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\ I:van anci. Ingeborg Sionson came from Norway wlth two of thelr
dhtLdren. The other seven $/ere born in Alamakee County near Decorah,
Iowa. $ix boys and three glrl-s, all of whom are st1ll l iving except
&iuns, the o1d.est, who dled ln March 1926. He left a vulfe and three
chl ldren, the oldest of  whlch ls ten years oId.

Svan &ionson emlgrated to North Dakota tn L881. He left Io' lsa on
iiccount of the chtnch bug and. grasshoppers eatlng up aL1 the crops and
also because of the fnee land ln Dakota. ile came up ln tbe suxsner of
LBBL and staked out hls Land and bull-t a dugout wlth Logs for a roof.
Hls clalnrL$ soven nlLes west of where FlnJ.ey now is. IIe brought hls
fanli.y up here ln the fall. He came as far as Mlnnesota wlth horses
and then traded hls horses for a yoke of ox€or They came from thene
ln a pralrle sehooner. The four old.er boys walked all the way with
thelr father, whlLe the youngest boys and the glr1s and their mother
rode most of the w&;rr ALbert I monson was then fourteen yoars oLd.
He was born ln 186?. There were nany of the o1d ploneers alread.y here.
Omand Ophelm calne ln 18?9. Qua1ey and lvar Selm came in 18uO and.
John lianson B$udstad and, Anneson cane in L881.

The flrst year they ralsed. wheat and other grains, ancl the flrst
year they needed. aL1 the gralns for  food and feed. They got alL thelr
fuel ln the woods on the $heyenr:e Rlver about two mll-es west of thelr
place. ! ' lheat v,, 'as then about 6A{ a bushel ancl the other grains were
ntuch lovror. Thoy used a cradle to cut the gralns and they sowed by
hand.. The first reaper they used, they had to tle the bundles by hand.
fhey cost close to it3g9. They had to have two men to run thern. They
had to go to Valley Clty for provlslons, and lt took three and a hal-f
d.ays to make the trip. They got their mail frorn Pontland.. They got
lt once a week. A nan would go on skls ln wlnter and bnlng baek al-l
the ma1l for  the nelghb6rs.  The f l rst  wlnter was a hard. .one. They
had many bllzzards ard. some narrowly escaped. getti.ng Lost.

Albert Monson marrled. Mathllda Qualey in L891 ancl to their unlon
born, slx chlldren, four of whlch are sti i l  J.lvlng-three glrls and
boy,  as  fo l lows l

Mrs.  Edwln Bolkan, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Myrtle Monson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
MeJ-fred hlonson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Mrs.  Henery Hanson, MeLstone, Montana.

The names of  h ls brothers ancl  s lsters are:
Henry Monson, FowJ.er, Montanil.
Hans Monson, Lacrosse, Wlsconsln.
Evan Monson, Finley, North Dakota.
Knut i l lonson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Mrs. Harnes }iegge, DeSant, North Dalcota
Mrs. J. W. Knoxen, Luverne, North Dakota
$lrs. Johanna Serrngard, Devl1s Lake, North Dakota
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, , i r ' .  I i .Jat :  i . lonsonrs pare i t1 ;sr  na. r f les,  & i 'e , , i r .  ar rc i  . l i rs"  l r ionse l ]orcr id .es.
Xva,"r r',[onson',.lrL;-.: l:or:: in ]1or."r::;,y'in lii2ii on the 28t.n c:t:"1.1 of i,larc]':., near
i jer ' ,3el i  i . lor:rnt;,r,  l , lot 'r : ia;r ar:rd'- 'nee.r '  tne ci-t1; l f  -: ier.1.1en. Tire peoi: le of ldr,
, . ' ionsoni ,s  co. ixr iun i t l ; '  $ot  the * i ,ner ican fever"  In  L i lo? ' : : .e  ca, i te  to  i ; . ' rer ica.
,1 ie  rvas t l ie  f l i rs t  one f ro i i r  t i ra t  1 :ar t  o f  lJonla; ' ic  corne to  r r i , r rer - i -ca.  j :e
r ,P- , '1e to  fo l ta  f j - rsb;  i ie  t i ren le f t  Io ' . , ' ra  io  cor i€  to  , ior . t l :  Ia i<ota beceruse
l" ' 'e  l ie-d. l l : ' ie : rd"s her"e.  : :e  s tar te<1 to  i1 ]oy11 Lal l r : ta  w: l t i :  a  tea. r i  o f  l : rorses
"yr . fd  8.  ccvere i i  r ;eqo, : r  ,  v '1 th l i - is ' , , . r ' i fe  and ten c l r i idren.  - ' teJr  l ; rac1 bacj
' ;reather anc1 ::oa-ds 'c)n t l :e ua;1. l ie cn.l ie tc l 'el io,., l  " lec', ic ' ' ine Cou-ntl, ' . .  , , ' inne-
sota i "n  the: tenr  of  1330 abbut  l :ar .vegt  t1 . , re .  . ; lhe; r  s1;a l iccr -  i i : .e i "e  unt i l
i lu,; iust of t1:e i .re; l t  . ,  ei, .r.  '* lre:,- 'ch.eir sta.rte d. ou.t f  o:. ; iort, t  te"kota, ' t ' l , tet 

c
Yere t. l fee fa" 'r- i l - ies : in al l---, . f  .  Johrr j : I ] f leson i,r, t-r.ci f  i" . , , i l .  l - l :r  anci ;hor I lalver..
son anc-l fa.: ' t i1;r ' .  T1le;r ce-rne as far as l i 'ower Crt;r ' .vlnerc t i :c,, '  cnan;_:eo. t l :eir
l :orses .for oticn.. rhe;,. r- lrove t l :re l :s.-La::Ice of t l ie r. 'ra;,r to ir i-Ei!s County
vit?: o::er"r. ihe. ' ,r a.rr: i .vect i :rere on t lre 251.' :^, datr of i-eptelnl:cr.-

l ; > t . i r e r i ences  o f  L : r c  1 r1 -cnee l ' r s  Ce . ; " s .  - - - - - ' ; r .  - , l onson  t r : o l l  . 1 l - )  a  ] -o - , l es tea -c l
in l i l l - l  L . l ;e buit-t  i ; i  sher-ol i  j . : : l  t ' lhsib wes ,.. i ' r i : :_.s jotmt;. in t, iole C,l. ;rs . f : i is
l - :c : lestca.c i  wes - l -n  i recnvierv  To, , " rns l i i i ;  ( l : , te  e1e Cc ' , : :n t l r  nc, ' . " r )  L4A,  Ject : ic ' r :  6
Er.: ir , i  i iange 57, lre l ived in a ch-r,-.  c:,rrt  ancl a lnl cer-bin. :{e we:rt io Vn-Li.e;r
Ci . ty  a i rd  i i la ; r .v i l ie  fc ; r  prov is ionsr  os t ; re ; ;  - r . , iere t le  c ' l  osesL towns "  IT" . , .s
c losest  : re i ;hbor  rves , Iohn^ t  r r le  ro , i .  Other  ne ighi rors  r i /er"e J-ohn ! l r .e le :1,
Jonn Johnscn, e-n.d Ati lon (, i- : l :ei: i i .

; io i i te  of  t l re  ear ] - -  far r ; r  .nac l l - iner ; "  r "nd , . . io i .sos were,  o? i .en ' team, scythe,
cr.nd. r, ' lal l ' l ' ini :  i ; lo' Iv. 'Lt ie ea.rl .-rr crops lrere f iLve acres of w:ieai and. a I 'er. l
ecres c f  oats  ra ice i l  ( .Tr  sod.  ' l 'he i : r ice of  t l - ic  ; l ra in ' . ras - f l ' ron 5A/  Lo { ia : l
pe r  u rshe I .

At  thnb t i :ne thcy
as an -i-nd.u-ce;iient to coiil.e

l ihe;; cerr: iec',  f lour
:ii Le ;1 iracl srr,ch i:arrl t .i..ne s
-r.rira t t,.re;; r'lou.liL liave b o

bnrneci "  rvoocl .  - i r .  ; , ionson i : io t  - i t  f ro : i i
to  l lor t i :  La i rota.
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for  t i r ree n: i l -e$ on the i r  l la .cks f ro , ,1  , , iardale.
t l :at they cl iCnrt l ;now fro; ' i  one Lneal to the r:re :. l t

e a t  .

, rne p lac e - l .n  r ;ar t  i  cu lar

vas Lena. i ;1pi j-de. i ir .ey
s i t  c1o.,;.- .  The s ci,  ool
as a cl:LLlrch.

:i. ' ire;r :",rorltetl. ',:ri:erever tire;;' e,6r-rf Li ':e b ,rroi'l:.
' : : , " ' ie:r 'e t i : .e;r .  c orr .- l - i  i .et  uor l i  vt .s t l  re Uco l ler rancl : l

' i l te pt"eac-; ler vc.s;  . i l ' ,  i .u- i ldei : ,1i .  i i , ' ie teacher
l : .ad g- i iu-1"s1:r:r t  f 'a: : , i t  hou.ses anc places t i re; i  cou--Lcl
- - : l ' s e  ' t i ' . L  n e i , r  ; c l i n  ' " r u : l e : ,  i  s ,  i t  u a s  l a t e : '  u s e o .

-  i ' [ i , .  i i lOnSOn rVaS . , - la f f : ied : i .n  l iCfr , rar .  On t fue g6g6n6f  f l -nrr  n 'F nnnf  - l  n ' rgf  in
l - :5 : i  to  . , r1cr- :  Inr , lerbcr" r {  Starbo.

, ; r .  Lv8.: ' '  , .onso.r pas sct i  3,"1Te-J, e. t  ' : "-s l ic- ' ie tne 23rd clcL;;  of  ,Tairu-ar.r ,  1i .11-
' . - /3 s l l r : . r iecl  in - l l :c i - l te irenr- ie ' "  al l  e" '  Cerneter; / .




