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ta€[+e\ to  Ban, . i t ,  Hontana.  rhey got  on ly  ?ar t  s lay r j rhen some fnd. ians

s to le  one  o f  t he  ho rses  so  L I r .  Eoss  ha r l  t o  reso r t  t o  t he  ox  teams .

Roya1 l toss l ived at  Fanr i i t  for  abcut  ? ,  year  and then le f t  for  Sal t  l - , - -ke

r r i * r r  TT ' l - oh  p rev ious  to  th i s  t ime  } f r s  i l o . t ra l  Ross  c i l ed . .&1 r  Ross  l e f tv r  v J  t

Thomas vr i th  some people l<nor ,vn by the name of  [Buckt r  St in tson.  St in tson

wa,s hanged.  for  def raud" ing t i : .e  lav, r  and so l ' . { rs .  St in tson gave Thomas to

ano the r  $ loman  to  keep . ' , ' i ' hen  f i oya1  l t oss  re tu rnec t  t o  Bann j t  a f t e r  one

o f  t i r e  seve res t  w in te rs  i n  t he  Un i ted  $ ta tes ,  wh ich  was  i n  the  yea r

1863,  he found.  Thomas wi th  the other  $ ioman.

Royn-  Ross took Thomas back to  Sat t  Lake Ci ty  r ,vhere they l ived

un t r l  December ,  18 ,69 .  The  yea r  t ha t  t he  Un ion  Pac i f  i c  ra . : l r oa rd  v ras

f  i n i s .  ed ,  t hey  vven t  t o  } , I i ch igan .  Tn  o rcLe r  t ha t  t hey  cou ld  ge t  t o  3 [ i ch i -

' ) ' : )n  1- r ' r  tha i -a in  roa i  i t  v , raS neCeSSary f 'Or  ] rTr .  ROs.  to  f  i rSt  buy t i ieo q r r  u r r v  v r

t icket  a t  Coalv i l le  L l tah to  Echo CiLy,  t i rere t lnet  bou;Lr t  t l ,e  t icket  to
|  

- )

omaha.  Here t^rey had to lva i te  f ,EF f ive dayg for  the bei4gage to get

t t rere.  t r ' ro i r i  he le they took the t ra in  to  Chica"go,  and then took the

Rock fs l i ind Paci f ic  r ' ; i i l r 'oad.  to  l r ,udson,  l i j -c? i iga. ,n .

L rv ing  i n  H ich igan  un t i l  1881 ,  t , he  .a .os ;es  ca rne  to  Va l l e j '  C i t y ,

l{orth Dakota;. on Ai:rr1 2t, 1.s61 . Here -vhey vrolked. on a f ayrn or-rned by

t r ' rank Rice.  the next  vr in ter  they s tar ted a pdcture gal ler ; r  in  Tolver

c i ty ,  s  ince i .cyar  hac recu ivec l -  s  cne t rarn ing a- l  on-  t - . i  s  r  ine .

t rOn the seventeenth of  t r {arch 1883,  we had one of  t re  rvorst  b l izz-

ards i r  t i ie  h is tory  of  l lo l t l : i  Dakota- .  A p i ,s ;  en jer  t r . r in  r . ' : iLr j  s tuc l i  in  the

snow on the east  s ide of  Va11ey Ci ty ,  whi le  a"bout  a mi le  behin. ;  th is

e  f ra i r yh t  i r r j 11  r ' . , 9 .3  S tUCk .  The  t r . a i nS  \ " v ' e re  f i na l - l ; ' dU ,_ ;  OUt  anC i  r vhen  thCy

go t  -n to  t i t e  c i t y  t he  nex t  n i ; h t  LT : - t y  i vc rc  exac t l y  24  l : ou rs  l a te . t r  sa id

trfr Thomas Ross.
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The two Rosses f i led homestead.s in Greenvi l le tor , 'unship,  whicr i  is

now cal led Steele county,  in the year r82. Mr.  Ross walked from Torr , rer

C i ty  car ry ing  ?5  lbend.s  o f  p rov is ions  fo r  a  d . i s tanee o f  45  mi les .

In  o rdcr t  tha t  he  wou ldn t t  ge t  los t  i t  v ras  necessary  fo r  h im to  fo l low '

the  S ib lee  t ra j . l  pas t  luvenne,  and ' r ,hen fo l low the  sec t ion  l lne .

There was so much snow that only tvro farms could be seen between Siblee

and Snmxrx$i*;r the honestead.

When the Mard.e11 boom came ih 1884, Mr.  Ross moved to the &i te

of Mard.e}I. ft was thought at that t irne that the place would become the

county seat of  Gr iggs County.  At  that  t i$e 3.  l I .  $teele wqnted f iope

to be the county seat,  whi le R. C. Cooper wanted.Cooperstovrn.  The

parts were div ideo up and Hope was made ' the county seat of  Stee1e coun$y

and. Cooperstown of  Gr iggs county,  whi le Mardel l ,sas which was r ight  on

t?re- ffne- was -anmdl lated.

Mr.  Roes planted hls f i rst  crop in 1886, and had to have i t  thrah

shed by horse power.  He hauled the wheat 1? ml les to Hope where he re-

ceived from &fr  50 to 60 cents a bur,hel .  Because of  the poor roads and

the di f f icul ty of  crossing the r iver,  M!.  Ross was unable to br ing the

gra ln  to  Coopers towr l r

fn recal l ing some of the t r la ls of  set t l ing the county seat

problem, Mr Ross told of  ant  incident vrhich happened in Cooperstown.

-  The record.s which had to do with the county seat being placed in^ Cooper-
f wv+2,

stown, were being kept in a sna1l shack which was located about{ there
\ \

tho present William Hammer farm ls nowrl Three msn were guard.ing tbe

papers but were sleeplng when so$re masked men came over from ltope to

t teal  the papexs. Thqused a 1og as a ranr rod and. foreed the d.oor of  the

shack'^Y 
:i': ":1:, :: :: :i":: lll'::':,'":_:1:::" ::,: ::':::::"**
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f iSome people gathered. Suffalo bdrnes for a l iv ingn, said.  Mr.  Ross.
'rI do not remember seelng any l ive Suffalo on the plains but there

used to be a few Sntelope around. here and one man ki l led a i loose in

-  Janudry,  1883, c lose to luverr l€.  s

Relating lncid.ents about the weq,ther*Mr. Ross told of one vrinter

morning when he was stay ing *it i l  another man in a shack, he awoke

and' found four inehee of snow on tb top of the bed. He had to d6g

his wa$ out of the house and. then di.g d.own through the hay shute to feedc
the stock.  ?wo farmers were snowed in so t ight  that  they were unable

to get to theLr barns unt i l  four d.ays af ter  the storm. The mules were

packed in sol id in th ier  sta. l ls  wi th the sbow. This storm had. been

pred'icted by a canad.l.am weather prophet nanred. Wlggins. ThE man had.
'  

wr i t ten to Presldent chester Arthur and warned hi?r to have al l  ships
-sate ffiiarbo4fir:ch he-r.rd .1L,- "*r-"; utglt:Affi l,+.f"*'-:' -  v t  

- T

*^cL^ - ' lh.  Ross-moved to Riversid.e townshlp in 1894 ,  and was maryied.Lo t*r'r.r,<r.n^ an+1-}vr c.crt2g,
in March 1896i  He stayed. in th is place unt i l  1g0g, af ter  which he moved.

to  Coopers tom,
He worked.

nsrjc*ng nights in the

bu11d. ings,  unt i l  IgIg.  Af ter

l[r. Ross was fanttor of the

graduated class ol . lg73.

,/4

wi;* ter  t ime as janl tor  of  the high school

t@t he n 'as jani tor  for  four years.

high echool through the term of the srrr

I -4. -il .il Jt JL
r i r n i l t t t


