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hir. '  a.nd idrs. Hans Overby l1ved ln lr iorwa_y. They are the pa.rents of
the ploneer, i i lr. Ben Hgns Overby. Ir, ir. 0verby was born 1n the year 18?5
on January 26, lf l  Norwgy, near GJovlck. 1,{r. and. }*Irs. I{ans Overby left
Norway and salled"for Amerlca when Ben l{ans Overby was one and one half
years o1d..

Whll-e reachlng Amerlca they moved to southern },l lnnesota by re-11road..
Thelr  buslness wB.s most ly lumberlng. For some reason they coui i l  not
make a success and d.ecld.ed. to go to North Dakota.. They came up on the
traln.  Ben Uverby and hls fa- t6er stayed 1n the box ca.r  wl th thelr  stock.
They arulved 1n Cooperstown ln the nonth of  MaXr 1886. They began to
rs. lse cat t le upon thelr  a,rr lval .  Ben H. Overby was the cow boy herdlng
hundred.s of  cat t le.  Ben was v€ry strong and was noted. for  belng the
strongest 1n the eountry,  therefore,  he l lked the hardehlps of  6erd.1ng
cattle. Even now he sa.ys, nThe nost fun T ever had. was 1n herd-lng
cat  t I  e .

The f l rst  land they took up 1n North Dakota was a homeetead south
of Blnford. on sectlon 12, Brya.n townshlp. Thelr home and ba.rn d/ was
bul l t  of  sod. They vrent to Cooperstown for thelr  provls long, gome-
t ] .m9s they got lost  1n storms, then they eometlmes he.d to get out on
thelr knees and crawl e,"round. unt1l they found the hard" track a,galn. They
often took keroslne lanrps along on these tr los to use 1n the d.arkness
-F  ln  case they  go t  los t  as  las t  resor t  1n  case they  go t  co ld . ,  The
keroslne sometlnes f roze Fjnd then they could.  not  11ghf thern.  Because
of th ls they carr led a" bott le of  o l -1 ln thelr  pocket a.nd. thus th ls
wou ld  never  f reeze un less  they  themse lves  f roze  to  death .  One t lme
Ben Overby got lost 1n a storm so ba.d. that he lost hls rnre.y. 1{hen he
knew he wa.s lost he turned" the wagon box up sld.e dovrn and camped there
over nlght.

I ie dld not have very many nelghbors a.s there were not very many
people I lv lng ln the state at  that  t lme. Some of hls nearest  nelghbors
were car l  vaughen, John vaughen, ol lbert  Gl lbertson, Deers,  Fra"nk
Klt lgsley.  They d. ld.  not  use much machlnery 1n the ear ly d.ays.  They
ha.d. a walklng plow e.nd. a wagon and besldes thelr machlnery they had.
four horses, for ty chlckens, three plgs a-nd, a.1so a few cows. They
tr led.  to ralse erops but d.1d. not succeed. to f l ret  because of  d.rought.
They could. not ra.lse crops for f lve yee.rs. on the slxth yea.r there
was a good, erop but a hall storm swept the country and. d.estroyed. lt
ent1rely.  Af ter  that  they ralsed" a good crop ea.ch yeer,  The k1nd.s of
c ro 'ps  ra - lsed .  were  wheat ,  oa ts ,  and f lax .  The Overbyrs  t r led .  to  ra lse
corn but never ma.d-e a.  success of  l t .  The gr:" ln crops ylelded on an
a.vrrage P-O to 25 bu. to the &cre at  that  t lme.

As they were poor they could not buy coal and" had. to ha-u1 wood.
from the $heyenne Rlver to use as fue1. They used. wood, as fuel ln the
wlnter and Ln summer they burned. hay or straw. I{hen hay and" straw was'carce they burned, cour chlps.  Ben Overby and 6ome one else as a com-
: ,af l |on went af ter  a load of  wood. on thelr  return Benrs companlon
drove. When golng d.own a h111 the load. t lpped ovell and. the drlver Eot
und.er the pile of wood.. &ir. Overby worked. for a half an hour to gef,
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h1m out.  Hls companlon bad. to be sent to the hospl ta l  for  a short  per-
tod. .

Another lncldent of great lmporta.nce a was a flre whlch started. on
the Sheyenne Rlver. It burned. a long ways southeast of Blnford.. Benr s
fa,rm belng 1n 11ne got burned..

Buffalo hunt lng was a great lncldent of  that . t lme al though Ben
Overby hlnsel f  never took part  ln any hunt.  He klcked the melt  of f '  the
bones and. hauled. the bones to Cooperstown and. sold" them for b"16. OO a.
ton. Ben Overby was a very good. horseback r lder.  He could.  r ld.e almost
any k1nd. of a. horse. In McHenry there was a horse tralned. to buck.
Nobod.y could r lde 1t  except Ben. Ben rode l t  for  a.  ways but had to
stop because he got the nosebleed..  He dld- not get the pr lze,  however,
none got the pr lze.

Ben Overby was narr led.  to } f i lss Larson 1n Cooperstown ln the year of
1904 on the flfth d.ay of MaX. Soon afterwards thby moved_ to RosendaL
townshlp,  sect lon 12, erd.  tbok up the elghty north of  the nuf la ings of
h1e farm. He now ls a renter.

They a.re the parents of  many ehl ld.ren whose names and" adresses ere8s fol lows: Mrs.  Henry Hagle of  B1nford. ,  iv l rs.  Clarence Hackenson of
tucHenry, Husel Overby of Moser &Dd Hans Overby, Slgfred. Overby, Leonard.
Overby,  Cl-ara Overby,  Alma Overby, and. Albln birerUl,  a l l  thes! ' last
be lng  ln  & Iose ,  Nor th  Dakota .

The present home of Ben Overby 1s on sect lon th l r ty four,  Rosen6al
Townshlp of Grlggs County.
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P I C]TTEER BI'l -1RAP,'"IY
Ben , t {ans Overby

l r r .  And  l ' r r s .  T tans  Overb l r  l i ved  i n  l l c rwev .  They  a re  the  na ren ts
_ o f  t n e  p i o n e e r r ' f r .  B e n  P a n s  O v e r b y .  t , { r .  0 v e r b y  v r a s  b o r n  i n  t h e . ' i e a r
L 8 7 3 o D , T 6 n 1 1 3 1 . y ' 2 5 , J . n I ' o r w a ] r , n e a . r ( i 9 r 7 i x l a .
l e f t  l f o rwav  and  se i l e - ]  f o r  Aner i cp  when  Ben  Hans  r ve rbJ r  v ras  one  an i
o n e  h e l f  y e a r s  o ! - r i .

,Yh i1e  reach ing  Axe r i ca  they  ' noved  to  sou the rn  l . t i nneso ta  by  ra i l -
r r : ad .  The i r  b r r s iness  was  ,nos t lV  l u "nbe r ina .  Fo r  some rea ,son  t i : ey
could not  ua. ]<e a sr lcce-cs an-d c iec i ,Je,J  to  gc to  i : lor th  lakota.  Thel '
ca 'ne  r - l p  on  the  t ra in .  t sen  Overby  and  h i s  f a the r  e ta r red  i n  t he  box
ca r  n i . t i - r  t he i r  s toc l c .  T i : ey  a r r i ved  i n  ' ' l oope rs tonn  i n  the  non th  o f
l r a y  1 U 8 5 .  T h e y ' b e g a n  t o  r e i s e  c a t t l e  r . l p o n  t n e i r  a r r i v a L .  B e ' . ' r .
Ove rby  was  the  cow boy  he rd lng  hundred .s  o f  ca t t l e .  Ben .was  ve rJ r  s t rong
a n d  w a s  n o t e d  f o r  b e i n g  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e
l i k e d  t n e  h a r i l s h i p - e  o f  h e r d i n g  c i : t t l e .  E v e n  n o w  h e  s i i y s ,  ' t T h e ' , 1 o s t
f u n  I  e v e r  h e d  w a s  i n  h e r d i n t  c a t t l e . ' l

The  f . ' i r s t  l and  t rey  tock  up  l n  l l o r th  Da ' ro ta ' ves  a  ho ,nes tea r j
sou th  o f  B in : ' c rC  on  Sec t i on  12 ,  : r l r a .n  townsh io .  The i r  ho re  anC ba rnt ' l a  s  bu i  l t  o f  so r i .  The l r  wen t  t c  Coooers tc r ' , , 1n  rb r  t he i r  n rcv i  s l "ons .
So 'ne t l nes  they  ; : o t  l os t  i n  s to r r t s r  t hen  thev  so rne t i nes  had  to  se t  ou t
on  the i r  knees  anC c r i r i ' s l  a round  un t i l  t heJ r  round  the  ha rC  t rac i i  aga in .
They  o f ten  took  ke ros ine  l a ' ' l ps  a lons  on  these  t r i ps  to  use  1n  the
d a r k n e s s  o r  i n  c e s e  t h e i ' : l o t  l o s t  a s  l a s t  r e s o r t  i n  c . * o  r h o r r : o t
co1d .  The  ke ros ine  somet l r "nes  1 ' roze  and  then  they  co ' : r J " r . , o i " i i ; . l a t
t h e i n .  B e c a r : s e  o f  t h i s  t h e y  c a r r i e d  a  b o t t l e  o i ' o i l  i n  t h e i r  n 5 c . < e t
and  t l : r r s  t h i s  wou ld  neve r  f reeze  r :n less  t l : e ; . '  t hense lves  f t oze  to  d .ea th .
One  tLne  Ben  Over l r , r  go t  l os t  i n  a  s to r " r  so  rad  tha t  ne  l os t  h i s  wav .
l f l ren ne knew he was lOst  he t r : rned the wasOn OOx i ln  s i r je  dor ,vn and
ci , : rnped there over  n ig i : t

He  i . i d  nc t  have  ve r . i / ,  meny  ne ighb r rs  a , s  the r :e  were  no t  ve ry  x iany
p e o p l e  l i v l n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h a t  t i n e .  S c n e  r : f  h l s  n e a r e s t  n e t g t b o r s
T i e r e  C a r l  V a r t g i : e n r  J o r : n  r r a r g h e n ,  ! i l _ b e r t  G - l  l l r e r t s o n ,  l e e r s ,  p r e n k
T{ in i - . s l ey .  They  c ] l d  no t  r r se  -nu .n  nach ine r l r  i n  t he  e i . r l l r  oays .  The r r
he rd  a  wa lk ing  p low  and  F  waEon  anc l  beq lc ies  the i r  r "nach ine rv  thcv  ha r l
l o r f r _ h o r s e s ,  f o r t v  c h l e r i e ' " s ,  t h r e e  p i i s  p ' r d  a l s o  a  f e v , r  c o i i i s .  ? h e y
t r i e i l  t o  ra - i *qe  c rons  b r : t  d id  no t  s r r cceed  a t  f i r s t  b i ca r -1se  o f  d rou ,1h i i .
The ] r  ec r . r , l -C  nc t  r l i - se  e rc l l s  f o r  f l r r e  l r ep rs .  0n  t l i e  s i x i . t r  yea r  l ; ; ; ;
was  a  good  c ro 'o  b ' . : - t  a  ha i l  s to r  r  swep t  t he  coun t r y  an , l  , : t es t ro r red  1 t
en t i re l y .  A f  t e r  t ha t  t hey  ra . i sed .  a  goo .d  c ro l_1  each  - r , rea r .  The  t i l nc j s
o f  c rops  ra . i seC t r ' Je re  , , vhea t ,  oa ts ,  and"  f  l ax .  The  Cverb r r r s  t r i ed  t c
r a i s e  c o r n  b r : t  n e v e r  r n a C e  a  s u c : : e s s  o f  i t .  T h e  g r a i n  c r o p s  l r i e l l e d
o n  a - n  a v e r e : e  e r  t o  2 5  b r r s h e l s  t . o  t h e  a c r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .
,  As t l :ey !?ere poor  they could not  br . ry  coal  and had to ha. ' r l  ivord
{ ro "n  the  She l renne  R ive r  t o  r r se  es  f r re l .  The r r  r : se . { , vood .  a -s  f , r e l  rn
the winter  pnd in  gu" '?1-4er  they burne, l  hay or  s . rs : .J .  ' {hen hay and
s t raw  was  sca rce  the j r  bu rnec  cow ch i l : s .  Ben  ove rb l r  and  soob  one  e l se
Fs  a  compan ion  wen t  a f te r  a  l - oa r l  o f  wood .  On  the i r  re t r_ r rn  Benr ,e
cc , "npan ion  d . rove .  , , r he i r .  qo inS '1own  e  h i l l  t he  l oad  t i pped  ove r  an rL  the
d r i v e r  g o t  u n d - o r  t h e  p i l e  o i ' w o o d . .  " , , r .  O v e r b y  w c r k e , t - f o r  a  h a l f  a n
hour  to  ge t  h in  ou t .  I { i s  compa .n ion  hac l  t o  be  sen t  t o  t he  hcso i ta l
f  o r  a  sho r t  pe r i cd . .

An ' r t he r  i nc iden t  o f  s ree t  i u r :o r tance  was  a  f i r e  w t r l ch  s ta r ted ,  on
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Ben l ians lverb l , :  (cont inr : -ec l )

t i ;e  $heyenne .R. iver .  I t  i : ' r rner l  a  lons ways sor : t i - reest  o f  B infor , l - .
Ben rs  fa rn  ' ce lng  i -n  l i ne  ro t  b ' . r rne ' , J

: l r l r ' i 'p l - .o  l : , r ln t inr i . 'was a qreEt  inc i . r ient  o f  that  t ine a. l thcrrqh Ben
*v 'erby h inrse l f  never  took p i r t  ln  any hr- rnt .  I re  k icked the neat  o f f
t he  bones  an r l  ha r : l ed  the  Dones  to  Ooopers tov , rn  anC go lC  then  f l o r
s i x teen  do l l a rs  a  ton .  Ben  Overb ' ;  was  a  ve ry  Eood  ho rsebac ' r  r i de r .
I {e  cou l -C  r i de ' , ros t  an \ r  k ' i nd  o f  a  ho rse .  f n  ? ' cT ;en r l r  t he re  was  a  } ro rse
t re ined  to  Duc r r .  t l 6 f61 l : r  ccu ld  r i r l e  i t  exce t - ,  j .  -Ben .  Ben  rode  i t  f o r
a  ways  b : r t  haC to  s top  i ; ec l r r se  he  so t  t i : e  n : . seb leecJ .  I I e  r l i d  nc t  re t
t i - e  p r i  z e  ,  h o w e v e r ,  n i n e  g o t  t t - e  c r i  z e .

Ben  Overb i r  v ! ' as  i t i r i r r i e j  t o  l l l s -q  La rson  i n  Coopers town  in  the
] r€ar  of  1Pn4 on t i :e  f i f th  Ca1. '  p1 '  l , ia l ' .  $qcn a, f terwards t i : iey move, i  to
Rose i :da l  t ownsh ip r  see t i on  12 ,  an rL  tock  r rp  t i : e  e j - i h - * . ' . '  no r th  o f  t he
b r r r l d i n g s  c n  h i s  f a r " .  H e  n o w  i . s  a  r e n t e r .

The.V are t i rg  Oafents Of  , {eTr .v  CI- i  1 i : :en : , r ' l :Cs9 na.rne-a Bnr l  a , " i r . l reSse,g
e re  es  f  O1- l -OTrs :  - ' : ' s .  - : en ry  

lTa i t l e  o f  F i  n f  o rC- ,  ' r r e .  C l l - i : r ence  I { : -e t l e r , sCr
) f  l , {cHenr1r ,  Ta ze1 CverbJ. r  l f  o 'ose,  ar ' ,d  i rens Qverb1r ,  S i -e f  red ,1verD1' ,
Lbcnard  Ov f l ; b r " ' ,  C la ra  Or , ' e rb1 ' ,  A - i l a ,1ve r0J . r  E i r rd  A1D_ in  Overb r . ,  a1 l l
t i i ese  1e  s t  be i  n . . '  i n  ) , l ose ,  : , t c r t i :  Dakc ta .
_  Th_e  p resen t  ho 'qe  o f  .Ben  Or re rb r r  i  s  on  sec t i o , .  t h i . r t y  f  ou r ,
F.osendal  tor , rns i : lp  of  Gr i  I  s  Cor in t " .

- - r f a r t i r  A , , l r i an
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X*r. +nd r{re" I{*.ns *r*.fby lty$d.},n $,.{Srwn;J, th**,y *r* ttrp p*r*ntg *f'
i bii* pl,tnegrr ldr. r:slt Ha:re *rerbg, i{F. *verby H&$ b*rn tn ti:le yg*r

1S?S *rr Jlaau*'*y fr$r ln -Lr..,ltrw&y, !tr*mr iiJ*vt*k, lfr, srnd \rxs. ]{spne
*v*rbf lsft ssfte"y x.n'l nr:13,*d for Aiaer*,*$ rshea *sri ii+r.a* *verby s+s
*ne : :nd *ne , ' i&l f  ye*rn * ld.

,{ **ft* yei.*irtrrjr ,t 'ulrt i* ff i t :q*ru'* t3 r: ut,}rsrn i.t irrries*tfi by g*Llrrr d,
Thtllr {:ueln&** $$e fi[{}$t.}-y Luu*hritrl.r.;* ,i*r il*.6is fs*.#*n t}rcg g*uld not
*i&lt* f i $l. isCIs.&rn $ttd'rl*otde* t$, ,q;o ta i lprt* *rtknt*. Th*y onrs* urr *i i
ths trnLn, .$en rivnrby nnrl hl",c f,*.th.lr nt*,p'E$ Xn ti"r* b*n sar *lth t. l islf
stosh, ih';t.7 .rrrl,rrerl Ln *$fipsfstotr*, ln t i ie ru*nl;h *i i ;"f iy 1$8fi" Tk*y
b*gan ts rr"ts$ ca,.ttle Filon f,halr ;lrruXY'*r.ln F#n. r1|, Or*riiy n$r:i{} 1tls go*r
i**lt hsrdt*it '  hiln$red* CIf cnttle. ' f l*: i:r q*s.vory *i;rcrry; *.nd w*e n"*t*it
fo.r 

'rr*' l" lrr:$ 
tn$ str"*n*;s$f, ln tf ie cr:*"ntryr f iherefrrsl re 1lhs,l t irs h;:rrf, l*

o l r lpo o{ her i l l rq l  ea. t ,  }e* Sven.nf i ,*  he **ysr l tTi ; f ;  { r }sf i t  fun T evsr ' , r .S'
lrs.s l.n h*rri lnr: csttl$,rt . . \

/r ire i lr: 'st l*rurl i l iey toth up'l.n tiorth Snkct*d wes rr. ?rCI$r$stc4d" ssut"b, ' l f
f iLt f  ard on f iact lorr  18,  l t 'y" :n tosnFlt lp.  Yh*lr  h*rue ;rr : i  hsrn, 's l : r '  "hulLt
pf ,  ,nor i .  I 'ht ly ssnL to 0o*; , ruret ,or ; i i  fnr  t r ;spi3" i l rovlnlong. $o*ret , lnc*
thoy *ot ioet !.ri st '?rff isr t lrt l ,n tf i*;r fr,;f l1{it l" iree h;.,.d tc 616" n'dt ctr t,heLr' lrri*pse i.rrxl gr*+ql i lrouind urrt;11 t*ey {'nui;ri thir hr;rr} trnck n.l4nln,, "l}rriy

,  o i t t*  t i io l t  kerosln* I ; ra i r ,*  n l ,o*16'orr  th,ege' t r t l *  to use ln Lirr '  < lusklrene
9t I . i i  e i i ' l rn t i r ty pot lout  a.r :  Lr ist  re6oft  ln *r i$e t t t l ry * !Ot i lo1$, ' i ' l l&
lrefoglne ${}irist11pl"ls frOro *l lr i l i}rt}fr t}rrr.y Cirtrld nOt }19:ht Lilr i}r. . hS*.
c r iuse .  e i  th le  tney  *s . f r l ,e r l  *  Uot i le  $ f  a l i  J ,n ' th rLr  p**k* t  r :n r i  t , l tu *
t t r t*  * ' *u l i j .  nsvel*  . f r rero unle*s ' t " i$y t i i t r i$*}vqie f roue fo r l***} t*  f t t ig- 
tLrss ?en f,verby got . l^cet, ln n st.sr'r i sa be$ *h*t irc'" l"sot hle way,' i t i iren ns kno$ he r** lor*t lr* [url led thtl wxp,ltt l  i ;s$ u:: gli l"* ,*nwn. *.:r*

ja.upect t i iefe ou€r nl4i t .
dI ,e iJt . t  nnt  J,sv+ yery $+r iy nelgi l i i r r rn i ,s t l lere 6€1r@ nct ye jy dnnny ppopls

tlvlrS trr 'btr€ st*ts- a'L Eirsi", t i ,ne " rloidc $f lr i.* ri*nro*t n*,iglib*i"s $iels
*er l  , f r . ru ihonr , Is l rn Vrudhen, f , i l .bert  ' ; l l l rer t*c:rr  i leere r  Trr : . r lk  ?; l116lr l f :y,
Ti"rey rittl n$1* uso inU,Qr, rs&shlngry lri tbf} r:nf,ly ri,r:rsc Ytit)'l' iir * 

'u !rRli<*
ll i ;4 r, lsx ;. i l i t  i l . w&6isri *rlrt be*t*ee ttt*t lr *isc!,;!nery ti:ey fur. 'd fstJt' l iorc*ap
{orty eir l*kr" l rgr :  thrs* plgs " tnt l  t } l  { i  fet '  oomq. fhsy t f  isr i  t*  rg. lue
*rops. t rut  d, tC ni : t ,6u6csed g1 f i , rbf  b#Q:)u*s * f  r i rnught.  ?r i r l f  erul*
nut r . :* tHe crsps { 'or  f lv*  y$qF$. ' }n the elxth yeerrr t } l&r* rr$F e,  Su*d
ffop out,  i i  hel i  * t t rs 'gweir t  th* *ountr"v srnr* *€$tr{)y,s{ l  .xt  "*rr t l re}y,
After t i rat ' t i ) i iy  r* leEr,*  *  g*+* *r$.$ e, :ch, ! rsn"f . .  the k lnd,q cf  cr{r} i " r*
r i l lgg* cser$ "w-bsat,  orr ts,  r ' : ; id,  fJ.ni ,x.  ' f i i# *vfrrryt# t r lgC i ;*  rn l lx*  * t rn-
hut never i lF:le i, eucae*g *{" lt, 'T're gfrfrr nbop* yl*lrted $n i l.}! {svrltr&Ho

#fr  ln 2,  ! ;u,  to t t ru r ,cr ' l  r : . t  1,"r* t  L iu ' ( r .'-nlAS 
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