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v
0f  the sons of  l , lorwa.r l  or  those of  i , lor ' , , ' , leg lan a,nce$Lry l ry6p have come
to  Nor th  Dako t r  snd  ta l<en  a  p romJ-ne r rL  pa r t  j  n  l t s  subs t ; ; n t l a l
d e v e l o p m c n t  a n d  u p b u i l d i n g  n o n e  i s  r T r o r e , r r o r t h y  r : f  n r e n t i o n  t i ' a n

. I { r ru te  Thompson ,  who  has  wor t "  s t l ccess  th roug i i  ho r i c , rab le  e f fo r t  and
v ' t ho  bea rs  fe i v r  o f  t he  ma : : , ks  and  sco rs  o f  t ? "e  be t t l e ,  f o r  L :e  has
r ia in ta lned  a  gen la  1  d i spos i t i on  and  } . r : i nd l y  sp i r i t  t L r r c ,ug5h  a l l ,
and  so  ho r ro rab l y  ha  s  h l s  p rospe : : ' i . t y  been  v /o r r  t ha t  t he  r ; : os t  env5 -ous
caano t  g rudge  h im  h i s  Euc  cee  s  ,  i l c  l j  ve  s  t  n  Coopers |  own  t ru t  s t  i l l
has J .n i , ;or tant  far 'n ing i .n terests  in  Gr '1g, ;gs i lour : ty .  l r i r ' ,  T l iompson
r r i : r s  bo rn  1n  Dane  coun ty ,  i t r i sco i l s i n ,  I . ' eb rua . i ' y  2 ,  1850 ,  l : l s  f a tho r . ,
i o s t o n  0 1 s o r L ,  a  n a t t v e "  6 f  , , i o r v r a y ,  I  c v i n 1 l  s e : t t I e d  i n  i L : e  t  s L a L e
s l x  y e a r s  b e f o l e ,  a t  w h l c L r  t l n r e  L L e  t o o k  u p  h l s  a b o d e  i n  t h e  t o w n .
o f  C t r r ' l s t l a n l a ,  D a n e  c o u n t y ,  w h o r e  h e  s e c u r e d  l a n d  a n c l  f  o l l o w e d
fa i :m lng .  I i e  l l ve rd  t  o  ' l , f r o  r : dvaneed  age  o f  r i i ne ty  yea  r$ ,  wh l l e  h i s
v , t l f e  r e a e h e d  L l : e  s g e  o f  e t g ; h t y - s l x ,  O n e  o f ' t h e l : r , '  s o n s r ,  O l e ,  v r a s'bo rn  

i n  Nor ' ' + ruy  and  en l i s ted  fo r  se rv l . ce  i n  t he  Un lon  a , r r  y  as  a
menber  o f '  t he  $ l x teen t ,h  Iov ra  Vo lun tee r  I n f i an t r y ,  hav i r : . g  hcen  i n
bus ines rs  1n  Decora [ : ,  I ov ra ,  a , t  ' t , i : e  t l .me  o f  t he  ou tb reak  o f  i ; he
C i v i l -  l v a r ,  l . e  p a l t i c l p a i : e . ,  i - n  m e n y  i n p o r t a n t  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  t a t r l l n g
pa r t  f  o r  f  j - ve  days r  j . n  t i i e  ba t  h le  o f  V i c l csbu r r : ,  and  becnuse  o f  t ho
h a r d s h i p s  a n d  p r i v r  t i o n s  w h j " c l :  h e  e ) i j ) e r i e n c e d  w h l l e  a t  t k r e  f r o n t
h l s  dea t i . r  occu r ' r ' ed  soon  a f te r  t L re  c lose  o f  l , he  ws r  r  1 ' he  fan r i  l y
nr . rnbel 'ed a l togethr , , , r  seven cL: i l .c i re 'n ,  o f  lvhonr  Kr l r te  wai l  the th fu;d.

lVhen  h l s  schoo l  days  v /e ro  ove . r - '  I i nu te  1 'hompson  le f t  ho rue ,  be ing
thon  s r  r rn r r th  O f  s l_X teOr r  yeE l1 "  s .  t ' he  p lan  v ta  s  tha t ;  he  ShOUld  aL tend
sc l :oo1  i n  i i ad l son ,  ; ' / l s cons in ,  t o  supp le r re r rb  the  kno ' , ' r l edge  tha t
h r e  h a d  g a i n e d  l r r  t h e  p u b l l c  s c i , o o :  s  a n C  i n  * l t r i o n  C o 1 l e g e ,  t r u t  h e
changed  h l s  p l r , ns  a r i d  v reL r t  j - ns "bead  to  l i t i nneso ta ,  r ' es l c iS - r i i i  f o r  a
t l r n e  1 n  F i l l r n o : : e  c o u n t y ,  a f t e : : ' v r l , i c L r  l r e  r e r r o v e d  t o  t h e r  w e s t e r n
p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  I n  f 8 ? 2  h e  b c c a m e  a  r e s l d e n l  o f  V e r m i l l l o n n
$ou t l :  Dako ta ,  and  fo r  a  yea r  ongaged  tn  e le r  l c l ng -1  tn  a  c lb th tng
s t ;o re ,  a t ;  i : he  end  o f  w l r iC t r  b in i c  he  1 "e rno \ red  1 ,o  l r l . i ny l sSoLe  .

I t  was  l n  Decenher ' ,  18? t j ,  bL ra  t  l l r  .  Thompson  v l t r  s  r i n i t ed  i n
l ra l r i aqe  to  i , l i s s  ; l nu .e  OdeEard ,  c  na t i ve  o f  l i o i : v ' r L , y ,  and  to  tL  e r :
\ re re  bo rn  f  ou r  cL :11 -d ren :  T i , eodore ,  r i bo  I  s  men t ioned  e l se r , ' r i : e re  l n
t i : i s  work l  t ' ho r  Ado lph ,  i ' r ho  i s  no " " r  a  d i s t r l c t  j udge  i n  l r : i on tana ;
Gra  qs  I I ay ,  t k re  w i fe  o f  E t ' nes t  Se ikens ,  a  s tock  dea le r  i n  $o r - r t L r
S t  .  P a u l ,  , , i i  n n e s o t e  I  a  n c l  0 s c a r  J . ,  a  1 a l ' r y e r  a  L  0 1 r c 1 e ,  I ' i o n t a n a ,
who  pu rsuec i  h l s  educa  t  j . on  i r i  t he  Sba to  Un lve r ' s i i y  o f  No r th  Da l<o ta
and  in  the  Un lve r . s l t y -  o f  r l nsh ing ton ,  s ince  v r i t j - ch  l ime  he  has
s u - c c e s s - f u 1 1 - y  p r a c t l c e d  L : i s  p r o f e s s i o n .

?he v;ork  of  dove lopnent  a nd pro l j re  s  s  hr r  d  sca rc  e ly  be en s t  ar ted
' : , 'hen Knute ' t r )hnnrpson became a res ldent  o f  Gr lgg;s  couniy ,  maki .ng
h l s  w ? y  t o  t h e  p r e s e n b  s l t e  o f  C o o p e t ' s t o v , r n .  I i l s  w s s  t i : e  f i r s t
f a rn i l y  t o  l oca te  i n  t he  town  and  he  opened  a  s " t , o re  a t  t k re  p lace
whore  the  f i r rL r  o f  John  $yve : ' son  i i :  $ons  l s  now conduc t i ng  bu .s iness .
l l e  success fu l l y  i . - l nnagcd  h i . s  con ine r ' c i a l  j - n te res l s  f o r  a  pe r iod  and
then  so i c l  ou1 ,  t o  h i r .  $yve r rson ,  I {e  hand led  va r ' 1ous  n te rcan t i l e
l i n e s ,  l n c l u d l r i g  m a e h i n e r y ' , " b u t  d u r i - n g  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  h l s
r e s i d e n e e  i n  G r i g g s  c o r - l r : t y ' h e  h a s . c o n c . e n t r a t e c l  h i s  c r r i e r i ; J - e s  u p o n
agr icu. l tura l  pursui t  s  a  n-c i  is  no ' ; r  the o i ' , , r rer  o f  about  e; ig l r teen
hundred  ac res  o f  l and ,  o f  wh ic l i  n ino  hundred  and  twen ty  ac res  i s
l n _ t h e  h : m e  p l a e e ,  f  o r i r  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y  a e r e s  i n  a  n o t h e r  t r a c t
a r : d  t h r e e  h u n d r e c l ' a n d  t w e n t y  a c r e s  l n  a  t n i r O  t r a c t .
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F J . l s  l a n d  i s  l e i l g e l - ) '  d e v o t e d  t o  ' i ' , ' h e a t  y a i s S " n g ; .  .  i i e  h a s :  t r e e n  a
S r r e a t  t r a . d e l  a n - d  i n  a 1 l .  o f  l : i s  b u s j - n e s s  t r a n s a c t , j : i - l ' r . s  h r r  r : a t i e s t e d
kee n" ins16;): : t  a; : ,d cr j -sc: i ,  j - r :  j .n; :  i ; i -n1; ju ' - ig i i : r r^r, : rr t  .  I 'ou. i .  j , 'our ye a: j ,s
I ' r  .  i 'honlpson f i - l  le i : j  i , l  e o,f 'J l ice o" i l  crol l i : : i ;y Lrer;st- l rei '  hu.t ,  hr s nsr, /( i j r
he , :n  t r : rh i - 'b ious  i  o  occr lp ; \ ' r  pos i  t  ions  o f  po-L  j  t i cs  l -  p re  - i :o t , r i re  r i t  .  I ie
e l n  j o y s  i ; i : e  E a n e  o f  h r - i s j  n o s s  a : l d  a  l . ;  a I - i  t i m c s  h i s  ' l e  a 1 5 - n g s  ] : i a r r e
l l le * : : r l r . i ' ec i  u - ; :  io  h i i i i : :  s t .e rnc lE i . rc ls .  i -e  h : - ,s  h t re r  sn t icess f \ r l  r i r c i  i i e  i -s
a  p o p u l . r : r '  c i - t i - t r e r . t ,  f o : i '  I  e  p o s s e : : s e s  r - :  p l s r s i n g i  p e : i ' r , ; : r r r 1 - i - ' l ; - ; ; "  r - r : : r c l  l o o k s
u p o n "  t i : e ;  i , a p p y  s i d c  o J l  1 j . f e ,  e n . j n ; y i  n i ;  t l . r e  c o f l i . ; r , n i o n s L i 1 t r l  o f  i : i s
i " ' i ' i end  s j  r j r i , c i  t  i : , k l r i , *  i  n i ;o  :  j - t ; t l -e  accouL iL  iL iose  N l : r in l l s  r , r l r i c l ' ,  too  nany
p e o , o l e  s . 1  1 o l i  i ; r :  b l , o c 1 , ;  p r o g l e s s  o - r ,  n a r '  L r a , p p i n e s s  .


