I% was fifty=three years age that my fether, Omund Nelson Opheim, came to
Griggs County to make his home, It was the spring of 1879 thet he left Decorah,
Iowa in the compeny of Lars Brekke, Hans Seim, Colben C. Grindeland and lLars
Solberg, with thoughts only of finding e new home in the Dekotes, These men are
the pioneers of Griggs County.

They travellled as most all pioneers trevelled, with horses and covered wagonss
In Ste Paul they stopped to inquire about unclaimed lend with good timber. Here
they were given the neme cof & surveyor whom they were instructed to visit upon their
arrival in Yargos This man informed them that ™There was no better land in the
world™ than the land along the Sheyenne River, He, also, gave them a plat of thie
land, so they journeyed on anxiously anticipating the country vhere they were to
make & new home for themselves end their femilies, In Fargo, too, they traded their.
horses for oxen, es this animal is muech sturdier than the herse, and it is better
suited to this part of the country at that time.

Upon their arrivel in Valley City they proceeded south, but found all of that
land teken for e distance of at least fifteen miles, so they returned to Valley
Uity and then went north in quest of the land the surveyor had told them they would
find along the Sheyenne,

llo one had, as yot, settled at this particular point, but when these men saw
the land they were setisfied, end they unanimously deeided that this would be where
they would establish their new homes.

They had ordered thelr mail sent to Newbergh Postoffice over on the Goose River,
end this was a distance of twenty-four miles from the place they were locating on
the Sheyemne, One of the party, Lars Solberg, a brother of Mrs. Opheim, decided
to settle on the Goose River when he saw it, as it eppealed to him elthough the rest
were very anxious to return to the Sheyemne. The other members of the party begged
and pleaded with him to come baok. They pointed out the disadvantages of gplitting
up at this time, end what it would mean to their families, but he had fully decided
that the Goose River was where he wanted to mske his future home, so they returned
to the Sheyenne without him,

On their return to the Sheyenne they went up the Goose Hiver to its source and
then aeross te the Sheyenne, following the Sheyenne ¥o the point where they had
first chosen end where Opheim built e log cabin which was undoubtedly the first
home built in what is now Griggs County, and which cabin is now located on the
courthouse grounds at Cooperstown. The lime used fer plastering the house was obtain-
ed by burning the limestone on the premises.

After building the cabin in 1879, Opheim returned to Iowe for his family and
possessions going most of the way by train, and returning in a ecvered wagon with
his family in the fall,

leedless to say, the hardships of these pioneers of Griggs County were many,
oven flour was considered a luxury, and the nearest point at which it could be
obtained was Grend Forke, DYuring the wimber of 1879 it took three weeks to go
there and purchase it.

The orops were sowed by hand, end dragged with a home made dreg, fThe grain
wes cut with a cradle and threshed with a flail. Then, in order, to separate the
wheat and chef it was necessery to throw the grain across a room. The wheat wes
heavier than the chaf so it would go farther and so be cleaned,,

In 1882 they had their first term cof school for the children, It was held in
Opheim's log house, and Mr, Ole Serumgerd vas the first teacher.

These facts are taken. chiefly from e letter written to his wife by Omund Nelson
Opheim, dated Sheyenne River, August third, 1879, which letter is still in my
possessions
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Omund Nilson Opheim iari Rilson Opheim

Born Sept, 25, 1829 Born Febe 2, 1826

Ulvik Hardanger, Norway. Uivik dardanger, Norway.
Grigrs County, N, bak. Griggs Coumbty, N, lLake

Omund Wilsen Opheim came to what is now Upriggs County from Iowe in the spring
of 1379, settling on the land that is now the lels Uphedm farw en the Sheyeune
River, cast of Cooperstewn, amd at this time he built this log eabin which ig
undoubtedly the first homs built in Uriges Countye Later, duringbne gane summer
he returned to iowe and came bseck to Uriggs voumty by covered wagon with hig
family end possessions, ameng whie: were these articles of furniture in the ecabin,
here. .
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+ - ' .Biography of Omund Nelson Opheim (oldest pioneer)
ik 'i‘ --Kenneth Monson

A b 3
vTheliarents of this pioneer were Mr. and lMrs. Nels Opheim. The
name of this pioneer is Omund Nelson Opheim. He was born on September

29, 1829, in Norway.
!

He traveled in covered wagons from the state of Iows and came to
North Dakota in 1879 gnd settled on Section 12, Townsghip 146, Range 58.
Thelr first home was g log house. The closest place to go and get
provisions was at Grand Forks to the mill, but later they went to Valley
City.

Thelr closest neighbor was L. Martinson at the distance of twenty-
four miles.

The machinery they had were walking plows, and s home-made drag.
They cut grain with 2 cradle. They had a team of oxen, and sowed by hand.
They threshed with a flail. The wheat yielded forty bushels to the acre.
They got their wood from the timber on the farm. The first winter they
had no wheat crop so Mr. Opheim took his team of horses (they had not
traded off the horses for oxen) and drove up to Goose River where he
bought some wheat from another farmer. Other farmers from Goose River
accompenled him and they went to Grand Forks to get thelr wheat ground
into flour. They followed along the river valleys because they didn't
dare go across the prairie. The trip to Grand Forks took three weeks.

Prairie fires were frequent. When a fire started out the farmers
had to plow up furrows snd build beck-fires. The prairie fires were
not so bad ground Opheim's farm because of the river. But it did heppen
that the fire Jumped the river.

Omiind Nelson Opheim was married to Kari Solberg in Norway. The
only descendant of this ploneer is Nels J. Opheim, ooperstown, N. Dak.

Mr. Opheim died August 5, 1885, on the farm.



























early es 1879 but 1t was not until the spring of 1861 thet they
errived in apprecisble mmbore,

In the spring of 1878, Omund Welson Ophelm slsc eslled
Pionser Nelson ®es the first settler in what s now Weshburn
Township, end alse the first settler in Griggs County, Wr, eynsu
Geme from Winesheck County, Iows. He entered government land on
Sec, 12 of washburn Tp,

After bullding nis log cabin, eovering the roof with m
‘bark snd plestering the house by buming limestone found upon the
pPrairies, Mr, Opheim veturned to Towa for his family, returning
with his fomily in & covored wagon the fall of 1879,

The nesrest point st whien they e ould obtain nonr wes
Grend Porks. During the winter of 1878, 1t took three wesks to
8o there to purchese groceries,

Heedless to dey, the hardships of 'thmc ploneers of Grigse Co,
ware many, The orops wore sown by hend end dresged with 2 himee
made drag, The grain was ewt with & eradle end threshed with ¢
fletl, Inomrhmhmgmmmmnm
necessary to throw 1t seross the room, The wheat, being heavier
M&o&“f,mﬂyhr&.r-ﬁuuﬂm

In 1880, eame ¢, P, Bolken, pmund Fluto, ¢le lu.tg- end
John Tarfin who took lend $n Weshburn Township, Arne Luckeson,

" John Atehison and slex smu arrived the ssme yeor snd isttlfﬁ
in Sverdmp Township, '

In the spring of 1881, new sottlers snd lend seokers ceme

'xin%mt’m&eummmypxmw@ﬂ-z-mdmm‘m.

o Uphiotm wonia@ early end late to accommodate the neweomers,



PIRST SWITLRAS IN GRIGES COUNTY e

In 18682, shey had their first tewm of schoel for the
ehildren, Sehool was held in Opheim's log house and Ole
Serumgerd wes the first tescher in Gripes County,

The Nalson log eebin, the firet home in Origee County wes |
moved to Cooperstown in 1822, sn & foature of the fiftieth mmniversary
of the county, It now stands on the ecourt house aguare as @
momument to Griggs County pioneers,

Bibliography: Nels Opheim , *me

ﬁwmmtm, He Ds

‘A letter written by Omund Nelson Ophelim
auua_rs, 197, at Sheyenne to his
wife who was in Iowe,

Judge will R, Cerleton
Qooperatows, N, D,
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It was fifywthaes years ape that weefeeer, Omind Nelson Opheim, came o
Griggs County to make his home. 1% was the apring of 1879 that he left Decorah,
Iows in the company of Lars Zrekke, Hans Seim, Celben €, Grindeland and Lars
folberg, with thoughts enly of finding & new home in the Dakotas, These men preis
the ploneers of Griggs County.

they travellled as most all plonmeers travelled, with horses and covered wagonse
In 8%, Paul they stopped to inguire abeut unelaimed 1and with good tlmber. Here
they were given the name of & surveyor whom they were ilnstrueted to visit upon thelr
arrival in *argo, This man informed them that "There was no better land in the
world™ than the land slong the Sheyenne River, s, also, gave them a nlat of this
land, so they journeyed on anxiously anticipating the country vhere they were %o
make a new home for themselves rnd tholr families, In Farge, too, they traded thelr
horges for oxen, es this animal is rmuch sturdier than the horse, and it is better
suited to this part of the country at that time,

Upon their arrival in Valley City they proocesded south, but found all of that
land taken for a distance of at least i rteen miles, so t‘wv returned to Yalley
City and then went north in quest of the land the surveyer had told then they would
find along the Sheyenne,.

o one had, as yot, settled at this particular point, but when these men saw
tho land they were satisfied, and they umnimnumly decided that thls would be where

they would establish thelr now homes, T his iy (wed o wileswovth of *1,

One cf 'm rarty, Lars ' olber
er when he saw 1%,
to the Sheysune,
baoc. Thsy peint

home bullt in what is now Griggs County, erd which cabin ls new looabted on the ‘
courthouse grounds &t Cccperstown. Te lime used for plastering the house was nbhﬁ.w-
e by burning the limestone on the premises.

After bullding the cabin in 1879, Opheim peturned %o Iowa for his family and
poseessions goimg most of the way by train, aud returning in s covered wagon with

hig femily in tho fall,

Feedless to say, the hardships of these pionmeers of lriggs County were many,
even {lour was considered a luxury, and the nearest point at which it could be
obtained was Urand Forke. “uring the winter of 1879 it took three weeks to go
there and purchase it.

The orops were sowed by hand, and dragged with & home mede drag, The grain
wes out with a oradle and threshed with & flail, Then, in order, Lo separate the
wheat and che it was necessary to throw the grain aorces a room, I‘he wheat was
neavier than the cheffse 1t would go farther and so be gleaned.,

In 1882 they had their first term cof sohool for the children, It was held in
Upheim's log house, and Mr, Ole Serumgard vas the first teacher,

These facks are teken. ghiefly from & letter written to his wife by Omnd Nelson
Ophein, dated Sheyenne “iver, August third, 13879,



