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The pioneer” whose biography I have chosen to write i1s Mr. Edward
Michaelis.

Mr. Edwerd Michaelis was born September twelfth 1842, at Gellenfelde
by Frieleberg in der Neumark Regirungs bezirk Frankfurt in Germany.
Due to the hard times he had in Germany he came to the new world to
seek a better living in 1862.

He had some relatives at Valley City and in corresponding about
Dskota territory decided to come to the rolling prasiries to maeke his
new home. When Mr. Michselis came the twenty second day of March to
Valley City, which had been called Northington, there was so much snow
around the buildings that they had to sit down on the large snowbanks
and slide in order to get down to the door. Later on it began to thaw
and lots of water accumulated and finally the ice blocked up in the
Sheyenne River and it caused s flood, so that the whole town was under
water. He bought an ox team and pald three hundred and twenty five
dollars for four end one hundred and twenty eight dollars for two cows.
Mr. Michaells then left Valley City for Griggs County but when they
came to Denning crossing on Bald Hill Creek they could not cross, the
current belng so strong and the cresk so deep and wide, so they unloaded
what lumber they had and went to Valley City. They stayed for five
deys and tried again but could not get through then either. The third
time they went by Dazey towards what is Hannaford now and the Northern
Pacific section house by Jack Mills and reached the ploneers homestead
with very little trouble in a short time. Mr. Michaelis hired a sur-
veyor to measure his land which was Southeast ¥ of section 8, township
145, and range 59. The next thing was to put up a house and in order’
to do that he had to get lumber. He started in the morning with four
oxen to Valley City to get some lumber for a claim shenty fourteen by
sixteen. He wanted to move his family up to the homestead, before the
cold weather set in. Before he could get ready it became cloudy and
black looking the northwest snd some one said they might have a blizzard.
"Oh, it Gan't be," he said, for it was by this time the nineteenth of
May. He drove down to the velley to get some seed potatoes at three
dollars and fifty cents a bushel. When he started back from town the
storm was so flerce that he could not go along side of his oxen for
large gravel stones flew in his face. He had to hide himself behind the
wegon and let the oxen go. When he came to the place where he stopped
it was so0 cold and such 2 blizzard as he had never seen in a2ll his 1life.

Soon he began to meske prepasrations for planting. He struck out a
wlece of land three fourths miles long to bresk for 1883 crop. He had
four good oxen and a good sixteen inch plow., He made eight rounds before
breskfast, let the oxen feed, then eight rounds before dinner snd eight
rounds after dinner, that made thirty six miles a day. After brezsking
twenty acres, he had to build a barn. Sod wes the material used at
that time for berns. He built a barn 20x30 feet. Sod was used as
brick end sand was the mortor. Crutches brought from the Sheyenne River
were put in the center to hold up the roof which was made by putting
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poles across and brush on top of the poles. The shanty was sod up to
the window. It looked like a fortress. When there was 2 real hard
blizzard sometimes the windows would block up with snow and they could
not tell whether it was dasy or night until they shoveled thelr way out
doors. They kept a shovel in the house every night in cese they should
drift in they could work their way out. The doors had to swing to the
inside always. One morning the pioneer opened the door and it was all
drifted in. He had to shovel the snow all into the shanty till he got

& hole out and then shovel it all out agein in order to get out. The
barns most generslly had s hole on the top for them to crawl in for it
often times was impossible to get by the door. Feed was kept inside the
barn. Binder twine was stretched between house and barn to guide them
to and fro in storms. Winter set in early in October, 1882. Provisions
were lald for the winter from.Valley City. The winter was extremely
severe. The wind blew herd every day most generslly three days from
northwest and for e change from the southeast for three days. It was

so cold sometimes sixty degrees below zero. Every naill inside ths shanty
had a head of ice formed the size of a silver dollar much thicker in

the center than the outer edge. During the night when the fire was out
everything froze hard on the wsll and cellimg when the fire was started
in the morning it begen to thaw and mede the floor wet, dripping from
the ceiling.

Watering the cattle during the winter was rather a hard task the
weter haed to be pulled up out of the well in buckets. Standing at the
well was not so easy on asccount of the cold snd storm in the early part
of the winter but he hsd to change his method when the stock went to

drink they froze their noses white and ran sheking to the barn from the
cold.

The long winter kept 211 folks st home. Not being prepared for
such a long hard winter the pioneer family ran out of flour and food.
By this time Cooperstown had been built up. Mr. Micheselis wanted to
go to town every day but it was so stormy all the while thet 1t was
impossible for him to get there.

The fuel they used was wood. When they were short of wood they
used five foot long slough hay. Mr. Micheelis took bundles into the
shack at night, went to work and twisted 1t by hend into & solid chunk
and piled these up 2nd put them in the stove as they were needed. Others
took straw and screening. When they ceme to town their clothing had 2
veculisr odor from screening. When they had s day of forty below zero
“They would say 1t wes a fine day. Often times the chimneys would freeze
up and the lignite soot would run down from the chimney onto the roof
and into their windows when it thawed 2 1little during some days.

The pioneer tells of Mr. R. C. Cooper's wheat caravans in the fsll
of 1882. Early in the morning one could hesr the rumbling of wagon
wheels and mule teams. There would be a string of loads s £ far as
he could see sahead of wheat headed for Sanborn. Mr. Cooper being the
most prominent man in the vicinity wss the man for whom Cooperstown was
named.
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The first crop rsised in 1883 was a poor one. It did not rain
t11l the third dey of July and the wheat looked very poor.

Harvest weg very late in September. The pioneer cut his wheat in
October and threshed in November. Wheat wes forty cents o bushel,
There were not very many threshing mechines. The grain was run into
one half bushel and put 1n sacks then loaded on the wagons. It took
three men to do thet. There were no grasin tanks at that time.

That summer the railroad track was bullt as far as Cooperstown.
Then their meil was brought up by train.

When Mr. Michaells came to Dakots there was an sbundance of buffslo
bones laying on the prairie. People with double wagon box picked the
bones, then brought them to Cooperstown and sold them at ten dollars a
ton. The buffelo paths were szlso njymerous.

There was lots of good game. Large white cranes, a besutiful bird,
and elso the grey crane, some swsns, and wild geese by the thousand,
of verious colors, gray, white, and black. In spring when they came
from the south they would light on the fields and cover at times a whole
quarter section. The geese were hard on the people's crops. They
picked up the seed and ate the young plant also. Prsirie chickens were
plentiful. There were slso any number of song birds, a good meny of
which have become extinct. One dey sbout one o'clock Mr. Michselis saw
three nice deer coming up the road although deer were scarce even in
the early eighties. There lots of wolves and foxes.

The court house for Griggs County was buiit in the summer of 1884.
The material see brought up by teams, & good part of it in the winter
by sleigh in 1886-1887.

Mr. Michaelis was married at Egensville, Onterio, Cansda in 1868
to Miss Berthe Grave. The ploneer 1s still living and hss six children
who are all married. They are Herman J. Micheelis, Hannaford, N. Dszk.,
Mrs. Luther Rowly, Davidson, Sasskatchewan, Canade, Mrs. William Trost,
Jessle, N. Dek., Mrs. George Stevens, Cooperstown, N. Dek., Ernest
Micheaelis, Hannaford, N. Dek. znd Pasul Michaelis, Hannaford, ..N. Dsk.
The deceased are the pioneer's wife, Mrs. Edward Micheselis =nd two
daughters, Miss lathilds Michselis, and Mrs. lMartha Husel.

Mr. Edward Micheelis is at present eighty five years of age and
-8t111 actlive, drives his car and enjoys life. He has & besutiful home
on Lenham Avenue and Twelfth Street, Cooperstown, N. Dak.



@ i

IS

R

PIONEER BIOGRAPHY
Edward Michaelis

The pioneer whose biography I have chosen to write is Mr. Edward
Michaelis.

Mr. Edward Michaelis was born-September twelfth, 1842 at
Geilenfelde by Fricleberg in der Neumark Regirungs bezirk Frankfurt
in Germany. Due to the hard times he had in Cermany he came to the
new world to seek a better living in 1882.

He had some relatives at Valley City and in corresponding about
Dakota territory decided to come to the rolling prairies to make his
new home. When ¥r. Michaelis came the twentv second day of Varch to
Valley City, which had been called Northington, there was so much
snow around the buildings that they had to sit down on the large
snowbanks and slide in order to get down to the door. Later on it
began to thaw and lots of water accumulated and finally the ice
blocked up in the Sheyenne River and it caused a flood, so that the
whole town was under water. He bought an ox team and Da]d three
hundred and twenty five dollars for four and one hundred and twenty
dollars for two cows. Mr. Michaelis then left Valley City for Griggs
County but when they came to Denning crossing on Bald Hill Creek
thev could not cross, the current being so strons and the creek so
deep and wide, so they unloaded what lumber thev had and went to
Valley City. They stayed for five days and tried again but could
not getthrough then either. The third time theyv went by Dazey towards
what is Hannaford now and the Northern Pacific section house by Jack
Mills and reached the pioneers homestead with very little trouble
in a2 short time. Mr. Michaelis hired a surveyor to measure his land
which was Southeast ¢ of section 8, township 145, and range 59. The
next thing was to put up a house and in order to do that he had to
get lumber. He started in the morning with four oxen to Valley City
to get some lumber for a claim shanty fourteen by sixteen. He wanted
to move his family up to the homestead before the cold weather set in.
Before he could get ready it became cloudy and black looking in the
northwest and some one qaia they might have a blizzard. "Oh it
can't be," he said, for it was by this time the nineteenth o+ May.

He drove down to the valley to get some seed potatoes at three dollars
and fifty cents a bushel. When he started back from town the storm
was so fierce that he could not go along side of his oxen for large
gravel stones flew in his face. He had to hide himself behind the
wagon and let the oxen go. When he came to the place where he stopped
it was so cold and such a blizzard as he hed never seen in all his life.

Soon he began to make preparations for Dlant1hg Fe struck out
a piece of land three fourths miles long to break for 1883 crop. He
had four good oxen and a good sixteen inch plow. He made eight
rounds before breakfast, let the oxen feed, then eight rounds before
dinner and eight rounds after dinner, that made thirty six miles a
day. After brea&1n§ twenty acres, he had to build a barn. Sod was
the material used at that time for barns. He built a barn 20x30 feet.
Sod was used as brick and sand was the mortor. Orutches brought
from the Sheyenne River were put in the center to hold up the “roof
which was mede by putting poles across and brush on top of the poles.
The shanty was sod up to the window. It looked like a fortress. When
there was a real hard blizzard sometimes the windows would block up
with snow and they could not tell whether it was day or night until
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they shoveled their way out doors. They kept a shovel in the house
every night in case they should drift in they could work their way
out. The doors had to swing to the inside always. One morning the
pioneer opened the door and it was all drifted in. He had to shovel
the snow all into the shanty till he 26%t a hole out and then shovel

it all out again in order to get out. The barns most generally had

a hole on the top for them to crawl in for it often times was im-
possible to get by the door. Feed was %ept inside the barn. Binder
twine was stretched between house and bern to guide them to and fro

in storms. Winter set in early in October 1822. Provisions were laid
for the winter from Vallev City. The winter was extremely severe.

The wind blew hard every dav most generally three days from northwest
and for a change from the southeast for three davs. It was so cold
sometimes sixty degrees below zero. Every nail inside the shanty had
a head of ice formed the size of a silver dollar much thicker in the
center than the outer edge. During the night when the fire was out
everythingfroze hard on the wall and ceiling when the fire was started
in the morning it began to thaw and made the floor wet dripping from
the ceiling.

Watering the cattle during winter was rather a hard task, the
water had to be pulled up out of the well in buckets. Standing at :
the well was not so easy on account of the cold and storm in the early
part of the winter but he had to change his method when the stock
went to drink they froze their noses white and ran shaking to the
barn from the cold.

The long winter kept all folks at home. Not being prepared for
such a long hard winter the pioneer family ran out of flour and food.
By this time Cooperstown had been built up. Mr. Michaelis wanted to
g0 to town every day but it was so storm all the while that it was
impossible for him to get there.

The fuel they used was wood. When thev were short of wood they
used five foot long slough hay. . Mr. Michaelis took bundles into the
shack at night, went to work and twisted it by hand into a solid
chunk and piled these up and put them in the stove as they were
needed. - Others took straw and screening. When they had a day of
forty below zero they would say it was a fine day. Often times the
chimneys would freeze up and the lignite soot would run down from the
chimney on to the roof and into their windows when it thawed a little
during some days.

The pioneer telle of ¥r. R. C. Cooper's wheat caravane in the
fall of 1882. =Early in the morning one could hear the rumbling of
wagon wheels and mule teams. There would be a string of loads as
far as he could see ahead of wheat headed for Ssnborn. r. Cooper
being the most prominent man in the vicinitvy was the man for whom
Cooperstown was named.

The first crop raised in 1883 was a poor one. It did not rain
ti1ll the third day of July and the wheat looked very poor.

Harvest was very late in September. The pioneer cut his wheat
in October and threshed in November. Wheat was forty cents a bushel.
There were not very many threshing machines. The grain was run into
one half bushel and put in sacks then loaded on the wagons. It took
three men to do that. There were no grain tanks at that time.

That summer the railroad track was built as far as Cooperstown.
Then thelr mail was brought up by train.

When Mr. Michaelis came to Dakota there was an abundance of
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buffelo bones laying on the prairie. People with double wagon boxes
picked the bones, then brought them to Cooperstown and sold them at
ten dollars a ton. The buffalo paths were also numerous.

There was lots of good game. Large white cranes, a veautiful
bird and also the grav crane, some swans, and wild geese by the
thousand, of various colors, gray, white and black. In spring when
they came from the south they would light on the fields and cover
at times a whole quarter section. The geese were hard on the people's
crope. They picked up the seed and ate the young plant also. Prairie
chickens were plentiful. There were also any number of song birds,
a8 good many of which have become extinet. One day about one o'clock
Mr. Wichaelis saw three nice deer coming up the road although deer
were scarce even in the early eighties. There were lots of wolves
and foxes. ‘

The court house for Griggs County was built in the summer of 1884
The material was brought up by teams, a good part of it in the winter
by sleigh in 1886-1887.

Mr. Michaelis was married a2t Egensville, Ontario, Canada in 1868
to Miss Bertha Grave. The pioneer is still living and has six
children who are all married. They are Herman J. Michaelis, Hannaford,
N. Dak., Mrs. Luther Rowly, Davidson, Saskatchewan, Canada, Mrs. Willia
Trost, Jessie, N. Dak., rs. George Stevens, Cooperstown, N. Dak.,
Ernest Michaelis, Hannaford, N. Dak., and Paul Michaselis, Hannaford,
N. Dak. The deceased are the pioneer's wife, Mrs. Edward Micheelis
and two daughters, Miss Mathilda Michaelis, and Mrs. Martha Fusel.

Mr. Edward Michaelis is at present eighty five years of age and
still active, drives his car and enjoys life. He has a beautiful
home on Lenham Avenue and Twelfth Street, Cooperstown, ¥. Dak.

_____ Walter Yichaelis

{0
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The Pioneers: One Man’s Stnry Of The Early

by Edward Michaelis

In the summer of 1883 the
railroad track got ready as far
as Cooperstown. Then we icould
get our mail brought up to Co-
operstown by train. I am sorry
but I can’t say who was the
first post master in Cooperstown.

There was 'a mail route com-
ing from Sanborn to Mount
Clair, located on Sec. 20-145-59,
at Duncan Sinclair’s place and
Mr. Duncan Sinclair was post
imaster. Mr. Arthur Sinclair was
Imail carrier from Mount Clair
to New Rockford, going by my
place on sec. 8-145-59. I mind
that sometimes there was such
a blizzard that I thought it was
impossible to find the road, but
he would come out of the snow
mist. I could sée him for a rod
or two, then he was gone in the
‘mist again. I wondered many
fa time how he could find the
‘road. He had a brown pony
about 800 pounds, no bridle on
at all, so the pony took all the
|responsibility on himself and
(carried the mail for Uncle Sam,
iwith Archie in co-operation. Be-
fore that line had been estab-

'lished we got our mail brought

up from Sanborn by Mr.
Cooper. The ware house Was hhe
temporary post office and Al
Shue or Billy Lenham were post-
masters.

‘When I first came to Dakota
there were plenty- of buffalo
bones lying on the prairies. Peo-
ple went out with double box
wagon ,picked them up, brought
them to Cooperstown and sold
them at $10 a ton. There were
plenty of buffalo paths where
they had travelled. I found
some bones that had been saw-
ed—for steak probably by the
hunters. S

There was lots of good game.
I could see these great big
white icranes—a beautiful bird—
and also the gray crane. There
were some swans, too, and wild
geese by the ten thousands—
various colors, gray, white, black.
In spring when they came from
the south they were meoving for
more than a whole month, and
when they sat down it covered
at times a whole quarter sec-
tion. I once opened my barn,
I thought some of them would
go in, but they did mot. They
were hard on people’s crop, by|

picking up the seed and eating

the young plant also. Prairie!
chickens were plentiful. There
were some birds at that time
you don’t see any more.

One day at about 1 o’'clock I
saw three nice deer coming up
to my place, close by. Ed Han-
son fired a shot at them, but did
not hit them.

My daughter Mathilda found
a wild goose nest wilith five eggs,
brought them home and set a
hen and hatched them out. They
grew up and we had ilots of
amusement with them.

There were lots of wolves and
foxes and some lynx too.

‘Now it is no more than right
to show what kind of people we
had in this land of Dakota Ter-
ritory. As wsoon as South and
North were divided and became
a state, we went to work and
made N. Dakota prohibition, and
it has stood for that up to this
day. Before it was a state at
least three or four saloons were
in Cooperstown, and drug stores
all sold intoxicating liquor, but
they had to get out after the
election. That lhas been a ‘b!ess
ing to the state.

1In 1896-97 I believe we had trw

most snow:and storms.. On.the

28th day of October it began to
rain and on the 29th when we
came out in the morning it was
a regular blizzard and it kept
on until the snow was that deep
that trains could not run. They
had to shovel all along the track
till they had a big snow ditch,
and the next blizzard made it
worse then it was before. The

worst of it was there was no|

eoal at home. So I went out with
two teams and had about 500
pounds of coal to the load and
kept on that way until we had
a road by driving on it every
day. [But before I could do that
we wunhitched the team and
drove them through without the
sleigh.

I went that year to Canada. I
had a man hired—Andrew Han-
son. He said to me, “You can igo
and have your visit and don’t
worry. I will take good care of
everything.” And he did, too.

And when we came back in
the spring of 1897 and came as
far as Fargo, people said we
could not get through to Coop-
erstown, and I noticed when in
the coach that there was so
much snow on the track that the

earwasmnmngwsmwchonhhe,

hard snow as on the rails. The
conductor asked us if we did not
know that there was so much
snow and said, “You can’t get
through to Cooperstown.” And
so it was. We had to lay over
at Sanborn for a whole week.
They tried every day with the
snow plow—run it as far as they
could and then shovel it out,
until finally the rotary machine
got orders to clean up the road
to Cooperstown. - And that did
not go so easy. When the rotary
was as far as a little beyond
Dazey they got orders to come
back. They were needed on the
main line. But they were beyond
so far that they could not come
back before they came to Coop-
erstown to use the turn table.
Now that was good for us for
there were quite a bunch gath-
ered at Sanborn. We had no
money. The R. R. Co. started
to take icare of us, but there
were some fellows who got
themselves some whiskey and
got drunk, and so we were all
turned out. They said that if
you have money for whiskey you

can pay your own bill too. So

meet Mr. Cox. He knew me and
I asked him if he could let me
have some money. “Yes, Ed,”
he said, “all you want” So I
got all I needed.

Then we came to Cooperstown, .
and also to the farm. The build-
ings were so drifted in, the snow
reached as high as to touch the
shingles on the roof. I thought
that we would have a real flood
when the snow melted in the
spring. But no, the ground was
not frozen and the water went
in as fast as it thawed. The
crop was not much good that
year because mo frost in the
ground. The water trickled down
before it was ripe, and that is
what it always does when we
have mno frost in the ground.
Now I think I will quit. This
goes as far as to ﬁhe summer of
1897.

The climate had changed
wonderfully from 1882 to 1927,
and the people need four times
as much money as we did.

Now good bye until later.

Walter my boy, take good
care of this. I want it back if
you get through with it.

there we 'wea'?. I happened to
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mngﬁing it began 1o €han end wede the ilgar xﬁt dxgpaasg'fxau tna
g8 i-ngv 2
. A%atering the cattle during wintar woe rathar 4 harﬁ ﬁ&sk tha snter
T 'neg to be puilpd up owt of the weli in buckets. Standing ut the well
Lt wae not 86 eedy on asctount of the cold and atorm in the eénrly part
e ; of Ahe wihter put he hed 40 c&angs hie meihod mhen the stock went o
7 Y dmink they frate their noses white snd ren. ehaking to the barn from

£ tlie opld,
235 $1h¢ lang‘minttr'tcpt ll £01&3 ut home. 3&1 baing yrepaxaﬂ for :&é&
g 8 long Bard winter the pioneer faaily ren out of flour and food.

)‘ . By shis time Qooperstown had been built up, ¥Mr, Wichaelis wanted ga;.;;:_
g IR to town every dny but 1t wae &0 atermy all tka *h&le tbat it taa T
E ~imponcible for him to. get thara. : . =5
B The fuel they ueod wae wood, When Shey wore short of wood tbey‘nunﬁy“
| . five fost long slough hey. Mr, Wichsells took bunfles into the ehes
R st alent powent to work and twlsted it by hand fato & solid ehunk and
oo plled thess up end put thes AR the atove ax they werc needed. Others
Bital s
|

took straw and soreening. When they Osme to town their cletbing had

a»peaulia: BasT frﬂs*scregning. when they had s day 81 fortly ‘below

2ero they would say 1t wae = Tine day, Olten §¢ma§ the enimneys “ﬁﬁii
. freeze up wnd the liguite soot would run domm fros the chimney on ia
e Aeke weat snd intv(thQXr w;a&aws whém 15 tﬁaxeé 5 li%tls dﬁring sone.

&73- ¥
PJ ,4%53 pianﬁig,t&ils of ¥r. B, & ceoper't uﬁeaﬁ @;:ggana u tha fail-ef
S 1883, - Perly'in the morning one gould hesr ibe rumbling of weeon ..
7. wnekls snd mule Seams, There would be 2 atring of lowds &s far aa i
ot ke could see shicad of wheat headed for aanbarn, ¥y, Gooper belng the
e uaat grgzinent asn in the viczniﬁg AE the man fﬂr whox caagart#ewa
ol S #eE ham
e Thk firet orop raisgﬁ in 1&33 wan & poor ana* Xﬁ‘ﬁi&)ﬁﬁt 2&in $i11~,
o _o%ne phird dey of July and the wheat looked very poor,
 Farvert wae very l=te in September. The pilonecr cut his :haat iﬁ
Ggtabor snd threshed in Nevember. Fheat was Torty gshits o Eﬁaﬁel.
Tha:e ware not vary meny threshing aschines: . ?hg,gzaiﬂ f. rva 1ato
.ome hslf buehel and put in sscke then 1saded on the wasons, It 93k
: %hx&s men to 46 that.. Thers were us grain fsnkg 3l’§§gt,ti§aa.w. D
A That suswer the railrsad track wes bullt ze fgf a8 ﬁaaﬁtxatana 8
;~“;&jix meil weg brought up by traing ‘ :
x4 "<4‘ en Ny, ¥idhzelis cawe o Dakois fhexs #@s~an aﬁuﬁgsaaa of %%ff&iﬁ
& km@sﬁ layins aa,t%@ 3:&&:1#* Péople with douvle wezon box pi
» t_nh,,_,q,,ﬁgss’ purh %ham %@ aﬁpﬁrstﬁﬁn aﬁaisazﬁ thex at 'ﬁﬁ
meTOUT,
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