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JOHN SYVERSON

: 3 ounsberry's History of North Dakota
John Syverson, mareh.SQ?“éﬁﬂﬁir a&gyprom_naﬂﬁybuninaas man J%onn

intense ang intelligently directed ectivity hes contributed mach
to the upbuilding of Cooperstown end the development of Griggs
eounty, wes born in Vasge, Norway, March 17, 1849, a son of

Syver éergum, who wes a shoemaker by trede and elso had o smell
farm in Norwey., He dled in Folk eauntg- lilnresota, st the ad -
vanced age of eighty~seven years. Of iu fanily of six children,
three sons and three daughters, John wes the fifth, I was a
young men of twenty years when in 1869 he left the lend of the
midnight sun and sought the opportunities offered in the new world
to the forelgn born man of enterprise and ambition, Meking his
way to Mankato, lilnnesota, he wes employed on a railrosd for two
years and then went to 8t, James, Minnesots, where he devoted five
years to elerking, lie afterwsrd spent five yeare ag an employe

in a general merchendise store at Hevada, Iowa, end returned to
St James, spent three years on a farm,

In the spring of 1883 ir, Syverson errived in Cooperstown, North
Dakota, which at that time was s tiny hemlet containing a few frame
bulldings. le entered the employ of Thompson & Odegard and the
following year bought out the interests of the senior partner,
while later he purchased the interest of lir. Odegard and became
sole proprietor of the business, which he has since eonducted.

In 1908 he incorpersted his mercantile interests under the style
of John Syverson & Sons, giving his two sons an interest in the
businessg, Their store building, seventy-five by one hundred and
forty feet, 1s @ brick end stone structure thoroughly modern and

gg~to~dato in its equipment and eppointment., It was built in

94, The store fixtures are such s well display the coods end
the arrangement of the stoek is attrective, while the business
methods of the house commend the firm to the patronage end support
of the public, They have ever recognized the feet thst satliafied
patrons are the best advertisemont end 4n all theiyr dealings have
conformed their business to the hightst cormereial standards of
integrity ang enterprise,

Mr. Syverson, however, has not confined his attention solely to
merchandising but has extonded his efforts over & broad fleld

his labors belng at all times of a charaeter that contributed

to public progress and prosperity as well as to individual suceess.,
lie was one of the organizers of the State Bank of Cooperstown,
whieh hos enjoyed a steady and bealthful growth from the beginting
end from the first he has been its president. He 1s also the

owner of the two story bank building, which 1s so arranged as to
facilitate the eonduet of the business. lir, Syverson wes also

one of the organizers amd first stockholders of the State Bank

8t Finley, North Daketa, of which he is now vice president, He 1g

also a stoekholder end the president of the State Bank of Binford,
Horth Dekota, is a stockholder and vice presldent of the Griggs
County Telnpﬁona Company and & stoekholder and director of the
Crane Johnson Lumber Compeny, heving yerds in ten different towng
and citles in North Dekote. @ He a8lso owns & mumber of ferme whieh
are cultivated by ronters., He 18 likewise the president of the
Board of trustees of the Northern Light Mesonic Temple Associstion,
Ines, which 1s now building a thirty-five thousend dollar briek
strueture which 1s to be used exclusively for Masonie purposecs

and includes well appointed club rooms.
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John Syverson, merchant, banker and prominent business man, whose
intense and intelligently directed activity has contributed much
to the upbuilding of Cooperstown and the development of Griggs
county, wes born in Vaage, Norway, March 17, 1849, a son of
Syver Bergum, who was a shoemaker by trade and also had a small
farm in Norway. He died in Polk county, Minnesota, at the ad-

« vanced age of elghty-seven years. Of his family of six children,

4" three sons and three daughters, John was the fifth. He was a
oung men of twenty years when in 1869 he left the land of the

mldnight sun and sought the opportunities offered in the new world
to the foreign born man of enterprise and ambition. MNaking his
way to Manksto, Minnesota, he was employed on a railroad for two
years and then went to St. James, Minnesota, where he devoted five
years to clerking. He afterwerd spent five years as an employe
in a general merchandise store at Nevade, Iowa, and returned to
3t . James, spent three years on a farm.

In the spring of 1883 lir, Syverson arrived in Cooperstown, North
Dakota, which at that time was a tiny hamlet containing a few frame
buildings. He entered the employ of Thompson & Odegard and the
following year bought out the interests of the senior partner,
while later he purchased the interest of Mr. Odegard and became
sole proprietor of the business, which he has since conducteds.
In 1903 he incorporated his mercantile interests under the style
of John Syverson & Sons, giving his two sons an interest in the |
business. Their store building, seventy-five by one hundred and ;
forty feet, is a brick and stone structure thoroughly meodern and {
up-to-date in its equipment and appointment. It was built in i
1894. The store fixtures are such as well display the goods and

‘ the arrangement of the stock 1s attractive, while the business '

- methods of the house commend the firm to the patronage and support
of the publiec. They have ever recognized the fact that satisfied
patrons are the best advertisement and d4n all thelr dealings have
conformed their business to the highést commercial standards of
integrity and enterprise.

Mr. Syverson, however, has not confined his attention solely to {
merchandising but hes extended his efforts over a broad fleld, ¥
his labors being at all times of a character that contributed |
to public progress and prosperity as well as to individual success. i
He was one of the organizers of the State Bank of Cooperstown, &
~which has enjoyed a steady and healthful growth from the beginhing Sl
" ~~and from the first he has been its president. He is also the : AR
- owner of the two story bank building, which is so arranged as to
) facilitate the conduct of the business. MNr. Syverson was also
one of the organizers amnd first stockholders of the State Bank
at Finley, North Dakota, of which he is now vice president. He is
also a stockholder and the president of the State Bank of Binford,
North Dskota, is a stockholder and vice president of the Griggs
County Telephones Compasny and & stockholder and director of the
Crane Johnson ILumber Company, having yards in ten different wn s
and cities in North Dekota. He also owns a number of farms Wich ‘
are cultivated by renters. He is likewise the president of the
Board of trustees of the Northern Light Masonic Temple Association,
Inc., which i1s now building a thirty-five thouseand dollar brick
struecture which is to be used exclusively for Masonic purposes
and includes well appointed club rooms.
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