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=TT\ to Bannit, Montana. They got'only part way when some Indians

stole one of the horses so ¥r. Roés had to resort to the ox teams.

Royal Ross lived at Bannit for about a year and then left for Salt Lake

City, Utah. Previous to this time Mrs Royal Ross died. Mr Ross left

Thomas with some people known by the name of "Buck" Stintson. Stintson

was hanged-for defrauding the-law and so Mrs. Stintsen gave Thomas to
another woman to keep. When Royal Ross returned to Bannit after one
of the severest winters in the United States, which was in the year
1863, he found Thomas with the other woman.

Roy#l Ross took Thomas back to Salt Lake City where they lived
until December, 1869. The year that the Union Pacific railroad was
finished, they went to Michigan. In order that they could get to Michi-
gan by the train road it was neceésary for Mr. Ross to first buy the
tiCKEtmﬁf q?aEY;llewqu? to Echo Cityl there they ngght the p}?get tq
Omsha. Here they had to waite 888 five day$ for the baggage to get
there. From here they took the train to Chicago, and then took the
Rock Island Pacific railroad to Hudson, Michigan.

Living in Michigan until 1881, the Rosses came to Valley City,
North Dakota on April 28, 1881. Here they worked on a farm owned by
Frank Rice. The next winter they started a pécture gallery in Tower
City, since Royal had received some training along this line.

"On the seventeenth of March 1883, we had one of the worst blizz-

‘ards in _the fnistory of North Dekot®. A PoSteriger trallnl was Stuck In thne

snow on the east side of Valley City, while about a mile behind this
a freight train was stuck. The trains were finally dug out and when they
got into the city the next night they were exactly 24 hours late." said

¥r Thomas Ross.
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The two Rosses filed homesteads in Greenville township, which is
now called Steele county, in the year '82. Mr. Ross walked from Tower
City carrying 75 Dpbends of provisions for a distance of 45 miles.

In orderk that he wouldn't get lost it was necessary for him to follow
the Siblee trail past Luvemne, and then follow the section line.

There was so much snow that only two farms could be seen between Siblee
and Rewexx@ikxx the honestead.

When the Mardell boom came in 1884, Mr. Ross moved to the 8ite
of Mardell. It was thought at that time that the place would become the
county seat of Griggs County. At that tige E. H. Steele wgnted Hope
to be the county seat, while R. C. Cooper wantedCooperstown. The
parts were divided up and Hope was made the county seat of Steele counyy
and Cooperstown of Griggs county, while Mardell,wzx which was right on
the Tine was anngliated. -

Mr. Ross planted his first crop in 1886, and had to have it thrah
shed by horse power. He hauled the wheat 17 miles to Hope where he re=-
ceived from &8 50 to 60 cents a buchel. Because of the poor roads and
the difficulty of crossing the river, Mr. Ross was unsgble to bring the
grain to Cocperstown.

In recalling some of the trials of settling the county seat

problem, Mr Ross told of angt incident which happened in Cooperstown.

_The records which had to do with the county seat being placed in Cooper-

stown, were being kept in a small shack which was located about(;here
the present William Hammer farm is now) Three men were guarding the
papers but were sleeping when some masked men came over from Hope to

8teal the papers. Theyused a log as a ram rod and forced the door of the

shack. They then held up the three men, stole the papers and disappeareéé
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"Some people gathered Buffalo banes for a living", said Mr. Ross.
"I do not remember seeing any live Buffalo on the plains but there
used to be a few Bntelope around here and one man kiiled a Moose in
January, 1883, close to Luverne."

Relating incidents about the wegther ,¥Mr. Ross told of one winter
morning when he was stay ing with another man in a shack, he awoke
and found four inches of snow on t=e top of the bed. He had to dig
his walj out of the house and then dig down through the hay shute to feedw
the stock. Two farmers were snowed in so tight that they were unable
to get to their barns until four days after the storm. The mules were
packed in solid in thier stalls with the sbow. This storm had been
predicted by a canadiam weather prophet named Wiggins. Th& man had
written to President Chester Arthur and warned him to have all ships
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sake in harbor, which he did. The Arom corso M“WW L‘-}m il

«Mr. Ross_moved to Riverside township in 1894 , and was married
to“'lwgm‘m : ‘?h(‘.m
in March 1896. He stayed in this place until 1909, after which he moved

to Cooperstown, -
He worked
Weaxking nights in the wiwter time as janitor of the high school
buildings, until 1919, After that he was janitor for four years.
Mr. Ross was Janitor of the high school through the term of the mkx

graduated class of 1923.




