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:  F la t4t . ; ,  l , fe i fer  was born at  i r i i .ehaelsdor f  ,  Io i ren i -a,  Austr la  on
July  10,  1958.  l .n  13?1 he ca ine to  i ;he TIn i teC.  $tates, r i t i r  h is  i larents
ip  

"order  to  i rnprove the i r  op l lor tun i t ies.  T l ' r .e : r  e i lbar l ied on t l : re  sh ip
iSalt imore and land"ed- at ,salt l inore after a tr ip of eir- lnteen days on t}-e
ocean. Froia l lal-t i i rrore tt ie;, '  e&ine iry rai i  to ' tTatervi l-1e, ., i innesota r." lhere

i { r " .  F fe i f e r  l i vec l  f o r  t en  7ea rs .

lLe came to Cassel ion,  l : lor th  Uakota for  an adventure,  wi t l : r  t t re  i -n-
tenti-on of retr-r.rnin6 in a short t i :ne but i ie sta;red one J/ear. l ihi i-e he
i ,vas in  Cassei ton,  ] te  ' . ' las  pers l raded by Joe l3ar tos,  a in  acql la in tance,  to
go vr i th  l : i ln  to  Coopersto ' ; rn ,  i ior t i r  i lakota.  Fro: :n  Casse1t ,o,n they_shipped
io i jp f fa lo ,  l lor th  Dakota,  and-  f ro :n t i r .e : :e  they i l rove to  Val le ; r  Cl t i l  v r i th .
oxen.  Tn Val ley Ci t l r  t t rey loac ied u1r  wi t i :  lumber and k i tchen utensi ls
anc ' l -  cont inuecl  on the i r  journey.

I i ea r  Va l l ey  C i t t ' t he  roac l s  r ye re  be in r : ' i r o r ' l : ec 'L  o [ ,  and  they  5 ;o t  s tuck
three t i rnes.  TLab n i r lh t  they canped a loni ;  the sor- i th  s lde of  the i3a11
:l j- l1 Creek. After, anotl:rer d.a.;rt  s journe;;, t i :e;r reacheC the place "r i-rere
r-La-r { '  i  rrol. I  rr sett leci. .Anotire:: f  aif l i l"y ci. :ne u1: at t jre saJle t i ine r so th.eyu . : r c r J  r  r r r + r ! J

bu:i l t  a sl:ack forirbeen b-v sixteen wlth a ror:rf of lu. iaber arrcl wal"ls of sod.
, ' f ter  i t . ; rae co. ,11) le teC,  i t  ra iner f  forb l ' r rec d-e- ; 's  s t ra ig) : t t .  lhe; ;  hac l  no
other  s l re l . ter  for  t i re  t ' rc  ho i "ses,  so ' the7 l rad to  l reep t i :em in  tLre s t rac i i ,
anci t i :rey also had to eat ancl sleep in tLre slraci: therL:selves. ' .1- ' l .reir l :ac1
' iwo  tea ins  o f  oxen  anC c lu r l n .3  the : :a i l r  t ; l : c ; r , . r azed  o f f ,  a i r c r  t i t e ; ' r Je rc  no t

. l r l -e  to  f in i l  the i , r  for  a  vee1. : .

The , ir:verninent su-rvo-ir c"l id- ,ot inclui le ttre lani i  on vrlr ich the, ' ;  va.nted.
t o  s e l , i ; l o .  r ' i r e y  s t a r t e c l : L o , n e a s L r r e  b ; ' t a l r e  l j . n e  f r o r i t  t l r e  l a n c l  t h a t  h a d
been  s r - r r vc l red ,  and , , ra r l : ed  o f r ' t he  l anc r  t l l e ; ' ' ' ' . ' an ted  to  f : L le  on  by  s ta i t cs .

"1"1an 
|  " r r " - '  <  nrr  gf , ,  lg61 On t }C lancl  r rnt  j .1  j - t  r : :  S Sl l f  Vel red.  by the i ;OVefn.nent  .

Tn thosc days peop.Le f i lec l  on lanc i  and d ic l  not  l i rave to  inake im-
prove:nents for  s i ,x  ueel ' rs .  

'Jhel "efore 
r  i f  t i re l '  se 'b t led on so i l le  land"  that

had" been taken it ;r somebody else, thel. . :rould rr. le\. ie to r love.

iv l r .  Pfe i fer  f i led"  a r ) ree i , ip i i t ; i r ,  to  f  i le  on a pree- . tp t lon ; *ou-  hac
1;o pr.r.t  two nundrecl and f i f ty ctol lars of i- inprovembnts and pa:i one dollar
andr  t rverr i . r - f - jve cenus an acre ancl  i i "n  s i - ; l  lnon 'uhs the c ieed.  woulo be s : ignedL
to you.  the se jne; iear  - re  f i lec l  on a krornestead.  in  the s&i r t€  sect ion rvh ich
he proved. u-p in f ive jrcars . I : '  1i34 l.re too,1r a tre e clal in neal: - ' icl{enry
,. 'r ir i-ch l le later traclec1 for a tea'n o-f Lrorses.

l le  then bui l t  a  sod shacl i  on h is  ho, r tosteai r ,  and a l i t t le  whi le  la ter
he bui l t  a  i ronse of  lurnber  (12x 16)  rv l : ich is  s t i l l  a  par t  c f  the house
on t l :a t  fann.  i le  hac l  to  i le t  h is  su1, ,1 l ies and.  haul  i r is ; - l ra j .n  to_ Coopers-
to . rn .  A  d i s t snce  o f  t ' n - ! - r t een  :n l l es .  i l e  so l c l  so ine  w , rea t  f o r  30 {  a ] : r : " she l ,
l r r l i :  n .n- inos,venN, dolvn as 1o" . .1  as 3t ,51 for  nu.nber  one leard v i reat .  Oats so ld.
for"  as low as seven cenls  a bushel ,  a l though i f  i - re ; ' r , ranted to  bu; '  a l i l ; r r
the;r hacl -ro i)a:; al:ou.t 25;cents a l-r ' . lshel. 3ar1e;: s91t1 for twentl, '  to t i :- ir t ; i-
' ivb cents a br- ishel .  Ihe;  ha.c1 to  pa. - ) i  s .s  l : i  lh  s ,s  i ' '2 .25 a bu.shel  for  seed"

a; . ,  and se l l  i t  f  or  68(  a brr .shel .
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