PIONEER BIOGRAPHY .
Omund Nelson Opheim (oldest pioneer)

The parents of this pioneer were Mr. and Yrs. Nels Opheim. The
name of this pioneer is Omund Nelson Opheim. The pioneer was born
on September 29, 1822. He was born in Norwav.

He traveled in wagons from the state of Iowa and came to North
Dakota in 1879 and settled on Section 12, Township 146, Range 58.
Their first home was a2 log house. The closest place to go and get
provisions were at Grand Forks to the mill, but later they went to
Valley City. : :

Their nearest neighbor was L. Martinson at the distance of twenty-
four miles.

The machinery they had were walking plows, and a home-made drag.
They cut grain with a cradle. They had a team of oxen and sowed bv
hand. They threshed with a flail. The wheat vielded fortvy bushels
to the acre.

Thev got their wood from the timber on the farm. The first
winter they had not wheat crop so Yr. Opheim took his team of horses
(they had not traded off the horses for oxen) and drove up to CGoose
River where he bought some wheat from another farmer. Other farmers
from Goose River accompanied him and they went to Grand Forks to get
their wheat ground into flour. They followed along the river vallevs
because they didn't dare go across the prairie. The trip to Grand
Forks took three weeks.

Prairie fires were frequent. When a fire started out the farmers
had to plow up furrows and build back-fires. The prairie fires were
not so bad around Opheim's farm because of the river. But it did
happen that the fim jumped the river.

Omund Nelson Opheim was married to Xari Solberg in Norway. The
only descendant of this piloneer is Nels J. Opheim, Cooperstown, N. Dak.
Mr. Opheim died August 5, 1885, on the farm.

-=Kenneth Yonson
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" -«‘Pne parents of this pioneer were ¥r. Bad ¥rs. Nels Opheim. . The name

of thie pioneer is Omund Nelson Opheim. The pioneer was born on

September 29, 1829. He was born in Norway.

“He traveled in covered wagons from the state of Iowa and came to North
Dakota in 1879 and settled on Section 13, Township 146, Range 58.
Their first home was a log house. - The closest place to god and get
provisions wes &t Grand Forks to tne mill, but later they went to
Valley City. .

ATheir closest neighbor waes L. Martinson. at the distance of twenty—four S |
miles. i

AThe machinery they had were walking plows, and a home~made drag. They
cut grain with a cradle. They had a team of oxen, and sowed by hand.
They threshed with a flail. The wheat yielded forty bushels to the
acre. ‘ ;

They got thelr wood froa the timber on the farm. ‘
The first winter they had no wheat crop so Mr., Opheim took his team of

‘horses (they had not traded off the horses for oxen) and drove up ‘to,
Goose River where he bought some wheat froam another farmer. Other

- farmers from Goose River accompasnied him and they went to Grand Forks
ta get their wheat ground into flour. They followed slong the river
valleys because they didn't dare go_across the prairie. The trip to
Grand Forks took three weeks.

“Prairie fires were frequent. When a fire started out tﬂe farmers had
to plow up furrows and build back-fires. The prairie fires were not 4
80 bad around Opheim's farm because of the river. But it did happen
that the fire jumped the river.

(i Caund Nelson Opheim was married to Kari Solberg in Nowway. The only

#> descendant of this pioneer is Nels J. Opheim, Cooperstown, N. Dak.

+Mr. Opheim died August 5, 1885, on the farm.

. --Kenneth Monson
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