Reisr S. Lunde

By C.D.Purinton, Clerk and Historiah c¢f 0ld Settlers Asscciation.

Reier §. Lurde,son of Sven and Jus*ine Lunde, was born at Jaedern Norway
Pet.17,1870. He came,with has parents, to Griges County on July 6th 188l.
They settled on NW1 22-145-58 on the Sheyenne River. The house was a log
cabln with hay and sod roof, plastered with clay and cow menure , in which
they lived ,together with ancther family , over the winter, all in one room.

Mr.Lunde was married on Dec.let 1893 to Miss Christina Wuflestad.

In 1914, he lives in Cooperstown, engaged in realestate and insurance bu-
buginess. He has a scn and three daughters. He is a member of the city

council and Board of Fducation.
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I, mmm« aft Gooperstowm, N.Dakots was born om the Lunde gaard
in saoﬂanﬁ%aswgaam in Gandalen about two ‘merieen miles south of Sandnas, !
in chriati&namﬁ 54104, Norway, Gabruary 17, I870. ly father was ‘ven Lunde |
of Lima, E‘Iamy and my mother,was born st Jestley,Thime Prastesjald in
Ja \'mn,isqmy. |

In the szpring of I88I father sold his farm snd we noved %o the Unifi.
United u‘bahes, ding in New York,and then proceeded to Granite Falls, Mimn,
Very few ixwidzi‘ can I recall of my childhood in Norway, ilowever, vhen |
a little boy in lowwmy,I wam: dowvm twa #mall ecreek mﬁ.ch ran through our
farm to tish anall trout, I walked out too far on. the foot bridge an& lost
my balanee and fell into the Watar,. Ais the water was not deap at this ,;oint, : |
I wes none the worze for the mishap,but ran home erying for comfort.

[helso romerber ny rirrzt day of school in Norway. .'s the w-mhar, Torger

Volstead was well aquain‘ha& with my folks,he called for m the firet mrn.‘l.ng

of school. I walked to schm,halaing his hend. One of the mrst days of ¢ ‘
sechool ,snwba}.ling was on and a hard snmowball thrown by a boy named Ole : :
L’laglé hit mnI ran to the teacher for consolation. _ | 1
| Amthar ineident still vary' vivid in my mind ¢ One of our noighbow 7
E(h\ Ws and m;v father were going out to a lake nearby %0 prepare the 3
@ﬁs and -beats for fishing and Thore Lunde being a regular t%ser.t}am ha !
7as ghing to drown ny father im the lake, This took hold of my childish | j

aind %0 sueh an extent that I cried and screaned, pleading mtth ny father nm
bo m\with nm.

Las s

- . The auction aaler'ar fatherts parsm; property Iin Norway, before i
leaving for America is also still vivid in my nmind. Tt seemed “o sad to me
shat everything in and about the home should be carried away,but it made me
rled to think we were going to cross the oceam, Ao all the echildren in our |
ranlly had developed whooping couch ,father left for imeries with his uncle
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10le Westley,Betuel Herigstaed ,Valdemar Klﬁhban and van Loge in lareh 1881,
We were to ro a8 soon as father had found a new hama.'ﬁﬁﬁﬁaaarriving aaﬁ |
Granite Falls,liinn, he went to Christian ferestad's home with whom he was |
well aquainted and who haa g&ne to fwerica twelve years prawiau” to this -
\*ima. When father and # oiupanions arrived 3t Asrestad's, Aavestad ond-

e , ol
Tothers suppliaﬁ themselves with as much as their money could buy: with

oXen,cows,wagons,and a few farnm im&lam&nﬁﬁ; hired s box car and hillad
the contents to Valley City. lir. Aarestad was the laaﬁrg_er this group of
enigrants,was aquqinted with latthew Davidson who had gome nhead to
Dokota Territoryy lir. Acrestad intended to 1aaata near nr. Davidsons

On a Saturday Eighw, Mmy 21,1881 mother and we children, our
uncle, Ole Stokka and familyond lMrs. Klubbem and her children left Norway,
en route o &merica; It thrilled me to go aboard the big steamchip whieh
was %o take us fmemoss the lorth Sea to Ingland,The following day on that
ship,they were dancing all day long .It was the first time 1n'my young life
thet I had seen pepople dance end it left a pleture on my mind never sinca
wiped out | }

lionday morning we arrived at Hull, England and it took wus till
towards ovening to obsain our baggage and have it loaded on the reilroad
train which took us across England to Lyverpool. On that srain there were |
small coops or rooms in the coaches and no nodern convenlences, AWethdke wm
tesencoveryeth dnstycotralin, veyyebat there was no water on the train, A
little bey, fans Stokka, then about two years old could not be made to
:uﬁderstana shat there was no water to be had so he eried and sereamed all ﬁf
the way across . and Jlis fathey gav§ him oranges to quench hig thirst
but to no aveil. lle sereamed for water until we arrived at Liverpool abeu%l

nidnight, | g

4% Biverpool we were ushered into an emigrant hotel and to“ob—%=
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rooms dacle Stokka pretended he had three wﬁ:mamx whon Im haﬁ 4o a’g’mm :
rooms. The hotel manager being ¢ Dane could understand the liorse lansuag
‘he Dgne hollered;" How under Heaven cam you get along with 2o many? It
is 211 I can do to get along wigh one", We steyed a week at this hotel,
waiting I‘ox a steamship of the Cunard Llne, lother and five children '

slept in one bed.Te uz ehildren it was a thrilling experience bub mmhar ]
 took it more seriously. ‘
At last our ship arrived and we were ushered on board ,as I though
an enornous ship,called -the Algeria. Ve were nine days and nights on the
ocean between Ingland end llew York.Some days were calm and nice while
others were ﬁmmm One evening ,while on the ship, I had become aqugint
with some men ond we sat on the front end of the ship,talking until la
late in the nisht, I was so interested in their talk and thoughtlessly
had not told mother where I could be found, llother and many of the pas
passengers had besn looking for me sfearing T had been d:mwneﬁ. Vhen at
last wa retired to our rooms, nother was overjoyed at ceeing me again,

: Landing in oy York we went through Casile Carden,whieh now is
an agqueriun, It teek us sll day to arremge oub baggage ond cet on the |
train en route to Gramite Falls, During the nigfit we changed trains at
Chicago and agein ot iastings, Minnesota. e arrived at Cramite Falls,
Minn, June 8, I88I, Ole lLende, the Gounty Freacurer of Yellow mmm
County at that time, was amother's sousin. He had been informed of our
expected arrival the sent onme of his sons to meet us at the depot at v
Granite Fallsand to escort us to thedr hospitable home wher we amm a
few days ,coing from there o the home of Rev. Ole lelson at Stony Rum.
lirs, Berg was a cousin of my. ra'bhhri e sbayed et the O.N.B org home
a couple of weeksjthen mother mmm a letter fromfather that he lad
located on a plece of land and was building a log eabin for usz in the

forest near the Sheyemne River. e wanted us to come to our new home.
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A toan wes hired to take us to Benson, mmmm. The mnext day,with
‘all our belongings ,we boarded asirétbast Northern train atBenson,liinn,
o At Glynden.ﬁinh. we hed to make comnectioms with the Northern Pacific ¢
| train, v s%ayaﬁ at the depot in Glyndon all night, e slept on the ha
hard flaarwwhen we weren't 1iatan1ng to the telegraph instruments, Ve
boorded the Northern Pacific train in the morning and arrived at Valley i
c&ty JHekota Territory ,July 6, I88I1. I saw tatkerstunﬁing on the dnp@%
pletform and (I hed not ceen him sinee the m&ddla ot liareh.
e ate our luneh and then got ready to ride in a covered wagom
nauled by twe large wijite oxen : one of the oxen had a horn-spread
56 inﬂhmé. Christian Aarestad, Martin Ueland, Valdemar Klubben an &
Sven Loge had also come to Valley City to meet thelr respective
fomilies, | ' '
In the middle of the aftermoon the caravan bepan 1ts journey
across the prairies towards the norﬁhwnat(with four covered wagons
and two oxen pulling each wason, 'hen ten miles out of Valley City,
darkness was ﬁescendingvand i1t was thousht wisest te camp until day-
licht as there were no good roads in those days, ‘e slept ;n and under
our wagons., The oxen were let loose so they could hund tof éamathimg to
eat, One man had to herd them, That evenimg was hot and sultry and rthe
mosquitoes were terrible, The mothers with small ehildren were %0 alme
sleep in the wagoms, About midnight ,the lirshtning crashed, end and it
thundered and raimed =so everyonme had to seek shelter inside the wagons,
" When the rain ceased, it became vory cold, so we shivered and shooks
At daybreak, the caravan started on its journey agaln.
Brothor liens, dead meny years now, was very cold and sterted walking.
pefore the oxen were hitvhed, A stranger who had joined us also walked -
with FHen s, They were far ahead of the caraven and mother bevaue @%}&
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worried thinking probablf that the strancer wes taking Hans in a differd
direetion., Along in the af%exnﬁ&n,than we ceme to what is now lmowm as
Sibley's Croseing ,a little north of ﬁah%&bnla, ther sat Hans and the 8%
stranger valting for us,

Towards evenlng that came day our destinstion was reached and we
.00k up our aﬁede in the log c¢abin which father had prepared for us., On
the roof of the cabin was long slough grass and the floor was bare groun

Our companions alse landed that day at their respective homes,some made
of logsj some of sod.for beds ,hay wae carried in and placed on the floo
Unele Stokka anﬁ our fanily lived together in that log cabin during our
first year on the Sheyemme River.The cabin was I&&@by I8¢, During the sum/
surmer I spent most of my time roaning through the wooda,which at that
time was very dense, !y work was to herd our one cow and also take care o
Axeliana(now lirs, GErickson) who was then the baby, I also helped znﬁher
cut and put up h&y‘fer the oxen and the cow and we also built a stable
in the side hillto house the stock in the winter., Iy brother and I went
swinming in the Sheyenne River nearly every day in the summer,
During‘harvast* father had to go away to earn money with which
to buy necessary supplies for winter,.le usually went to work near Valley
City. Later in the fall whem he returned, he had bought a gun. [y brother
anﬂ'I.umad this gun when we huﬁ&ad rebbite and prairie chickens ./ild
came was the only neat we had,with the exception of a oalf which rathar
b utchered in the fall/. Ther were five children m our family and the -
¢ « lMrse Stokka had two children,-- so we were eleven people in that sab | ﬁ
cabin* 4 cook stove Aid service for heating and preparing food. Later im
the summer ,father cut bark from the trees and roofed the cabin and on top
of the bark he placed sod, The log cabin was plastered with clay.
ialvor Asrestad,a son of Christian serestad, livingea fow rods |
Turther wup the river, started a winter evening school rar young and old-
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The purpoze of this acmmm the Anmerican language. They uim
studled resding, writing, Those llving on the prairie who attended this
school cane % the velley in the evenings on thelr skils, As there were
no ronds and no fences to gulde them,they usually carried a compass so
ﬁhw could tell directlons.

In larch mogher and father noticed that their supply of flour wac
nearly gone.ihe river was breakingj the snow was melting,filling all the
slouchs with wvater, Father started out towards Valley Ci@y«wﬂh 'kho-
of oxen owmed jointly with Ole Stokka. Arriving at Ashtabula, father
could go no further as the river was too high to be forded and msm%
no bridges in those days at this point.'e stayed at Ashtabula that nighiz}
and in the morning rowed in a canoce across the river , zalmnnmg to m&k
to Velley Oiﬁyz, o distanee of fourteen miles, ome i}ianeer' came driv*inﬁ

elonp and ceve hin § 5300, 50, Veddex. ST eRE oy SRR a8 48 Resdy el
had to plve o chattel mortgace on the cow and oxen ;n order to .%mﬂ
the netuel neceusities,as flour,ccoffee and a little sugar, Pather
journeyed homeward in the same way as he had gone to Valley City.

However it took father longer to reach home than ve had
plenned.In the meantime,at home,we run out of bread,flour and all kinds
of food, lother often mentioned later sbout that never to be forcotten
dey when I was hungry and asked for a dlice of bread ond she had to’i‘@%\l
me there was no food left in the house,It was dusk one evening and %
had not returned, Juet as mother was lighting the lamp, we heard\¥sehe
-nn top of the bluff ,talking to the oxen. The immrtmw question W
Ha& father obtained the food?” There was jJoy at':ii‘w when he“emswer
in the affirmative.

During the winter father,with come of the meighbers, had gone

n orth alomg the river to get a little feed wheat . This was bought
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m Ormnd Helson Opheim(ealled Piomeer Neleom), and J.I.Quale, This
whear wae black with cockels,.Ve hm‘nﬁ picked this seed wheat durinc the

vinter evenings, when not at evening schools During the swmer ¢f 1881
father had only been able to break up five acres of land,
During the early spring when the waters of the Sheyenne River
“vras overflowing its banke, bands of Indiens rowed by our cabin, e did no
not Imow if we should be scared or not, The Imdians &-miy m:@m at us,
said nothing and prodeeded on *z:whmir wey. ‘\-\ :
 In the fall of 1888 we had A good orop bub wma acreage was so
small that it did not m*t.mt to much, When spring a.me, hmthw,ﬁana,
end I herddd sbout ninety heed of cattle and oxen flor our neighbors
Tor which we were paid Ome dollar e heed, That was :Lv first money I
had ever earned except when I was hired girl at the Eamm of Betuel
Herigsted after Bard was born. After a couple of W \*mrkz,x mm&vea
two silver deollars for which I was -mw thenkful, I m _‘13. ny money to
father to help support the Tamily.

{

way I learned the American mmgmm the ammﬁj:

acres of land wao broke for seeding, 9
In the fall of 1885 I sterted to Wgéiﬁ fok Jack Brown on his

ferm, beginning a@@t,x andthe salary of $15.00 ""m mﬁ;ﬁh. It was ny

- first time awey from home, I was to sleep in a gramary § short distance
| from thelr housell was scaved te be alone but dared not duy anyt:
 eried wmlt to sloep that tirm n.i@m. During %hmmx\ ‘

- the rest n:f *mm ‘hired men. fe wes %o sleep w&t&h me., av"?f
with lice that I could not rest night or day. ihen I
1 believe they really moved . I never doered to wmpﬁaa. )

until Decerber I,when I brousiit home ﬁ@ father M‘M

‘ (.-wmﬂmaumnl




About the mﬁ.ﬁa' of December , after Pather had made a palr of o
skiis for us welf fiet us go up snd see the new tovm they are mming)
éhmnmg' the precent town of Gwpﬁmtmm}.sm arrived there and they were
building the Palace Hotel (now the slte of the Mng =Bruns-Palace lotor
%9 EKn ute Thompson weas opening up ni® riret load of goods ,hauled by
teans from Sanborn.l shall never forget these sights. In the early epi
spring of I88J the train arrived at Cooperstown and this was to’my
youthful mind quite oh incident. A

During the swumer of 1883 father was gathering limestomes in the
hills and burning lime end I helped him as much as I could, This lime was
b wrnt in kila ¢ nafle b& him end when burrt, father hauled it to Coopers—
town and 5014 it for 2,00 per barrdl .It vas used in the bullding of

the houses in towm(Cooperstovm). \ '

In the fall of XI885 I hired out to work on th\\cmmr ranch
and wag to do shocking and threshing. I wes pald $2,00 poz”\aay and

boerd end room. liy room was the barn floor., I was not quiw fourteen

years old at this time, I brought ny noney uom m father lﬁut he gave
me some of it for clothes, In the swmmer of 1884, father m I again
b urned lime, In the fall I went to work for R.C.Copper a@;&iﬂo In the
eprin ¢ ol I884 I was confirmed by a pastor nama\\mwy; Who CONw
ducted divine services in the schoolhouses and farm ’h@ms during thone
early years, Hov, Lundeby was a Iutheran minister, \

- Thus the time went on from year teo your,mkim for neimbwin
€ famczu, in 1685,1886 and part of 1887 as well ac 1868 a:m 1889 I wrksd
great deal on the Newell farm when not at home helping ;;’wn\r o by
thls time hed broken consideruble land, In the fall 9@2‘/ m ,I\mm to
Willmar Minn, where I attended the semimary, Karl I@M@ and I rmd
together. e attended the seninary during &8&9 I&W ‘and graﬁm%m in

1891,
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That was the year of our Tirst bonanza Crope. Father wra%a me that he had”

never dreamed of Dakota's fertility to the extent that it showed wup that
year. His whole erop averaged 58 Bue to the acre. That gave him a stary
so that he now nﬁrahaa&ﬁ his first team of horses,

aning the years I892iand 1885 I worked around on the farms
unfil in the fall of 1693 I applied rorvand vhbihedmpyTirst and only
tern of publiec school at whet wae then known as the Gallatin school, Theltuw.
was an enrollment of fifty pupils and the term was eight months, On Decs |
I, 1693, I was married te Christine Wufllestad and began housekeeping in
a small hut built near the schoolhouse, This teacher's abode consisted

of one room aboutliOtby I2?,

Jan, 5,1895,1 started to work for John Ole tn his office ay
Cooperstown, In the late fall ofI8%4 ,a son was born %@ us. e died when
twenty éne yeavs old. In I899 a daughter was born to us; She is now lira,
B.TaThonpson of Cooperstowm. |

After working for John Ole for eicht years,we went into partner-

ship and he went to Horway intending to live there Iif the clinate
agreed with hin, As the climate did not acree with Johm Ole ,he returned
ond in I9I9 John Oie, Nels Paulsberg end I organized the Farm Loan Co.
with a cepital of $BC,000,00,
In Septs I900 o second sonm was born to us.\ga died at the age
of ten, In November 1903 a daughter was born to us. © h& died of the flu
vhen she was I7 years old. In April I9IX annthor &aughtdr arrived , She ls

:, medl Alpha, In November I916 a Bﬁﬂ?Lﬂ?ﬂEﬁ!jﬂ&& born to uﬁi
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