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Jdr"G.M; l l r Ey LuetLle HlLlr, $randdeughter of
$ohl,r Srahan HlLl"s *

JnF. Srahs.m Stl" ls1 $laneer of lTorth Dakota,, vri ,s born in the

grovlnee of, Quebee, 0, ns,der on Xr*y ?s; lgs4, about ruldway betwean

Xoxtreal. nnd Quebec. $G vrag t i :e eldoet sf twel.ve chlLdrert, i i f  whom

fot l r  were boya;  . Iohu Rober t l  l tav id l  and Sarnest ,  nnd e lght ,  $ iere g l r lor

Xaer  Smtar  Mel lssap . fennlep Rnr :helo Oeoginar  Kaucie i lnd Jess le.  At

preCIent  a lL  &re l iv lng except  three s ls ters l  Snma,  I lachel  i * .nd Maud-e,

John M1L19 st*yrid on the farm untl l  he wl,t j  i ;wenty-oi le yeers of

&8€r vrhere he hrid to hel.p eulrport the lnr*ge family. In 1g?$r he took

Horace  OreeLey to  r i dv i ce r  t $o  Kes t r  goung  uan l r  s ,nd .  l e f t  f o r  On ta r to .

At t,he t lme he left home lre was twenty-f ive dsLLars 1n debt.

He La,nded i.n the count of Pert;rn state of Ontari.ol €,$ong a group

of goodl subrtr"ntial" farmaf,sp who $rere of Srr1rl- iah, Germa,n ancl $cotch

doscen t .  X r .  t r t [ I e  s l , r i t es  t ]H l t  t hese  peop}e  w€re  t l ne  bes t  f a rmers

he h ln ever  had the p leasure of  meo: t ln6.  T i rey lsere r ie l l  po$t td  j .n

good etock ur l is ing as vre l . l  r i .s  good agr lcuLtura l  i l€r r  I t  wr  s  whi le

work i .ng hore that  he received h j .s  t re . in ing in  how to ra. ise good sf ;ock,
'  

He wi s here for rr.bout six ur soycn ye(; i .rs and then sti i ;r tet i  farthef

w e s t .

H r "  M l l l e f  e  fa the r r  W l l l l am } , f l l l ep  wr . , , bo rn  j . n  1 ;he  n t * te  o f  l r e -

l"and arrd oamo to America v"hen eight yeers of aEe. II ls mfr her; Hr;beL

Grahas rnng of Bcotch pn,renti lge.

Hlo grandfather,  Ro,;ert  t r f l l ls ,  w&er an old Br l t lsh

received a governuent grant of  land for i r lE services in

Botb grand.fa,thers were ploneera in a wsoded country.

In 1.9Ct6r tf, l l* slnd Hrs. WlLLtan Mll1e rel"ebre.ted theLr gol.den weddin8

annl.vers&f-:/. Al.L the chil.dren r"ere hoxae for the occa.slon and once more
the famtly weru gathered nround the h*ppy famlly c i.rclep each one tel1.lng

of his sr her adventurea in Ltfe whlle ewey fronn homey but nJ,ne ruenths

Iater, this fe"nlly cLrel.p waa broken rrheil t i :re rnother pass{:d. awny. .Iugt
thirteen ysa,re Leter, ln L i l9r the father pn,oeed ts&y. soth nere otr the
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old honeetead at tbe tlure..

?hlnk ng l i fe rould be eaeler on the pralr i .e,  he sterted fc,r 'Dakota

tn I*Ss, But dtd not rrr ive here unt l l  Harch g6r l "8$t ,  ne he epent t .hc

wlstev lu Htchtgeoc slen mJ. Xfffu lcr,nded i.* Saabortml$, ffift1 the ftrat

Bers$n ho met was Hr.  RoJ. l ln C* 0,operf  s"uo[her of ,  our o]"d Pioneercr whe

haol  ln the years s lsce the, f roved. to be ra t ruo f r lond lndeed, Xany

erf tho klnd deedc the,t have been rentLersd. b.r ffr. CooBer. X s,E 6are none

r iL]  fo ' 'get  them.

l l f , .  Coopcr opent aLl  sf , ,h is best dayo on the pralr le Lnnds of ,  Ssrth

Da&ota a,nd even rtow, when the birds return hare j"n the alir in6r lfr. Cooper

aleg returns to spend hte sunmer vacs,tlon tn Cooperstownr t * town whteh

v{{ng nfi,med r,fter hlm. Hig urtntr:r monthar &rer however, epent ln tha

sunny south i.n the state of SLorlda.

, t rohu Mi. l }o,  before roturnlng to Canada, drew up a oontrnct l  bought

the l,umber rnd pald the ci,rpenters for hutvi.ng s, houee buiLt that faIl oo

tbnt when he returued wlth hle brlde ln thc foLlovrJ"ng ysrr,,.rr f i. ne"r house

would be awelt ingr. , l renn. 3ut ' ,hen he l r*nd"ed here Ln the oirr tng of  188P1

no house wan to be se{in, The earpentern thor-rght thEr,t r.,. i  lorrg r;s he wag ,

not retunnlng for a yeiir the.lr would hr,.as ip).enty of t lnet but t)rey h; rl t*.ken

too much for grr*nt .

fhe f i rst  t i r lng l f i r .  Ml l l "s dld wsre onl}  ln t l re relghbor": :  to hetp htm

build hie houeet a"t tqhleh th.ey agreed, to do i.f, !f ir. MilLls would bofi,rd the

&eR untlL the houss nfo bullt. Of course that rould br ehesp ce.r$enterst

so rLthlt l o, ,*eek the new houg€ rvels completed*

Sohn Sll"}s wn.s married. Sarch l$r lSSAr tu Xary 0. Sletoher* Mtss

gleteher l lved ln St. [erryrs, Ontarl.ol Oanadap fi. l td vr*.s one of three

chil.dren. Sho had one broth*F; Stl.I"te& oX.d*rr and sne brother; &eorgc,

younger .  .

At  the age'sf  thtr teen her pother dled and the reapon**bt} l ty af

tek,ng cff,re of har younser brother , fell on herr
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Sbe was of, Sngl{nh parentnge nnd her 5larent$ wr':ss Flonrers sf the

Provinee of  Ontar io.

lfanr a time the d,oer and. the aittgLope woul.d ssun€ tl$ ts the wooden

fence n. d stand ri.nd, s*,tuh the di f.ldren at pL;iy ln thb ynrd.

In ths aprtng of I88*r Mr. H111s1 and. Suncan $1neLii i3' p wLth theLr

fBrn ,r ' ul"prinent et*"rted for the ;lratrl* Ianda of H. Dak. fhree l,. 'ecks

1E,tcf l  Krs" f f l l l "s smd Hrs.  Duncs,n Slnclalr  crLme. Mx. S1. l lg a, ,d Hf, .

$inclalr s;..rne wlth &,n {rxcurai.6n of nbout thlrty luml.grrr.ntn. Tirey tra.veL-

i.d on ti 're Srllnd frunhl Mlahl.gan Conter; f ihi.caego lforthlester a.nd S$r'thern

Serr:lf lo rallLroada* fhoy' were fi.ve elnd *r hrr.lf dayg CIn the rori"d. Svsry*

thtn& i r :e i l t  f tno unt lL the l lor thern Paci f lc  t r r : , inr  ptr l l rd l ,n too somevrherr ,

near the $cutbern Bsi , ' t  of  Xlnnesotsrr  3ut  Ft :verr th&lese1 the excurslon

reached^ Senborn ln goor l  condi t ionr

Stren l[r '  Mt].]"e e*qd irr. $inclr, lr came through, frou $rinborn ts l{anni.l-

$rdr they hs;d to br*rrk the luei 'before they aouLd cr$s$ the SoLd El l . l  creek

and get up t,o thel,r farms.

Ykren Sra'  Sincl"sLr nvrd Urs.  l f lL ls ; "eeiched Snbornr the:r  hr ,d t ,s otop

at the Wf T" ffs0uLloek houe ln $g bornr &s tt iey had no lroine t* go to eg

yet* i l f,. i l l l ls tel.egraphed the two women nnd toLd thenr not to come yet

at nelther houe wss fl.nluhed, but as the depot r:gent forgot tc, truke the

*idd.resa of  } [ rs.  Ml lLa;  he r j ld not k; :o, l r ,where to send i t  to n- l ,ncl  eo he nn'yer

sent the te}"egraun at a.I}* So the women cs,ms. 0nly one';leek wcrs Fj;ent

ln Sanborn ,'.;:$d tlrsn they ca,ns Korth to Eanni,fordl to socutr)y thel.r own

neg horse.

fhe hoaoo ln wl i tch ! [ rs"  Sl l ls ' , ,ent  fn \ f f ; .e constcinred, an nup-to-da.tep,

houae { i8 l t  w.e the f i ret  two-etory houoe ln thnt  eomruntty,  I f  we shsu. ld

s8e suoh a houge todny ws tr6u1d harrtly t}:ink it rlt for a grrina.ry t,o .rs*iy

Rothlng *f a hou;rs. The kl.tehen fnoor wr,s one w eLe by niitu.re rr.nd ruost

orer}nvhere you lookedr ttre sunS.lght woul.d be sh{nlng through tm;:.Ll erasks

ln the we.Ll. IB 1"8?4r *tr r*dd,it i"ou of four rCIrltus wetre bulLt on *.nd then

tt lscked ulore Llke a houee of a ctvlLlced l i i{ff/ &&B*
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In f,tmo 3Sx l8s$r a cs$r S!,Ltou Stbelbarts w*e b*rn* Uie boyhood, , "

Or*yr w6!'G aBent . t hoai*e unttX the igo of twent3r-thr*e, when he .left home *nd

rtartes n f,ers sf h{s o*u Jurt o*ts*hn,lf xtLe wrent af the old homest*. d,

Wtren he uoved to frer fo$h stats in 1919r the pLaee ryr,.El rented, to Robert

Pfttenger, rho mo* reej.deu eu the plac*n

Sm $amrrirf 11 191i[r he wns &{nrrl,ed to lf iaude Parrlsh of lL]tset*. [o

ehi,ldren h,i iye been born to thenx but th6y hr,ye adopte{ two boyer

$*ptomber lSr LS3S, c* daughterr [r br*l Slltabeth wrln born to Mrr &trd ',"

Krsr f,ohn Xtllsn $er ysunger l lfe sae spent a.t home. At the &ge sf f lfteen

she left for l l tnneapoJ"to; where she attended hlgh sc]rbo]r Aftnr f infs,h*. , r

ing her four yc&rfi of hlgh school slie spent olls p€r;"r elt the fugi,o gonservattrrf

at $'argo. $ is thsn taught truslc s"nd drswtng for sne y6{,ir at Cavalier

aud the f,oltewl,ng yea,r she taught hfgh schoo:. ot Haunaford, for e perlod of

three uonths., The next $se,Fs l?18| ehe wrls married to [r" fr]. l  lF. parker,

of  X;ke l i l t l le l  IOwr, , ,  One chi ld l  JeE.ne Sini f r*dy rF&B bor,r  to them,

.A,pr l l  ?2r 1S88p * th l rd et i l ld l  Seorgo Sl . l l tam wais born to Sr.  nmd f f rgr

Jehn Uil ls. AJ.l" his ltfo h{..s been o;lent on the ol.d homester.dr now

loca.ted three nnd ons hatf  n iLer north of  Hannerford.  0n nr.reh 61 ISl t ,  he

wal unlted ln nearrlage to Veda 3. $helfterd of Sooperotown* Sorth Do,kote,.

To thenr four chl ldren hr. .ve been bornt  l ,uei l le Mae, Florenee Eleanor,

Xeanneto Tvelyn,and John Rodney.

Xareh 5S, 19l.nr Mf . nnd trf ira. John Hll. j.a muved. to torrn and h; ve etncs, nade

theLr home thsne.

Slren John ff{Llc ceffie to occupy hts 6r*nt of landl it ur,s net sgrveyedr

so ha h d tonU{t te: ,1oo* l t .  &t l  l re had, receLved wes & isquaters Rlght i l r  4. I

He had t'o d+ hlo own eurveylng &; lt vas only aurveyed tn son*lh*p*r ;cd::B*t

tn 3=ef ianog.

"ben 
the land wac rurveyed for stsetlonEr the e*etloa tln* wr*a put.

threugh the beuscr. It went thuough a, $ludow *n* then out through a doorp

but shen the sureeyorg notl*ed this they w*nt bnck and nurvey*d, the ltne

sYels agaln and thl.e tlan* ths l.lne ra* put abent tvs rods frsu the bach d.ssr

.t4*



s tep.

After $ufy trg# 1889, tbe housatead ws.a l.aoatod, tn Srf.gga Sountyy

Bal"d gll"l, Townahlp L48, scettsn 88 and, 88, r*ng6 S0,

Sbr fnmers sb$ wanted to ftlo on .Lend tn Sry*h Dekota had. to go

to Sergo to reeelve ihal"r rLghtn. Iy'.onder to bo ths flr*et one to 6et

hla papeno, Sohn ffiilI"s olept tn thsrrtnd.or of the Land offl,ee butldltng

ln Fango aLl nlght* Bc wsntsd to he the fir.et one 1n S*trd Hlll to

reselve hls cLslm.

|Fho filllowlng years, ho put out two trec eJ.sr.ms, oech connist{,ng

of ton agneur but both ysern Lt was a cornpleto falLure.

Xn the yss.n of, 18S5 there w6r€ no cropsr &s e settlsr" on ths other

slde of tho ilames R1ver wanted to aeo what a trlnalrls flre ras llksr Bo

he stanted a rtubble burntng Just nt the other std.e of the r'!.vot' bnnk, but

ar evsrythlng wao tbone dny" that yser, and. thc rtven wta vory Iow, thc

rparnka soon J.eaped over the eual.l strearii* As a nocult, the flne kopt

aproadlng end ftnetrly r"esul.tod ln a real pretrle flren fr.oh took all,

crops and evepytlng i.n tts path,

Xn 1886" Hr, SlLlsts c!:op sons!.sted of oLght shooko of rhoatn n

wgqolbarrow of potatooe and a few oats, whLch wene thneohed by So?en

Beyg. He threehod a1l forenoon of one d.ay and. dtd not get enoug[ oetn

to feed the mules whleh fsrs hauling eI1 the waber fot' ths naohl.ne. SIre

next y€ar the $amo land pr"oduced' wheat whtch av ragod twenty-1our bushel"s

to the BCr6r

gtre srsl) of 1888 res froae out; but es thene rae plenff of fead. no

thst nothLng suffered f$Enr [t.

Dunlng ths yoat's whlch followedr Borls wolre 
"ery 

p}'ospersus Ysers

and eone were very hsrd yeers, but sttll the faml1y wes happy e.s

thsre $as no sleknoss or hungny paop)"e.

From th* yeer Jolin X11Ls landed ln Ssrth Sakot*r tr* pl*ati"sed

dlvensldted fer.nJ.ng, fhlE was one of the hobbLes of the oanly famenst

b*rt few were verT auseessful, Xr, Utlla hough.? tht f,tret opn*ader tllet
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'wss 
dhlppsd tnts Gri,gga Gotrnty. $h* ftrst eombl.ndor trss b:rought

lrotno but no ono kntw how ts put 16 togethen" Flnally Hase Hauxar* wh6 hed

only drlven a connbLnder for lral"f a day, stanted Snrttlng lt tegothon,

SradualLy they found a pXaoe for evsry pleee and. tlte oonnblndor was reedy

fotr ugc.

fhe ftnEt blndor he bought wag a Planon whloh coet ontgfrneJ.ly

three*hundnod d*Ilar"a, but after nakl.ng a few offer*" the prlce wse

cut to twe*hundred end slxty doJ.J.epo. fhts proved to be e. good hLnder

though, es tt wae used for" fourtssa Jrsnrrs. Ho alsg bought e mowlng

nactrlne and a nako, which anounted to ono*hundred d"sJ.lsns*

.fonn Xllls heLped heuL the lunben whl"eh 'nes used to butld

the flnet house of CooXnrstown, A.t prseent the houso le Looated. n6ar

the counthouse " $he l,umber hsd. to be hauLed fnom $anbonn, whlch wa-s &

dLetance of twenty*etght ml.Lss from the homestead." s.nd. sbout thlrty-

ai,ght fi:om the pr.eacnt s!.te sf CooXrorstownr

Anyone con'r5.ng to Sorth Dekota had a hs.rd. tlne at f!.rst as tho

mcthode and. cuetoms of famrlng sere ontlrely d!.ffor:ent firom those of the

othen countr.i.es, Ao Ur. Mil i.g statsan trOood ootmeon sonsg went a Longer

ilays then somo lf tho pnoved thoorLes.n

In tr8801 wee tht last buffalo hunt" When tlm plonertf of tSI cane

hers, thone f,rsns no buffaX.or, Juat a Lot of boues, How6ver, thor.e woro

Blonty of dter and entelope no+nlng tbough the count::y. llrhers welro

alse plenty of geeocr One day the g€ese w6ro ro thtuk thet thsy coul"d

handl.y pLor through thoa, .l,notber day Sn. Mt].Ls ehot and woundod flve

slth tbe one shot*

She flnst post-offteo of thst ne!.ghbonlrood. was loeated at D*npea

$tnsl,alns. Fou:r nl.les nontb and ono ntLe west of Esnnaf,ond* .A,t pnoae*t

Anton Petnter Livea on tha pLae.e. lflhln poet*off!.ee was called Hount

CLalre, A few Sroa:*e Later' lt wss moved to the Icfsrther^n Paelfto ssctlon

hougs.

1Fha fLret eLectlon w$s heLd 1n J.888'

fi-
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Should they g.$v6 the eounty Se*t to Soope::stow$ sn Leew tt at FoBa.

lfhere was * blg pull. betwsen the two p)"a*oa but Soopenutorrr ftnelly

won sut and, the Counff $oat wes seved to ScoXr*ratovn. It wae not

uoved untll. 1S84, tho, aa the Courthouse was net ftnlshed uat!.l then.

the ftrst of floors of thls el.ect{on ssn6l Samc Sensbornr f,obn

Soughton end f,obn trll1e. lfihese thrse n6n $orkod ttl]- fLvs 0tclock

ln the rnonnlng meklng out the netunns for the sX.eet1on.

The flnat rrse$rds of L88S for Grl ge Oounty w6!ra kept [n one of R.

C. Sooperfs gnalnerys. f,tiey were kept her"o for onl"y ons yser though

&s the sounthouse was butlt the foLl.owLng fe&r r

D'-:nlng thLs ono year the treson rls wetra dlscovonod to be mLssLng twlce '

Fho flrst tj.ne they wene found at 0ooporstown. I'hc offtoerns hone had stoler

them rrom gopor *B thcy sented to look ovor the neeords. Lnater they wero

a'-eln mlssee filom the gralnery end Lt weE found that tho peoplo of Fopc

had etolea then fnom the $falraqy for tho ssms reesoltr However, when tho

offlclaLs of Eope retunnect thom to tlro graneryr thoy wers i"n porfeet

condltlon.

[rt. illl1s te].],s of ona tneldent where a ilran osrno nldLng peot hen

house shautLng thet tho Xndl.ans were cou.1n6* Not know!.ng whet to d'o

on wheno to htdg, oho deslded that the best thtng to do would bo to

Just etsnd. ln the d.oor-way and seteh for then, If she hld thay uoul-d.

Glnd her anSrnray. Late that afternoon, she ga$ a Slloup of hor"semon

comlng over: tho h111 at the Sor.th. Yeaf thet nuat bo them, but ec theF

dnos closer, she found tt to be l[r. Sooper and hls trsnr fhay wors

novL4g fr.om $anborn to Mr.. Cosports ranoh up by CooFsltstowrlr

Xn lgOS, John i{XI}s deci.dod that he wou}d ltks to ra!.ee oett}o,

Eo atanted wltb four hoed of pureEroad trereforf,l. Fron tho snall

beglnnlngr the hsard inereased to a good el"ae '

fx 191O, hn exhibited at the falr ln Fargo. In 191?r he *geLn

exhlblted all. anound the elncult and. waa tlren mad* one of tlre ohertar

mombers of ttrs $tste Falr Boandn and waa presldent of tha $ntggs

-.*?-



e oun*y Fat$ Aassst otLorl fo* nl"noto*s yeerc* nrlestng enly ono FaLr

ncetlng ln that t lua.

1&'hen Xr. Mllls l"eft the faru, ln LS}S* hl* y*ungest son bought

nll. of ttre gtock* $tnco thnn hs hee takon oha"rge o.f the Etoek nel"n*

lRg. At present he owns about stxty haad of, xanofsnrJs*

tYleen Beongo MllLs took over thn etoek" for a fem yoane ho exhLbtts{

at tbe fa1n" but LB tfule went on, there wss !ns$e wonk to do er.r tha f*m n
and' go the i.dae of Solng on wtth tho axh{bttlngl wau glven 11Sr end s!.nce

thsn ns exh!.bl&fng haa baen done.

At the Founth Annun} Pontuatt Sal.lery hold ln Fargo tn Lgp6"

Ur. HllLs wae one of the two non sf l{ort}r Dakote to have hLs pleture

hung Ln ths $addLt an* Slrloln Sbub SalL of fanro* !s, L. Rlchar{s of

Dloklnoon, $or.th DoJrote, was the other psxrson to be so honored.

Urr mlLls w&s olected to tho flall of Faee fon hls outstendtng

wotk tn Snylns'to better the agrlculturo in l{orth Dekote.

trurlng the yean l$giir there wsrs oight men who hadl{Lel:r pontralts

plnced, ln tho sall of, FeneS neunely, ,fames s. Bocar$, snand, sonhsg

John ChrlstJanson.r Sev; Salernl Iames B, Sovrer, Leoarartll sscar H. wllL,

Bfsnarekf Fnqnk $anfordn Va}ley Clty; Davj.d C1ark, Botteneauy and.

Sr S. SutLor of Ooopnnstown.

If both Mn* And, lllrn. d$hn il1lls kaep thoLr hsaLth and lernqlrn well,

t*ley expect to ceLebrate thsln Sold.en ?Yedd.tns .s,rmlversary next Jr.ene.

the Da'be falLe onbtr.l tS, lg$gr but srs they onpeet e.ll ths chil.dnenn

5randchi.Ld.ren, bnethers, oi.utere and ell nelatLon to st tend, tbey hnve

aat t'lre date fon somo*lnle 3n srrne, so ths.t al"l" san be presont.
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