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KNUTE THONMPSON
9%»«1[%ﬂﬁfnu4bﬁnwﬂ'hgi

Of the sons of Norway or those of Norwegian ancestry who have come
to North Dakote and taken a prominent part in its substantial
development and upbullding none is more worthy of mention than

« Knute Thompson, who has won success through honorable effort and
who bears few of the marks and scars of the battle, for he has
maintained a genial disposition and kindly spirit through all,
and so honorably has his prosperity been won that the most envious
caanot grudge him his success. He lives in Cooperstown but still
has important farming interests in Griggs County. Mr, Thompson
wes born in Dane county, Wisconsin, Bebruazy 2, 1850, his father,
Loston Olson, a native of Norway, heving settled in that state
six years before, at which time he took up his abode in the town
of Christiania, Dane county, where he secured land and followed
farming. He llved to the advanced age of ninety years, while his
wife reached the age of eighty-six. One of their sons, Ole, was
born in Norway and enlisted for service in the Union army as a
member of the 8ixteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, having been in
business in Decorah, Iowa, at the time of the outbreak of the
Civil war. FHe participated in many important engagements, taking
part for five days in the battle of Vicksburg, and because of the
hardships and privations which he experienced while at the front
his death occurred soon after the c¢lose of the war. The family
numbered altogether seven children, of whom Knute was the thizrde.

When his school days were over Knute Thompson left home, being
then a youth of sixteen years. The plan was that he should attend
school in Madison, Wisconsin, to supplement the knowledge that

he had gained in the public schools and in Alblon College, but he
changed his plans and went instead to Minnesota, residing for a
time in Fillmore county, after which he removed "to the western

part of,the state., 1In 1872 he became a resident of Vermillion,
South Dgkota, and for a year engaged in clerking in a cléthing
store, at the end of which time he removed to Minnesota.

It was in December, 1876, that Mr., Thompson was united in
marriage to Miss Anna Odegard, a native of Norway, and to them
were born four .children:; Theodore, who is mentioned elsewhere in
this work; Thor Adolph, who is now a district Jjudge in Montena;
Grace May, the wife of Ernest Selkens, a stock dealer in South
St. Paul, Minnesots; and Oscar J., a lawyer at Circle, liontana,
who pursued his education in the State University of North Dakota
and in the University of Washington, since which time he has

: successfully practiced his profession.

The work of development and progress had scarcely been started
when Knute Thompson became a resident of Griggs county, making
his way to the present site of Cooperstown. His was the first
family to locate 1in the town and he opened a store at the place
where the firm of John Syverson & Sons is now conducting business.
He successfully managed his commercisl interests for a period and
then sold out to Mr. Syverson. He handled various mercantile
lines, including machinery, but during the later part of his
residence in Griggs county he has concentrated his energles upon
agricultural pursuits and is now the owner of about eighteen
hundred acres of land, of which nine hundred and twenty acres is
in the home place, four hundred and twenty acres in another tract
and three hundred and twenty acres in a third tract.
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KNUTE THOMPSON

His land is largely devoted to wheat raising.. He has been a

great trader and in all of his business transactions has maifested
keen insight and discriminating judgement. Four four years

Mr. Thompson filled the office of county treasurer but hess never
been ambitious to occupy positions of political preferment. He
- enjoys the game of business and at all times his dealings have
‘measured up to high standards. Xe has been sudcessful and he is

e popular citizen, for he possed<ses a pleasing personslity and looks
upon the happy side of 1life, enjoying the compsnionship of his
friends and teking into little account those things which too many
people allow to block progress or mar happiness.



