of Norway. He was often edklled upon

to give deelamations in the Norwegian language, for programse
Mre Lee was interested in fostering sueh movements as the Griggs
County Old Settlers' yearly pienies and selcbration, the Griges
County Fair assoeiation. Although he helped organize the
Nénpartisan Leagus in North Dakota, and deeclined an cndorse-cnt
for the 1liegislsture by the League on the Republiean ticket, he
broke with then over what he thought was their radieal policies,
and later helped organize the opposition movemcnt, known asg

the IeVede (Independent Vg ers Assoeciation) e Vr. Lee always

remained a demoerat at heart, and was

a warm admirer of sugh
deroerats as Villiem Jennings Bryan. 2
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The first school Yr. Gilbert Ce. Lce attended was a two

month's term, held in thc hom: of Andrew Bensen, Ball Hill
Township, in 1883. The teacher was Nate Siften. His salary was
$60.00 paid from Cooperstown. The pupils were Gilbert, Hannsh,
and Christine Lee; John, Bertha, and Sophis Bonson; 'lling Froiland;
Dora, and Bellc Johnson, and Axel Bull.

The seholars furnishcd thir books which were the Appleton
Seriese Gilbert Lee ecompleted the Fourth Reader. He attended
school in four different distriets, Ball Hill, Greenland (mew the
Wesloy School) , Gallatin, and Langford Sehools. The first sehoo 1
house tuilt in Ball Hill Township was moved 10 or 15 rods farther
north from the original sitee It was built in 1883. The lurmber

for the building was bought in Cooperstown.

Fritjos Greenland, a theologiesl studet, taught the
children religion in the Nerwegian languagee. Sehool was held in
the homes of settlrs as carly as 1882.

There were three post offices inm the vieinity, all .xtinet
now, viz-==Clair (Mr. Sinelair, fath r of the ex-comgressman
Sinelair, postmaster); Gallatin Pest Offie< ( John Atehingon,
postmaster) ; Mardel post office, a little village which had sprung

up on the banks of the Shoyenne cast of Cooperstown. ¥r. Vardel
anticipated that the Northern Pacifie would:;build a line elose to
war. th village was located and he wanted to be there on time,

There was a hardwarc store, and a genersl store in the town of

Mardcl, Anton ngen, proprietor. Mr. Frost had the hotel. After
about a year, the village was abandoneds
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The first birth in Ball Hill Towsship was Ingvold
Greenlend, born Oetober or November, 188l. He dicd im 1935,

Fathor's name was Fritjof Greenland, and mothe r's namc was Nallid
Greenlande The first marriage was in 1886.

Gilbert Johnson, who @ied of tuberculosis, was the
first white p rsonm to die in Ball Hill Townshipe. He dicd in
1883 and was buri.d on the Iver Hanson farm. Gilbert Lee's father,
Christisn Lee, and Mathias Fjelstad made thc coffin for Gilbert
Johnson in ¥r. Lee's house. Lumber and paint for the samc were
bought in Cooperstown. Gilbert remembers that the sm 1l of the
paint was very offensive to hi~ and he felt quite sigk fro~ its

effectse

There was a bascball nin: ecomposd of young men from the

farms in the vieinity. Ia this group were Jinm, Andrew, Fred, and
Bill Sinelaire This ta~ hold th State Champienship in 1893.

Most of the pleyers wore from Ball Hill Township.

The first nowspapr was the Griggs County Courier, Cooper=

stown. It was founded in 1883 by a YMr. Ada~s and sold to

Mr. Perey Trubshaw of Vallecy City after throe years (not sure of
dete)e The subseription pricc was 5le50 pe year. The Griggs
County Sentinal was founded as an opposition paper and the

subseription price was the sa~- as for th eourir.

Gilbeet Ce Lee and farily eare to FParge in the fall

of 1938 after selling his fer~ in Barncs County nasar th: town

of Dazeye Bheir home in fargo is at 1530 Twelfth Stroet North.
Gilbert Lee disd Feb.16, 1945, and is buried at Riverside Ce ce

= Otto Oe Uhlhorn
tery, Fargo, Ne Dake Rescaren Assistant

Histerieal Data Projest




Gilvert C Lee

By O.D.Purinton,Clerk and Historian ¢f nld Settlers Association
Cilbert C.Les,Son of Christian A. and Thorire Lee , was bornOct l4th 1871
wes-bern at Filmore Co. Minn. In 1881 he came with his parents to
Griggs County, arriving May 3rd., walking most of the wap from Valley City
to where his parents settled in Bald Hill township, fifteen miles froi the
nearest neighbor on the south,

In Jan.9th 1902 he married Miss Clara Hemness

In 1909 he was elected sheriff.



