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FIN] IqER BIOERAPFY
Crnund i i le lson 0ni re in  (o1r !est  p ioneer)

The  pa ren ts  o f  t h i s  p ioneer  were  l d r .  pnd  ' { r s .  l f e l - s  C r :he i rn .  The
na : - r ' l e  o f  t n i s  p ioneer  i s  Or4und  ITe l so r '  Ophe in .  Tne  p ioneer  was  bo rn
on $epte inber  29,  1rQ?9.  i {e  was born in  i ' jo r r ' . 'a l , ' .

! {e  t raveled in  vragons f ror - ' l  the s tate of  Iowa and eane to i . Ior th
Dako te  i n  1879  and -  se t t l eC  on  *ec t i on  12 ,  Tcwnsh ip  1 -4q ,  Range  58 .
T h e i r  f i r s t  h o n e  u , ' F o : - , ' 1  1 r  h o u s e .  T h e  c l o s e s t  p l a c e  t c  p ; o  a n r l  c i e t
p r o v i s i o n s  y / e r e  B ' , :  G r a n d  F o r k s  t o  t h e  n i 1 1 ,  b r r t  l a t e r  t h e l , ' w e n t  t ot / a 1 l . e J r  C r t . '

The i r  nea res t  ne i rhbo r  was  L .  ' r a . r t i nson  a t  t he  C . i s tance  o f  twen . t . r -
f o r : r ' r r i l e s

The  nach ine ry  the : r  had  were  wa lk ing  p1ows ,  anC a  hone-mad-e  Crag .
The , : '  cu t  g ra in  i ' r i t h  a  c r l i i l e .  The t ' hac i  a  tean  o f  oxen  anC sova6 f  | r r
hand .  The l r  t h reshed  : : i t h  a .  f l a i l .  The  v , rhed t  y le lCeC f  c : : t r , '  bushe ]  s
t o  t h e  e c r e .

.  Tne ' -  qo t  t he i r  i n rocd  f ro ' r r  t l : ' e  t i " nbe r  on  the  fa rn .  The  f l r s t- . ' r i n t e r  t h e l /  h a d : r c t  w h e r t  c r c n  s o  " T .  O p h e i - n  t c c k  h i s  t e a ' n  o f  h o r s e s
( t n s 1 '  h a d  n o t  t r a C e c i  o f f  t h e  l o r , q e s  f o r , ; x e n )  a n r i  r i . r o v e  r r p  t o  C c o s e
F . i ve r  vJhe re  ne  bc r . r l i r t  sc ' i l e  r rhea t  f  r o ' n  ano the r  f  a rne r .  O t te r  f  a r re rs
f ron ' l ocse  F . i r re : :  ecco ' rp rn ied .  h i " : r  i : nd  t . i : e i r  wen t  t o  Grand  Fo r r<s  to  l e t
t . i r eL r  uhea i  s ro r - rnC  in to  f  l _o ' . r r .  The : '  f  o1 'Lo r . reC  ; : 1 :ns  the  r i ve r  va1Le . rs
b e c a ' t s e  t h e : , r  d J - d n t t  d e r e  r c  r e r 3 s s  t r e  t : r a r : i e .  T n e  t r i i - .  t . 3 r a n c j .
: ' o r t s  t ook  th ree  i r yss1z3  '

i r a i r i e  f  i : ' es  r , i r e re  f  rec - :en t .  ' Tnen
haC to p loov ' . rp  fu- r ro:vs a1{  [ ,7_ i  ]qr .  Dack- j ' i
no t  so  bFr l  a round  Oohe i : t t s  f a rn  be .e .Use
na1 ]?en  tha t  t he  t ' i ] F  j u t l ped  t l r e  r i ve r .

Oq' - rnd l i f  e l -son Ocnel ,n  ' ,ya s  '1a. r r ie , l  to
on l - r r  l escendan t  o f  t n r  s  D lcneer  i  s  i l e  Ls' i r .  ^ r - l i t e l - ' 1 1  o i e d  A ' " ; . ' . : s t  : j t  1 e B T ,  o [  t h e

-- . ' {enneth l rongon

a  i ' 1 r e  s t a r t e  l  o u . t  t t e  f e r r e r s
r e s .  T n e  i : r p i r i e  f  r r e s  w e r e
o f  t i : e  r i ve r .  B r r t  i t  , J i d

Karr  Sc1 ' r :erg in  l , ] r : rwav.  , rhe
J .  : \ r . , l e i n ,  COOpefS tOr , t ' n ,  l r ' .  Dn ' r .

fa r"n .
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FIC$gEn BIO&RAPrIT _ -  a, !  - !  ,0nund l le leon 0pheirn (oldest pioneer)
4,-+ 17"".-"r-, a-#",- i'14 /vva.' > -

/ ' f ire perents cf t ir ie ploneel were l,+r" &,nd l.{ts. i i iels Opirelm. . The name
.of ,this _r:ioneer ie 0ff.und I,IeIeon.Opheln. ?he pioneel Tyas born on

. Se.oteinber 29, 1829. He was .born in } Iorway.
r tHe traveLed in covered wa,goq-rs f ron the state of  lorqa and.ca.me to gorth

Dakote ln 18?9 and sett led on Sect ion 1e, lownship 146, Range 58.
fhe l r  f l r s t  i rome wae a . log  house.  The c loseet  p lace  to  go  and ge t
provis ions'wp*s e. t  Grand Forks to the ni l l  ,  but  la, ter  they went to
Va l ley  C l ty .

. r l fheir  c losest neLg'bbor was L.  Mart inson at  tne dlstance of  twenty-four
rni 1e e

./rThe rrrachinery they had were walking plows, and a. horne-rna.de drag. They
cut grain with a cra..dl,e. ?hey had a tean of oxen, and eowed by hand,
They thresned with a,  f la i l .  The wheat y ie lded forty bushele to t i re
a c r e
They got their nocd fro'n the timber on tire fa,rrn,
The f i let  wlnter they had no wheat crop so Mr,  Ophelm took his team of
horses  ( tney  had.  no t  t ra .ded o f f  the  horsee fo r  oxen)  and drove up ' to .
$oose Rlver where he bought some wheat f rom another fa,rmer.  0 ' ther

' farrners from Soose 4.iver accornpg.nled hir:n and tbey went 'bo 0rand f, 'orka
tc get their  whea,t  ground- into f lour.  Tl iey fo l lowed. along the r lver

.  va l leye  beca.uee they  d idn t t  dare  go  across  t f ,e  p ra . l r le .  The t r lp  to
#rancl  Forks tock three weeks.

' iPrair ie f i res were f reouent.  i ryhen a f l re etarted. out the farrners had
to  p low up fu r rows ar iO ou t td  back* f i ree ,  The pra i r ie  f i res  were  no t  ,
so .ba ,d . .a round Ophe inrs  fa r ,a  bece.uge o f  the  r i ver ,  But  i t ' d ld  hapS:en
that t i re f l re jumped the r lver.

i 'C,nund l {e1son 0inelm wQ,s nalr led to Kar i  Solberg in Norwa,y.  The only

"  
descendant  o f  t i r l s  p ioneer  ie  Ne le  J ,  0ohe l in ,  Coopers town,  l f .  Dak .

. . "Mr .  0phe in  d led  August  5 ,  1885,  oo  the  fa rn .

--Kenneth t,{onson
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