.\ EARLY DAYS IN SVERDRUP TOWNSIIP

i SVEN LUNDE

Sven Iunde was born in Gjesdal Norwaey near the city of Stavanger
August 26, 1838. B

0 nthe way to America the propellor on the steamer broke and t'e‘
Shgp was towed to the harbor of Ste Johns by a cattla ship. The journey
took them three weeks. They came to North Dakota June I0, I8SI coming by
oxen from Valley City and filed on the northwest qnmntwr of Section 22
township I45 and range 58.

He built a ldg house about‘24' by I48 with a bark roof and sod on
tope. They had no rlé;r and Jjust one ‘room, The stove was set‘up'outside a
big oak tree wherw»pooking was dopé.

When tnpy want to town rar pﬂovtsions they had to go to Valley
City which vas; beut forty miles dhd it took them two days each way.

P
The/'irbtxw¢nter the 3ugg1y gave out towards spring ana the ramllj

yas on the ﬁ/;gu or starvationz Shnvws and bran were procured rrqm the
Cooper rana. Thié was cookeq/into mush which kept the fenily alive until
they ¢tould reach market for suppli@s.Ona of the boys which was big anongh
to understand the situation @éde this remark one day"” This mush is fitting
for the occasion being thayfit takes little to satisfy our need.”

On this occasion wﬁ;n Mr. Lunde went to Valley City for provisions
the river was flcoded and 1% had to be croesed two times before you could
raqah the city, He hired a boat to take him scross the Sibley crossing. He
alsa had to hire a team and leave his own on this side of the river, Before
he returned the children came t@ their mother and begged for fdod but she
heartbroken had to tell them the sad fact that the pantry was empty and )
there was nothing to be had, But he returned the same day with providianqt

Some of their neighbors were Ehristian Aarestad, John %Qig::
Davidson and Alexander Chalmers,



BARLY DAYS IN SVERDRUP TOWHSHIP
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SVEN LUNUE

Three or four of the neighbors had & yoke of oxen together and @
wagon and they bought a bmakm plow . The Mm:s of the machinery was
borrowed to put in the first crop of four acres, The droughr cut dowm
t e yiel® of rrein to cbout I0 bushels th the aere on small grein,
thelr only orops. :

The enly fuel they used was wood, it was gotten from the timber
along the Sheyenne River. Uften the Indions would come in thelr canoes t
dowm the Sheyenne; on the other occaslons they would come by horsev and
wacons, end piteh their tents under the trees in the nedishborhood,"HEY
ofter came around the farmyerd smcking for supplies for their femilies _n"‘"
an@ hay for the horses,

iny gun report heard in the d&a‘banaa wmm seare the settlers
thinking it was the Indians coming upon them,

My, lunde dug @ hole in the ground which wes used as a furnace
to burn limesstone into limeyend this fire hed to be kept burning day
and night. Une of Mr, Lunde's boys wes tending the fire one night
end he heard s bong end somsthing splashed into the water, Frightensd,
he plcked up his lentern and ren to the house, After a while he
plueked up courage and heering nothing more he retupned to the lime- 3
xiln.In the morning the family acreed that 1t must have been the emeﬁ:*
ing of the burning limestone end a rmskrat plaing in the rivers For
y_are it was an ennual event to see a prairie fire come over the bluf
One yearv we hed not made a fire break on the bluff, The fire was on
the bluffs, so one of the boys set fire to the nearby prairie as a .

back«fire, Ve manoced to put out the fire whiech had caught in the
 rubbish under the grenary,and thereby saved the grenary.
Sven Lunde wes nerried in Norwoy to Justina Vestley in 1868,



FEPT et S
Boé-n %o ;b_his uﬁiﬁh'w’ém' eight chiidren of which five were born in |
Nc:o’fméy ond three in N.Dak, His three living children now( I937) araﬁi
Rier Lunde, : ' : ‘ |
Sven Iunde died March 9, 1920, He was intepred in the heme*cwy in ﬁver&ri"
oy



" : Biography of Sven Lunde
(Early Days in Sverdrup Township)
--Alice Erikson

Sven Lunde‘was born 1ln Gjesdal, Norwey, near the city of Stavanger,
August 26, 1838, ’

He left Norway because the prospect to make a living at that time
Wwas rather perplexing, and he came to try his Iaek in this country. He
settled in North Dakota because of the government offer of free homestead.

On the way to America the propeller on the steamer broke and the
ship was towed to the harbor of St. Johns by a cattle ship.  The journey
took them three weeks. They came to North Dakota June 10, 1881, coming
by oxen from Valley City and filed on the northwest quarter of section
22, Township 145 and Renge 58,

He built a log house about 24' by 14' with a bark roof and sod on
top. They had no floor and just one room. The stove was set up out-
slde unde» a blg oak tree where cooking was done.

When they went to town for provisions, they had to go to Valley
City which was about forty miles, and it took them two days each way,

The first winter the supply gave out towards spring and the family
was on the verge of starvation. Shorts and bran were procured from the
Cooper farm. This was cooked into mush which kept the family alive un-
til they could reach market for supplies. One of the boys who was big
enough to understand the situation made the remark one day, "This mush
is very fitting for the occasion being that it takes so little to satis-
fy our need."

On this occasion when Mr., Lunde went to Valley City for provisions,
the river was flooded and it had to be crossed two times to get to the
city. He hired a boat to take him across Sibley Crossing. He also had
to hire a team and leave his own on this side of the river. Before he
returned, the children came to theilr mother and begged for food but she,
heartbroken, had to tell them the sad fact that the pantry was empty and
there was nothing to be had., But he returned that same day with pro-

visions.
Some of their neighbors were Kristian Aarestad, John Peige, David-
son, and Alexander Chalmers.

o Three or four neighbors had a yoke of oxen together and a wagon, ,
and they bought 2 breaking plow. <The rest of the machinery was borrowed
to put in the first crop of four acres. The drought cut down the yield
of the gralp to sbout 10 bushels to the acre on small grain, their only
erop,

The only fuel they used was wood. It was secured from the timber
on the homestead along the Sheyenne River.

Often the Indians would come in thelr canoes down the Sheyenne



Biography of Sven Lunde
--Alice Erikson

River; on other occasions they would come by horses and wagons, and
pltech thelr tents under the trees in the neighborhood. They often came
around the farmyerd asking for supplies for their families and hay for
the horses.

N/ Any gun report heard in the distance would scare the settlers o
thinking i1t was the Indians coming.

Mr. Lunde dug a hole in the ground which was used for a furnace to
burn limestone into lime and this fire had to be kept burning day and
night. One of Mr. Lunde's boys was tending the fire one night and he
heard a bang and something splashed into the river. Frightened he picked
up his lantern and ran to the house. After a while he plucked up cour-
age and seeing nothing he went back. In the morning the family agreed
that it must have been only a crack from the burning limestone and a
muskrat at play in the river. '

For years it was an anmial occurrence either fall or spring to see
the heavens ablaze on top of the bluffs from the prairie fire, On one
occasion the famlily was too late to make a fire break on top of the .
bluffs. The granary was in the wake of the fire. One of the boys set
fire to the prairie near by. This left a burnt spéce where he could lie
down as the fire passed by, after which he ran to the granary and put
out the fire which had already caught in the rubbish underneath the
granary.

Mr. Lunde was married in Norway to Justina Westley the 21st of May,
1868. Born to this union were egight children of which five were born
in Norway and three in North Dakota. Three of these eight children are
8t1ll living. They are Rier Lunde, Iudvig Lunde and the third 1s a
daughter married to Sven Erikson, their chlildren being Ernest, Junet,
Alice, Sidney and Algot. All these are llving in Griggs County, North
Dakota. (Rier, the oldest, lives in Cooperstown, has three children of
which Esther, the oldest, is married to E. T. Thompson; to this union
two children are born--lMarvin and Quinton. Two of the children at home,
namely, Alpha and Lorentg.)

Sven Lunde died March 9, 1920, The remains were laid to rest in
the Saron Cemetery in Sverdrup Township.
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PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Sven Lunde

Sven Lunde was born In Gjesdal, Norway, near the city of Stavanger,
August 26, 1828.

He left Norway because the prospect to make a living in Vorway
at that time was rather perplexing, and he left to try his luck in
this country, and settled in Worth Dakota because of the governvent
offer of free homestead.

On the way to America the propeller on the steamer broke and the
ship was towed to the harbor of St. John by a cattle ship. The journev
took them three weeks. They came t0 Worth Dakota June 10, 1881, coming
by oxen from Valley City and filed on the northwest quarter of section
23, township 145, and range 58.

“e built a log house about 234 by 14 with a bark roof and sod on top.
They had no floor and just one room. The stove was set up outside
under a big oak tree where cooking was done.

When they went to town for provisions they had to go to Valley
City which was sbout forty miles and it took them two davs each way.
The first winter the supply gave out towsrds spring and the family was
on the verge of starvation. Shorts and bran were procured from the
Cooper farm. This was cook2d into mush which kept the family alive
until they could reach market for & supply. This was not a very de-
licious dish. One of the boys who was big enough to understand the
situation made the remark one day, "This mush is very fitting for the
occasion being that it takes so little to satisfy our need."

On thie occasion when he went to Valley City for provisions the

‘river was flooded and it had to be crossed two times to get to-the eity.

He hired a boat to take him across the Sibley crossing. HYe also had
to hire a team and leave his own on this side of the river. Before he
returned the children came to their mother and begged for food but
she, heartbroken, had to tell them the sad fact that the pantry was
empty an? there was nothing to be had. But he returned that same day
with provistons.

Some of their neighbors were ¥ristisn Aarestad, John Paige,
Davidson, and Alexander Chalmers. :

Three or four neighbors had a voke of oxen together and a wagon
and they bought a breaking plow. The rest of the machinery was bhorrowad
to put in the first crop of four acres. The drought cut down the yieid
of the grain to about ten bushels to the acre on small grain, their
only crop.

The only fuel thev nused wss wood. 7Tt was gotten from the timber
on the homestead along the Sheyenne River.

Often the Tndians would come in their canoes from down the
Sheyenne River. On other occasions thevy would come by horses and
wagons, and pitch their tents under the trees in the neighborhood. Thev
often came around the farmyard asking for supplies for their families
and the hay for the horses. Any gun report heard in the distance would
scare the folke to think it was the Indians coming upon them.

. 'r. Lunde dug a hole in the ground which was used for a furnace
to burn limestone into line and this fire had to be kept burning day
and night. One of his household was taking care of the fire one night
and he heard a bang and something splashed into the river. This
frightened him to pick up his lantern and beat it for the house, but as

he came to himself, from the scare he took courage and geeing nothing

233



Sven Lunde (continued)

he went back and nothing turned up. Tn the morning the household all
agreed it must have been only a crack from the burning limestone and
a muskrat at play in the river.

For years it was an annval occurance either fall or spring to see
heaven ablaze on top of the bluffs from the prairie fire 2headed ‘or
the home. One one occasion the household were too late, on top of the
bluffs to make a fire bresk. The granary was in the wake of the fire
and sure to catch. One of the boys set fire to the prairie near bv.
This left a burned space where he could lie down as the fire passed
by, after which he heat it for the granary and put out the fire which
had already caught in the rubbish laying arowund and underneath and the
granary was saved. :

Mr. Lunde was married in "orway to Justina Westlev, the 21 of May
1€88; born to this union were eight children.of whom five were born
in Norway and three in North Dakota. Three of these eight children
are still living. Reier, the oldest, lives in Oooperstown and has
three children of whom Esther, the oldeet, is married to E. T. Thompson
and to this union two children have been born, Marvin and Quintom .

Two of the children are at home, namely, Alphe and Lorentz. The
second son living is Ludvig Lunde. The third is a daughter married
to Sven Erickson, their children being Trnest, Junet, Alice, Sidnev,
and Algot. All these are living in Griggs County, North Dakota.

Sven Lunde died ¥arch 2, 1920. The remains were laid to rest in

the Saron cemetery in Sverdrup township.

—--Alice Erikson
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Biogrephy of Sven Lunde
--Allce Erikson

Mr. Lunde dug a2 hole in the ground which was used for a furnsce to
burn limestope into line and this fire hsd to be kept burning day and
night. One of his household was teking care of the fire one night and
he heard a bang and something splashed into the river. This frightened
- him to pick up his lantern and beat 1t for the house, but as he came to
himself, from the scare he took courage and seeing nothing he went back
and nothing turned up. In the morning the household all sgreed that 1t

1st have been only a crack from the burning limestone and s muskrst at
play in the river.

For years it was an annual occurasnce either fall or spring to see
neaven ablaze on top of the bluffs from the presirie fire headed for the
home. On one occasion the household were too late, on top of the bluffs
to meke a fire bresk. The granary was in the wake of the fire and sure
to catch. One of the boys set fire to the prairie near by. This left
a burned space where he could lie down as the fire passed by, after which
he beat 1t for the granary and put out the fire which had already caught
in the rubbish laying around and underneath and the granary was saved.

Mr. Lunde was merried in Norway to Justina Westley, the 21 of May,
1868. Born to this union were eight children of whom five were born in
Norway and three in North Dakots. Three of these elght children are still
living. Reler, the oldest, lives in Cooperstown and has three children
of whom Esther, the oldest, is married to E. T. Thompson and to this
union two children have been born, Marvin and Quinton. Two of the chil-
dren are at home, namely, Alphs. and Lorentz. The second son living is
Ludvig Lunde. The third is s daughter married to Sven Erikson, their
children being, Ernest, Junet, Alice, Sidney, and Algot. All these are
living in Griggs County, North Dakota.

Sven Lunde died March 9, 1920. The remains were laid to rest in
the Saron cemetery in Sverdrup township.
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J ) Bilography of Sven Lunde
o I8 : --Alice Erikson

Sveh Luﬁde was born in GJjesdal, Norway, near the clty of Stavanger,
August 26, 1838.

He left Norway because the prospect to mske 2 living in Norway at
that time wes rather perplexing, and he left to try his luck in this
country, and settled in North Dskota beczuse of the government offer of
free homestead.

On the way to America the propeller on the steamer broke snd the
ship was towed to the herbor of St. John by a cattle ship. The journey
took them three weeks. They came to North Dskote June 10, 1881, com-
ing by oxen from Velley City and filed on the northwest quarter of
section 22, township 145, end renge 58.

He bullt a log house sbout 24 by 14 with a bark roof and sod on top.
They had no floor and Just one room. The stove was set up outside under
a blg oek tree where cooking was done.

When they went to town for provisions they had to go to Valley City
which was sbout forty miles and it took them two days each way. The
Tirst winter the supply gave out towards spring and the feamily was on
the verge of starvation. Shorts and bran were procured from the Cooper
farm. This was cooked into mush which kept the family alive until they
could reach market for a supply. This was not g very delicious dish.
OUne of the boys who was big enough to understend the situation made the
remark one day, "This mush is very fitting for the occasion being that
1t tekes so little to satisfy our need." On this occasion when he went
to Valley City for provisions the river was flooded snd it had to be
crossed two times to get to the city. He hired a boat to take him scross
the Sibley crossing. He also had to hire a team snd leave his own on
this side of the river. Before he returned the children csme to their
mother and begged for food but she, heartbroken, hsd to tell them the
sad fect that the pantry was empty and there was nothing to be had. But
he returned that same dey with provisions.

alta
Some of their neighbors were Kristian Asrestad, John Peige, David-
son, and Alexander Chalmers. Three or four neighbors hed a yoke of
oxen together and a wegon and they bought a bresking plow. The rest of
the machinery was borrowed to put in the first crop of four scres. The
drought cut down the yield of the grain to about 10 bushels to the scre
on smell grain, their only crop.

Ex The only fuel they used was wood. It was gotten from the timber
1 the homestead along the Sheyenne river.

Often the Indlans would come in their canoes down the Sheyenne
river. On other occasions they would come by horses and wagons, and
pitch thelir tents under the trees in the neighborhood. They often came
around the fermyard ssking for supplies for their families and hay for
the horses. Any gun report hesrd in the distsnce would scare the folks
to think it was the Indians coming upon them.
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<Mz, . Lunde dug & hole in the ground which was used for a furnace to
burn limestone into line snd this fire had to be kept burning day =nd
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is LimefKiln ——

:Ludviﬁg Lunde's father, Sven Lunde, operated a lime
kiln.He started in 1883 and excavated a round place in the
ground and built it up, protecting it by etones. He piled
lime stones in this, leaving a place for fire undem™meath.
The fire was kept going night and day fo~ three weeks ,
and when the lime cooled off, it was ready for market.

One night, Hans Brosten was taking care of the
kiln when he heard a loud crack from the stone. He didn't
notice it came from the kiln, and thinking someone was
trving %o shoot him, he grabbed the lantern and started
for home. He behn to think it was hig imagination and
would feel foolish to go home, &0 he turned back to

watch the kiln.



