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Knute Stromme was born October 8, 1842, in Bergen, Norway. His
parents names were Joe and . His early boyhood was spent in
clambing tress, mountsins and herding cattle, sheep, and gosts. His
schooling was very little. He did not learn to do anything else than
to read. When he was quite young he hired himself out to 2 man as a
dgllor and earned but thirty dollars a year.

{ Later he came over to America in gbout 1873. When he éame to
Minnesots he met Gusta Rustad and later in 1878 they were united in
marriage. They had but one child who was born July 11, 1880.

He made his first home in Red Wing, Minnesota. Later in 1882 he
came to N. Dak. and settled on the homestead which he is now on. They
did not have eny cars or even horses to travel with so 1t was very hard
many times to get any plsce at all. Later he got a team of oxen. They
"had to go way down to Valley City to get their supplies and had to drive
with oxen. It took o week many times when the weather would turn out
to be very bad. It was only prairie all over here at that time. Some-
Times the prairie fires would come and destroy most everything they had.

In the olden times the grain, cows, horses, eggs, butter, etc. was
not like the price is now. Grain was sbout 35¢ a bu., cows were about
$15.00, horses wereg about $200.00, eggs ebout 8¢ a doz., and butter
12-15¢ per 1b. Games and amusements they had in olden times besides
goling to church were that they came together and played games as Blind-
man's-buff, Der Kommer Et Par Fra Vesten, Debate, Ladies Aids, etec.

lany tlimes they had services in the homes as they did not have
any churches. The first minister was Rev. Ludeby, the 0. K. Quame,
Henrick Voldal, Sigvard Olson, N. J. Vigingstad, and Rev. Healand, When
they had communion they did not have an altar in those days. They
fixed two cheairs and lzid e plenk on top of these which they would kneel
down besides. The people ucsed to go to services in wagons, hayracks,
and sometimes they would have to walk.

The first schoolhouse was by name called the Baker school located
on the northwest corner of Section 18, township 144, Range 58. Some of
the school teachers they had in those days were very much unlike those
they have now. One teacher they had in the olden days was very funny.
Sometimes the pupils in the room would c¢limb out the windows when they
" «tood open and go outside and play or run around the schoolhouse or some
i ‘ng and he would be so interested in his work that he would not see

. » and then when people were going to tell him he would not belleve 1it.
There would be fifteen and twenty pupils in those days also. They would
not have as many months of school as they do now, snd generally it began
in the spring and lasted until in the fall.

They had many experiences as the prairie fires which ceme nearly
every year snd destroyed most everything, and another thing wes the long
distance to town. The closest town they had was Velley City as Coopers-
town was not yet started, and also the herd work they had to do and they
only had oxen and hend plow. :
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They had meny hard snowstorms snd blizzards. Once they had a very
hard blizzard during the night and in those days the houses were very
low so the doors were not very high and the next morning they had to
shovel the snow away from the door before they could get out of the house.
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Knute Stromme was born October 8, 1842 in Bergen, Norway. PHis
parents names were Joe and . Hlis early boyhood was spent in
climbing trees, mountains and herding cattle, sheep, and goats. His
schooling was very little. He did not learn to do anything else than
to read. When he was quite voung he hired himself out to a man as a
sailor and earned but thirty dollars a year.

Later he came over to America in about 1872. Then he came to
Minnesota and met Gusta Rustad and later in 1878 they were united in
marriage. Thev had but one child whe was born July 11, 1880. :

He made his first home in Red Wing, Minnesota. Later in 1882 he
came to N. Dak. and settled on the homestead which he ie now on. Thev.
did not have any cars or even horses to travel with so it was very hard
many times to get any place at all. Later he got a team of oxen. They
had to go way down to Valley Qitv to get their supplies and had to
drive with oxen. It took a week many times when the weather would turn
out to be very bad. It was only prairie all over here at that time.
Sometimes the prairie fires would come and deetroy most evervthing they
had.

In the olden times the grain, cows, horses, eggs, butter, etc. was
not like the price is now. Grain was about 35¢ a bu., cows were about
$15.00, norses were about $200.00, egzs about 8¢ a dozen, and butter
13-15¢ per 1lb. QGames and amusements they had in olden times besides
going to church were that they came together and played games as Blind-
Man' s-buff, Der Yommer Bt Par Fra Vesten, Debate, Ladiec Aids, ete.

Many times they had services in the homes as they did not have
any churches. The firet minister waes Rev. Ludeby, the 0. X. Quame,
Henrick Voldel, Sigvard Olson, N. J. Vigingstad, and Rev. Haaland. When
they had communion they did not have an altar in those days. They
fixed two chaires and laid »a plank on top of these which they would Yneel
down besides. The people used to go to services in wagons, hayracks,
and sometimes they would have to wallk.

The first schoolhouse was by name called the Baker school located
on the northwest corner of Section 1%, township 144, Ranze 58. Some
of the school teachers trev had in those 1ays were verv much unlike those
they have now. One teacher thev had in the ol<en days was very funny.
Sometimes the pupils in the room would climb out the windows when they
s8tood open and go outside and play or run around the schoolhouse or
something and he would be so0 interested in his work that he would not
seeé 1t and then when people were going to tell him he would not believe
it. There would be fifteen and twenty pupils in those days also. They
would not have as many months of school =g they 30 now, and generally
it began in the spring and lasted until in the fall.

They had many experiences 2s the prairie fires which came nearly
every vear and destroved most everything, and another thing was the long
distance to town. The closest town they had was Valley City as Cooper-
stown was not yet started, and also the hard work thev had to do and they
only had oxen and hand plow.

They had many hard snowstorms and blizzards. Once thev had a very
hard blizzard during the night and in those days the houses were Very -
low so the doors were not very high and the next morning they hsd to
shovel the snow away from the door before they -could get out of the
house. :

--Borghild Foven

=5

3
-




R
"7 kmute Stromme /% }%yﬂ-ﬁu ¢

PR S S N A s T T

AT Knute Stromme was born October 8, 1843 in Bergen, Norway. His parents =

~ nemeg weére Joe snd e JHis early boylicod was.epent in 0 o
elimbing trees, mountains snd herding cattls, sheep, and goats. ELis . '
schooling was very little. He did not learn to do anything elee than
to read. - When he was guite young he hired himself out to 2 man 88 & s

mﬁailsr and esrned but thirty dollars a year. - ol Bl medd S

, . Lhater he came .over to America in about 1873, When he came to Minnesota

i~ Dhe wet Gusta Rustad and later in 1878 they were united in marriage,

B ihey had but one child who whs born July 11, 1880,

| THe made his first home. in Red Wing, Minnesota. Later in 1882 he ceme
3 ~ to M., Dsk, and setfled on the homestead which he is now on. ThHey did

not have any cars or even horses to travel with so 1% wag very hdrd - oo
‘many times to get any place at all. - Later he got a team of oxen. They = °
had to go way down to Valley City to get thedir supnlies and had to i

% drive with oxen. It took = week many times when the weather would tura o
£- out to be -very bad. It was only prairie sll over liere at that time.
i fometimes the prairie_fires would eome andYQpaﬁroy mcst.evexything they
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v”%n the olden times the grain, cows, horses, eggs, butter, ete. ‘was not
like the price is now. Grain was about 35¢ a bu., cows were ebout 115,00,
‘horsee were about §300.00, eggs =zbout 8¢ & doz., and butter 123-15 ¢ per
1b. Oawes #nd amusements they had in olden times besides goingitc.éhuxeh N

: were .that they came together and played gawmes as Blind-man's-buff, Ber :

E ommeT Wt Par Fra Vesten, Debate, Ladies Aids, eto. ‘ : : s
' Many times they had services in tle homes as they did not have any &

- gchurches. The first winister wae Rev. Ludeby, the 0. K. Quame, Henrick

- Voldal, -8igvard Olson, N. J. Vigingetad, and Rev, Hesland. When they .
“had communion they did mot have an altsr in’those days. They fixed two
- cheirs and lald a plank on top of these which they would kneel down be-
gldes. The people used to go to services in wegone, hayracks, and gome=-
imes they would have to walk. Feo } e
. The first schoolhouse was by name called the Beker school located on the
northwest corner of Section 18, township 144, Range 58. Some of the :
school teschers they had in those daye were very mgch unlike those they
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b have now. Qne teagcher they had in the olden days was very funany, Come-
. times the pupiles in the roow would ¢limb out the windows when . they

- stood open znd go outside and play or run around the schoolhouse or -

e something 2nd he would be so interested in his work that he would not
© see it and then when pesople were going to tell him he would not believe

» 1%, There would be fifteen and twenty pupils in those days slso. They
. would not have as many months of school aa tHey do now, and gzenerally it
- oPegan in ‘the spring and lasted until in the fall. - & & %
@ ~< They had meny experiences as the prairie fires which came nearly every
v =¥yesr and desiroyed most everything, and anothér thing was the long dis-
- tsnce to town. The olosest town they Nhed was Valley Oity a8 Cooperstown
was not yet started, and alse the hard work they had to do and they .

Lonly had” oxen;and hand plow, s : G
.. They asd many hard snowstormg and blizzards. Once they had = verv hard 2
~bligaard Buring the night and in those days the houses were very low go -
the doors were not very high and the next morning they hed to shovel the
snow awey ‘from the door before they could get out of the house, -~ ¢
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