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MUCH used marriage service speaks of wedlock as |
an holy estate “not to be entered into unadvisedly ,,
or lightly, but reverently, discreetly, and in the fear

of God.” If such counsel were more generally heeded there
would be  fewer broken homes, and more families where
“mutual respect, love, and c:mnﬂmew:&:m would bring happi-
ness and peace.

The word “reverently” ought to be stressed in-this con-
nection. Marriage is an holy estate and should be so re-
garded. It was instituted by God Himself. Our Lord Jesus
Christ in a singular way honored the estate by His presence
at the wedding of Cana in Galilee. Those who enter mar-
riage reverently, in the spirit of prayer and devotion, soon
discover that only an intimate relationship with God can
serve as a source of needed forbearance and patience. Con-
stant fellowship with Christ in the Word and in prayer can
sustain that mutual nosmmgnm and unity of spirit and of
purpose.

Says the prayer with which the marriage service closes,
“Give them grace always to commend themselves to each
other, to cherish a due regard for each other’s feelings and
opinions, to be lenient to each other’s faults and infirmities,
just to each other’s virtues and intentions.” Where the spirit
of this prayer is put into daily practice most of the shoals
which often make the sea of matrimony rough and danger-
ous will be safely passed. Willingness to overlook, readiness e
to appreciate, determination to play the game of life to- . 7
gether, these will go a long way in bringing happiness to 5 MQ& Has \ omned Qlommmgm%
heart and home. ,

Heavenly Father, give to Thy children grace always to
regard marriage as an holy estate and so live together in .. % Bl
love and in the unity of the Spirit of Christ, our Lord. | T

A.P.H. No. 5064. Litho in U.S.A.



