Albert I. Monson

Tmn interview by Hannah Lende &
Aibvers I, Honson Was bom in Alanokee Co., Hauover tamah‘np,

Towa, May By 15867, ﬂiu paurents we e W«m emd mg;ebor Yonson.
Thers wars five boyu md two giris in the fanily. In 1537& they |
1aft Iow %‘u.m went to Km;tov*dw, Uinn. by covered wagon. Hare
thaey 111&2 fcnj two y roare whan they u%uf'tml 2o0* Dukosa mrritory,
185k, The Covered wagon was pulled by horaas S0 "?owo‘v City,
whatve they $raded the homsasn x'm.' & yoke of 6:&:’;. A Fompany of

W0 other wagons followad %ha wmucna-» .mhn Am«amn and Thoe

Hadlvo tson. The uhlldren md.ke& hﬂh&ni G Ny ‘tna the utcwk’.

B

The party acived in Dukc%& Soeritory Oct., 183 after o
8ix weeks jJoumey. Wven _Mmaoﬁ and Atmeson had besn %o Dakota

in the apring of 1881, Mven Monson had taken a

tead on

-

#ection °, Gt«nﬂéw zqnnsh‘!‘p, _é;;ﬁbﬂuicomty and A»'én‘won‘ helped
his bui2d @ hanty. The chanty was 14" by 36' and mate frow
~dogs, with bark and sod for root. A bam waw butlt o imi
througa ths wintar, for the lul’epc;k‘. T™his was doce when they
cane in Otmbﬁ ¢  They all @_t ;buh}}" atacking up wood etc. %o
presate for wintsr. Albart woﬁsod on the fums for George
Baﬁmrd for two weeks in November. In the wid de of Howeaber
with hls fathar, Owund Ophelm, and John _A\moﬁox;, he went to
Vail ey City for provisions for the winter. The teip tomt ‘them

four and one~hall days, the nen ﬁlﬂlg)lng outaula under the

wagon and Wy haystacks every night. 0O Sheir w }‘ _,: batk they
were 1n the midut of 4 prairde fire. "‘o GaY thomﬂ.vsa thay

1it the pralrie and folliowsd the i fe.  That's ene %ime Albert
waw wl !.‘a.id.. o 7 -

The aartng ef 1333 m Mam broks up theaz' land for



fartm The fitet two yeath ths‘v broke 1t with cattle. The

Bawe year Albert worked in Hayville fw James Knuison through

Jhaying, plowing, snd theesh tm; for flve mn%ha. He ¢ame buck

just before Chfiutu“' n

W
e

eh, 18483 ha want back %o work |
for Koulson again and wtayel there %11 the midile of Hovenber
when he want hack on thnv fume %0 iml;a his foliks, |
During the firvut years heve, the Mounuvons and the whole
neighbo ehﬁad would gathar at tho} different hones for dances.
They were heold once eveey week and nomﬂj}iﬁoa twice & week. The
neignborcs wo dd walk as fae au'\m_v:em miles %o @ dunce. They /
“are !ml:i in the homes of Jan ?arﬁn, John Qualay, Johw Amsson,
Ole Bjugstad, Watt Hilstad, and other houes. The fiddiers were
t&cuully Gilbert Qleon and Osmand Windlass, the latter living at

Boese river.

The ¢rops were good until mma when there was o {rost wnd
i P *Z; ? af

froze all the drons. The Bame yoar Albart startel ‘uming on

A7l
hA‘

hié men in section 3, Washbuen tomuhm.

June 24, 1390 he was nartled %0 Muthilda any by Rev.

8
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Larson at John Wy

Qualey's plaﬁa.  Albert lived on his farm
until 1393 whm he traded hic foem for a livery bam in Cmper-‘ ’
stown. After owalng the 1livery bamm a 11%%le over two vears
he tradad 1% fo? another faen :la» Lenors Sownship,

In 1893 Hr. Nonson waﬁwci for Ward and Luklken, dsalera in
machinsey at— Dak. unttl the spring of mwﬁ«nm he
startei in the Hwhmq business of hie owne In the vvupring of
1300 he s0id his interesis in the mathinery %o Julius Bm«. and

went 1nto the butcher bu inaas forgone yea In the & rAng at

180% he wt aul{1b.

\



611 1914 Mr. Monson moved to Cooperstown when he was elected
sheriff and held that position four years and then went back to
his farm.

In the spring of 1919 Mr. Monson built a new barn. A flood
came the same spring and drove the pigs and cattle out of their
sheds. The whole valley was flooded. People and cattle were
forced to move to higher land.

Six children were born to this marriage- Myrtle, 1891,
Flmer, 1893, Lillian (Mrs. ®d. Balkan), 1895, ®lma, 1898, Mrs.
Henry Hanson, 1900, and Melfred, 1207.



