rage 4.
Steen Halpert Nelson

Steen Hakbert Nelscn was born in Waushara ~ounty Wisconsin, Nov.22,1854.
His parents wers natives of lower Telemarken Norway, and came torAmerica
because of the hardships there, and to better themeelves in a financial way .
They made their first home at Heart Frairie Wisconsin. Two years later they
filed on land in Waushara County. This Homestead was on what was known as
the "Indian Land" and the date of entry was 1850, or there about; The family
consisted of ten children, all born in Wisconsin, of which Steen was the third.
Here he attended the common achool more or less irregularly. When he was
old enough tc be of service on the farm his schooling was limited to a few
montls in the winter. The country teachers in those times were no better than
ugual and so, his lack in educational advantages he tried to make up to his
ckildren.
: Why he canme to Dakota.
At firet wheat was thé staple crop,but as the years went by the yield
fell to three or four bushels per acre. These scart harvests were pieced out
by work in ‘he lumber woods in the winters or harvesting in Minnescta. His
story of how and why he came to Dake%z is continedd in substantially his
own words as follows:" In the summer of '79, while working on the north Wisconsh
railroad, we read of the great prospects of the Red River Yalley . So we
agreed among ourselves to send Steen Gunderscen to investigate. He came to
Farge, and sent back to us such glowing reports of this new western country
that af number of young men,ten in all,including myself,all of us old
neighbors concluded to come and lock the country over ourselves, and choose
from the many chances offered--honesteads,preemptions and tree claims."
About this time Mr.Nelson had found his life partner in Miss Bertha Maum,
and they had been married about two weeks when the start was made.This was
the spring of 1880. There were ten teams in all, and as there was free
transportation to where they could all get work on the rail-rcad at VolgaS.D.
they tcook advantage of that offer and shipped to that place. Continuing,
Mr.Nelson says," When we arrived at Volga £.D. we found very little hotel
accomodations. and no barn room, so we had to sleep out under the wagons.
Cne night a rearing blizzard ceme up ,which hurled the snow in drifts about
the wagons and the shivering horses. In the morning there certainly was six
inches of snow upon our beds." Thers was such a rush for work at this point ,
and men and teams came in such numbers that the food supply wan low, which
came near causing a riot, but in due time , things were in better shape
and they worked there about three months. In substance the narrative continues:
"Seven of us in company, with our teams,having feed for our horses,crackers,
bread and coffe for ourselves, started from Huron $.D. for Barge , following
the James river. Coming along we would milk the ranchers cows when they
would stand for us, so we had crackers and milk for a change. Many towns
were platted aleng the river, and all were called cities. Thesge "citieg"
consisted usually of a shanty occupied by cne or twe locators who tried
hard to get us to take land, but nothing would stop us from seeing the
great Red River of the North. :
Ve left the Jim River at the City of Colurbia, which consisted only of
& hotel and a stowe or sc, and started northeast towards Wahpeton. We glept
mestly under our wagons as only two cf them were covered. During the nbght
swudges had to be kept gohng all the time to drive off the swarms of mosquitoes
that torrented man and beast. So we changed off ,and while six were asleep
the seventh was up tendbng the fire. Thus we passed the night, and on the
morning of the third day out from Coluntia,a streak of green was seen in the
distance. At sight of this we all mounted our wagon seats, and standing in them
sent up a glad shout. The Red River of the North was before us. The object of our
dreams since leaving Wisconsin more than three months previously ,was before us.
Then that bride ,whosge honeymocn had been cut short, was to join her husband
at Fargo. And on July 8th 1880, there was a happy meeting betwsen Mr.Nelson
and his young wife. After this the men went to work on a ranch east of Moorhead
and worked untol it froze up. While working at this place they heard of the



Steen Halbert Nelson

Cooper settlement inf Griggs County, and leaving their teams tock the train
for Towsr City, and went south to loock for land. They went as far as Liston,
end turning back they follewed the Sheyenne River to Valley City. There were
seven of them on foot , and so found it hard to get food and ledging in the
ceuntry. At Valley City they met "Pioneer Nelson" ,who was then living on the
Sheyenne, the first permanent settler of the county. He persuaded them to go
and take land near him. Again starting out on foot,the company which consisted
of Gunder Gunderson,John Eagan,George Ashley,Steen Nelson and his brother Ole ,
stopred the first night with Mother Hacket,living on Getchel Prairie,where
they were kindly entertained. About three cclock the next afterncon they had
reached the tke- log cabin of Christ and Ole Bolkan on the Sheyenne. It was
erected by a man who had preceded the Bolkans. Thig is the first known humen
dwalling ever built in Griggs County It was on 34-146-58. The Bolkans were
livirg alone and Cle was cook. There were seven hungry,healthy men to feed

but there was eau enough and to spare,and that dinner was long to be remenbered
That night they reached their destination,, and were hospitably received by
the "Pioneer". Thie was in Nov.1880, and &fter looking over the land all
returned to Farge. And the next spring(1881) five of them filed on claims

in what is now Greenview townsghip Steele County. While stopping at Fargo
lir.Nelson went hone for a short visit, and while there , a man had coreeighteen
uwiles to deliver a telegram sta*ing that his brother Ole had been shot. This
btrought him back in haste. The sheoting was an accident and not fatal.

In the spring of 1881 a log house was built and pioneer life began.

There were six children born to MNr.and Mrs. Nelson, of whom four are now

living (1909).They are Norris,Stephen, Arthur, and Lulu. Mrs Nelscn died

April 9th 1896, leaving the father to act the part of both ,in keeping together
bringing up and educating the children.

During this time he has held various town offices, was one of the first
elected Comnissioners of Steele County He held the office of Couhty Treasurer
for two terms. and was Representative in the State Legislature for two terms.
As County Commissioner he helped toc win battles against graft and the liguor
interésta. ;

He was brought up in the Lutheran faith, but claims to have been converted
by a Methodist Preacher named Christian Oman in 1883. Since that time he has
been an activs Church and Sunday-schocl worker, as wll as a successful farmer.

During his pioneer days he has been lost several times in blizzards, once
lying fer a long tiwe wrapped in his fur coat, but never allowing himgelf
to 'go to sleep. Each time he succedded im reachimg home withiut sericus harm.
He has all these years clung to his old home,improved and beautified it is true,
but at this date the old log house still stands,an eloguent witness of early
struggles and achievements.

Biblog. BYIXXASEXEXZXXEXY O0ld Settlers Association records.
By H.A.Bemig in 1909
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