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{ i ‘ gi1bert Olson

s From interview by Hannah Lende
 Gilbert Olson was boen in Bloyt, Wisconsin, Mamh 27,
186l. He staved in B;oyt untll thirteen years of wge whang
his parents moved to Big Stone county, Mﬂnnéaota. Mr. ‘
Oleon roamed around here until twenty-one. May 17, 10 2
with a company of men, he started for Dakotu territory in
& covered wagon, 7harmAwarafﬁﬁzﬁéq?ahr,yavaru@ wagons in
the company and each had some stock and belongings aloug.
When about eight miles from home, the ¢ompany Camped over
night by the woods near & lake. The next moming the ground
Wwas Goversd with enow. "They stayed there three days before
they ¢ould sbart out again. They paddled wlong «s best they
¢tuld «nd :topped down by Fort Ransom,Nakota territory whers
four of the families st tloned theuselves. Those who continued

on wera Gllbert Olson, John Paulson, And

m Stromme, Trick

geon, and Joseph Hope. They arrived near

e

Jucobson, Peter Pec
Lake Jessle the seventh of June. Mr., Olson roamed around and
¢ame %o Red Willow lake where he met a Wer. Gilbertson. Wr,
Gilbertson was %o show him where to find some land and timber
by a lake. They got loet in ggwa,hillu and codldn't find

the lake. They came backiggl

Mr. Halvorson's place and le,
Qleon staved there over night. Mr. Olson had intended to go

' “%0 Devils Laka. when he got to Lake Jes:ie he ran out of
money and had to stay around there. He had provicions to laﬁt

“bcut'thrée W@QMSK_,.

~ The next day he we wn to the Bheyemne river vhere

he met Wd. Gunderson and stayed there ower n

went to look for some lanil. He came to ssction 10, Addle
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with a company of men, he started for Dakotu territory in
@ Covered wagon. _Tharo; .wera&m;r tovered wagons in
the company and each had some stock and belongings along.
When about eight miles from home, the company Camped over
night by the woods near & luke. The next mo'ming the ground
Was Goversd with enow. They staysd there three days before
they could start out again. They paddled along «s best they
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on wers Gllbert Olson, John Paul

50N, Anton Stromme, Trick

Jukobson , Pa'@u Pedemson, and Joseph Hope. They arrived near
Lake Jessle the seventh of June. WMr, Olson roamed around and
Came %o Red Willow lake where he met a Ur. Gilbertson. ur,
Gilbartm}:} Was %o show him where to find some land and timber
by a lake. They got lost in some ‘h,li,ll"u' and codddn'y find

the lake. They came bac kil

g e, Halvorson's place and ue,
Olson stayed there over night. Wr, Olson had intended to go
‘%o Devils Lake. When he got to lLake Jes:ie he ran out of
money and nad to stay around there. He hud provieions to laét
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townshilp and decided %o settle theve. Wr. Olson then © uth to
Ceo:@aéfa ranch and tried to get work. There were three fore-

men- Al Shue, John Houghton, and Vest Brown. He was refus

job. The second tims he nwva batk and O0le K. Olson, a nel bor
was along. Again they were turned down. ZTha third time, M,i‘ |
Qleon temeubers 1t was the 17th of August emd the men wers jwut
rogdlyﬁg__to start in the f1eld with the binder. Mr. 01 son. uélk;ged,‘
for a job. He was informed they had more men than they had uce

for. In the meantiue Wr. Olso "?:“‘l‘f"‘}boka %o the ¢ook, Mr. Huskel.

For something to sat, Wr. Dlaof"‘j’ﬁspl'm some wood. Getting no
sucess with the Cook, Mr. Olson went down by the warahouse and
laild in the shade. Wr, Olson made up hi: mwind he washtaying

until moening when he would start east towards Mayville and

%

Portland. About four o'tlock 1n the afternoon one of tha
men ¢ ame and asked then whaf. they were do'ng. He figurel they
ware tramps going through the Gountry. Ha told them 1f they
wanted to work thay should start sho¢ ‘ing.

The %wo men went %o work right away and in just a few

minutes the fomism

i Came back to see hov they vere getting

along. He told then to ya.i- v %the shocks away from thp adgo

of the field so he ¢o dd plough around for fire b reaking.
_ hen through with the work, Fest "town, the foreman,

to1d them %o go into the office and regleter. Thev were glven
a blanket and wers told to hunt for a bed, If they quit they

were to tetum the blan's té or would be Gharged §3.50 aplece

for them. UMr. Olson worked at Cooper's during harvest and the :

elghteen days of thresiing there were. After threshing Wr.

'Ols.rm had no more ordsrs to wrk. He was in the walting room

fTeto

and was about to leave when he and 0le K. Olson wersite plok
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mmmgc.mar aB sone Mham werse doing. :

‘f Tn the fall of 1883 Cooperts uen , inrluding Gilbert 0lson
hadigd g rain %o Sanbom and lumber back }fmﬂ*‘_‘bmldzmgs_.l Fach

*br‘ié took about three days. There was a m? dway ‘hQ}%‘% :
whe@i’;n they stayel over nite, Theve were about twent; 5
ha.ui ing grain, T%_xx st lumber .,,".,,#;'*3 hauled for Knut Thompson.
| e, Olson quit WoTk at Cooper just before Christmas.
He w;w afrald someone would take his land. That winter he
stayed w#1th John Paulson, his nglghbur. IR ‘the' spring of 1883
he purchased a yoke of O Xen from Knut Thompson and broke up hfip
land. He put in saven acres of crop this year and received -
one hundred-five bugj}g}s_ from 1t, His firut machinery was a
Buckeye seeder and Sulkeye plow. \, | RS
Rarly in the winter of 1783 with his oxen hitched onto

i ‘*‘%wa;;ﬁn, ha went %o Pf) *tland for ‘prov‘ia‘i,m_s‘ for the wmf.ar._ k
Later he wont %o Hope for provisions and when Cooperstown e
startei, 1333 he purchased tham there.

In the fall of 1883 ur. Olson went buc.k to Coopsr's manch

and was put to work in the elsvator unlosding grain. ‘%

One winter day in 1885 Mr. Olson md, a nelghbor, Wd.
Gunderson went to visit two bac slore a few mlles @rom their
homesteal. On tHekr way home 1% was very ¢old ous. It was
dark and the men los% thelr way. For & long time they went in
a circle and arrivel home five o'clock in the morning. The

next day w. T, ‘_M:uC_\;lll-aixgh had gone by and asked then what in

the woki they had been doing the night before. The land looked
like a ruce teack, : : ‘ : : _
Ur. 0lson was mareied in 1889 o 711 We)lun by Rev. Lundeby,

In 1891 Mr. Olson had his first house built.






