
PlO}TEER BTOSF.APTTY
C h a r l e s  R o t h e r t

The  nane  o f  t he  pe ren ts  o f  t h i s  p ioneer  a re  nc t  i r ncwn  as  the_ r r
d ied .  when  th i s  p ioneer  was  i n  i n ' ' ancy .  The  f r : l ! . ] -  na .ne  o f  t he  p ioneer
1s  Char les  Ro the r t .  Se  was  bo rn  : -n  Se r rnanv ,  l eT r te " ' l be r  2Q,  1s41 .

I i e  l e f t  h le  fo r .ne r  home because  the re  were  no  opnor tun l t i es  1n
the *1d.  countr : f  .  T{e eex0e to }Tor th Del .o ta lnstead of  sone other  s ta. te
beca .use  o f  t he  wonr le r f r r l  opco r t r : n l t i es  where  the  p ioneer  wcu ld  ob ta in
f  ree  a ;ove rnnen t  l - and  he re .

The  exper ienees  f rom h i s  f o rne r  hon  to  ] I o r th  Dako te  were  n lee -sa .n t
a n d  e n j o y a b i e  t r i n s  o v e r  1 a n r l  o n ' l  s e e .  T h e  e x a c t , l a t e ' { r .  R o t n e r t
e a n e  t o . l T o r t h  D a u b t a .  i s  n c t  k n o w n ,  b 1 t  i n ; f r l r r s  l ' €  c p _ n 1 e  i n  l - 8 9 3 .
The  ea r l f  €xn r - i  ^nces  o * '  p ioneer  {ays  v re re  ve r ' ' /  r i qo rous .  So :ne  o f
t h e n  w e r e :  q i l i n q  c n  l a n d  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o b j e c t  s o u g h t  w h l - c h  i n  t h i s
case was dOne 'Oef  ore the ro ' rernrent  Sr . t_rveJ/  y \ ias - f  in isher l " .  Luck i ly
t i l e  1 i t t 1 e  c a b i n  b r r i l t  r v a s  f o r r n d  s i t , r e t e d ' , : ' i t h l n  t h e  p r o p e r  b o u n C a r l e s
when t i re  governnent  sr . t r r . f  e-1r  was complete, i .  The locat i .on bf  th j  s  lanC
a . s  f 1 l e d  i s  d e s c r i b e d _ g "  t h e  w e s t ; -  o f  t h e  s o ' l t h e a . s t  *  a n d  t h e  s o r : - t h  e Lo f  t he  no r theas !  t ,  a l l  o f  sec t i on  8 ,  To ; rnsh ip  146 ,  R inge  5c ,  i n
Cr - i g l j 9_Coun ty ,  $o r th  Dako ta .  _  E rec t l ng  the  d .w-b1 l i nE  was  the  bu i l _d ing  c f
a  l  i t t l e  s o d  i : c r t s e ,  r F  - i e r  c a b i n ,  t n e  r o o f  o f  w h i c i  w a s  o f  r o u q h  b o i r . l s
a n d  n o t  s h i n e l e d .
*  T r i ps  to  to r r yn  fo r  p rcv i s ions  were  made  b l r  ox  tean  o r  on  foo t .
I h .  n9a l  ne rghoors  o f  ' " i .  Ro the r t  we re  Thcnas  Rober t son ,  Dav iC  Sor thy ,
I ru- i ler t  chr- r rch and others.  The f  i rs t  :nacninery r r f l  s  a  wa1t '1ne,  breaking
p19y ,  a  wood  en  f  ra ' ne  sn r i  ng  too th  ha r ro l v ,  a  s ione  boa t  t c  O5 '  t r : e
haul ing a 'bout  the fer r l  a .nC a r roke 01 'oxen to Co the wor ' rc .  A s"na, l l_
p a t c n  o f  w n e n t  w a s  f  i r r t  r e l i s e d .  p o t a t o e s ,  t u r n i n s ,  a r r l  r r : t a b a e a s
w e r e  a n o n g  t i : e . f i r s t  v e g s t a b l e s .  S o . n e  w o o c l  w a s . , r s e d  f o r  f . , r J i ,  i l s o
l l i l ch  hay  and  s t rau  was  bu rned  i n  the  l i t t ]  e  o l ^  s tove  to  l . l eep  tne
chi l -dren l?arn in  the sod cabin.  l , ' iuch harr ' lsh i r r  was enco. ' . rn te"Lo tc  cro-
v i d e  f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  i a l i l l r  o e f ' o r e  t i r e  c r o p  c o u t d  b e  h a . r v e s t ; O  a n C .' lE r l re tec l . ,  and  p repa  red  fOr  t i : e  seve re  : v in te r  con r j i t iOns .  $ t rong
s to tns ,  b r : t  no  t c rnaCoes ,  i t r e re  f  e l t  i r  l l . r t h  Da l ro ta ,  p ra i r i e  f  l . i es
r rere l l r - t ' rerous and d id n ' . rch dataqe to  crops anr i  hay genera l ly .  T j :erew e r e  n c  s r i i o c l  h o r . r s e s  i n  t h e  p i o n e e r  d a y s  r n  l l o r t h  D a k o t a .  L a t e r
s 'neL '  sc l i oo l  houses  were  e rec led  wh icn  y , re re  a l so  ' , sed  fo r  re l1E lons
u o r s ! : i p .

?he  mar r i age  o f  t h i " s  p ioneer  v ras  to  l , i i s s  r i ' ' r l 1 i e  S te inke  i n
G e r n a n y .  D e s c e n d a . n t s  o f  t n e  p i o n e e r  a r e :  J l y s : : "  A . :  . C .  R e a m e s ,  C l a r k s t o n ,
l T a s h i n l : t o n ;  1 .  L . , t r o t h e r t ,  B i n f o r , : j ,  l r .  r j a k . ,  ' r r s .  p a r : 1 1 n e  S t i r r ,S ' ' r . t ton,  i i r .  Dar : .  ,  Fred Rother t ,  r , {axba-ssr  } ,T.  l , * 'n .  ,  l r ; ; . -  i tu f  en ' ic6 i i l loch 

,J e S S i e ,  " .  D a l r .  ,  l f r S .  E " n r n e  P e t t i n s e r ,  * a n n a . O - 1 . 4 ,  t ' .  l a k .  ,  r i r g .  F r a n k
Sperge - r ,  Fe l ta  ro ,  l 1 . l _be r te  ,  Oanada .

Th is  o1d  p ioneer  c t l . e< j  Sep tenber  ? ,  l g r , l ' r ,  and  was  b r : r I e r i .  i n  Z tonLr- r th  era.n C eneter l r .

- -A ' j a  Le ln in te r
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Blography of Charles Rothert
--Ada. Lelnlnger

The name of the parents of thls ploneer are not known as they
d.led. when thls oloneer was 1n lnfancy. The fu1I ns:ne of the ploneer ls
Charles Rothert. He was born ln Germany, Septenber Ze, 1841.

I le lef t  h ls former home because there were no opportunl t les 1n
the old. country. Ite ca.me to North De.kota lnstead of sone other etates
becauee of the wond.erful opportunltles where the ploneer eould. obtaln
.free government 1and here.

- The erperlences from hls former home to North Dakota. were pleas+.nt
and. enJoyable trlps over land. and. sea. The exa,et d.ste &{r. Rothert came
to North Dakota 1s not known, but ln June he cane 1n 1895.

The ea.r1y e:cperlences of ploneer d-ays were very rlgorous. some
of them lvere: Fll lng on land" wa.s the flrst obJect soug[t whlch ln
thls case was done before the government survey was flnlshed.. LucklLy
the l ltt le cabln bu1lt was found. sltuated. w1th1n the proper bound"arles
when the government survey was comoleted., The locatlon bf tnfs Land
as f1led. 1s d,escr lbed as the west *  of  the southeast {  and. the south $of the northeast * ,  a l l  of  sect lon,  E ,  Townshl 'o 146, Range OO, 1n Grlggs
County, North Dakota. Erectlng the d.well lng was the bu11d.lng of a fft{fe
sod. house, ra.ther cab1n, the roof of whlch was of rough boards and not
sh1ng1ed.

Tr lps to town for provls lons were made by ox team or on foot.  ?he
lePr nelghbors of Mr. Rothert were Thona.s Robertson, Da-vld Gorthy,
Hubert Church and. othere. The flrst machlnery wa,s a walklng , briaklng
plow, a wood.en fra-me sprlng tooth harrow, a stone boat to d.o irre
haullng about the farm and-a yohe of oxen to do the rvorfi. A sma1l
patch of  wheat was f l rst  ra lsed. potatoes, turnlps,  and rutabagas
were arnong the flrst vegetab}es. Some wood. was used. for fue1, also
mgch hay and. straw was burned" 1n the l l t t le old.  stove to keep-the
ch1ld"ren wa.rn ln the sod. cabln. &luch hardshlp wa-s encounterbd to
provlde for the l ltt le famlIy before the crop could. be harvested. and.
marketed"r  &Dd prepared. for  the severe wlnter condl t lons.  Strong storns,
but no tornad.oes, were fe l t  1n North Da.kota,  pralr le f l res were nunerous
anct d.1d. much damage to erops and hay generally. There were no school
houses ln the ploneer days 1n North Dikota.  Later smaI l  school  houses
l tere erected, whlch were also usecl  for  re1lglous worshlp.

fhe marr lage of  th ls ploneer was to tu i1ss Emll le Stelnke 1n
Germany.

Descend-ants of  th ls r : loneer are:  Mre. A..  c.  Reanes, crarkston,
Tfashlngton; G._L: Flot f rer t l  Blnford. ,  N. Dak.;  &trs.  paul lne Starr ,  Sui ton,
I -  P"F.;  Fred. 4othert ,  Iu1a.xbass, N. Dak.;  &irs.  Helen l , iccu11ocb, iessle,
I. - D*k. i !trs. . Eio*? Plttenger, I{a-nnaford, N. Dak. ; tr{rs. Fra.nck strerger,
Reltar, Alberta., Canada.

3{r. Rothert d"led. Septembe? ?, lgOB and. was burled ln Zion Lutheran
Cenetery.
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. . ' Ths  n f f r re . r f  L l ' i €  p : l rGn ts  o i  t i r Ls  f t o i i e l r  i l i r i  t i i l t  i {So t "n  l s  t hey , ' i i s , i  t sben

?ht* ;t l*n*er w*;e ln. inf,rnuy. ?ht;,f lr iL n&.s& *f the pl.on**r 1S ffitar].ee
fr,tth*rt. i1* wr.c lr*rn tr.n *er;*s;ny, lispltirr?:'wr ii$l 1S41. ,

^ " { l l *  1* f t  h le  fo r r re r  hom,r  beonute  t , i i l ! * : i , }? . " }  f lo  o .c133tun l t iee  in  t l ie  aLd'"coun{:ry.  
i ie *a;ns to ' r , ior th k i ic* t r . : ,  l t is t*s,d ' } f  **{ t*  sther etates beug.uag

sf th* ;,,,rlni{63'fsl +pportuir"ttl.e* rlirl*rr.': t,te grtone*r **uld cb'$nl& fr'sc
+ogerr : ' f ,u*nt  Lt ; i , i  l t r ; t€r

4{ir"t* exp{:r1erif i{$s frcrr hlq f*r*ne'r hs'** t '}}lsrt?r f l*ekeita trer* pl*r"aen$ p,n$
' 

enjiryr'a1€ trlpr.l i lv*f lr i; id , i; id *€$r .i l i* 6xffG'b ri.s"tsi rtr,. i i f l thert cf i$o to
$tr t1- '  l -ko t , .+ 1e nct  r rnuwrr,  l ;u i  l l t  Jui ie ht  csrne in 1$83,

)q -?Uu e" i l y  exper le .E ice*  o { 'p to r re* r  r i : ry . i .T rere  v* ry  ? l i ro touo.  l cne  o i ' '  thec
I 'sere;  f l l i [ ;1 o] :  l * ,*rJ w*.s ' t i rar  f i rst  s i ] jsst  soru; ; i r t  wir tg]r  in t i r ts s6{]s s&O

*nns ?rr fnrs i i ' r , , :  governi*ent $wr1r*y tsa* f i .n i .sh*ci .  Luck1Ly t i re I t t t ls
g*trln hutl[ #r,s .{ 'ounii gltu*tqr,, i i  r.r$.trrlrr i] i* }roper hround'nrJ.*s when bhe
irovern,y,$nt Fnrvey sT.s e*rnpl* t*r{ . "  The locn-t lon nf  t } r fs le l r l 'ev f t l * t3 lg
r l , :$gci ' t r* : iJ . : . i r .+ lne went l .* l i :  t j ie gCr. : t l ier ,gt ; ;  n l ' t i l  t ] ' re sOut i l :1 r . r l ' t i :c  l lot t lF
satb f  r  x l . l }  ' . r { '  **ct , tnn S, T*wns61p 1"4'3r * i .* . r r6e.  S0r l r r  . i r lggs.Sountyr ,  -
l inr t i r  i lpkbt*,  : , : r ;* i l r i1 Lht,r  dwe].Lin: .  nr ,**  t | te hul le l lng . ; ] f  a I i t tLe *6d.

.  houge;,  r&t , ' i i i r  cni : ln,  t l ' i , l  r r*J i  r f  whlc i t  t t : r*  uf  roqi6h board,a n-r ld not
,uit t ngl r:rd ,

r1|- frlpa go tdrnr f..rr pr:ovlslene *' 'srtr. qraii* by sx bearr or n.n Jsqt. Tilt l  ns&s
neLghb.ore uf i{r. nsth{jrt $ers f,ho:ttae Floirerbsonr DsvlC fior.th}'r l{ubert
( r t lu rsh ; iuc l  e i t i re rs*  ?he f t re t  in$ch lnery : ryss  n  wa lk . lngr  -g reek t r r4  p ) .ov t  &
vooq3en ftrn,ns $i)rlniJ trotb hrrlo?f,r F; $tone bont to ds the hEu11n6; *hOut
the fnriu *nd s $oke of orcen to rlCI t i ie work" ..( sm&ll pfitr lt i  of wttedt wsfr\  f l ret  r* , lner i .  Fot*tosBr turnlgr*,  r r rd rut , r rb i lgnn wcre 6. i l lo l r f f  t l r t  f l rst
vr .* ;etah1es. t*ne nl l t l  h 'E?6 u"oed." ' r r  {uelr  s, lso rnuchjr$,y and Stray res

. b i r r s * p  l n  t r e  l i b t l . e  o k l  e t o v e  [ u  k e * p  t h r ' c h l l d r E n  ? r s r f i  t : I  t h e  a o d
. ssht.n.  l , {uoh }r l l i ta. t ip er}r}  enoountgred to provlc i i , ;  ior  t l ie I l t t " te f , l r :*Ll I

h*fore t l r "*  cxoi)  could 
'ns 

harve ste* snJ int i  rk.etedr .s^. I iJ  i l rennred-for l ;he
sgvero wlnter c i : r ic l l t : - lnn,  i i t rong atcrui*o brt t  n? L.ornncloee, : j ( { .1. t r& f  61t
l r i  Xorth i l r r l {o i rnr  pral . r ie f  l res 'wBrr- i  vtusie}, tus * . r id i l1 i  r1 ' [c i \  dara*ge to
srope : ; i i t  i l **1r 6*ner i :11y.  fh*r*  wers nr:  

-eoh*oL 
huuse$ ln i ; i ie pl*nser

d :Lye  i ,n  i ' i ? r t . r  5 r ,k6 te .  [ ,E t : r ' * ,xn i . l  nc i r r :c l  h 'x rges  wer€  er€c l ;e ' l  w l i l c i r
, . sere  t i luo  upe, i  I  r r  rc l " l  i i ous  ; , f , r i r l i Lp .

4T f i r*  - ;n i ,Fr1 ' , , , i 's  a l '  tnts .s ioneer F{nB to : / tns 5ru11le Stelnke 16 *errr ,any,
j , ,  r leeee,rC,rnis , r f  t ls  * l innter atre:  " i i r8.  j i *  S.  Reaurggr Clartc*tcnr ia* i l in6*

," ' toni  ,1.  1, .  Hothert ;  : . i inf*rd,  , ; .  Jrk,  I  H.r$.  Fai l l lnr :  $tg rr  r  .FtJt ton,  .  i { '  **k '
F ' r*d i t . l tn*r-b,  lSa,xr; i r rs,  ; '1.  '$*-k.  

i  r , { ' l f i .  i i *1*rr  t r icrJu} lcci ' r r  Jes": i t ,  
' , i .  i ;a l r . ;  ,

l , irS, --11-r1r*Lr. ... i tte*nXelr i l ,. i ,rnaf#ttJ, 1., 1JA,k',; i{ l ' ; , Ff;tn$k :tpSf&l€f r f ieltaftr
.  * lber tn r  j  arr i , t ta.

.."1 Tlrie i l l , i  {rl,oi:,} i jr {}ied $*;; ' [e ;ni:*r 7, ].S'i i ] ::nd wag trurlctd ln ?"lan Lu$irsf,en

pI* tYft *I*{}riAPilY
*h i ' r les  Fnth+r t

-*r irt ! l  L*lr i inger

,


