d b . Biography of Evan Monson
-=Melfred Monson

1 Evan and Ingeborg Monson came from Norway with two of thelr
¢hildren. The other seven were born in Alamakee County near Decoreh,
Iowa, Six boys and three girls, all of whom are still living except
Muns, the oldest, who died in March 1926. He left a wife and three
children, the oldest of which is ten years old.

Evan Monson emigrated to North Dakota in 188l. He left Iowa on
account of the chinch bug and grasshoppers eating up all the crops and
also because of the free land in Dakota. He came up in the summer of
1881 and staked out his land and built a dugout with logs for a roof.
His claim:is seven miles west of where Finley now is, He brought his
family up here in the fall. He came as far as Minnesota with horses
and then traded his horses for a yoke of oxen., They came from there
in a prairie schooner. The four older boys walked all the way with
their father, while the youngest boys and the girls and their mother
rode most of the way. Albert I monson was then fourteen years old.

He was born in 1867, There were meny of the old pioneers already here.
Omand Opheim came in 1879, Qualey and Ivar Seim came in 1880 and
John Hanson Bjudstad eand Arneson came in 1881.

The first year they raised wheat and other grains, and the first
year they needed all the gralns for food and feed. They got all their
fuel in the woods on the Sheyenne River about two miles west of their
place. Wheat was then about 60¢ a bushel and the other grains were
much lower, They used a cradle to cut the grains and they sowed by
hand., The first reaper they used, they had to tle the bundles by hand.
They cost close to $300. They had to have two men to run them. They
hed to go to Valley City for provisions, and it took three and a half
days to make the trip. They got their mail from Portland. They got
it once a week. A man would go on skis in winter and bring back all
the mail for the neighbors. The first winter was a hard one, They
had many blizzards and some narrowly escaped getting lost.

Albert Monson married Mathilda Qualey in 1891 and to their union
was born, six children, four of which are still living-three girls and
one boy, as follows:

Mrs. Edwin Bolkan, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Myrtle Monson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.
Melfred Monson, Cooperstown, North Dgkota.
Mrs., Henery Hanson, Melstone, Montana.

The names of his brothers and sisters are:
Henry Monson, Fowler, Montang,

Hans Monson, Lacrosse, Wisconsin.

Evan Monson, Finley, North Dakota,

Knut Monson, Cooperstown, North Dakota.

Mrs. Harnes Hegge, DeSant, North Dakota

Mrs, J. W, Knoxen, ILuverne, North Dakota

Mrs, Johanna Sermgard, Devils Lake, North Dakota









