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Blography of Edwa.rd. Swanson
--Donal-d" Swanson

Thls old eettlen of Nortti Dakota wae bor:r on Auguet P-t., 1"875 e.t
Sefle, Swed.en 1n Varmland. County or Provlnee.

l{hen he eame to Amerlca, he wae 1? yeers oId.. Hle naln reason for
comlng wae hle e"dventunous nature and. he wanted to see thls rrpromlsed.
land of Arnerlcatt whlch everyone had. been taLklng about. 0f course 1t
was also rumored that there wes mueh fertl le land to be had fon the'ak1ng 1n thls countryl aleo the ldea of personal galn trad gonaethlng to

wlth h1s d-ecls lon.

He settled ln North Dakota because he found certatn raneh 1and. there
that was better than he founcl elsewhere.

He came to Nonth Dakota by rall and boat; on a steamshlp acrose the
Atlantlc and. on a tnaln to Nonth Dakota. He came ta the Fllckental1
s ta te  ln  1895.

Mn. $waneonre flnst occupatlon ws,s nanchlng. He owneil a large
eattle nan0h on the rrMlesourl Slopefl whlch was the ne"me of th.et plece
of ground. between that rlver and l,llnot, llontli Dakota. La.ter on when
Land. wae open for homoeteail lng, he took up land. and. started farmlng.
Hls f l rst  house wae a rrFrame House.rr  He dld not use sod al though he had
to go 55 mlLes fon lumber for the new home

I{e went to town four. t lmes a yBB.r for provlelons. Thle tnlp wae
50 mlles and. when traveled" by horse and wagon, took some tlmo so no
necees l t lea  wene l -e f t  ou t .

The most severe ha.rdehlps of  th ls ploneerrs ea:: ly Ll fe were bl lzzards
and. pralrle fh"es. One speclal ca,se where a bllzzard l-asted three d"aye
and^ thr"ee nlghts a.nd. wh!.ch started Manch L7, 1901, was the most severe
of these oatastrophee. 0n another t1me, the mlddle of  Cctoben, L899,
the gree.t pr.alrle flre swept the country. It waa about 50 mlles wli le
and, swept over tl ie countny fon a dlstance of 75 mlleg. Me.ny thoueands
of head of oettle were burned to death and thousands of tone of hay.
l {hat  l l t t le was saved was protected by f l re brea.k.

Mn. Swansonrs nearest nelehbons were E. Phearson who l1ved at a
Cte tance o f  10  m11ee.

The machlneny ueedl was the mowenr raker and hay etacker. The fue]-
ueed was }lgnlte whlch was harrl.ecl fnom an outcnopplng twenty-elght rnlles
Clste.nt .  Thls w&s mlned" by the farmerg themgelvee.

Mr. Swanson was marrled. ln 1910 to Mlse Sadle Long at Mlnotr North
Lakota.  Thelr  pnesent reeld.ence 1s at  Cooperstown, Nonth Dakota.


