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Knute Stronme was born October 8, 3,842, ln Bergen, Norway. Hls
parents names were Joe a.nd. H1s early boyhood. was spent ln
clornblng tree s,, raounta-lns and herdlng eattle, sheepr and. goa.ts. H1s
schoo11ng ga,s very l ltt le. I{e d.ld not learn to d,o anythlng else than
to read.. When he rryas qulte young he hlred hlmself out to i man as a
qa11or and. earned but thlrty d_ollars a year.

Later he came over to Amerlca ln about 18?5. When he came to
ivllnnesote. he net Gusta Rustad- and. later ln 18?8 they were unlted. in
marrlage. they had. but one chlld who was born July 11, 1BBO.

He mad.e hls flrst home 1n Red Wlng, tullnnesota, Later ln 1882 he
came to N. Dak. and. set t led on the hornestead. whlch he 1s now on. They
dld not have any cars or even horses to tra.vel wlth so lt was very hard.
inany t lnes to get any place at  a.11. Later he got a.  team of oxen. They
had to go way d.own to Va11ey Clty to get thelr suoplles and had to d.rlve
wlth oxen. It took B. week ma,ny tlmes when the weather would- turn out
to be very bad..  f t  wa"s only pralr le al l  over here at  that  t1me. Sone-
t lmes the pralr le f l res would.  come and- d.estroy most everythlng they had.

fn  the  o lden t lmes the  gra ln ,  cows,  horses ,  eggg,  bu t te r ,  e tc .  was
not l lke the pr lce ls now. Graln was a.bout 35d a.  bu. ,  cows were about
$1S.oO,  horse l  were  about  SZOO.oO,  eggs  about  8d  a  doz , ,  and.  bu t te r
L2-I5/' per 1'b. Games and. amusements they ha"d- ln old-en tlmes besldes
golng to church were tha.t they caJrre together a-nd pls.Sed games as B11niL-
manrs-bu f f ,  Der  Kommer  Et  Par  Fra  ves ten ,  Debate ,  Lad les  A1ds,  e tc .

Many t lmes they had. servlces ln the homes as they d.1d. not have
?ny churches. The f l rst  n ln lster wa.s Rev. Lud.eby, the O. K. Qua.me,
I{enrlck Vol.d-al, $lgvard- O1son, N. J. Viglngstad., and F.ev. Haaland., Sihen
they h'ad. communlon they d"ld. not he.ve a"n alta,r ln those days. They
flxed. two chalre and la1d. a plank on top of these whlch they would. kneel
down besldes. The people used to go to servlces ln wagons, ha.yracks,
and. somet lnes they would have to walk.

The flrst schoolhouse was by name called. the Baker school located
on the northwest corner of  Sect lon 18, townshlp l .44,  Ran;4e 58. Some of
the school tea-chers they had ln those d-aye were very much unllke those
they have now. One teacher they had ln the olden d-ays was very funny.
Sonetlnes the pup11s ln the room would. oltnib out the wlnd"ows when they
rtood. open a.nd. go outsld.e and" play or run around. the schoolhouse or some-

'ng and. he would be so lntereeteil 1n h1s work tha.t he lrould. not see
. r ana then when people were golng to te1l h1m he would. not belleve lt.
There wouId be flftebn and twenty puplls ln those d.ays also. They would.
not h.ave as na-ny months of school as they d.o now, and. generally lt beg".v1
ln the sprlng e"nd. lasted. untl l ln the fa1l.

they had" nany experlences as ihe pra"lrle flres urhlch ca.me nea,rly
every yea,r a.nd. d.estroyed. nost everythlng, s.nd. another thlng tlas tbe long
d, lstance to town. The closest town they ha.d was Ve"l ley Cl ty as Coopers-
town was not yet sta-rted, and a.lso the hard. work they had. to d.o and they
only had oxen a.nd hand. pIow.
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- fheI had. nany hard. gnowstorms and. bllzzard.s, 0nce tbey bad. a v€ry
hard. bllzzaril durlng the nlght and. ln those d.aye the houees sere very
Low so the d.oors s6re not very hlgh and the next rnornlng they had to
shoveL the snow sway fron the d.ooi before they couLd. get out of the bouse.
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PIO}{EER. ETO+F,AP]5Y
l inute Stroqse

Knt1f ,s  St ro ' rne rqas born Octoher  8,  1S4e in  Bergen,  I {orway.  I I is
parents neme s sere Joe and ! { ic  ear11r  bo: lh i roc i .  r . ,?es sps i t  in
c l i nb_ ing  t rees ,  no r rn ta . i ns  an rL  h .e rd lng  ca t t l e ,  *n " -p l  ano  goa t r .  

- - t i i u

schoo l i ng  w_as  ve r l . r  l i t t l e .  He  d id  no t  f ea rn  to  d .o  i ny th - l i g  e lee  tha .n
to read.  i i . ,hen he was e, l i te  J , 'Or lng l .e  h i red h i "n*oel i  o , r t  to  a. , ran as E-
s a i l . o r  a n 4  e a r n e d  i - , r t  t n l r t l r  d c l l e r s  a  y e a r .

I  a te r  he  c8 ' : 13  o l t e r  t o  Aner i ca  i n  e  bou t  18?3 .  Then  he  ca ine  to
l . ' i innesote and"  net  Guste H.r :s tad er :d  la ter  in  18?e tnerr  were unl ted in
lnarr iage.  -Ther .  i :ad b ' r r t  c : re  ch i l .d  r ,vho wa,s born Jr - r l l r -11,  lggn

I {e  r i e r i . e  h i  s  f i r s t  ho* re  i n  ReC t? i ' } 1g ,  i i i nneso ta ' .  La te r  i n  1USB ne
ca" .1e  to  l l .  Da ' l< .  and  se t t l ed  on  tne  no r res tead .  q r l i cn  1^ ,e  i  s  now on .  The r rc i i - d  nc t  have  PnY cn : r s  o r  o r r6n .  hc rsee  tn  t r l ve l  r v i t h  so  i t - r r yps  ve r r r  ha r r j' nan l - r  t i ' nee  to  l c t  env  p l i ce  a t  a l l .  La te r  ne  {o t  e .  i ea ' r  

-o f  
o r ru " .  The ' , ,

1 " 9  t o  g o ' i , e ] .  d c r , r n  t c  t e 1 1 e y  C i t , r  t o , j e t  t n e 1 r  s r i p p l i e s  a n l  h e C  t oc l r i r re  wi th  oxen.  I t  took a - f fee1c ' , ran: r  t ines r .hen iLe *ent" ter  r , ,ou l r j  t . . r . rno:" : t  tc  oe verr r  b t r i .  T t  , i i i -1s onl1 '  pra i : : ie  a.1- t -  over  here at  that  t i , re .So :ne t i ' r es  the  p re i  r re  f i r es  l ' , 'D r11d . *  cDne  a :d  , Jes t r : r r  qos t  e r re r . . ' t t i r g  i he . r
l i r d  .

T n  t h e  o 1 , l e n  t i r e s  + h e  . - L , n l n ,  c c ' , ' s ,  h o r s e s ,  e : l q ,  b r r t t e r ,  e t c .  i : { a sn ' c t  l i 1 l e  t : e  p r i ce  i . s  " t o ' J .  d ra in  : JFS  i , bc r r t  ; vE { ' a  b ' r . ,  co , . . s  ,F /e re  ab r i : t
f ls - .?r ,  : .orses were abor : i  laoo:60,  usg!  about  g(  a  dozen,  anc but ter1 3 - 1 5 i  j ) e r  1 c .  G a n e s  e n C .  a n l r . s e , r e n t s - t h e 1 r  l i p 6  i - ; : . ! . l e n  t i n e s  b e s i d e sr r r t ' i  n n  * n  a t . r r -5v '  r rb  uu  ur r ' . l r ' ch  r?ere  t i :a t  t i l e ; , '_ca , -ne  together  and p1a_r rec j  r .a , , res  as  B l ind_l , i a . n r s - - b u f f  ,  D e r  r { o : n u e r  R t  P a r  F r a  r / e s t 6 ' r ,  D e b e t e ,  L e d i . e -  4 1 d s ,  e t c .lnany  t ines  the l r  haC serv ices  i .n  the  ho l les  as  t re - r r  d id .  no t  havea n \ r  c t r r 3 g 5 " * .  T h e  f i r s t  r n i n i s t e r  ! , , .  -  o " y .  L ' i e b r , ,  t l , e  C .  , ( .  n r t 8 l l l € rHenr i ck  Vo l -d 'a1 ,  S leva rd  O lson ,  l I .  J .  V ig inqs ta , - . { . ,  u .nA  Rev .  I {aa land .  ' yhen
they  had  ccn "nun lon  the : r  d ld  nc t  have  an  a t l a r  i n  t hose  r i ayg .  Theyf i xed  two  ch .e r l r s  and  t - l r a  c  p lank  on  top  o f  t hese  r . vh j ch  t . l r e r r  wo l r . l ^  , rnee l .
d o w n  b e s j ' i e s -  .  T h e  p e o p l e  ' r s l d  * 9  J _ )  t o  s e r l r 1 c e s  i n  w a r o n s ,  h a , r r a c k s ,
and so l i3 ' ; l -1es they wor :1d"  harre to  - , , ' la1r" .

The  f l r s t  sehoo lho . ' t se  w i . ! s  b r r  na rne  ce l l ec  t i e  Ba l re r  schoo l  l - oca ted ,
o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  S e e t i c n  1 f  ,  t o v r n s i : i  o  I 4 4 ,  R a n . - e  S g .  g o n e
o f  t he  schoo l  t eachers  t re r r  haC in  thcse  l r , r / s  ue re  i r " " . ,  n r : . eh  t rn l i ke  th rse
they  have  now.  One  teacher  the l r  haC in  the  c1  .en  r i avs  was  ve rv  funn r r .Sornet lnes the r : r , r r i i ls  in  the roo. rn would c1 i ' rb  or r f ,  the winr . iows when theyS tOOd open  anC gO c r r t s l c i e  a r rd  o la r r  o r  run  a ro , ._ rn rJ  the  sChOOlho r rse  Orsc rne th ins  and  he  wo ' r - . ! - d  l ; e  so  i n te req tec l  i n  h i  s  r r yo r l r  t h t t  . he  wou ld  nc t
sed  i t  an r ' c  t hen  when  neop le  f i I e re  Io ' ng  to  te1 l  h i . r  he  wou l .d^  nc t  be i te l re
r t .  ? h e r e  w o u l d  b e  f i f t b e n : . n i l , - t i i e : ' t i  c ' r c i l s  i n  t r . o s e  J a y s  a 1 s o .  T h e ] , ,wO' ; lC nOt have -cs r1gr l1 l  .no: r ths Of  ehOOl-  "s  t l :e- r  J , )  i lOw,  anr l  : :enere l l i r
i t  began  in  the  s 'n r i n r  enc  l as ted  : : n t i 1  r . n  the  fe . l - l .

T h e y  n a d ' n a n y  e x i e r t e n e e s : s  t h e  p r , a i r i e  f i r - . s  r , v : i e h  c E l e  n e a r l : r

;I:;i"5*"{ool3,;:"i;: ':,;:::";:#'i l l3'nll^,::"+:fi"J";l?,,";:3"8":l: '
s t o n n  w a s  n c t  ] r e t  s t a r t e r l ,  a n c  a l s c  t i - r e  h a r c  w c r r <  t h e i r  1 6 1 6  t l  d e  o " i " t . " : ,
o n 1 . '  h a d  o x e n  l n . .  i l , n i 1  r : 1  o w .

T i tey  had nan l r  har i  snowstor . i l s  an , l  i r l t zza , r l -s .  Qnce t11er , ,  h i ld  a  r re r i i
h a f d .  b t i Z Z , a y C  d r r r i n r  * i - a  r i - 6 f  r r 4  i r  f  h . r a a  - t r r , ^  * r - ^ - - " : , . : ^ : ' . - , ^ - - :  : - -low so tr,; a;"1:";,:i"'i:r"+A;,: 3i3r'1"1";;: :;fi :::"1::-ii"ll"i*o ";:,.
Shovel  the s1 lo! ' I  A$ray f rc 'n  the r lOOi  bei 'Ore the. , ,  cOul : t  re t  Ol r t  o f  t teh  ) ' t s e .

- -Borghi_ 1{  p l .ysn
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Xnute ttr,:rrrine .rn* lf s,d._1j1 ,_I"_XJryAJ' c  J  5 -- f  Knute Str 'o{ i*e . 'Er;s horn Cctober $,  1t}4?,;  in Bergen, : torway. }1ls perente

nn3ies ser* Joe *nC i{ls e*r}y i},ryh*orJ rn,* *pent in
cl5.r : ib1ni ;  t reee, ;*or: [ ts ins nnd^ ?rgrdi : \ i  ca. t t , ] .* ,  s i re*a,  &rui i '  g;" ts.  

-  
! is

on t : anJ  i  ' r . " '  r x ;FUir ' . , rL" r r , : ; t i  + f , ,s  vGlS 1t t t1e.  lJ*  i t t$  I lCI t  lear& tc  dct  nny ' th l ig  f ; Ise thnrr  \
t ' )  res.d.  -  F i ten ; io .yrq.s  qut t *  young hc h i red h l$ss l " f  *u i  to  f  ,nen *s  f l

. -er1. lor  ' :n i  earnetX brr t  t i r i r ty  *oLlars  n ) ie i l , t  ,- ' ta t r r  h ' :  c ; . . * ie  , tY€r  t ' :  A i i is r ica.  l r r  nbout  lE?S.  ,?hen he sene to Xlnnesst*'he i r le t  i?uEta.  Suutac l  ind lab 'er  ln  1S?8 they wers l tn i t * r :_  I "n  :un i r tng, : .
* -? l :e- r  , ] :C " :u t  o t$ c , r i ld  snb u l ls  b i r : :n  J ; : ly  i t ,  lgg0." l ' le  i i i : , t r - ' ;  r is  f i rg t  i1n,*e.  1n r led l f  1 :16 ' ,  id inr ieeotn.  L* . ter  in  18Si  i re  cr - f le

to \ i .  i l : :k. e,;r i l .  getf l i l ,- l  ort t l :n i is, i :esteind wricb he in qow on, ' l i - , , ;y ' : i id
l )ob  hsve  ,3ny  c * r$  o r  euen  i i o rs .bs  to  t rave l  t , n i t h  sc  l t .  wn r ,ue r f  l i s rC
i i l a i t : , r ' f i , l e *  t t ; , : h  a , : y  p i r l ce  u { ,  a } } "  l . r , r . t s r  h *  go t  n  tea ru , : f  oxc t r ,  f hey
luit to r. ')  i tJ.3;/ i lJr i ' i  tr :  

' i rr; .1. 
iey 0tiy to 51nt their *r. i1r,r l !ei l  ,r.nfr irad. to

d . r l v t : ' l ' i t i r ' 31€ r l .  1 t  t ook . : ;  v l eek  R ian l f - i i : ues  s i ren "Lhe  wca t t re r  r *o . - rLc l  . bu rn
ou t  l r r  be  ve ry  bad .  t r t ' * " )a r , ; 9v1 !y  p r r . l , r l e  n lL  ove r  $e rc  r r t  t h1 i t r ,  t i r ne .
[ ioo.iet i : ierr t , i :+: prl i i r ie i ireei won]rl  oi i i i :* a.nC. d"eotroy :n,rgt ever, lrI l ] ! . ' . i ;  t i :ey
h . . dl r '  \ / , .  t l

"  I r :  i  tc  : } jc ' :  I i . ; res t  r i i :  {3 f  f i ,  i i r ,  cor . " . is ,  hor t r ,€ ! ] - r  e i , l l iB,  r , r r t t i : r ,  e  bc.  r ;?)  s  nct
1 i ; . ; , :  t . r i :  , t r icc  j -c  n lw.  #r r : i r i  wr : , *  e tbrut  fsS r r ' , [u ,  ,  cov iS yrcre ab( ] r i t  t -Lb. l0 ,
hore;ne i {s i :e  r , j : ;u t  t?0s.0* , '  r rg ;1:*  i :  bs l i t  tJ*  .  r  . {Loz.  ,  i i i i$  } : r . r t te*r  L iJ- ls  d  .per
lb. f j : , i . i l rrrr- l  i ,n(j  [" ir l l l r ;8rrtF11:ts t i lei i  i r tr j  in rr lden t i ;r i . je lre *lr lr .c ,J,ol i ir ,  to- Cirr l fcfr
Trtert: , l i t : ; ' i  l i l ' :  rr-_c,* ( i ;e i :c;;et irsl '-  i ,rr i l  ;r .LElrec l ipi. tes tf i  i l l lnit- lrrut i i*-bu,f f  ,  Fle r

, r i iJ : , , , , i r  
- : l t  F , r r  f l r ' r ;  l l 'es t t lnr  . l *be Ie ,  Ln:c l1c*  Aid* ,  e .bc.'X ' i i . ' , '  

1 , i , ; i c i i  l ' r t , ' y  i t . : d  ' " :  e rv i cee  i r r  t ,  e  i . l ( J i r i eB  € .F  thev  r i i t l  no1 ;  i r r ve  t$v
ch, i rc i les.  Thr ;  . i  i reL r i i in i * t t r r  yr l .s  l . iev.  Ludeby,  L i :e  S.  i i .  . , ,1rat r re,  F ienr lck
U01delv  i i is iv ; l , rd-  11r , rOr i ,  )1 ,  .  i - .  V i . lL .gete d n ar :d-  i {ev.  j j i8r l i : i , r l . "  l$ 'hen t i rey
h i l r l  c t , r i j . u r l i o$  they  C id  no t  l : , , i : , ve  

-an - l J " ta r  
1n ' t h t se  ; l n . ys .  T i rey  f l xe i i  two

cttoirs i :r id lel.cl i :  plar:}t orr i ,o:"r rf  these nir lch i lrg1' nbu]: l  knebl dorn be-
* i . l i . , rS .  r ' " re  !eOpLe  r i ge , i j  t , r  f ,O  tO  $CfV iCgS 1n  v ; i 3Onp ,  hgy raCkS,  ; , r 1S  SOr r l€ -

; [ i r r e $  t , . r e - y , , . c r i I f  i i . : v e  t o  w n 1 k .
The'  f  l r ,s t  rc i ' r r . r+1" , r t )u .$o i , rng by i ]c : i ro  cr l ied tn*  larkcr  sct roc l  l ,ocatetJ  cn the
n*r thr isst  corr te : r  o f  , l *c t i " rn  1.0 r  to i tnghl i )  .144,  Hande Fg,  $oare o: i  i le
$c i1r ] I  ts r . rhers t i iey ha; i  rn  t i : : , :se dry 'e  i r i l r *  very i l i r * t r  ur : . l i ice those they
h; :v ' ;  i : )s .  t r i . : ,  t *n .oh*r  t i :e ; l '  i l : , ,d  i ru  t i re  c i rJen e, :vs i r la  v ,3ry  funrr1, .  ? , ) ;ne*
t l * i '  rs  t ' ; , . ,  ' l i j  : ' i le r*  in  l ; l *  . f  oor i i  wcr l  j - i l  g l l *b  ou t  thu q, i .nd,3,e$ wi :en.  bh*y
bt-  : ,9  op*a: ; ; te l  , i ;  l l r . r 'Lg l i j . . : :  nn i j  p la ; r  Or  run nrgund the sc i rn* lhouse . : r
s{ ) , i )€ ih i t lg  : : i i1 ,1  .hc i { , } ' ) } : : i  b*  €o in tere*1; r : r i  tn  h i *  - rq , ) rk  'L j ra  N he i rc* l r l  not
sf l iJ i t  i : ' .rr ' l  t , tr; : t  i , f  l i . j : :  , l r :orl i :  rer* ,;nlng Lc tetl  ;r i ,ra ire ,u,:ruld_ n.,:  I  j : .r* l i ,r :re

'  Xt .  i ' l :e  , r ' *  :oc i :1 iJ  l :e  f  t f  t i l r i r  ;  i r t i  tw, : ; : , t , j l  puni ln  ly i  thr .q*  d+ye n lsc.  iney' r t i : . l , i J  no t ,  i r i ve  i : s  i t l f i i i l t . non l , : n  ; f  r : c i i l b l  i , n  t he i ' r i q :  nn ' . , f ,  s i . i l  , ; eT }c ra l l y  i t

"pe;i; ir  
in 1;l t l  $..tr l i i ,r ;  i ; i r . l  Li- ' ,eterl u:,rt i  j .  i ; : .  tne f* l l .

fhe i ' l ;  J"  - i i i ' : ,n l " "  ' jx r ) { l r lence$ af l  l ; ' re  pr i * i r ie  f i rer  * r i i tch c i ig j f }  pe;* r }y  ev+ry
yolr : : : : f  C**';r".:yclJ : ir*f ev*r 'yt ir i ;ui,  : , , .1d ;.noi lrer thir; i . ,  : ;€is i ire lbrr; i_ i l ie-
t; ; .ncf t$ f; '3' . ;rr i .  ' i ' l : i :  clorr:r* r f  o', ' l i : ,  'L;:*1' I iL;r i  ira.s T:,11e:y." Ctty a.rr Cconersio*n
w&ts nDi  yct  e t : : r . t ' ld ,  i . i t i i l  a leo t t ,e  * i i r r l  , " ; * r i i  N l l? l r ,  l i r i i j  to  Co i  n t l  t l 'ey

-C; i3-5r  i ' t -  tJ  fx i i i r  : j - i i i  l i i , i r r . i  : . r lO' ' , .  
t

-  
T ' : : t . '  , : :  ; l  , ! " , i ; i j -  i r i  r r i i  : , i ov j$ t cJ ' i r i g  J r i q :  b l  i r : r i , ' r de  .  i l t t ce  t hey  j r ,B ( :  F  vg r * r  h .q rd
* i lseard &i i r in, i  t l ; , :  n i5 i r t  i ; i r .d i : " r  thOee c1;ye i i re i1ou.e*s wb.re very iq1 SA
tlrc d +or e 1r8:rt 1n t v* r! ir i; irr 3 i: i  t i i* next rn*rr;irrg tircy f" ' i  r: to 

- 
sitov*1 theg r I Q i ;  ; : e ' i l l f : ' : : r r .  t l - i i  r l i l r r  L .  j C r *  t l e y  C o U l , l  - i c t  o u i  , {  t l i e  i : f l l $ e

- *  Sorg, l r i ld ' l i 'oy  e l r r
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