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Steen Hakbor+ Nalscn ras born in trEu6hara  ̂ ounty Vleconein, I {ov" ZZrIgS4,
Hi.e parents wero nat ives of Lower Telenarkon Norway, and canro iontmerica
bocauee o f  ths  hardah lps  tbsrE,  and to  bo t te r  themeelvoe in  a  f inanc ia l  way"
They uadc thelr  f i rst  horre at t ieart  Frair ie f ieconsln. Two yearE }ater thoy
f i l 'cd on land in Fauehara County. This Hon:estead was on wtrat was known ae
the n' Indlan Landrr and t l to date of ontry was 1850, or there about;  The fani ly
cone iBted  o f  ton  ch i ld ron ,  a l l  born  in  Wlocons in ,  o f  wh ich  g teen was the  th i rd "
Hers he attonded the councn school eors or leEe irregular ly.  fhcn he wes
o ld  enough te  bo  o f  serv ica  on  the  fa r r r i  h ie  echoo i i ig  was l in i ted  to  a  few
ur 'cn t t  s  in  the  w in to r .  The count ry  teachore  in  thoss  t imee w6re  no  be t tey  than

".9!! I  
and so, hie Lack in educat lonal advantagoe he tr lerd to nra.ke up to hle

cLi ld ren .
Thy he canro to Dakota.

.At f l rst  whoat rag thr l  etaplc crop,but ag the years went by the ytel .d
fe l ' l '  to  th ree  o , r  four  buehe ls  per  acr6 .  i i re "e  ecant  harvos te  were  p iecod ou t
by  wor l r  in ' r .he  lu rnber  woods in  the  w in te re  o r  harvoet lng  ln  ld lnnosota .  H ie
ctory of how and why he oa4re to l rakot ja le cont lnadd tn substant ial ly hie
own rorCs ae fol l -owe:rf  In the sunmer of t?9, rhiLe worklng on t l :a north TlsconBb
ral l . road, wo road of the groat tr ; roepocts of the Red Flver var loy .  so we
agrced af i rong oursalvee to eend $teen Gunderecn to invost lgato" He cane to
Fargo, .  and gent back to ue such glowing repo' : ts of thie ncw western country
tha t  a f  nuubor  o f  young nenr ton  tn  a l r r rnc iud ing  nyea l f ,a l l  o f  u6  o ld
noighbore concl 'udod to cono and look ths count,ry ov6r.  oureolves, and sh69r6
f rou the nany cl iancos of f  e rcd-- hor iesteadsrpreemptions and tree cl 'atnE. n

lbout t t r ie t lma Mr. l {eleon }rad f  ound hie l t fe partner ln Miee Bertha Uaurn,
and they had boen narr ied about two reeke whan t .he gtart  was nade.Tl i le ras
the  apr lng  o f  1880.  Thor6  $016 tcn  toane ln  a l l ,  and  as  there  was f ree
trarreportat ion to where thay coulr t  aLl  get work on the rai l -road at Volga$.D.
they  took  advantage o f  tha t  o f fe r  and sh lpped to  tha t  p lace"  Cont lnu l r rg ,
Mr r .Ne l 'eon saysr t rWhen we ar r i ved  a t  Vo lgu-b .n .  r lo  foun i  very  L l t t le  ho ts l
accoaodat ione. and no barn roon, Bo $e had to eleep orrt  undor the wagons"
Cne night a roaring bl izzard ce.n:6 up rwhicL hurlod the enor, , ' ln <lr l f te about t
the wagons and the shivor ing horeee. In t t re morning thoro certalnly rae Elr
inchoe o f  enow u lon  our  beds .  n  rhe-e  wae such a  rush  fo r  work  a t  th is  po l r r t  ,and men and teans cane ln euch nunbers that tho food supply rnan low, wiilci.
car ie noar cauetrrg a r iot ,  but in duo t l r ,o ,  things wer"e ln botter ehapo
and thoy worlced there abou+. i l : r :oe nonths. In eubstance ths narrat lvs cont inuos;r fSoven o f  us  in  con;pa t ry ,  w l th  our  tcansrhav lng  fced  fo r  our  horsesrc racLore ,
bread and co f fe  fo r  ourge lven,  e ta r tcd  i rcn  Huron S. IJ .  fo r  Gargo ,  fo l low ing
the- Janee r iver.  Conlng al .ong wo would nl ik the ranchors cowe when they
woul 'd etand for ue, so we hart  crackere and rnl lk for a change. Many tosns
wero  p la t tod  a l .ong tho  r l vor ,  and a l l "  were  caL l "ed  c j . t i ce .  Thaeo nc l t iger l
consieted usual ly of a ehanty occupiod by one or tvro locatore who tr ied
hard to get ue to-talre land, but nothing wculr i  etop us frora eeolr :g tho
great Fs,'l Flver of tha North

Wo loft  the Jin Fivor at l to Ctty of CoLur,bta, which conelsted onLy of
a hotsl  and a storc or 6c, and etarted northeaet towards f ,a^hpaton. re elcpt
nost ly under our wagone aa only two of then wero coverecl .  nnirng tho ntghl
errtrrlgee liad to be kept golng all the timo to drive off the awarae of noigui.toes
that tornrcnted man and boa.st.  So we changed off  ,and whi le six wore aeleJp
the eevent l i  was up tonr i ing tho f l re.  Thue we passed t t ie night,  and on the
mornlng of the third day out frcn Col. iu.bla,a gireak of greei *" ,  ,"un in t1e
distanco. At eight of  tLis we al l  r ;ounted our {eagon our{e, End etarrding Ln then
eont up a g"Iad shout.  Tha Fcd Rtver of the North was befcre ua. The obJect of oun
dreame Eluco J.caving sieconeln nore than thrce nonthe previouely ,wis i" io",  . rr""
Than that br lde ,whoec honoymoon hacl been cut short ,  res to jc in her huaband
or.T3:ry. And on Jury 8th rbgo, there was a happy neeting t"i*""n--u;.;; i;;;-
and hi8 young wife. l f ter this the non rent to work on a ranch eae+, of ldoorheai l
and workod untol  i t  f roze up. shl lo working at thls place they haa.rd of the
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Cooper EettLenent tn/ Griggr County, and Leaving their tcar.re took the train
for Tower City, and went eouth to look for land. They roni ae far aa t lebon,
aad turning back thcy fol lcwed thc Shoyenno Flvor to Valley City. Thero werc
scvcn of thera on foot , an& eo found lt  hard to get load ancl lodging in the
country" It  Valloy Clty they met nPionoer NeIEon.r ,who ras tHea ltving on tho
Sheyenne, t l is f iret perrulnent sstt ler of the county. l le porsuaded theu to go
and take land near hin. tgain etart ing out on footltho company whlch conslsted
of Gundsr GunrlereonrJohn EaganrGeorge tehlayr.Stoen xeleoa and-hle brother Ole ,e topped the f i rs t  n tght  wi th  l lo ther  Hackct r i iv tng on Getchol  pra i r ie ,wher6
they.rore klndly cntertaino4. About thrco oclock tho next aftora_oon t i :ey had
roached the the- Log cabln of ChrlEt and 01e Bolkan on the $hayenno. It  was
erected by a nan who had procedcC thc Bolkane. Thie ts the f i"rt  tnornn hurnan
dwaLltng ovor buil t  ln t lr iggs County It  was on 34-146-58. Tho Eolkans wer€
living alone and 01e wae caof" Tbere wcrr Bo1/6n hungryrhealthy nen to foed
but thero wa8 ons enough and to eparcrand that atlnnar-wae long to be reuenborcd,
That nlght they rcached thclr destination, and we-e hospltably roceivod by
the ttPloneern. Thts wa6 ln Nov.1880, ana i i tcr looking ovsr tha land al l
rEturnod to Fargo. lnd the next aprlng(1881) f lve of {hen f i lad orr clalms
ln what ie now Greenvtcw tornehlp stcJle county" f lht1e stopping at Fargo
Mr.Neleon went l ione for a ahort vlelt ,  and whi1e. t l :ero , a-raal-had corrJclghtccn
n ' l lee to  del ivor  a  te legran gtat i r :g  that  h is  brothe-  01e har l  boon ehot .  Thls
brought  h in  back ln  haete.  The ehoot lng was an acc ldent  and not  fa ta1.

In ttre apring of 1,881 a log houso was bull t  and pioneer l i fo bogan,
There wsrc slx chl ldren born to Mr.and Mrg, Neloon, ol whoni four aro now
livir: .g (r909)"ttroy are Norrisrstephenr.frthu:-, and Lulu. urs Noleon dlcd
.Apr l l  g th 1896,  Ieav ing tho fa thor ' to  act  the par t  o f  both r l ,n  Leeplng togcthcr
br ing lng up and educat ing the ch i ldron.
,  Dur lng th is  t i rne ho has hoLd var ious town of f lces,  was ona of  tho f i re t

ol"ected ComndseionerE of Stoole Countlt  Hs l isld the off ice of Coubty Trcaaurer
for  two torns"  and was t raprosentat ivo 1r :  the State Logis la ture for  two terue.
Ae County Consnlseionsr he helpod to win batt lee agair iat graft and the l iquor
in ts  r ls ta

Hc was brought up in the Lutt ieran falth, but clalnrs to have boen convcrtcat
by a Mcthodlet Broacher nanod Christ ian Onan ln 1883. Stnce that t lnre hc has
bsen an actlve Chur:ch and Suntlay-Echool worker, as wll  ae a successful farner.

During hls pioneer daye he hae bcen lost gsvoral t lnos in bl i  zzardo, oncc
lytng for a long t lrne wrapped in hls fur coat, but never al lowlng hlneeli
to 'go to  s leep.  f ,ach t imo he auccedded iu  roachlng hono wt th lu t  ser ious harn"
He has a l , i .  theee yearo c lung to  h is  o ld  hon:er lnprovod and bcaut l f lsd r i t  le  t raro,
but  a t  th ie  dats  the o l ,d  log houee gtx l l  e tanderan e loquont  wl tneee o i  car ly
atruggl-es and achlevenente.

Blblog. 0xi lxltrdi l leridf i ,r- 01d $stt lcre leeociation recorde.
Ey  H .A .Bcn le  i n  1909
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