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It vas in early spring «hen e arrived in NHorth Dakots, DBorn
in Ontario, Canada, and scoustomed to the wooded areas; mmawmam
to the prairie vastness of Dakota Territorye

Ve came as far ss Sanborn by rail but the ranch not being
sompleted to Cooperstmm we took the stage fram Sanborn to Dagey in o dreary, driszsling
rain, there to " lodged in the home of a Serndinavian famlly who kmew only their
mative language vhieh was strangely unfemiliar to us and seemed a corpound of throats
and derisions Bewildered and wenry and unable %o eomprehend & word they sald, ve
wers almost immediately to find how more than kind our hosts could be for it wvas thelr

~_tean which carried our little group over the miles from Dasoy to Cooperstom, our

“destination, lear the present tom of Hamaford we vere obliged Lo ford Dald 17111 Creek
whose swollen waters orept up inte the hox of owr wagon and over the baoks of our falthe
ful horses,

At Sanborn we had diseowvered that, through an oversight, our
elothing and housochold goods were being hold in Chicago until they should be re-checked
und it was six weeks before they finally arrived, This eouplicated matters for the
nother of the femily for we had brought «ith us just the clething we thought needed
for the journey end were unprepared for this conlingencys

Arriving at Cogporstomm we found reserved for our use, two claim
shanties on opposite sides of a rond, One served ns living roome; the other far
sleeping quarters and In the latter we vakened one morning to find owrsclves blanketed
in snow whigh had blowm in through the oracks in the well during the nights IEvery-

" thing in the new envirdient, even tha! experience, was of interest, O(ne morning I

remember seeing tventy-one four-mule breaking outfits start ocut together to turn over
the prairie land wmed by !ire R Ce Cooper for vhom our tom ves named. 7o me, &o-
customed to & one man team in the flelds, that was an smnzing sight.

In that Pirst yoar ve were amxious to meke the most of our land
tndmwhmhanﬂﬂhdmnmh. Wimt&u older ghildren with friends
he

mtoﬂtemmmtmmﬁth!amihﬁmmdmwmmehhMpm-

: in the party, All our efforts to arrive st
an anloable settloment falled and their disturbance continued mntil, thoroughly worn
out and discournged, we repacked ocur goouds, took down the litile stove whish had just

to fars in North Dakota, Schools were not yet esteablishod on the prairie; work was be
had in tovn vhere our children gould have the privilege of attending a good school under
the instrustion of those who proved to be friends and advisors for many years, and this

seemod the only way in which we could assure them these contaotse

In the fall of that first year we noved from the shanties into a
gmry belonging to ilre Cooper, About that time the guestion of a site for the Coumty
Court House arose and he sgroed if they would bufld i1t where he wished it {on the
present site) he would tear down the old granary which was loonted neerby, Iis offer
was accopted, The gramary had been painted, papered and divided by partitions inte
‘rooms making & cogy little home but with the prospect of its being torn down wo decided
it was best for us to bulld & 1ittle hame Tor owrselves, and so it happoned thet before
this hose was completed the granary vas bolng torn down and one day the children and I
sat out on the grass by our new homs, with our furniture beside us, waiting wntil the
roof wes put on so we night move in, That was our hone for thirty-seven years,

I was never homesick after eming to Herth Daketa, but the longing



for the trees and flowers never ceased, This hunger was not confined to me alons, a8
was later proved by the number of trees planted and the oare expended to keep them

alive, One day our son, G. 8. lewberry, them a boy, found 8 little cottonwood twig
which he brougnt home and planted in our baglk yard, with the gulek response of that
variety it rooted and in a few years doveloped Into a good sized tree, 5o far as I

know, that was the {irst tree ever planted in Cooper "

s lacking, too, were the church spires of the settled camwmities;
guite in evidenoe were the saloons which followed with the opening of the new coumntry.
But worship wo must - s0 1t happened that one Sunday, far lack of & better plase, we
- held our service in a saloon, the bottles and kegs belng mute witnesses of the chare
agter of tho plage, However we lived to see the saloons go and the churches come in e
Daptist, Congregatiomal, Lutheran, lethodist and !ission, :

: : Over the prairie which had been the home of the roving herds of
buffale were piles of their bleashing “ones and horns, The bones had comercial value
for fertilizing purposes and were hauled into town in lomds to be shipped out, lNany
homes vere desorated with the horns of the animal, sorsped and polished mmtil they
shone like ebony, :

. And always there was the swrprise of the quick change of scasons
One August the farmers worked frenziedly building bonfires to keep avay the frost which
threatened the ripening grein, In winter the blizzards exacted their toll but the
advent of spring always brought renewed hope and courage and vhen the fields were agein
carrying thelr golden sea of grain we thrilled to their beauty. »

And so the new land booame - and still is - JOME,

On Armnistioce Day, Nove llith, 1920, husband and I - this time
alone in the home 1nwum-mdmmatmﬂmhﬂn:{rtem
children, same of whom were living in that eity and others nearby, On March 13th, 1923
we celebrated our golden wedding anniversary, and this was our lmst fanily reunion for
two wocks letor our daughter Mimie (Mirs. G. E. Mesomnell) passed evay, On Ostober 13th,
1926 my husband found release from & long illnoss, Of the eight children born to us
“ashington; Pan,(Mrss J. Be Christensen) in Jamestom; Bthol, making her home with mes
Goorge Se, our eldest son, married and 1lving in Minnsapolis, Minneseota; Frank Ve, our
moml:m, married and living in Jamestom, I have living 11 grandehildren and 14 greate

Sometimes when tho automobiles are roll over the splendid higlways
mmaﬂmmamsmmma.mmmxgomwm;gawmw
team, the sproad of the unbroken prairie - the priseless friendships made in those early
deys, many retained wntll the present time - and am proud to feel thet even in so small
e sense we have been Dakota piloncors,

Piomeer Story of lirs, George S. Newberry
Jemestoim, Ne Dake



