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Blography of Edward &l1ehae11s
--Walter }l i lcha.e1ls

The plone
hI1chae11s.

rr whose blography f have chosen to wrlte ls ldr. Ed.ward.

Iolr. Ed.werd. t ' I lchaells w&s born Septenber twelfth 1842, &t Gellenfeld.e
by Frleleberg 1n d.er Neumark Reglrungs bezlrk Frankl'urt ln Sermany.
Due to the hard tfunes he had ln Gerroany he came to the new world to
seek  a  be t te r  l l v lng  ln  186p.

He had some relat lves at  Val ]ey Cl ty and. ln correspondlng about
Dakota terr l tory decld.ed. to come to the ro1l1ng pralr les to nake hts
new hone. When Mr. I l i leha.e1ls ca.me the twenty second day of ivlarch to
Val ley C1ty,  whlch had. been cal led Northlngton, there was so much snow
around the bulldlngs that they ha"d to s1t d.own on the large snowbanks
and. s} lde ln ord.er to get down to the door.  Later on 1t  6egan to tha.w
a.nd. lots of  water accumulated, and. f lnal ly the 1ce blocked" up ln the
Sheyenne Rlver and. 1t ca.used" a fIood., 8o that the whole town rvas und.er
water. He bought an ox team a,nd pa1d. three hund.red. and. twenty flve
d-ollars for four and one hund.red and tweniy elght dollars for two cows.
h{r .  tu i1chael1s then lef t  Val ley Cl ty for  Gr lggs County but when they
ca.me to Dennlng srosslng on Bald" H111 Creek they could not cross,  the
currelt belng so strong a.nd. the creek so d.eep and. wld.e, so they unload.ed.
what lumber they had and" went to Valley C1ty. They stayed. for f lve
days and. trled agaln but could. not get through then eltlrer. The thlrd
tlme they went by Dazey toward"s what 1s Hannaford. riow and the Northern
Pacl f lc  sect lon house by Jack Ml l ls  a,n<l  reached. the ploneers homestee.d.
wl th very l i t t le t rouble ln a short  t l rne.  lVIr .  I l1 lchabl ls hlred. a sur*
veyor to measure hls 1and. whlch wa.s Southeast *L of  sect lon 8,  townshlp
L45, and. ra-nge 59. The next thlng was to put up a house and ln ord.er
to do that he had. to get lumber.  He started. 1n the nornlng wlth four
oxen to Va, l1ey Cl ty to get some lumber for  a cIa1m shenty iourteen by
slxteen. He wanted. to move h1s fem1ly up to the homesteld. ,  before tLe
cold.  weather set  ln,  Before he could get read.y l t  beeame 61oud.y and.
Pl.""t -Iooklng the northwest a.nd, some one se.1d tfrey mlght have a-bilzzard.t t0h ,  l t  0anr t  be ,  t t  he  sa ld" ,  fo r  l t  was  by  th ls  t lme the  n lne teenth  o f
LIay.  He drove d.own to the ve. l ley to get some seed. potatoes at  three
dollars and" flfty cents a bushel. lthen he started. back from town the
storn was so J ' lerce that he coul"d.  not  go along std.e of  h1s oxen for
large gravel  stones f lew 1n h1s face. 

-He 
had-to h1d.e hlmsel f  behlnd the

wa-gon and. 1et- the oxen go. When he came to the'olace where he stopped.
1t  was so co1d. and. such a bl- lzzard- as he ha-d.  never seen 1n al l  hts*1t fe.

Soon he began to make prepa.rat lons for  p1ant1ng. He struck out a
plece of  land. three fourths m1les long to break for-1885 crop. He bad
four good. oxen and e- good. slxteen lncfi D1ow. He mad"e elght 

-round.s 
before

breakf ast, 1et the oxen f eed., then elght round.s bef'ore dlnner and. elght
rounds af ter  d. lnner,  that  mad.e th l r ty s lx ml les a day. After brea.kl i lg
twenty acres,  he had to bul ld-  a ba.rn.  Sod was the mater la l  used" at
that t lme for ba.rne. He bul1t a ba-rn Zoxs} feet. sod" was used" as
brlck and sa.nd was the mortor. Crutches brought frora the Sheyenne Rlver
were put ln the eenter to hoId. up the roof whlch was made by puttlng



3,
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--Wa. l ter  Si lchael ls

poles across a-nd. brush on top of the poIes. The sha-nty was soct up to
the wlndow. ft looked. 1lke a- fortress. When there was a real hala
bl1zzard. sometlmes the wlndows would block up wlth snow and" they could.
not tell whether lt was day or nlght untl1 they shoveled. thelr way out
$oors.  They kept a shovel  ln the 

-house 
every nlght 1n case they shouta

$r l f !  1n they could work thelr  way out.  The doors had to swlng to the
lnslde always. One mornlng the ploneer opened the d.oor and 1t-was al l
d-r l f ted.  1n. l {e had to shovel  the snow e.11 lnto the shanty t111 he got
a hole out and then shovel 1t all out age.ln 1n ord.er to g';t out. T6e
barns most genera.l ly had. a hole on the iop for them to ciawl 1n for 1t
of ten t tmes l f fas lmposslble to get by the hoor,  Feed. was kept lnslde the
barn.  Blnder twlne was stretcf ied" bbtween house and. barn to Eulde them
to and. f ro 1n storms. Wlnter set  ln ear ly 1n October,  18BZ; provlelons
were la ld.  for  the wlnter f rom Va11ey C1ty.  The wlnter ws-s extremely
severe. The wlnd. blew hard, every de.y most genera.Il-y three d.a.ys frorn
northwest and - f or a. cha-nge from the southea.st f or three d.ays. ft was
so coId" somet l rnes s lxty degrees below zeTo. Every na1I tnstae the shanty
had a head of  lce formed. t [e s lze of  a s l lver dol iar  much thlcker 1n
the center than the outer ed.ge. Durlng tiee nlght when the flre was out
everythlng froze ha.rd on the-wa.Il a.nd cellftgg i lhen the flre was started
ln the mornlng 1t began to thau' a,nd made the-f'Ioor uet, d.r1pp1ng from
the ce l l lng .

Water lng the catt le d,ur lng the wlnter r t res rather a hard task the
water had to be pul led up out of  the wel l  ln buckets.  $tandlng at  the
well was not so basy on b.ccount of the cold. and. storm 1n the 

"I*iy 
part

of  the wlnter but he hed" to change hls method. when the stoek went-  tb
drlnk they froze thelr noses whlte a.nd. ran sha.klng to the barn from the
cold. .

. Thg long wlnter kept s"11 folks a.t home. iriot belng prepa.red for
such- a long hard wlnter the ploneer famlly ra.n out of itbur and food..
By thls tlme Cooperstown had been bullt up. trl lr. Ir, i lche-e1ls wanted. to
go to town every d.ay but lt was so stormy a1L the whlle tha_t lt we.s
lmposslble for  h1m to get there.

The fuel  they used was wood. When they v,rere short  of  wood. they
used- flve foot long slough he-y. i\,Ir, Idlchaells took bund.les lnto the
shack a-t nlght, went to work and twlsted" 1t by hand lnto a, solld. chunk
and plled these up a"nd. put then ln the stove as they were need.ed. Others
took straw and _screenlng. When they cene to town thelr clothlng had. a
:eculla.r odor from screenlng. When they he.d. a- d.ay of forty be1Sw 

-zero
'-chey would.  say 1t  wa.s a r tn6 day. of  ten t lmes the chlmneyi  would f reeze
up a.nd' the l lgn1te eoot would run d.own from the chlnney onto the roof
and lnto thelr  wlndows when 1t  tha.wed. a.  11t t le dur lng lone days.

_ -  -The ploneer te1ls of  i r , t r .  R. C. Cooperrs wheat caraverrs 1n the fa11
of 188U- Early ln tl ie mornlng one coulb hear the rumbling of we.gon
wheels and mule tee.ms. There-would" be a str lng of  loa,d-s is {  raF-Ls
he could' see ahead. of tsheat hea.ded. for Sanborn. Mr. Cooper belng themost promlnent raan 1n the vlelnlty wa.s the man for rvhom Cooperstdwn *as
named.
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The flrst crop ralsed. 1n 1885 was a poor one. It d.1d not raln
tl lL the thlrd. de-y of July and the wheat looked- very poor.

l larvest wes very late ln $eptember. The ploneer cut hls wheat ln
October and. threshed. ln November. lf l trea.t was forty cents a bushel,
There were not very many threshlng nachlnes. The graln was run lnto
one half bushel and put ln sacks then loaded" on th.e wagons. ft took
three men to d.o thet. Ther.e were no gra.1n tanke a-t th;t t1me.

That summer the ral l road. t rack we-s bul l t  as far  as Cooperstown.
Then thelr ma1l was brought up by traln.

lfhen Mr. M1ehae116 came to Dakote" there was an e,bund.ence of buffalo
bones laylng on the pra.1r1e. People rrylth d.ouble wagon box plcked. the
bones, then brought them to Cooperstown and sold them at ten aottars a
ton. The buffe- lo paths were also ng.merous.

There was lots of  good" ga-me. Large whlte cranes, a beaut l fu l  b l rd. ,
and also the $re.y crane, sone swansr &oc1 wl ld geese by the thousand.,
of  var lous colors,  graxr whl ter  and. black.  rn spr lng when they ca,me
from the south they would 11ght on the f1e1d.s and. coier at t lmirs a, whole
quar te r  sec t lon .  The geese were  ha , rd .  on  the  peop lers  c rops .  They
plcked._up the seed" a.nd ate the young plant also.  Pralr le chlekens were
plent l fu l .  There were also any num6er of  song blrds,  a good. nna.ny of
whlch have beeome ext lnct .  One da.y a.bout one otelock tv i r ;  Utcfraei ts saw
three nlce d.eer comlng up the road. al though deer were scarce even ln
the ear ly e1ght1es. fhere lots of  wolves and. foxes.

The court house for Grlggs County wa.s bullt 1n the summer of 1884.
The mater la l  see brought up 6t  tea,ms, a good" part  of  l t  ln the wlnter
by s le lgh ln 1886-tgg7.

tr l r .  &i lchae11s was marr led at  Egensv1l1e, Onter lo,  Cana.d.a 1n 1868
to &l1ss Bertha" 6rave. The oloneer is st l l I  l lv lng and. has slx chl ld.ren
who are all marrled". They are Herman J. &l1chae11;, Xannaford., N. Da.k.,
itdrs. Luther Rowly, Da.vld.son, Ss.ska.tch€wan, Canada., Mrs. if l l11la.m Trost,
Jess le ,  N.  Da.k . ,  fu l rs .  George s tevens ,  coopers town,  N.  De*k . ,  u : :nes t
i l i l lchaells, Hannaford", N. Dak. and Paul &l1chael1B, Ha-nnaford, : i ld. Dak.
The decea.sed. are the ploneerrs w1fe,  MrB. Ed"ward- Mlcha.el ls s.nd. two
d.aughters, Mlss ivla,thllds Mlchaerls, and. Mrs. Iu{artha Huse1.

&lr. Ed-ward. i[ lchaells 1s at present elghty flve yeers of age and
EI1I I  act lve,  dr lves hls ca-r  end enJoys l1 ie.  He has a.  bea,ut l fu l  hone
on Lenham Avenue and rwel f th $treet,  cooperstown, N. pak.
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FIOYEER BI OGRAP:'Y
,Tdward i,{ ichaeli  s

?he  p ioneer  r shose  b iog raph t ' I  have  chosen  to  e ' r i t e  i s  I , 1 r .  Edwarc i
l , { i  chae l i  s .

l r r .  Edwe , rd  l , l i chae l - i s  wes  bo rn  Sep tenber  twe l f t h ,  1842  a t
Gei lenfe lCe by Fr ic leberg in  der  iTer : .nar1r  Regi rungs bezi rk  Fra.nkf r - : r t
in  Ge: :nan1r .  Dr te to  the harr l  t imes i .e  herd in  Gernan:r  he earne to  the
new wor ld  to  seek  e  be t te r  l i v i ng  i n  18 .4? . .

I {e  had  sone  re la t i ves  a t  \ ra l ' l  e : r  C i t l t  anC i  n  co r resaond i  ng  abo r r t
Dako ta  te r r i t o r l r  dee i  r ! ed  to  coue  to  the  ro l l i n r . :  p ra i r i es  to  r r rake  h i s
new hc "ne .  l f hen ' r r r .  t r i . chae l i s  ea ' . "1e  the  twen ty  seconc  cay  o f  ' " a rch  to
Ve l l e ] r  C1 ty ,  wh ich  h , r r l  been  ca11ed  } l o r t r i nc ton ,  t he re  ' . r as  so  :nuch
snow a rcund  the  b r r i l d i n r r s  t he t  1 [ sy  had  to  s i t  down  on  the  l a rge
s n c w b a n h s  a n d  s l i C e  i n  6 r C e r  t c . q e t  d o w n  t o  t h e  d o o r .  L a t e r  o n  i t
be ; :a .n  to  thaw and  l o t .q  c f  wa te r  accu ' , i r u la ted  and  f i na l l y  t he  i ee
b l o c k e d .  u p  i n  t r e  S h e y e n n e  H . j v e r  a n d  i t  c a i r s e d  a  f 1 o , r d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e
who le  town  was  un , l e r  wa te r .  He  bcugh t  an  cx  tean  a ' rC  pa jd  th ree
htrndred and twenty f irre dolla.rs for four and cne hr.:ndred anci. t l ' renty
d o l l a r s  f  a r  t w o  c o w s .  r 1 r .  l f i ' c h : ; e l i s  t h e n  l e f t  l / a 1 l e y  C i t y  f o r  g r i  g g s
Coun ty  bu t  w } :en  t i ey  ce r re  to  Denn inE  c ross in f ;  on  Ba lC  H i l l  C ree l<
t l , e "  cou ld  no t  c ross ,  t l i e  c r r r ren t  be lng  so  s t ron ; ,  a , "d  the  c ree l<  , so
deep anr l  wi r ie ,  so the l r  r rn loadeC wt . :a t  l r - r .mber  they hacl  anc1 went  to
V a . l l e v  C i t y .  ? h e 1 '  s t a y e d  f o r  f i v e ' 1 a 1 r s  a n d  t r i . e d  a g a i n  b r r t  c o u l - d
no t  s re t th ro r rgh  then  e i t t t e r .  The  th l rd  t i ' ne  the r , 'wen t  bv  Dazev  towarc l s
wha t  i s  l l anna fo rd  ncw and  the  l l o r the rn  Fac i f i c  sec t i cn  house  b l r  Jac r '
l { i 11s  and  reached .  t he  p ioneers  hones tead  v r l t h  r re ry  1 i . t t l e  t ro r tb le
in  a shor t  t i "ne.  ' f r - .  i l ic t rne l j .  s  h i rer i  a  sr -1rr , 'eJ, /or  tc  neas. , : re  h l  s  la .nc l
wh i  c i . i  was  Sor :1hu . .4  I  o f  sec t  j .  on  I  ,  t ownsh ip  145 ,  and  range  Sg .  The
nex t  t h , rng  was  to  p r r t ' L l p  p .  houee  and  1n  o rde r  t o  r Jo  tha t  ne  had .  t c
Ae t  l i t r i t r e r .  He  s ta r teC  in  the  ' r c rn in5  w i th  fou r  oxen  to  r / a l I e : r  C i t : r
t o  g e t  s o l e  l u n c e r  f o r  a .  c l a i ' r  s h a n t r  f o u r t e e n  b - r ' s i x t e e n .  r i e  t r i a n t e C
to  nove  h i s  f a :n i l y  up  to  t l i e  homes tea .d  be fo re  the  co lC  v , ' en the r  se t  j . n .
Se fo re  he  ccu ld  ge t  ready  i t  beca lqe  e lo . rd - ' r  end  b lack  l oo l r i nc  i n  t he
n o r t i r v l e s t  a n r l  s o n e  c n e  s a i C  t h e y  n i r h t  h a v e  e  b l - i z r a t d . .  " 1 6 ,  i t
c a n l t  D e r r r  h e  s a i d  f o r  ' t  . , - i a s  5 1 , /  t i ; i s  t i n e  t h e  n j n e t e e n t _ .  o f '  t f a . V .
I {e  d ro ' re  r l own  to  the  va l1ey  to  ge t  scne  seed  po ta t "es  a t  t h ree  ao l l e rs
and  f i f t : r  cen ts  a  b r t she l .  :T r ren  he  s ta r teC  back  f ron  to 'wn  the  s to rm
w B , s  s o  j i e r c e  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n , c t , g o  a l o n g  s i , 1 e  o f  h l s  o x e n  f o r  l a r E e
gra .ve l  s t cnes  f l ew  in  h j  e  f ace .  i { e  hac i  t o  l ' i r l s  h i rqse l f  oeh ind  the
i i ' /agon a-nt1 1et  the oxen go.  ' . f , ihen l re  cane tc  t r ,e  p lace wi :ere he s toppeC
i t  w a . $  s o  c o 1 d "  a n d  s r : c i '  a  b 1 i  z z a t C  a s  k e  h a C  n e ' " t b r  s e e ' 1  i n  a l l  n l  s "  i i f e .

Soon  he  begen  to  ' na ' re  Drepara t i " rns  f  c r  n lan t i  r g .  ' r e  s t rue ' '  o r r t
a  n i  ece  o f  l and  th ree  fo r - r . r t hs  n i l es  l ong  to  ' : r eak  -o r  188 -q  e rcD .  He
had  lou r  good  oxen  anc  a  good  s i x tee r " .  rnc . -  p low .  Ee  na r ie  e rgh t
roun i i . s  be lo re  fosgg i r fas t ;  l e t  t he  oxen  f  ee . r  f  r ^e r r  . i  e r - t  r o r rnc i s  be fo re
r i i n n e r  a n r i  e i g . n t  r o u n , l s ' a f  i e r  d i n n e r ,  t h ; ; ' " u . i I  

' t n i ? l y  
s i x  , i i r e s  a

c a Y .  A f t e r ' n i e a k i n g :  t n r e n f , y  a c r e s ,  n e  n r . t  t c  o r r i l r l  a ' b a r n .  S o d  w a e
t l re  na te r i a l  useC a t  t ha t  t i ne  fo r  b i . rn ,q .  He  b t i - i l t  a  ba rn  } { i r x1 t )  j : ee t .
So-d was r tse, l  as brrck and sa, r rd FJa.s the r ror tcr .  Cr : : tches l r rOr :g i : t
f r on  the  Sheyenne  R ive r  rge re  c r : t  i n  t he  cen te r  t o  ho ld  ' l r :  t he  roo f
wh ic i :  was  na r je  b r r ' nu t i i ng  po les  ac ross  anc  b r r r sh  on  top  o f  t he  pc1es .
The  shan tv  -wes  so r i  up  to  t j : e  w in .dcv r .  ] t  ] ookeC l i ke  a ' f o r t re - *s .  : ?hen
there Hras a real ,  har i i  b l izzard so"ret t ' ,xes the win{ows woul - ,1  b loc: i  r : r :
wl t f :  snor /  in . '  they could not  te11 whether  i t  was dar /  cr  n ie i r t  r :n t  i1
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Edvrard. ], , t icha el l_ s ( continued)

they  snove led  the i r  v l a . !  ou t  r l oo rs .  The t r  kep t  a  shove l  i n  t he  ho ' : se
everJr  n ight  in  ca.se they shor : ld  d. r i f t  in  they cor : l - ,J  v , 'ork  the l r  way
o ' t t .  The  doo rs  had  to  sv , I i nq  to  the  i ns i , i s  a lways .  One ,no rn ing  the
p ioneer  open .ed  tne  doo r  end  i t  wa ,g  a l l  , l r i f t ed  i n .  l { e  ha .c i  t o  Encve l
the  sncw a l l -  i n to  the  s i r rn t y  t i 1 l  he  t , o t  a  ho le  ou t  and  then  sho r re l
i t  a l l  o u t  a c a i n  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  o u t .  T ! : e  b r r n e l o s t  q ' e n e r a 1 1 y  h a r i ,
a  ho le  on  the  top  fo r  t he "n  to  c raw l  i n  ' . ' f r  i  t  n f  t en  t i r nes  was  i n -
p o s s i b l e  t o  a e t  b y  t h e  d p c r .  F e e d  w a s  t r e r t  i n s i c e  t h e  b a r n .  B l n d e r
twi .ne lqas s+retched between horrse and brrn to  gr1 i5,s  the: : r  to  an i l  f ro
i n  s t c r " n s .  T ' i - n t e r  * q e t  i n  e a r l y  i n  0 c t o b e : : 1 8 9 ? .  P r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  " l a J . d
f  or  the r " r in ter  f ' rom I Ia1 l -e: ,  Ci t : r .  ?he winter  1rya.s  ext re"nel_rr  severe.
The  w ind  b lew  ha rC  eve ry  Ce ' "  " roq t  g 'ene ra ] " l r r  t h ree  : l nvs  f ro rn  no r thwes t
and  fo r  a  chanEe  " r rom t i i e  sou thea* t - i ; ; - i n i "u " i i : I o . " ' ' T t  wa .s  so  co ld
sone t i l t l ee  s i x t : '  deg rees  be lo i v  ze ro .  Eve ry  na t l  l ns iCe  the  sha .n ty  6s6
a  hea .d  c f  i ce  f c r " red  t i : e  s i ze  o f  a .  s i l ve r  do l l a r  n ' r ch  th i c l ce r  i n  t he
een te r  t han  the  o i - r t e r  eCge .  D r : r i n€ :  t he  n iah t  when  the  f l r e  was  o r r ' l
eve ry th ing f roze  he r r i .  on  the  v ra l - l  ? -n r l  ce i " l i ng  when  the  f  i r e  was  s ta r ted
i n  t l e ' r o r n j n q  i t  b e q a n  t o  t h e l v  a n C . ' t a C . e  t h e  f l o o r  w e t  C r i n . ; . i n g  f r o r n
t h e  c e i l i ; r 6 .  

' - * Y

.  f f a te r i "nq  the  ca t t l e  d r l r i ng  w in te r  was  re the r  a  ha r r - l  t ask ,  t he
wa te r  haC t c  be  nu l Ied , rn  o i - i t  o f  t he  we l l  i n  b r - r cke ts .  $ tan rJ . l ng  a t
the  we l l  was  no t  so  eas l r  on  r ccoun t  o f  t he  co l c i  anC s to r l  i n  t ne  ea r l v
pa r t  o f  t he  w in te r  bu t  he  haC to  chanee  h i  s  " re tho , l  when  the  s tock
wen t  t o  d r i nk  they  f roze  the i r  noses  wh i te  and  ra .n  shak inq  to  the
barn  f ro rn  the  co ld

The  long  w in te r  kep t  a l l  f o l ks  a t  ho ,ne .  l l o t  ce ine  p repa red  f - r r
such  a  l ong  ha rC  w in te r  t he  p ioneer  fa . r i l y  ran  o r : t  o f  f l o ' r ' and  fooc j " .
By  th i s  t i r l e  Coopers to rvn  i : nd  been  b r : i  1 t  l l r : .  1 r r .  U i cnae l i s  wa .n ted  top jo to  town ever l r  c1av i . lu t  i t  v , res so s tcr r .n  a l l  the whi le  i l :a t  i t  r ,vas
i n r p o s s i b l e  1 ' o r  h i n  t o  ; r e t  t h e r e .

The fue l  they usecl  lvas wood.  , i i f ,en th"e1.r  l . r rere s i ror t  o f  woic l  the-r
u s e C  f  i v e  , * l o  - t  l o n r :  s l c r r l ' ;  h a y .  . ' r .  ' 1 i - c h a ; e I i s  t o c k  o , : n i 1 e s  i n t o  t h e
snack  a - t  n ieh t ,  wen t  t o  wor t  a rC  tw is te rL  i t  o r r  hand .  i n t c  a  so l i d
ehunle and p i led these up &nd pr .11 thenr  in  the s tove a_s the. , , ,  $ /ere
neeCed .  O the rs  toc r r  s t ra rv  anC sc reen ing .  - i ' hen  

tbe r r  haC a  day  o f
fo r t y  ne -1 -ow ze ro  the r r  wou lC  sa .y  i t  v res  J  f i ne  Cay .  C f ten  t i nnbs  the
ch innevs  wou ld  f reeze  r rp  and  the  l i gn l t e  soo t  wcu lC  run  down  f ron  the
ch i rnne l /  on  to  the  roo f  and  rn to  the i r  w in : i ows  when  i t  t ha rved  a  I i t t l e
r lur ing sone da""rs .

T l : e  p i  oneer  te l l -  g  o f  J , r r .  p . .  C .
fa l1  o f  18 r i? .  Ea r l v  i n  t he  nc rn ins
wagon wheels  a-nr j  ' , t r ) - le  tea: rs .  TherE
fa r  as  he  cou ld  see  aheaC o f  whea t
b e i n s  t h e  t r o s t  p r o n i n e r t  n a n  i n  t h e
C o o p e r s t o w n  w a s  n e n e d .

The  f i r s t  c rop  ra i sed  l n  1 t183  was  a  poo r  one .  I t  d j .C  no t  ra ln
t i l - l  t he  th i rd  ^a l r -  o f  Ju l y  and  the  whea . t  i o+ked  ve r r ' -Door .

I {arvest  was r rery  la te in  Septernber .  The p ionel r -  cr : t  h is  wh:r . t
i n  Oc tcbe r  and  th reshed  in  S iove rn .be r ,  i l hea t  was  fo r t l r  cen ts  a  b r : she l_ .
fhe re  l $e re  no t  ve ry  f l any  th resh ing  noch ines .  The . r ra jn  r . " ras  r r rn  i n to
one hal f  br - :she1 an.d pt t t -  in  sac l rs  Then lca.Jed on ine saqot ts .  I t  toor<
t h r e e  m e n  t o  d o  t h a t .  T h e r e  n e r e  n o  q r a i n  t a - : k s  a t  t h ; t  t i n e l

Tha t  . qu l i ne r  t he  ra i l r oad  t rack  ras  b r r i l t  as  fa r  as  0oopers town .
Then the i r  mai l -  lqas Dror :aht  ur  bv t : :a . in

T ' ' l : en  l ' L r .  ] { i cnae l i s  6u*u  1o  D"L r tu  the re  was  an  aoundance  o f

Cooper t  s  whea t  ca ravans  tn  t t r e
one could hear  the r ru i rb l ing of
w o u l d  b e  a  s _ ' r i n E  o f  l o a C s  e . s

heade, l  oor  $enborn.  1 , r r .  tooper
v ic ln i t - r r  was the 'nan for  whcrn
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h ' t f ' ' a l o  bones  l av inE  on  the  a re i r i e .  Peoc le  ' s i t h  do r :b le  t vascn  boxes
n ic "ed  t . be  c tnes ,  iFen  l , r c ' r rh t  t he ' r  t o  Cconers to ' . rn  enC s11 '1  

' - t he 'n  
a t

ten  dO l lA rs  e  tOn .  The  r J , r f  , , .A1O pa ths  #e re  e l_so  n r - r_ tne ro r . t s .
The re  wa .s  l o t s  o f  eoo , l  qa re .  La r : -e  w i : i " t e  c re res .  s  . : ea ' r t i - f r 11

r : i r i  enC a l -S :  t he  r ra l , '  C ra re l  sC  e  .S : j i r i i *B :  An , l  t ' i i 1 r '  r eese  by  the
1 ' - a . r - s a n d ,  o f  v , ' . r i ? r : . s  c c l o r s ,  $ r n y ,  t n : h i t e  p : C - i : l - a c k .  I n  s p r i r : i  w h e n
t i :ey ca* ie  f  r ' r * l  the sorr th  tne,v  r r ror r ld  l ight  on the f1e1.1.s  an4 cover
e t  t i : r es  a  r . , i ' hc1e  q r iF r te r  sec t i on .  The  ; i ' e  ese  i f j e re  ne rd  on  the  ueop le rs
c r c D s .  T h e y  o i c k e d ' r p  t h e  s e e - l  e " C  a t e  t l e : r o r r n g  p l e n t  a 1 s o .  P r a i r i - e
ch i c  ren .g  ? fe re  l l en t i - . 11 .  ?ne re  f Je re  t l so  a " r . : , r  n r l l r l - r e r  c f  son f i  ' r i r * s ,
i ,  - oo i l  ' ] 1n? ' v  o f  v - ;n t c :  bave  beco , l e  ex t i nc t .  One  Ca1 '  a , co ' : t  on6  o l c " .oc l i
. , r .  r ' i c : ' ae '1 " i s  sFw th ree  n i  ce  d "ee r  oc ' l i n r  r - : I :  t i : e  r ca4  a . l t ho i - i c rh  d .ee r
1?e re  sce rce  eveR in  tne  € . "31 i '  e rq i : t . i  es .  ?he re  1 . : l e re  l c t s  o f  r ' , r o1ves
a n c l  f o x e s .

?he  cou r t  house  fo r  Gr1?TS Cor :n t v  nes  b i r i l t  i n  t he  s r ,n ' re r  o f  18L<4 .
T h e  t n a t e r i a l  w a , s  c r o r t s - : t ' t p  b j ' t e a - r t s ,  a  g o r d  p e r t  o f  i . t  i n .  t h e  w i n - l e r
j v  s l e i ' - h  i n  1 8 U t - 1 " t t a .

l 1 r . ' i i c 1 ' : a e 1 i s  i r a s  n a r r i e L  e t  $ r e n s v i l l - e ,  1 n t e r i . o ,  C a n a r i o  i n  l - 3 t , 8
t o  l l i s s  t s e r t h n  C r a v e .  T h e  p i o n e e r  i s  s t i  l i  l i v i n . l  f , r n d ,  h e s  - c i x
c n i  r r i r e n  w l : o  a - r e  a l L  n i r r i e r L .  T n e "  a r e  r i e r n a n  J .  l i i c l l , e l i s ,  l r a n n e f o : d ,
Tr  .  la ' -  .  ,  I t rs  .  T, r - r t r ,er  R.ou11r ,  DaviC scn,  Sa s"ra ter  er ' ;an ,  Cen:  ia  ,  l , i -  s .  ' . ' i l .1 i  a
? r o s t ,  J e s s i e ,  l f .  D a k . r  

' ' r s . ' l e o r ! e  
S t e v e n s ,  C o o p e r s t o r n " * . r . ,  1 1 .  l a " i . ,

E rnes t  l { i c i : ae l - j " s ,  I { anna"o rd ,  } I .  Da t< . ,  a : rC -  Pau l  l I i cb le l j s ,  F ' ! ' e .nna fo r ' 1 ,
11 .  l ak .  The  decea .sed .  a re  the  p ioneer t  s  r , v i 1 ' e ,  ' r r s .  Ec lwa . r r l  " { i c i : , - e1 j - s
and .  t v ro  d "a : :a ' i : t e rs ,  l , i i s s  l l a th i - l - da  l i i chae ' l , i s ,  a ,nd  r11 .s .  j r , l a r tha  l t r l se l .

1 I r .  E . d w a r d  l , l i c h . a e 1 i s  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  € i r h t ' :  i i v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e  i n d .
c t i  I  I  n n f  i  r r .  C r i r r e s  h i S  c a r  s n d  e n  j o y s  1 i f  e .  H e  h a , q  a  b e a t r t i f r r l
ho ine  cn  Lenha . , r  Avenr : .e  and  Twe l f ' t h  S t ree t ,  Co tpe rs to r , l n ,  l I .  f ak .

a l - t e r  o r i e h a e ! i  s
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bf Edwrcd MichaeEs

In the surnrner of 1883 the
railroad track got ready as far
as Ooop'erstown. Then we could
get our mail ,brou,ght up to Co-
orperstown rby train. I am sorrY
'but I r:an't say rdho was the
first post rniaster rin Cooperstown.

There was 'a rnail route com-
ing from Saniborn to Mount
Clair, located on Sec. 20-745-59,
at Duncan Silnclair's place and
Mr. Duncan Sinrclair was ,post
master. Mr. .Arthur Sinolair was
mail carrier from Mount Clair
to New Rrockford, 'going by my
ptrace on sec. 8-145-59. I rnind
that sometimes the,re was such
a blizzard frhat I thought it was
imrpossible to fi,nd the road, but
'he woul'd come out of the snow
mist. I eould sde Lrirn for a rod
or two, then ihe was gone in the
mist again. I wondered m,any
a tirme how lhe could find the
road. 'H,e had a hrown pony
about 800 pounds, no bddle on
at ,a11, so the po,ny ttook all the
responsibility on himseld and

;canried tlre mail for Uncle Sarn,
iwith Anchie in co-operation. Be-
, fore tihat I'ine had been estab-
lished w€ got our mail brought

temporary post office and AJ lwere sorne birdi at that time
Shue or Billy Lenham were post- lyou don't see any rnore.srqv ur DrrrJ rcrrrrilrrr rwe"(e lxJsl_ lyou clon.t seg any rnore.
m,asters. I Ore day at rabo,ut 1 o'cl,ock I

When I first canie to Dakota lsaw th,red nice deer ,coming up
there were plenty of .,buffalolto rny place, cl,ose by. Ed 

*ffan-

bones lying on the pr_airies. Feo- lson tireo a s,:hot at trrem, uui oid
ple we,nt out with double ,box lnot hit them.
wagon ,picked them up, broughtl My daugfrrter Ma,thilda found
them. to Coorperstown and sold I a wita gooie nest vfrth five eggs,
them at 910 a ton. There wer,elbroughi them ,home and sei-a

were soime swans, too, and w,ild I Norrth were divided and became
geese rby the ten thousands-la state, we went to worl< and
vari,ous eolors, gray, white, black. j made N. Dakota rprohii,bition, an,d
11 spring w_lhen they came from I it tras stood for ihat up to, this
the soutlh they were moving for I day. Eedore it was a state at
more th,an a whole rnonth, and I least three ,or four saloons were
wh'en they sat down it covered I in Cooperstorwn, ,a'nd dnug stores
at times a whole quarter sec- lall sold intoxicatting ,liqri,or, but
tio'n. I once opened rny barn, I they thad to get o:ut ifter ttre
I trhought 'some of them '"l"ouildlelection. That-lhas been a bless-
go in, but they did mot. lthey I ing to the state.
wene hard on peo'ple'S cr'op. bvl In 1896-9? I itrel
,go ln, iDuf, lney qto not. 'Iney 

I rng to the state.
i,ere hard on people's crop, byl In 1g96-9? I belrievewenad tlfel
picking up the s€ed and eatinglrnost snow,and $to,lrns, Onr,thelpicking up the s€ed and eating lrnost snow, and $to,lrns, Onl,the

The Fioneens: {}ne tan's $tory 0f The Harly llays
up from-Sanborn tby Mr. R. C. lthe young plant also. prairie I
Cooper. The ware house was ttre lOfrict<ens ivere plentiful. There

rp-Ienty- of buffalo paths where I hen antl hatched them, out. They
they had travelled. I found lgre.v up and we hacl rlots of
some bones that ,had been saw- lamusement with them. I
ed-for steak ,probabty 6y-; i ;"1- '+h; ' ;"re lots of wolves,andl
lhunters. lfoxes and some ilynx too.

There was lots of good game. t Now it is no more than riehr
I could see tthese great ,b,ig I to show nvihat kind of peopte lve
white cranes-a beautiful bird- ithad in this land o,f Dakota Ter-
and also flhe gray 'orane. There I ritory. As ,soon as South and

+ ^ ^  - - t  - - . : r J  I  n r ^ - + L

l28ttr day of October it ,began to
lrain ahd on the 29th rwhen we
lcarne out in trhe rnorning it was
1a regular .blizzard and it kept
I on until the snow was fhat deep'that 

lrains could not run. They
h,ad to shovel all a,long the track
till they 'had a big snow ditoh,
and the next blizzarrd rnade irt
w,orse Uhern it was before, The
worst of it was there was no
coal a"t home. So I went out with
two teams a"nd had about 500
pounds of, coal to the load and
kept on that way until we ihad

i a road by driving on it every
day. Eut before I rcould do that
we unrhitched the team and
drove them through withou,t the
sleigh.

I went tha.t year to Canada. I
had a im.an hired-Andrew Han-
son. IIe said to me, "You ean 1go
and lhave your visit and d.on't
worry. I will take good care of
everything." rdnd the did, too.

And when we cafire back in
the spr,ing of 1897 ,and came as
far as Fargo, people said we
coul'd not get through to Coop-
er'stowrr, 'and I noti,ced wlhen in
t]te coactr that there rwas so
tlludtr sno\^r on the tra,ek that the
_ear lves running as much on the

hard snow as on the rails. The
conductor asked ,us if we did not
know th'at there was so rnuch
sno,w and said, "You 'oan't get
through to Coo'perstcxwn." And
so it was. We ihad to lay over
at Sanrborn for a wihole week.
llhey tried every day with the
sn,ow plow-run it as far as they
could and then shovel it out,
until finally the rotary rnachine
got orders to clean up the road
to Cooperstown. . And that did
not go so ,easy. When the rdtary
was as far as a little ,beyond
Dazey they got orders to corne

Now that was good for us for
there were q'uite a truncih gath-
ered at Sanborn. We had no
rnoney. llhe R. R. Oo. started
to take care qf us, rbut there
were 'some -fellows wlho got
thernselves sorne whiskey and
got drunk, arid so we were all
turned out. They said that if
you have rnoney for wlhiskey you
ean pay your qwn bill too. So
there we were. I hrappened to

back. They were needed on the I
main l ine. But they were beyond I
so far that they ooutrd not come I
ba'ck before they earme to Coop- l
erstown to use the turn tarble. I

rneet lIVIr. Cox. [fu knew me and,
I asked h'im if itre could let rne
have some rnoney. ,'Yes, Ed,',
he said, "alrl. you want.,' So I
got all I needed.

Then we came to Cooperstown,
and also to the farm. The bul,ld.
ings were s'o drirfted iln, the snovy
readhed as high as to touoh the
shingles o,n the roof. I thought
that we would ,have ,a real flood
when the snow melted in the
spring. Bult no, the ground was
not irozen and the water went
in as fast as it tlhawed. The
clop was not nnu'crh g'ood that
year beaause no frost in the
ground. llhe water trickled down
before i t  was r ipe, and', that is
what it always does when we
ha.ve no frost irn the ground.
Now I think I wil,I quit. This
goes as far as to the surnrnel of
1897.

The climate rhad changed
wonderiurlly frorn 1882 no 1927,
and the people need four times
as rnuoh rn,oney as we did.

Now good bye ,until later-
Walter rny rbot, take good

eare of thtu. I want it back if
you get through with it.

Your Grarnps



i,,'tb{fr Ref

;rf

't:* j

:i"_:i:i: 
l

F-ii4

: l4:

f*:;-:;:i: -_. :

-:- ^'ar'

.  j  . ,






